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Intro 

Recently the Tribes on our online community 

have been talking about music. Their likes 

and dislikes, genres of preference based on 

trends, cultural movements and inspiration 

and how they are all currently consuming 

and being exposed to music.  
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Many of the Tribes follow their 

favourite artists on YouTube and 

Facebook to keep up to date with 

new releases, collaborations, 

tour dates and music videos in 

order to stay in the loop with the 

latest music. They also use 

Instagram, Twitter and 

Snapchat to keep up with the 

day to day to lives of the artists 

they follow and reading their 

account bio and about me pages 

in order to get to know them 

better.  

 

 

Keeping up 
to date with 
artists  

Tribes have various ways of keeping up the artists. 
Passive listeners hear music through radio and 
official charts, but most of them keep up with the 
artists via Spotify and email subscriptions in order to 
be first to hear new music as fans of the artists.  

"I keep up to Date with them by listening out for their 

music across the Radio industry (Radio 1 - KissFMUK - 

Other Radio Stations) I also keep up with the Official 

Chart as well as following them on Twitter and Spotify. 

This way I get their music before everyone else - If I 

love the song it will then be added into my Yearly 

playlist that i take everywhere with me and listen to at 
work."  

-Ian, 20 

"I do follow some of them 

on Instagram and Twitter to 

get more day to day 

information. When Im on 

Twitter or something I also 

click on their bio and also 

read about them as an artist 

or band just to get to know 

them a little."  
-Rachel, 17 

"The best way to feel involved 

with my favourite artists is by 

following them on all their 

social media including 

Snapchat! And Twitter is the 

best way because they tweet 

about new music - 

collaborations and about 

tours! This is why I love 

following Mac Miller on 

Twitter because he has 

countdowns before he 

releases new music and tour 

dates which makes it easier 

to keep up to date with him 

and his music!"  

-Maneka, 20 

"The best way to follow them 

would be following them on 

social media: Facebook - 

twitter etc because you know 

its actually coming from them 

and not someone who heard it 

from someone else"  

-Chloe, 20  
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Feeling involved 
with favourite 
artists 

Tribes demonstrate that they desire a personal and unique experience 

with the artists different from the recorded album so that they can feel 

close, connected and involved with them. They look for these 

experiences at live concerts and festivals, watching interviews, 

documentaries and behind the scenes footage that give insight into the 

real personalities and lives of the artists. Additionally, they feel the 

need to support their favourite artists by buying signed albums and 

merchandise.  

"Best way to keep up to date in 

regards to tours and merch is 

definitely mailing lists - you 

get the news straight away. 

Sign up to Bands in Town and 

youll always be up to date 

concerned upcoming shows."  

–Sofia 21  

"Probably through interaction 

on social media - videos on 

YouTube of their real 

personalities behind the 

scenes."  

-Ellen, 18  

"Best way I feel involved with fav 

artists is just getting to chat with them 

and hear their stories."  

-Ruby, 23  

"I check their personal 
websites if I feel like I 
want to see them live 

and plan ahead."  
-William, 23 

"I think the best way to be involved is to take part in competitions 
offered by them and watch any short documentaries on them or any 

clips they post.“ 
-William, 22  
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What to look for 
in music  

Tribes didn’t really seem to look 

for any specific genres for their 

music and enjoyed having a 

variety of music to listen to. 

There was a split amongst 

them with many looking for a 

good story or strong lyrics to 

listen to that relate to real life 

situations, while others were 

looking for easy listening 

catchy tunes mostly from the 

charts. Overall Tribes seek 

music that’s sounds good for 

the occasion to ‘fill the mood' 

whether that be classical music 

in the background while doing 

work, grime in order to express 

emotion or cheesy pop music 

just to get through the day.  

“When it comes to music I 
look for catchiness - replay-
ability and how fun it is to 
listen/how well it evokes 
emotion. I try not to pay 
attention to genre - but I 

usually find myself listening 
to pop songs eg 80s music - 
rock music and soul/funk.” 

–Chloe, 20 

“When it comes to music - I 
look for quality essentially. 

Genre is not really an issue - 
there are at least a few 

good songs in any genre."  
-William, 22 

“I think the main thing is do I 
like the way it sounds ha - 
which sounds silly but I will 

genuinely listen to any genre 
of music as long as I am 
enjoying it. I have such a 

varied amount of music on 
cds and on my iPod. I think 
initially my parents did. I 
was raised listening to a 

mixture of Meatloaf - Bob 
Dylan - Motown and 

Classical music. Ive always 
had a good mixture of music 

in my life.”  
-Tally, 23,  

“I think its a lot about the 
artist - especially with rap or 
grime I like to listen and see 
what the type of things they 

write lyrics about - thats 
how you can tell what type 

of vibe they are on and what 
kinda mood you need to be 
in to listen to it. Genre used 
to be massive for me - but 

over the years Ive gone more 
to whatever sounds good Ill 

listen to.”  
-Alana, 19  

“I honestly find my mood 
depends on what I listen 

to. I usually listen to Radio 
1 as I can get the latest 

pop tracks throughout the 
day - some indie tracks 
with Huw Stephens and 
some rock with Daniel P 
Carter. Im quite into my 

indie and rock music - but 
love a bit of cheesy pop to 
get me through my day!”  

-Meg, 20  



Rachel, 24 
“I just like something that is easy 

to listen to - catchy and helps me 

zone out a bit when Im 

concentrating on something at 

work!”  
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Inspiration for 
musical choices  

 Tribes’ motivations for choosing music varied from 
supporting the artists behind the music either because of 
how they make them feel or as appreciation for their work as 
an independent artist. Some Tribes also stated that 
recommendations from friends and family influenced their 
choices in music as they are often trusted sources of 
information who may know and understand their tastes. 

“My inspiration for music 
choices is to support those 
without labels mainly - non 

established artists that have 
broke through the charts 

because of the mass 
support they have.”  

-Alana,19,  

“Id say my music choices 
are very heavily influenced 
by the individuals I spend 

time with as I am incapable 
of finding my own style. 

However - once Ive 
discovered some artists I 

enjoy - finding similar 
artists tends to be my 

method of discovery- but 
even so if I then show my 
friend with pride and they 

do not like the music I have 
found I will often abandon 
said artist out of shame.”  

-Emily, 17 

“I listen to grime on a daily 
basis. artists like Santan 

Dave - AJ Tracey - Novelist - 
I admire how they put their 

feelings - emotion and 
experiences into their work 
- i find their very expressive 
and relevant in politics and 
London today. A side from 

all of the grime and hiphop. 
I do have a soft spot for 
indie rock/rock/pop. The 

1975 - Royal Blood - 
Everything Everything and 

the Foo Fighters. Love 
them!”  

-Jessica, 19 

“I mainly hear about music 
from friends and social 

media and I play certain 
music dependent on my 
mood or where i am.”  

-April, 16  
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Impact of music 
adverts  

Whilst some Tribes are sceptical of 

how music ads influence them, they 

like songs played on adverts that 

inspire them to go and search for the 

song and artist if they do not know 

already. They are more engaged with 

music that is catchy and upbeat as it 

is more likely to stick in their heads 

and remain on their minds. 

 

 

 

 

“Music adverts and radio 
inspire me a lot - as it is a 

helpful way of pushing me in 
the direction of new music.”  

-Laura, 24  

“Music adverts and radio 
inspire me a lot - as it is a 

helpful way of pushing me in 
the direction of new music.”  

-Laura, 24  

"Id like to say that adverts dont 
have an impact on me but if the 

song sounds good when its being 
promoted - there is a high 

chance I would search it up!”  
-Maneka, 20  

“Music ads can inspire me to 
look further.”  
– Jack, 19 
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Prompts to turn 
on music 

Tribes are mostly prompted by 

mood, time of day and activity. 

Many of them said that listening 

to music allowed them to drown 

out the world around them in 

order to concentrate on a specific 

task, uplift their mood or fill the 

time between journeys. Music for 

the Tribes seems to hold a lot of 

significance in their daily lives as 

it has an influence on how they 

feel, whether it is to change that 

feeling or maintain a good one 

that they are already in.  

 When seeking new music Tribes 

rarely intentionally sought after 

new music as many of them 

hear new music on the radio or 

suggested to them by friends or 

music platforms and services.  

“I usually listen to music 

when Im travelling when 

Im walking to uni - or on 

the train. Its a relaxing 

way to pass the time.” 

- Sophia, 20 

“For me to turn music on its 
just a part of my daily 

routine - I will listen to it on 
the way to and from work 
every day and then during 

the day at work - I will 
always look to turn music on 

where i can ( In fact while 
typing this I am listening to 
music!!) Also my mood can 
help - Music helps to cheer 

me up and its a way of 
relaxing and enjoying the 

lyrics and voices of artists.”  
-Ian, 20  

“Turning music on is 
normally my way of 

drowning out the world 
around me for example if im 

in a bad mood or bored or 
tired - to pass time and fill 
the emptiness I will often 

play music (though 
sometimes this can keep me 

awake for hours at night 
when I get too engaged)”  

-Emily, 17  

“I turn on music when Im 
doing something that 

requires focus. I prefer to 
have background noise and 
struggle to work in silence - 
but if Im writing something 

for college I dont necessarily 
want to watch something 

that requires I pay attention 
to it like a TV show Ive been 

following.”  
-Molly, 17 

“Ill turn on music depending 
on my mood and time of day. 
If I feel happy and joyful - its 

going to be more upbeat 
tracks I listen to however if 

Im feeling low - theres a 
playlist on Spotify called Just 
Cry which has a good range 

of sad songs.” 
-Maneka, 20 
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Social Media 
 

Tribes referred to different social media 

platforms for different uses. Some said that 

they followed Facebook pages, Twitter 

profiles and Instagram accounts mainly for 

engagement between artists and their fans. 

It was also the platforms where they were 

most likely to be introduced to new music 

and music videos that had been shared by 

friends, while Spotify and YouTube 

introduced new music independently based 

on their music preferences.  

Tribes were asked to imagine they could only 

use ONE single social platform (twitter, 

Facebook, snapchat etc.) to interact with 

their favourite artist, as well as which one 

they would pick and why?  
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Facebook 

Noticeably, almost half the Tribes 

who answered chose Facebook as 

it acted as the ‘whole package’, 

providing a mixture of what all the 

other social media platforms 

offered. For example Facebook 

has a live option, the artist can 

share pictures and there is also an 

option to message the artist 

directly too.  

 Most the Tribes, who picked 

Facebook, said that it was more 

informative than the other 

platforms because it updated 

you on events/concerts coming 

up relevant to the artists.  

 Overall, Tribes felt that Facebook 

was the most versatile out of the 

social media platforms when 

speaking to their favourite artist.  

 “I don’t think you would miss 
out on much by being limited 

to Facebook - it offers pictures - 
videos - short statuses and 

longer-form posts. It’s the most 
versatile of the major social 
media platforms - because it 

doesn’t have to corner a 
particular market - it created 

the market.”  
–William, 23  

“I would choose Facebook - 
since there aren’t any 

limitations (e.g. twitter limited 
to 140 characters and 

Instagram only posting 
pictures and short videos) and 

its easier to see past posts - 
which twitter is terrible for”  

-Chloe, 20 

“I would choose 
Facebook because it 
would create a more 

personal platform where 
you are able to share 

pictures - videos and you 
are able to go live which 

is a more interactive 
experience.”  

-Kamran, 17,  
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Twitter 

Twitter offered Tribes the 

opportunity to reach out to their 

favourite artist and get to know 

the artist on a personal level. For 

those who mentioned Twitter as 

their favourite platform, this was 

because Twitter gives young 

people the opportunity to 

communicate with their 

favourite artist whilst also 

creating a community amongst 

fans of similar music genres.  

 

However, other Tribes did 

mention that Twitter was very 

limiting to them. Twitter’s 140 

character restriction proved to 

be an issue for some of the 

Tribes; they felt it restricted 

artists saying what they want to 

say.  

 “Twitter - I feel like it’s 
the easiest way to have a 

conversation with an 
artist! At least they have 
a slight chance of seeing 
it and replying! You can’t 
imagine Rita Ora replying 

to your Snapchat!”  
- Rachel, 24  

“I would pick twitter 
because it feels the 
closest to the actual 

person and tends to get 
responses from them or 

others the most.”  
-Nicole, 23  

 “I would choose Twitter 
as I find it is a great 

place to talk and 
discover likeminded 

music people.”  
–Ruby, Female, 23  
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Instagram 

When it came to Instagram, the 

Tribes who picked this platform 

said Instagram allowed the 

artist to be more expressive than 

the other social media 

platforms. A few Tribes 

mentioned that, Instagram 

came across as a more positive 

platform as there were little 

opportunities for people/artists 

to get into feuds which are more 

common on platforms such as 

Twitter and Facebook.  

 

Only one of the Tribes said that 

Snapchat would be their first 

choice if they had to pick one 

social media platform. Similar to 

twitter, this was because 

Snapchat offers personal insight 

into the artists’ life. However, 

some Tribes mentioned that 

they preferred to be informed on 

just the music rather than the 

artist’s lifestyle as this can 

sometimes ruin how they view 

the artist.  

“I would probably just 
Instagram - I like to see all 

the behind the scenes 
going ons! However not 

everyone uses Instagram - 
so it may be a bit limiting 

as to who you could 
follow.”  

– Chloe, Female, 21  

 “I would choose Instagram! 
I much prefer looking at 

photo content - and I don’t 
think I would miss 

interacting with artists on 
any other social media 
platforms as I currently 

don’t really follow them on 
any other platforms.”  
– Meg, Female, 20,  

“On social media sites such as Twitter and Facebook - people 
will just rant about their lives or will use them to indirectly 
bitch about people they know. I absolutely hate that... No 
time for bad vibes!! I purposely don’t have Twitter for that 

reason... To be honest - with Instagram I don’t feel as though 
I could miss out on much. Everything I like about a social 

media platform - Instagram has. I just love how people use 
pictures to express themselves.”  

-Sophie, 21  
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Conclusion 

 Music seems to serve a greater 

purpose to Tribes than just using it 

to pass the time but it clearly has a 

great impact on their mood. In 

many cases it’s used to uplift the 

Tribes or as background to bring 

focus to a task. Some Tribes also 

mentioned they would match 

music to their music almost to 

have someone there who 

understands how they feel in that 

moment.  

Most important to Tribes is the 

opportunity to have a personal yet 

sharable experience with music and 

the artists that make them. This 

allows them to feel closer to the art 

form, hence why they feel such a 

need to support up and coming 

breakthrough genres, independent 

artists and music that is transparent 

and in many ways raw.  

  

 Overall Tribes use social media 

platforms in various ways in order to 

stay connected to their artists of 

choice. Although this is not how 

they consume music they feel most 

platforms add a personal touch for 

fans outside of the music itself. It 

was also said to be the easiest way 

to find out about events and gigs 

featuring their favourite artist(s).  


