
	

 
 
	
	
 
HB Cares Preparation for Employment Programme  
 
The Bridgewater Hall Community Education Trust, HelmsBriscoe and 
Space4Autism are delighted to launch the HB Cares Preparation for 
Employment Programme, an important project designed to help change the 
lives of young people with autism in the North West.   

Over the next few months The Bridgewater Hall will be hosting two young 
people on work placement as part of a drive to increase the number of people 
with autism who are in full time paid employment, which according to 
National Autistic Society figures currently stands at 16%.  

The scheme is designed to help young people gain confidence in the 
workplace and become more comfortable in unfamiliar environments and with 
different opportunities and challenges.  

Below is a statement from Bryan a young person who has autism who 
completed the programme based in the hotel industry last year: 

“My confidence and self-esteem grew by having this great opportunity, and I 
have now gained employment locally which I couldn’t have done without the 
support of the S4A work experience programme” 

Space4Autism’s Chief Executive Officer, Cheryl Simpson said: “For the second 
year running the MPI Foundation has funded our HB Cares Preparation for 
Employment Programme and we are delighted this year to be working in 
partnership with The Bridgewater Hall Community Education Trust.  We would 
like to thank the MPI Foundation, Meeting Needs, HelmsBriscoe and The 
Bridgewater Hall Community Education Trust for giving our members this 
opportunity once again and to The Bridgewater Hall for creating the 
placement positions.” 

Christine Oxenburgh, Chair of The Bridgewater Hall Community Education 
Trust added: “I am thrilled that we have been able to work with 
Space4Autism to bring this programme. The Bridgewater Hall is an exciting 
place for anyone from any walk of life and delivers so much more than its 
great musical events. It is an ideal environment for a person with autism to 
develop and grow. I hope this is the beginning of many.” 

	



	

Carole McKellar, HelmsBriscoe Vice President, EMEA said “After seven 
successful years of running our HB Cares work experience programme in the 
London area, we are excited to have expanded to the North West so that we 
can help more young people with autism gain work experience in the 
hospitality industry. We are grateful for funding support from two hospitality 
industry charities, the MPI Foundation and Meeting Needs and the 
enthusiastic local delivery from Bridgewater For All and the team at 
Space4Autism, so that we can grow the programme in the coming years.” 

Paula Wilson, The Bridgewater Hall’s Learning and Participation Manager 
commented: “The team at The Bridgewater Hall are delighted to be involved 
with this important work preparation programme. The planning process has 
really made us reassess what constitutes a job description and role; namely 
that one employee doesn’t always have to be able carry out every task 
associated with a role – it is possible to split the tasks according to the 
individual strengths and needs of the employees. I would like to thank 
HelmsBriscoe, MPI Foundation, Meeting Needs and The Bridgewater Hall 
Community Education Trust for raising the funds to make this project possible 
and to Space4Autism for providing the expertise to deliver what is a first for 
The Bridgewater Hall.”  

For more information about the project please contact:  
 
Paula Wilson, Learning & Participation Manager at The Bridgewater Hall 
paula.wilson@bridgewater-hall.co.uk | 0161 907 9074 

You can find out more about the partners involved in the project here:  

Bridgewater For All and The Bridgewater Hall Community Education Trust - 
www.bridgewater-hall.co.uk/get-involved/ 
HelmsBriscoe - www.helmsbriscoe.com 
MPI Foundation - www.mpiweb.org/foundation 
Meeting Needs - www.meetingneeds.org.uk 
Space4Autism – www.space4autism.com 
 


