
Dear Member, 

We hope you are doing well during this coronavirus crisis. This is another report on the 

Society’s current and planned operations which are, as before, subject to factors outside our 

control. 

We still have no expectation that the Society will be able to resume holding its fortnightly 

talks at Cardiff University any time soon. The need to practise social distancing is only one 

aspect. Other issues that would need to be taken into consideration are the willingness of 

external speakers to travel to Cardiff and, if necessary, stay here overnight plus of course a 

number of CAS members may not be prepared to come to the University for some months to 

come. As previously advised, we have therefore organised our programme of talks for 

2020/21 on the basis that they will be held using the Zoom video conferencing platform. We 

have already held two talks on Zoom to finish off the 2019/20 season and we hope the 

members who tuned in enjoyed them. Details of the 2020/21 programme will be emailed to 

you in a separate email within the next week or so and will also go on the website.   

However, we are pleased to confirm that, in view of the pandemic, our talks programme for 

next season will start much earlier than usual with a few talks being held in the usual 

‘holiday’ period of late-July to late-August. During that time, we have arranged the following 

Thursday evening talks: 

30th July at 7.30 p.m. Gary Poyner, 2000-18 editor of The 
Astronomer magazine's Variable Star 
pages  

Historical Novae 

13th August at 7.30 p.m. Sam Walton, Space Plasma Physics 
Group, UCL 

Space Weather - 
Protecting the Earth from 
the ravages of the Sun 

27th August at  7.30 p.m. Dame Jocelyn Bell Burnell, University of 
Oxford 

Bursts, bangs and things 
that go bump in the night 
- transient astronomy 

 

Reminders and joining instructions will, as with the previous Zoom talks, be emailed to you in 

advance.  

We should also remind you that the Society’s 2020 AGM will be held on Thursday, 

23rd July. You are encouraged to attend! 

Although the National Trust reopened the gardens and parkland at Dyffryn Gardens on 6th 

July for pre-booked visitors, the  Society’s Observatory, not surprisingly, remains 

unavailable. We will let you know when the position on this has changed. 

The Brecon Beacons National Park has also reopened, and we hope this will mean that 

stargazing activities can get underway there again fairly soon, possibly in time for the 

evening event we had planned to tie in with National Astronomy Week (14th to 22nd 

November) but this very much remains to be seen. 

We will continue to keep you advised of developments by email, on the Society website 

https://www.cardiff-astronomical-society.co.uk/ and on our Facebook page 

https://www.facebook.com/CardiffAS/.  

 

With our best wishes for the future from the Cardiff Astronomical Society Committee and 

Trustees.  
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