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Welcome to The Bridgewater Hall’s International Concert Series 

19|20, continuing our tradition of showcasing the finest music in our 

stunning concert hall. This will be our 24th season, and it is fantastic for us 

to be able to look back at many wondrous evenings whilst anticipating 

many more to come. 

Russia forms a theme for this season. The Moscow Philharmonic bring 

us an entire programme of music from their homeland with Yuri Simonov 

and Alexandra Dariescu, both of whom have wowed audiences in 

Manchester before. The Swedish Philharmonic under the baton of  

Jaime Martin bring us works by masters Tchaikovsky and Prokofiev, 

performed by the Russian violinist Viktoria Mullova. Shostakovich, 

Rachmaninov and incredibly intricate orchestrations of Rimsky-Korsakov  

form the programme by the Siberian Symphony with Dmitry Vasilyev 

and Freddy Kempf and in our season finale Jennifer Pike joins the  

St Petersburg Symphony Orchestra for an evening containing two 

of Tchaikovsky’s most famous works. 

Our chamber performances explore some of the great institutions. 

Alisa Weilerstein’s complete cello suites by J.S. Bach open the season, 

before we are transported to 19th century Vienna by Emma Johnson 

and John Suchet. We present two choral ensembles who are sure 

to produce some of the highlights of our programme: we continue our 

long-standing partnership with The Sixteen and the dynamic Harry 

Christophers, and for the first time we have a performance by the 

phenomenal Tenebrae under the award winning conductor, Nigel Short. 

Finally, we would like to warmly welcome two ensembles who perform for 

the first time at the Hall; the Royal Stockholm Philharmonic Orchestra 

with Sakari Oramo and Nicola Benedetti, and a programme based 

on minimalist music by the boundary-breaking ensemble, the British 

Paraorchestra with Charles Hazlewood. Both are not to be missed.  

 

This 19|20 season contains friends new and old, and The Bridgewater 

Hall exists for artists of the highest standard. We are pleased to again 

present a programme that will both inspire and challenge our audiences, 

whilst bringing truly remarkable performances to Manchester. W
el

co
m

e 
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Visiting 
Orchestras

The British Paraorchestra
Wednesday 2 October 2019

Moscow Philharmonic 
Friday 11 October 2019

Swedish Philharmonia
Monday 9 March 2020

Siberian Symphony 
Orchestra 
Wednesday 15 April 2020

Royal Stockholm 
Philharmonic Orchestra
Tuesday 28 April 2020

St Petersburg Symphony 
Orchestra
Monday 1 June 2020

Choral

The Sixteen 
Choir & Orchestra
Friday 15 November 2019

Tenebrae
Tuesday 18 February 2020

Chamber 
Performances

Alisa Weilerstein cello 
Sunday 15 September 2019

Emma Johnson & Friends
with John Suchet
Friday 20 March 2020
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Sunday 15 September 2019 4.00pm
 
J.S. Bach Suites for solo cello (complete)   140’

There will be a 25 minute interval

 
Alisa Weilerstein opens the International Concert Series with these remarkable 
suites for unaccompanied cello, which are amongst the most technically demanding 
in the repertoire. 

At the time of composition, believed to be between 1717 and 1723, the cello 
was most commonly seen as an accompanying instrument, but here Bach took 
a musical journey that displayed the virtuosity 
of the instrument and its performer. 
Perhaps surprisingly, there are no 
tempo markings for the movements, 
meaning each performance is open 
to the interpretation of the artist. 

In performances marked by 
intensity, sensitivity and a 
wholehearted immersion 
in each of the works she 
interprets, the American 
cellist Alisa Weilerstein 
has long proven herself 
to be in possession of a 
distinctive musical voice.

Preview 6.30pm 
Stephen Threlfall 
introduces the
concert and the new 
International Concert 
Series 19|20.

£38 | £30 | £21

Minimalism Changed My Life
Charles Hazlewood conductor
Wednesday 2 October 2019 7.30pm
 
Programme to include Terry Riley’s A Rainbow in Curved Air and Mike Oldfield’s
Tubular Bells and major orchestral work from Steve Reich.

Giving their first performance in the north of England, the British Paraorchestra 
are the world’s first large-scale professional ensemble of disabled musicians. They 
are joined by Army of Generals and Charles Hazlewood’s All Star Collective. A 
genuine pioneer and innovator in the world of classical music, Charles Hazlewood is 
changing perceptions of what a 21st century orchestra should be. Based on the 2018 
BBC 4 programme Tones, Drones and Arpeggios, this concert delves deep into the 
Minimalist songbook, presenting a best-of selection from the Minimalist composers 
who rebooted classical music in the 20th century. Charles Hazlewood brings the 
repertoire to life, exploring both the personalities of the key artists who invented the 
genre, along with his own relationship with Minimalism and how it hugely influenced 
his own music-making career. With a mixture of live music and AV, this concert 
showcases the transcendental powers of Minimalism, arguably one of the most 
dominant forms of 20th century music, in an uplifting and spine-tingling experience.

Preview 6.30pm 
One of tonight’s performers discusses the evening’s programme.
 
£38 | £30 | £24 | £18

Alisa 
Weilerstein cello 

The British 
Paraorchestra
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Yuri Simonov conductor
Alexandra Dariescu piano 
Friday 11 October 2019 7.30pm
 
Tchaikovsky Romeo and Juliet Fantasy Overture  19’

Rachmaninov Piano Concerto No.2    30’

Shostakovich Symphony No.10    45’

Returning to our international series is one of Russia’s most distinguished orchestras, 
the Moscow Philharmonic. Conducted by Yuri Simonov, one of the most renowned 
of all Russian conductors, the orchestra will open their programme with the searing 
romanticism of Tchaikovsky’s Romeo and Juliet Fantasy Overture. 

We are pleased to have the sensationally talented pianist Alexandra Dariescu 
perform Rachmaninov’s immensely popular Piano Concerto No.2. Now an 
Honorary Associate Artist of RNCM, where she completed her undergraduate 
studies, Alexandra Dariescu has dazzled audiences and critics worldwide. After the 
interval the orchestra will play their famed interpretation of what many regard to be 
Shostakovich’s greatest symphonic masterpiece, his 10th Symphony.

Preview 6.30pm 
Classical music expert Jonathan James introduces the evening’s programme.
 
£43 | £36 | £30 | £24 | £18 

Harry Christophers conductor
Friday 15 November 2019 7.30pm
 
Monteverdi Vespers

The Sixteen performs one of the most magnificent pieces of the classical repertoire, 
Monteverdi’s Vespers of 1610, famed for its thrilling rhythms, grand choruses and 
beautiful solo movements. Vespro della Beata Vergine 1610 has endured which is 
testament to its ethereal quality; it is a religious work of absolute majesty. 

The Bridgewater Hall’s associate artists, The Sixteen, arose from its founder and 
conductor Harry Christophers’ formative experience as a cathedral chorister and 
choral scholar. His enterprise, launched in 1979, built on the best of the British choral 
tradition while setting new standards of virtuosity and musicianship. Although refined 
over four decades, their sound has remained remarkably consistent, always responsive 
to the emotional content of words and music, ever alert to subtle nuances of colour 
and shading.

Preview 6.30pm 
Harry Christophers and a singer from the choir discuss the evening’s programme. 
 
£43 | £36 | £30 | £24 | £18 

Moscow 
Philharmonic

The Sixteen 
Choir & Orchestra
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A Hymn of Heavenly Beauty
Nigel Short conductor
Tuesday 18 February 2020 7.30pm
 
Lobo Versa est in luctum 
Croft/Purcell Burial Sentences 
Tallis Loquebantur variis languis; Salvator mundi; Te lucis ante terminum 
Lotti Crucifixus 
Allegri Miserere mei, Deus 
Tavener Funeral Ikos; Hymn to the Mother of God; Song for Athene 
Rachmaninov Heruvimskaya pesn 
Chesnokov Heruvimskaya pesn 
Holst Ave Maria; Nunc Dimittis 
Eric Whitacre I thank you God 
Harris Faire is the Heaven 

Making their debut at The Bridgewater Hall, Tenebrae bring us music that celebrates
some of the finest choral works from the Renaissance to the present day, ranging
from the haunting Allegri Miserere Mei, Deus to Eric Whitacre’s resplendent I thank
you God. These works showcase the rich dark sounds of the Russian orthodox, the
prayerful intimacy of contemporary English masters and the soaring contrapuntal
lines of the late Renaissance. Closing with Harris’ spectacular Faire is the Heaven, 
this programme is a true homage to choral greats past and present.

Preview 6.30pm 
Stephen Threlfall and Nigel Short discuss the evening’s programme. 
 
£38 | £30 | £24 | £18 

Jaime Martin conductor
Viktoria Mullova violin
Monday 9 March 2020 7.30pm
 
Tchaikovsky The Tempest    18’

Prokofiev Violin Concerto No.2    26’

Sibelius Symphony No.5    30’

We are pleased to welcome one of the great virtuosic violinists of today – Viktoria 
Mullova with the Swedish Philharmonia, conducted by Jaime Martin. The evening 
begins with Tchaikovsky’s musical tribute to Shakespeare with his symphonic poem, 
The Tempest. Viktoria Mullova then plays Prokofiev’s ethereal 2nd Violin Concerto.  
In the second half the orchestra will perform Sibelius’ dramatic Symphony No.5, 
with its majestic finale depicting the flight of swans across a Finnish lake.

Preview 6.30pm 
Classical music expert Jonathan James introduces the evening’s programme.
 
£43 | £36 | £30 | £24 | £18 

Tenebrae Swedish 
Philharmonia 
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Introduced by John Suchet
Friday 20 March 2020 7.30pm
 
Beethoven Septet      
Schubert Adagio from the Octet D803    
Brahms Hungarian Dances 1 & 3     
J Strauss I Radetzky March         
J Strauss II Frühlingsstimmen Waltz; Tritsch-Tratsch Polka; Kaiser-Walzer  
Léhar Merry Widow Waltz     
     
Vienna in the 19th century was an extraordinary city, a hotbed of musical creativity 
that nurtured world-renowned composers such as Beethoven, Schubert, Brahms and 
the Strauss family. Ruled by the fascinating Habsburg dynasty, Vienna evolved from a 
police state into a more equitable society where the middle classes increasingly found 
a voice, but hidden under the apparently harmless mania for wine, women and song 
were germinating the seeds of social discontent that would trigger the First World War.

In this concert, interspersing music with readings about key historical moments as well 
as biographical details of the composers, Emma Johnson and Friends with special 
guest, John Suchet tell the story of Vienna in its exciting heyday. 

Preview 6.30pm 
Emma Johnson in conversation with Stephen Threlfall.
 
£36 | £30 | £24 | £18 

Dmitri Vasiliev conductor 
Freddy Kempf piano
Wednesday 15 April 2020 7.30pm
 
Shostakovich Festive Overture    7’

Rachmaninov Piano Concerto No.3    39’

Rimsky Korsakov Scheherazade   42’

     
The Siberian Symphony Orchestra visits The Bridgewater Hall as part of it’s first 
ever UK tour. The orchestra is based in Omsk and has a burgeoning reputation for 
incredible concert performances. They will be joined by an old friend of the Hall’s  
audiences, Freddy Kempf, in his famed interpretation of Rachmaninov’s epic Piano 
Concerto No.3. In the second half the orchestra will perform Rimsky-Korsakov’s 
ever popular evocation of the tales from the Arabian nights, Scheherazade.
 
Preview 6.30pm 
Stephen Threlfall discusses the evening’s programme. 

£43 | £36 | £30 | £24 | £18 

Emma Johnson 
& Friends

Siberian 
Symphony 
Orchestra
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Sakari Oramo conductor
Nicola Benedetti violin
Tuesday 28 April 2020 7.30pm
 
Bruch Violin Concerto No.1    24’

Sibelius Symphony No.2    43’

     
Nicola Benedetti’s ability to captivate audiences with her innate musicianship and 
dynamic presence, coupled with her wide appeal as a high-profile advocate for 
classical music, has made her one of the most influential classical artists of today. 
Max Bruch’s First Concerto for Violin was a bittersweet achievement for the composer. 
Weighed down by its popularity, he was frustrated by the relative lack of success 
of many of his other works. A grand finale will be heard in the evening’s final work, 
Sibelius’ Second Symphony, which the Finnish composer described as ‘a confession 
of the soul’.

Preview 6.30pm 
Stephen Threlfall discusses the evening’s programme. 

£43 | £36 | £30 | £24 | £18 

Ilya Mashkevich conductor
Jennifer Pike violin
Monday 1 June 2020 7.30pm
 
Sibelius Finlandia     8’

Tchaikovsky Violin Concerto    33’

Tchaikovsky Symphony No.6    50’

     
We welcome back to Manchester the St Petersburg Symphony Orchestra in 
a performance conducted by Ilya Mashkevich with a Manchester favourite, 
and one of today’s most exciting artists, Jennifer Pike, 
performing the virtuosically challenging 
Tchaikovsky Violin Concerto. This 
orchestra will open their concert 
with Sibelius’ patriotic hymn to his 
homeland, Finlandia, and the evening 
will end with Tchaikovsky’s anguished, 
heart-rending Symphony No.6, 
the Pathetique.

Preview 6.30pm
Classical music expert Jonathan 
James introduces the evening’s
programme.

£43 | £36 | £30 | £24 | £18 

Royal Stockholm 
Philharmonic 
Orchestra

St Petersburg 
Symphony
Orchestra 



The Charles Hallé Restaurant   
Enjoy Head Chef Marco Tedde’s mouth-watering supper in our award-winning 
restaurant. We offer the best value, quality cuisine in Manchester, with a fixed price 
menu du jour at £21.95 for two courses and £27.50 for three courses, inclusive of 
coffee and petits fours. 

Stalls Café Bar  
Stalls Café Bar offers a more casual pre-concert dining experience within the 
lively atmosphere of the Stalls area. Pre-concert dining is available from 5.30pm 
with main courses typically from £10.95. Pre-performance dining from 5.30pm. 
Reservations required.     

Reservations 
Please reserve your table through the Box Office on 0161 907 9000 or online 
at www.bridgewater-hall.co.uk 

Please note a £5 per person deposit is required for reservations; this is non-refundable in 
the event of cancellation with less than 3 days’ notice.

Dine with UsThe Bridgewater Hall’s Associate Artists 19|20
Our associate artists are solo performers and ensembles who work with us as creative
partners to develop original programmes and projects across a broad range of styles
and musical genres. These include collaborations with our resident orchestras, special
concert series and talks, as well as outreach and education projects. Such relationships
allow us to take you, the audience, on a journey through lesser known and more
challenging repertoire, by providing a chance to develop long-term relationships with
particular performers.

Your Visit
Ice Creams
Ice creams are available to buy at the interval. Supplied by award-winning producer 
Doddington Dairy, delicious flavours include Simply Vanilla, Real Strawberry,  
Utter Chocolate and Double Ginger.

Artist Signings
Some of our visiting artists will be signing CDs after their performance. This information 
will be included in pre-concert customer emails and announced on the night.
 
Whilst the Hall makes every effort to
fulfil advertised signings, occasionally 
artist circumstances change. Any late 
changes will be communicated 
on the night of the concert.

The Bridgewater Hall 
Shop
Take time out during your visit to 
browse the beautiful and unique 
jewellery, contemporary gifts, CDs 
and unusual greetings cards in the 
shop. When there is an advertised 
artist signing, CDs can be purchased 
from the shop before the concert 
or during the interval. The shop 
is open Monday—Friday 
11.00am—3.00pm and from 
6.00pm on concert days.



Booking Information 
Booking for all tickets is open from Tuesday 7 May 2019 online, by phone, by post 
or in person. 

Booking Online  
Visit www.bridgewater-hall.co.uk where you have the option to select your own seat.

Booking by Phone
Tel: 0161 907 9000

Booking by Post
Request a booking form from the Box Office (or download one from the website) 
and return via FREEPOST to: Box Office, The Bridgewater Hall, FREEPOST 
RTLJ-GRKG-GGYS, Manchester M2 3WS.

Booking Fees
Prices shown in this brochure include booking fees which apply to most transactions. 
A booking fee of £2.50 per ticket applies to telephone and online transactions. 
No fee applies to tickets bought in person or purchased as part of a fixed or 
flexible subscription.
     

Box Office Opening Hours*    
10.00am—6.00pm Monday to Saturday
Sunday (concert nights only) 12.00 noon—6.00pm 
Closed on non-concert Sundays
Counter service until 8.00pm on concert nights

* As at April 2019. Please phone 0161 907 9000 or visit www.bridgewater-hall.co.uk  
to check for changes in opening times.

         

Flexible Series Booking – Save up to 25%
Receive discounts on the full ticket price when you book for 5 or more concerts from  
the Hall’s 2019|20 classical seasons** — all events are flexible booking unless  
otherwise stated.

Save 15% — Choose any 5 or more concerts
Save 25% — Choose any 16 or more concerts

If you spend £250 or more, you can pay in 5 interest-free monthly instalments from 
September 2019 (bookings via the Box Office only). Forms must be received by  
Friday 19 July 2019.
       
** Included are the International Concert Series, plus The Hallé, BBC Philharmonic 
and Manchester Camerata seasons. Check online for full season listings at 
www.bridgewater-hall.co.uk, or phone the Box Office for brochures.

16 17

The Hall is in the centre of Manchester, easily accessible by public transport and  
by road.

Metrolink tram passengers should alight at St. Peter’s Square or Deansgate-
Castlefield. 

The nearest bus stops for major routes into the city centre are St. Peter’s Square/ 
Portland Street or Deansgate.

The nearest rail stations are Deansgate and Oxford Road.

Coaches can drop off and pick up outside the main entrance on Lower Mosley Street.

The nearest car parks are Q-Park First Street, NCP Manchester Central, NCP Great  
Northern or NCP Oxford Street. Remember you can book Q-Park First Street at  
a discounted rate when you buy your concert tickets, see p19 for more details. If 
travelling by car, please allow plenty of time for your journey.

The Bridgewater Hall 
Lower Mosley Street 
Manchester M2 3WS 
 
Box Office: 0161 907 9000 
www.bridgewater-hall.co.uk
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Concessions
Unless otherwise stated in the performance listing, senior citizens, students, under 26s
and claimants are entitled to a 10% discount off ticket prices in this brochure. This offer
is only valid for bookings made more than one month before the date of the concert.
Please see below for further student discounts.

Sonic Manchester Student Discounts
£5 Student Standby: A limited number of student tickets are available from the 
Box Office on the day for most International Series concerts on production of valid 
student ID, £7.50 including fee, £5 cash on the door. Sign up to the Sonic Student 
Network to find out about other student offers from The Bridgewater Hall, Manchester 
Camerata, BBC Philharmonic and RNCM: facebook.com/sonicmanchester
 18 19
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Group Discounts
Contact our Group Sales Office on 0161 907 9010 to make a group booking
10% discount for groups of 10-29
15% discount for groups of 30-49
25% discount for groups of 50+

Access
The Bridgewater Hall welcomes disabled patrons. Please see our website for 
disabled parking and access information, or contact the Box Office on 0161 
907 9000, email boxoffice@bridgewater-hall.co.uk. For individual access 
requirements, including seating advice, please book via the Box Office. Information 
is available in large print.
 
There is a drop-off point for wheelchair users on Lower Mosley Street, directly outside 
The Bridgewater Hall, but please note that parking is not permitted here at any time. 
For evening concerts, the NCP Manchester Central Car Park offers a limited number 
of free parking spaces for Blue Badge permit holders. You must reserve your space in 
advance through the Box Office when you book your concert tickets, and must park in 
one of the designated disabled parking bays with your Blue Badge clearly displayed.
 

Parking Discounts
A limited number of prepay discounted spaces are available to patrons attending 
evening concerts at Q-Park First Street car park (see map p16) at a rate of £7. Spaces 
must be booked at the time of purchasing your concert tickets no less than 24 hours 
before the event. Parking is limited to a maximum stay of 8 hours at the discounted rate. 

Q-Park First Street, M15 4FN (access via Anne Horniman Street)

Metrolink Travel Discounts
Book your Metrolink Travelcard with your event tickets and save over 15% off the 
price of a Metrolink 1-day Off-peak Travelcard. Priced £4.80 and valid for unlimited 
travel on the Metrolink network at off-peak times (after 9.30am on weekdays, all day 
Saturday or Sunday). Valid only when presented with concert ticket on the day of the 
event only.

Hotel Accommodation
INNSIDE by Melia Manchester is an ideal choice. The hotel is located two minutes’ 
walk from The Bridgewater Hall (see map p16). INNSIDE offers 208 spacious, 
modern guest rooms, with comfortable king-size or twin beds, and fantastic 
cityscape views.

1 First Street, Manchester M15 4RP
Tel: 0161 200 2500   
Email: innside.manchester@melia.com



The Bridgewater Hall is Manchester’s iconic and prestigious concert
venue; built to provide the best possible space for live music, whilst also
offering a unique and exciting backdrop for a range of conferences, events 
and weddings. The Hall also offers three different levels of membership 
providing companies and individuals with the opportunity to entertain 
clients and staff, engage with the Hall and take advantage of various 
marketing opportunities.

    

The Bridgewater Hall
CONFERENCES & EVENTS

Contact the Conferences & Events Team    
Tel: 0161 950 0000  
Email: conferences@bridgewater-hall.co.uk  
www.bridgewater-hall.co.uk *£60 deposit per person on bookings made 10 weeks or more before departure. Limited availability.  

Terms and conditions apply, see Jet2holidays.com for details. Correct at time of print May 2019.
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