
Dear Member, 

These are incredibly difficult and strange days for all of us, so we want to begin by extending 

our best wishes to you and your family and friends.  

This email is being sent to update you on the current activities of the Society and to tell you 

of our future plans which, for obvious reasons, are subject to change. 

The Welsh Government’s announcement on 29th May of the slight easing of lockdown 

restrictions in Wales made it clear that it will not be possible for the Society to resume 

holding talks at Cardiff University for some time to come – probably until well into next year. 

Consequently, all the remaining 2019-20 talks have now been cancelled and we are working 

on the basis that no talks can be held at the University in 2020-21. 

However, the good news is that the Society’s Committee is actively setting up a number 

of online talks using Zoom, the cloud-based video and audio conferencing platform that 

many of you have probably already become familiar with at work and/or at home. In addition, 

work on preparing the programme of fortnightly talks for 2020/21 has re-started with the 

expectation that all these talks will need to be presented online. 

The Zoom talks already arranged for this season are: 

• The Sky at Night’s Professor Chris Lintott on Saturday, 25th June (full details still 

to be confirmed), and 

• When Galaxies Collide by Dr Megan Argo, University of Central Lancashire, on 

Thursday, 9th July.  

Additional Zoom-based talks are being arranged including, if we are able, during the 

“holiday” month of August. As usual, an email will be sent to you to remind you of the date 

and time of the next talk and provide additional details.  

The Society’s 2020 AGM has also now been re-scheduled for Thursday, 23rd July. Further 

information on this - including formal notice of the Meeting, the agenda, and the Society’s 

2019 Annual Report - will be sent to you in due course. 

In addition to the above, as pointed out in our 6th May email to you, Society member Marc 

Delaney has been setting up a series of online astronomy discussion sessions using Zoom. 

That email provided information about using Zoom - advice on this together with a video 

guide are also on the CAS website. Marc’s sessions are held on Tuesday evenings at 7.00 

p.m. - with two groups currently meeting on alternate weeks. They are informal but the aim is 

to include fun events like quizzes, opportunities to show astronomical images and 

demonstrate something of interest and make short presentations. If you are interested in 

joining these sessions, please contact Marc directly at: marc.a77del@ntlworld.com 

 

Dyffryn Gardens, the site of the Society’s Observatory, remains closed for the time being, as 

do other National Trust properties in Wales, and it remains to be seen when it will re-open to 

the public (although we know that plans for this are being made). However, when it does 

open its gates again admission will almost certainly need to be pre-booked, as with the NT 

properties that are now opening in England and Scotland. The re-opening of Dyffryn 

Gardens would not mean that access to the CAS Observatory/Cory Education Centre for 

stargazing or star parties would immediately be possible - an extended delay is likely. We 

are in close touch with Dyffryn Gardens about this.  

The home page of the Society’s website is being kept updated, almost daily, on things that 

members might wish to do while restrictions on movement continue to be in force. An item 



included in that list is an online talk to be given on Wednesday, 17th June by Dr Julian 

Onions of Nottingham University on The Far Side of the Moon: Is it Just Aliens? – 

please see the website for details off how to register for this FREE talk.   

We will ensure that you are kept informed of future developments with the Society’s activities 

over the coming months by email, the website and on Facebook. 

Please do get in touch if you feel there are additional things we could be doing while we all 

await a return to something like normal. 

We wish you well. 

 

Cardiff Astronomical Society Committee and Trustees 

 

CAS Website: https://www.cardiff-astronomical-society.co.uk/ 

CAS Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/CardiffAS/ 
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