
Percussion The xylophone has 
wooden keys which 
play different notes - 
this is known as tuned 
percussion.   

The notes on a 
glockenspiel 
are made of  
metal, and   
are played    
using two 
mallets. 

The bass drum makes a 
deep, booming sound when 
struck and is sometimes used 
to represent thunder or an 
earthquake. 

The snare 
drum has a 
thin metal 

chain  
underneath, 
giving it a 
sharper sound. 

Cymbals can 
add dramatic 
effects to 
music.  Those 
used in the 
orchestra are 
called crash 
cymbals. 

There may be several timpani in an 
orchestra, each with a slightly different pitch. 
One timpanist will play all of the 
instruments. 

A tam tam makes a deep, 
reverberating gong sound to add 
depth and atmosphere to music. 

Spot the instruments! 

Can you spot some of these instruments in the 
orchestra during your visit to The Bridgewater Hall? 
They might not all be in every concert – or there might 
be a few extra ones not listed here.  It would be 
impossible to include every single instrument that has 
ever been played in a piece of classical music – I’ve 

heard everything from bicycle horns to ancient zithers!  But I’ve picked out 
some of my favourites for you to look out for. 

Instruments are usually grouped into families, depending on how they 
produce sounds.   

The clarinet can play the widest 
range of notes of any of the 
woodwind family.   

A flute makes a 
high, bird-like sound.  
The person playing a 
flute is called a 
flautist. 

The saxophone has 
become famous as a 
jazz instrument, but is 
still widely used in 
classical music.  It was 
designed to fill the 
gap between the 
woodwind and brass 
families. 

The oboe is 
played through a 

reed made from  two 
pieces of cane which vibrate 
as air is blown through them. 
The instrument is wooden, 
with a metal framework of 
keys. 

Woodwind instruments 

The bassoon 
plays the 
deepest notes 
of all of the 
woodwind 
instruments.  
Its mouth-
piece is also a 
double 
vibrating reed. 



Brass instruments 

The note played by 
the French horn 
can be changed by 
pressing valves.  If 
all of its tubes were 
laid out in a straight 
line, they’d be more 
than twice the 
height of a man! The tuba is the largest of 

the brass instruments and 
has the lowest pitch.  
There is usually only one 
tuba in the orchestra. 

On a trombone, 
the lower section 
slides out to play 
lower notes. 

The trumpet is one of 
the oldest and best 
known musical 
instruments.  It plays 
the highest notes of 
any of the brass family. 

Keyboard instruments 

The piano and 
organ are the 
main keyboard 
instruments in the 
orchestra.   
 

The organ plays through the huge pipes 
above the stage - the picture on the left 
shows the organ console.  It’s got four 
rows of keys, pedals and buttons (called 
‘stops’) to change the sound. 

String instruments The double bass is the 
largest string instrument, 
and plays the deepest 
notes.  The pictures on 
this page are all roughly 
to scale to help you 
spot which is which! The cello stands 

upright on a spike on 
the floor.  Like all of 
these instruments, it 
is played using a bow 
drawn across its four 
strings. 

The violin is the 
most popular of the 
string instruments.  
 There may be 
 up to 30 
 violinists in an 
     orchestra.   

The  
viola is  
slightly  
larger than  
the violin,  
and is pitched between 
the violin and cello 

This picture of a 
harp is not to scale 
- it should be much 
larger.  It has 47 
strings and a 
number of pedals 
which change the 
pitch of the strings.  
The harpist does not 
use a bow, but 
plucks the strings 
using his or her 
fingers. 


