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Tribes Live #16 

Tribes Live is Channel 4's online research community, where around 350 16-

24s from across the UK share their opinions and ideas to uncover what life is 

really like growing up in the UK today. Recruited through 4OD and free-find 

recruitment, our liberal but diverse community represents all 5 planning 

segments and 25 Tribes in the UK. 

Tribes Live on power 

and participation  

in politics 



A lot of my friends have interests more in ideologies 

or in political systems or particular social or 

political issues than Westminster policies.  

 

Because when you’re working with activist groups 

or charities - you feel like you can actually see 

change happening. 

“ 

” 
Will, 23, Creatives, Leading Edge 
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Tribes Live #16 

Our MP Event – Tribes: Power & Participation brought together more than 50 of our Tribes 

with MPs, campaigners, and figureheads from Channel 4. It gave 16-24s the chance to be heard on 

real issues that matter to them. Voicing their hopes and fears for the future took them one step 

further towards proving that disengagement can be overcome by mobilising on-going dialogue and 

involvement.  

TRIBES: POWER & 
PARTICIPATION 
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Channel 4’s Chief Executive  David 

Abraham introduced the day with an 

acknowledgement of the disconnect 

between what young  people talk  

about, what they care about and  

how this is dealt with in politics. 

David Abraham 

 

 

 

 

Krishnan Guru-Murthy of  Channel 4 

News was there to  welcome our Tribes 

and chair the rest of the day. Not shy 

 of controversy or a political conflict,  

he probed the Tribes, MPs and 

 campaigners in true 

 reporting style.  

❶ 

Krishnan  
Guru-Murthy 

❷ 

 

 

Channel 4’s very own 

 Research Manager Neil Taylor  

presented some research on  

young people in Britain today.  

It revealed their interest in politics,  

how they would vote at the  

next election and big issues 

 for young people. 

Neil Taylor 

❸ 

 

 

 

Secretary of State for Education, MP 

Nicky Morgan, talked about new youth 

policy in early life and education.  

Her anti-bullying message talked of 

developing character, 

 resilience and grit. 

MP Nicky Morgan 

❹ 

 

 

Our specially selected Tribes panel 

 then gathered for a discussion on 

political engagement and the need 

 for political education, in the hope  

of informing MPs and campaigners  

of the political experience  

for young people today.  

Tribes panel 

❺ 

 

 
Delving further into the anatomy of  

modern campaigns and telling of their 

experiences – 

 

 Rhammel Afflick  

Leyla Hessein 

Jack Monroe 

 Caroline Criado-Perez.   

Campaigners 

❻ 

 

A round-table, facilitated session  

closed the day, giving campaigners 

 and MPs a chance to probe our Tribes 

further on the important issues that 

matter to them and hear more on 

politics from the view of 16-24s. 

Discussion 

❼ 
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Our Tribes are well informed and many of them are more politically active than is 

recognised. But they’ve lost faith in the politicians that represent them, and the political 

system that has failed their generation. They not only feel marginalised with a lack of address 

to their concerns, but angry that they are bearing the brunt of Britain’s financial failings when 

their University fees have tripled. It’s a common conception that young people are 

uninterested in politics (which can only be partly true when nearly half of all 16-24s on 

Channel 4’s Core4 panel state that they are interested) but politics is on the agenda for 16-

24s so we invited our Tribes panel to talk about the challenges of political engagement. 

ENGAGING YOUTH 
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1. Political education is vital 2. Bring politics online 

Political engagement for 

many young people today is passive 

because ‘the politics of something implies 

there is a meta-game you have to follow’. 

The complexity of politics doesn’t help 

young people in understanding or relating 

to the issues that affect them now or in the 

future. What would help them, as anti-

female genital mutilation campaigner 

Leyla Hussein puts it, is an early education 

on ‘finance, relationships and politics – 

algebra doesn’t get you anywhere!”  

Not only can you interact with your friends who 

you see daily in a new and exciting way, but you 

can do this with people from all over the world 

and discover different cultures and lifestyles.  

Distance from politics has been 

flagged as a big issue for young people. 

Even those that don’t class themselves as 

politically minded follow current affairs 

and relate to personally relevant political 

issues which they are voicing more and 

more online. Reaching out to young people 

on the digital platforms they are using 

everyday gives them immediate and direct 

involvement. It also crucially allows young 

people to be part of the change. 

3. Acknowledge and represent us 

It’s no secret that many young people view politics as inaccessible. 

They’re under acknowledged and increasingly underrepresented by Etonian, 

white, ‘middle class warriors’ in Westminster. They want their discontent with 

the political system to be recognised and faith in its politicians restored.  

 

Over 100,000 16-17 year olds registered to vote 

in the Scottish Referendum recently, proving that 

those as young as 16 do care about, and want a role 

in, politics. The Tribes understand that 

revolutionising British politics isn’t a quick fix, and 

that it’s important to understand the impact your 

vote will have. They not only recognise that it is the 

futures of these 16-17s that will be affected so it’s 

rightful that they have their say, but lowering the 

vote to 16 means active political participation in 

education must really be encouraged. 

 

The Scottish Referendum 

In a general election, if you are 17 you will have 

four years as a full adult without the opportunity 

to have a say in who runs the country. That’s 

pretty depressing. To be honest, if you can live 

alone and work at 16, surely you are involved 

enough in adult life to earn a vote? 
Chloe, 18, Young Alt, Alternative 

“ 

” 
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Today, the media acts as a hero and villain for youth culture - but it all depends 

what’s on the agenda. What’s become clear is that neither politicians nor the media really 

understand youth in context and it’s here we debunk three myths that continually circulate 

about youth today.  

YOU DON’T KNOW YOUTH 

Page 6 of 11 

I think mediums such as hip-hop, Facebook, Upworthy, 

YouTube and event films can tell me about politics way 

better than any formal news channel ever can...I’m more 

into the ‘offshoot’ of politics if you like; what laws really 

mean for everyday people as opposed to what some 

authoritarian has to say on the matter.  

“ 

” Samara, 23, Styler, Urban 

History, politics, people and current affairs – you name it, they’re 

reading/watching/blogging/talking about it. This generation are some of the most interested 

and culturally aware people around and just because they’re not sat on their sofas waiting for 

the 10pm news doesn’t mean they’re not engaging in the big headline news, and the issues 

with relevance to their everyday lives through other channels. Because politicians rarely 

address issues of genuine concern for young people today, they’re diversifying their political 

engagement through other active involvement online. 

 

1. Young people aren’t un-political 

Recent changes in education and employment make these a 

focus for the Tribes with 68% of Channel 4’s Core4 panel saying it’s a key 

issue for them. However, our Tribes feel they still aren’t being addressed in 

terms of the bigger social issues that matter to them, but the more passive 

issues that are politicised in the media such as drugs and alcohol. They don’t 

shy away from the fact that their generation might have a track record in 

these areas, but when on the same panel, only 3% mentioned alcohol and 4% 

mentioned drugs as an issue that was important to them, it’s not surprising 

they feel disenfranchised from these issues and mistrust the powers that be.     

2. The boozy, Skins’y stereotype isn’t them 

I like knowing that the media tend to scaremonger. 

So it’s finding the fine line between hysteria and 

sensationalism and truth  

“ 

” 

Ellie, 24, Nerd, Alternative ” 

3. Young people do fear their futures – watch and see.. 

To watch the video, click  

http://youtu.be/-zmxk2ev8vc  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-zmxk2ev8vc&list=UUJM0Hc3CmIuC5Aeqj03Kf6A
http://youtu.be/-zmxk2ev8vc
http://youtu.be/-zmxk2ev8vc
http://youtu.be/-zmxk2ev8vc
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It’s easy to think today’s 16-24s have never had it so good - as a generation 

they’ve been given more opportunities in education, more advantages in technology and 

a better lifestyle than generations before – but society has come to hold great 

expectations of them. It’s not the motivational, positive experience you’d expect when 

there’s pressure to succeed in every aspect and there’s more focus on flaws and failures 

than there is on qualities and successes.  

YOUTH UNDER 
PRESSURE 

Pressure comes from every angle of society – from teachers, parents, peers 

and inevitably, the media. They’re reading about falling GCSE results and graduates out 

of work, but there can only be so much resilience to this pressure when they’re 

experiencing it first hand. Worries over jobs, careers and the future are perspectives 

shared by an unknowable amount of 16-24s today and the big expectations and 

pressures they’re facing in these areas are leading to much anxiety. 
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Competition is at an all time high and the Tribes are aware of the 

pressures to succeed against their peers while challenging for their place on the 

career ladder. Perhaps the greatest source of stress is the pressure they put on 

themselves then. They want to succeed, they want better marks, and they want more 

confidence in young peoples’ futures. With current reports on youth culture taking 

the spotlight away from potential career aspects, we asked the Tribes if they think it 

will all work out - click the link below to see what they said...  

David, 18, Indie Scenester, Leading edge 
” 

The biggest challenge that young people face at the 

moment is the future. I feel that some young people 

grow up believing that they can do anything they 

please and it will all just happen and while it is nice 

to think that you can achieve your wildest dreams, it 

hardly ever happens  
” 

“ 

Sian 19, Hardcore, Alternative 

I think young people today face a lot more change and 

uncertainty that they are unable to prepare for properly 

or have people prepare them for  

“ 

All too aware of the current state of the job market, the Tribes worry their efforts in 

education won’t pay off, with job satisfaction that matches their qualifications and 

interests looking less likely. While the Tribes search for passions and future career goals, 

planning and prioritising for their futures seems like an unrealistic and distant aim.   

To watch the video, click 

http://youtu.be/3jxU-nt9md0   

http://youtu.be/3jxU-nt9md0
http://youtu.be/3jxU-nt9md0
http://youtu.be/3jxU-nt9md0


 Leyla Hussein – anti-female genital mutilation 

 campaigner, and co-founder of Daughters of Eve, a 

charity  dedicated to ending gender-based violence 

 Jack Monroe – a poverty campaigner who has 

demanded  politicians debate the causes of foodbank use 

and hunger in  Britain. She is also an ambassador for Oxfam   

Tribes Live #16 
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CAMPAIGNERS ON 
POLITICAL POLICY 

It wasn’t just the Tribes who had their say during our MP Event. As a power for 

the youth cause, passionate and inspiring campaigners also outlined their advice to 

politicians on how to make politics more accessible and participatory for young 

people. They were: 

So, what’s needed? 

• A complete overhaul to make politics interesting – the barrier isn’t being young but 

the way politics is communicated  

• Energising politics to make it relevant for the issues young people stand for and 

really care about 

• A mind-set change – towards countries in Europe that have ministers for youth and 

have successfully developed youth policies 

• Not assuming you know what young people want, need or think! 

• Lowering the vote to 16 and not dismissing young people – they are informed and 

will engage on issues that matter! 

• Thinking about young people as a thread that runs through everything in society – 

they are the next generation  

• Getting young people’s and women’s views represented and closing the gender and 

age gap in politics 

• Focusing on engaging girls – they are the least empowered group but have vitally 

important views 

• Enlisting more young people as MPs to represent young people! 

• Take off the suits and ties to be more approachable and relevant 

The Tribes don’t expect a quick-fix in politics but we asked them where 

they see themselves in the next five years – click below to hear what 

they said... 
Rhammel Afflick – a British Youth Council and Youth 

parliament campaigner, who represents the thousands of young 

people that live and work in London   

Caroline Criado Perez – a feminist activist who has been 

involved in many campaigns to gain better representation for 

women in the media and on British bank notes  

To watch the video, click 

http://youtu.be/sIU8s4oTrjU  

http://youtu.be/sIU8s4oTrjU
http://youtu.be/sIU8s4oTrjU
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Recently the tribes have 

been talking about 
100 final! 

UKIP election success 

To vlog or not 

to vlog? 

Fancy dress 

dilemmas 

Gamergate 

When they haven’t 

 got your size  
New  

music 

Documentaries  

on 4 

Your4 

newbies 
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Distilled insights from 

recent tasks 

Dream holiday 
What does politics mean to you?  

 

• Feeling disillusioned from the three main parties, the Tribes are more 

interested in key social and political issues which directly affect them, and 

have a growing desire to play a bigger role in shaping their futures 

• The Tribes believe clearer communication and simplifying jargon-rich 

legislation would allow them to feel more engaged in parliamentary policies, 

and increase accessibility in politics for young people  

• Friends and family are highly influential on young people’s political 

engagement, with many of the Tribes suggesting schools should be playing 

a bigger role in political education 

Back to school – 

 

• The hard work has paid off and Tribes are feeling positive about the school 

year ahead and the new opportunities and challenges they will be facing 

• Whether starting a new school year, college, university or jobs tribes are 

excited about gaining more independence as they get older, widening their 

knowledge and meeting new people 

• Before the year is up tribes have a lot they want to do; getting involved 

with politics, widening their literacy understanding, getting fit and most of 

all living big through their social lives. There isn’t a moment to be wasted 

Scotland decides it’s a no-go: 

 

• The Tribes followed the Scottish Referendum closely online and in the 

news, and while lowering the vote to 16+ polarised them, they believe 

it’s a good move to encourage active political participation 

• The idea of an independent Scotland undermined the union for many 

Tribes, but they recognise a system that over 1million people are 

unhappy about should be addressed 

• Most Tribes would have voted NO to independence as they believe the 

economic and political fallout would have caused more problems than 

benefits  

Would you sell your data to make money? 

 

• The Tribes are desensitised to their data being used given the amount 

of self-publishing they do online, but most wouldn’t sell their data 

• While the majority of Tribes are savvy online and see personal data 

being taken as an inevitable step in digital evolution, they draw the 

line at bank details  

• There is also confusion over the legalities of data and whether selling 

it for money is legal, makes it more private, or gives companies more 

control 

You decide the Saturday schedule - 

 

• The Tribes love the idea of bringing back and modernising nostalgic 

programmes from their childhood like Top of The Pops and Blind Date 

• Variety gets them watching - with Saturday traditionally being 

synonymous with variety, there is a big shout for these sorts of shows 

as they entertain while also being relaxing  

• The Tribes are turning off reality TV and game shows that they feel all 

the main five channels cover, and tuning into dramas (some American) 

or entertainment comedy 



Thanks for reading... 


