
Well, it is almost impossible to 

believe that yet another year is 

drawing to a close—we have 

been so busy settling into the 

new academic year that time has 

simply whizzed by! 

Pupils have been busy all year 

with all sorts of additional activi-

ties and experiences to comple-

ment their class work.  In Octo-

ber, our oldest pupils went to 

Wolverhampton to watch their 

English exam play, Blood Broth-

ers, and had a fantastic time—

pupils always jump at the end-

ing, as do their teachers who 

have seen it many times! 

18 Yr11 pupils also attended the 

‘Into Film’ Festival at The Curve 

theatre where they watched The 

Avengers: Age of Ultron.   Pupils 

had a great time and particularly 

enjoyed their swanky coach 

which transported them there 

too!  This experience will sup-

port their Film Studies GCSE 

work.   

Our pupils who are involved in 

putting on the musical ‘Little 

Shop of Horrors’ in the new year 

also had the opportunity to 

watch a production of this fan-

tastic  play at The Robin Hood 

Theatre, Newark. The students 

had a great evening out and 

picked up a few tips! 

In December, pupils in Year 8 

took part in a ‘Yes You Can’ 

project, aimed at improving 

pupils’ confidence, raising their 

aspirations and encouraging 

them to achieve.  The project 

culminated in a ceremony at 

Leicester University where our 

pupils represented the college 

fantastically well. 

In November the college was 

proud to be one of the first 

schools to support ‘White 

Ribbon Day’ and hold an 

event in school to promote 

safer and healthier relation-

ships.  The charity provides 

support for young people and 

their families who may have 

been affected by Domestic 

Violence, and was very well 

received by students.    

In November pupils from 

across Yr9 and 10 also 

watched hard-hitting play 

‘Chelsea’s Choice’ .  This play 

deals with the sensitive, but 

very important, theme of 

Child Sexual Exploitation.  The 

play aims to  raise awareness 

of healthy relationships , 

promote safe internet use 

help pupils to identify  risky 

situations and raise their 

awareness of the grooming 

process, and is followed up by 

work in PSHE. 

In November, pupils celebrat-

ed Diwali with a wonderful 

Diwali lunch and traditional 

dancing.  This was a fabulous 

event and it was lovely to see 

pupils, and some staff, includ-

ing Ms Hulcoop,  looking 

wonderful in traditional saris. 

There has also been a number 

of activities lined up to help 

pupils to celebrate Christmas.  

Christmas is always a lovely 

time to be at Hamilton.  There 

are lots of celebratory events 

going on as we approach the 

big day and there is always a 

very festive atmosphere 

around the college. 

The final week of term 

has seen the annual 

Christmas dinner 

being served in our 

Dining Hall.  As always, 

this was a very Christmas-

sy affair with music being 

played and our Dining 

Staff dressed up for the 

occasion!  Staff and stu-

dents alike tucked into a 

traditional meal of turkey 

with all the trimmings 

followed by a choice of 

delicious puddings. 

Children have also been 

out on their Rewards 

Trips—those pupils with 

the most House Points so 

far have been rewarded 

for their excellent effort, 

attendance and behaviour by 

a Premier cinema screening of 

Star Wars.  What a fantastic, 

and well-deserved treat 

for those pupils! 

Yr10s have also been 

busking at Tesco—all in 

the name of their BTEC 

Music results of course !  

Pupils were a credit to the 

college and put on a brilliant 

performance. 

As always, on the last day, 

there will also be our annual 

Christmas Concert.  This is 

always a very nice event and 

can always be guaranteed to 

get me in the Christmas Spirit.  

Students from across all year 

groups (and some brave 
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May I take this opportunity to 

wish you a peaceful holiday. 

School reopens on Tuesday 5th  

Jan ’16 at 8.30am 

staff!) will perform a series of 

Christmas inspired songs and 

dances for us all to enjoy and to 

send us off on our holidays in a 

very festive mood.  Personally, I 

can’t wait! 



As part of our programme of study in English, 

45 Year 8 students had the pleasure of vis-

iting the birthplace of William Shakespeare, 

Stratford-upon-Avon.  They arrived at the 

museum to be greeted with fully attired Tudor 

characters who took our students back in time 

to see what life would have been like during 

Shakespeare’s time.  

Our students also took part in two work-

shops—one was a drama centred on Shake-

speare’s Macbeth and the other was around 

Tudor crimes and punishment. The students 

particularly liked exploring the use of the 

stocks, they even volunteered to stay in them 

for the whole day!  

After lunch pupils were given the opportunity 

to tour Stratford and Shakespeare’s land-

marks. Unfortunately, the weather took a 

turn for the worst, a ‘Tempest’ swamped us all 

and we had to cut our tour short, (an absolute 

tragedy!)  However, spirits were not damp-

ened and the students’ conduct throughout 

the day was exceptional.  Our thanks goes to 

Miss Samari and the English department for 

such a fantastic experience. 

Hamilton pupils have amazed us all with 
their generosity and thoughtfulness this 
term.   
 
In October, pupils donated a wealth of food 
for Open Hands, a charity in Leicester which 
helps to feed disadvantaged families.  We 
were overwhelmed by pupils’ generosity 
and it took Mrs Meadwell a good few hours 
to pack it all up in readiness for collection.   
 
Our Year 10 Student Council have also or-
ganised collections to support a City wide 
schools’ response to raise awareness of 
asylum seekers and refugees. As part of the 
response we would like to thank the gener-
ous donations from parents and students of 
items that will go inside Welcome Packs to 
be distributed by the Red Cross to refugees 

and asylum seekers in our city. Students 
have bought in toiletries, tins of food and 
baby items. These will be taken to the Red 
Cross this week in time for Christmas.  
 
Our pupils have also been supporting The 
Samaritans’ Christmas Child Appeal this 
December.  Christmas boxes of toys were 
donated to the Salvation Army who were 
collecting presents for children facing 
poverty this Christmas. Once again, Hamil-
ton staff, students and parents demon-
strated enormous generosity and this 
Christmas 40 children will have presents to 
look forward to as a result of our pupils’ 
thoughtfulness and kindness to others. 
 
Our thanks goes to pupils, parents, staff 
and to Mrs Meadwell and Mrs Shortland 

for helping to organising these worthwhile 
events. 

Pupils think of others this Christmas time... 

Students step back in time in Stratford...  

 Sporting Superstars…. 
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Pupils gather food for Open Hands 

It has been a busy time for pupils in-

volved in many sporting endeavours 

across the college and we are excep-

tionally proud of their achievements.   

At the beginning of December, Ms 

Williams accompanied a number of 

pupils to the ’So, You Think You Can 

Dance’  competition where our girls did 

fantastically well, coming third overall 

out of all the teams in the city.  In addi-

tion, Arjuna Govia took part in the 

Individual category and also came third 

overall. 

In addition, Mr Partridge and the col-

lege have been hosting the Schools’ Dodge-

ball Competition for schools from across 

the city.  In December, our girls team came 

joint first with Sir Jonathon North Col-

lege—displaying fantastic attitudes and 

team spirit throughout. 

Similarly, there has been great success for 

our Year 7 Basketball team who have been 

on great form so far this season.   In No-

vember the team beat Crown Hills 6-4 and 

Rushey Mead a fantastic 22-4!  They are 

currently top of the league. 

Well done to all our sportsmen and women 

—excellent attitudes and achievements!   

 

Yr7 Basketball Team 

Pupils experience life in Shakespeare’s 



 

2016—don’t forget to buy your tickets before 

they sell out! 

 

Music and Drama (M.A.D) is a big part of col-

lege life and many vibrant things go on in the 

department on a weekly basis.   

Our Arc performance space is used each Fri-

day for Live@TheArc where students from 

across all year groups perform to very eager 

audiences.  Over Halloween, for example, a 

group of Y11 BTEC Music students performed 

a selection of creepy songs to get us all in the 

mood for a spooky weekend! In December we 

were visited by Suzanne Overton-Edwards, 

Principal of Gateway College who came over 

to enjoy a Christmas addition of Live@TheArc 

and she loved the festive carols very much 

indeed.  Our Yr9 and 10 M.A.D pupils have also 

been studying for their Arts Award Qualifica-

tion.  These pupils recently attended a trip to 

the Curve Studio in Leicester where they took 

part in a workshop run by Echo Factory which 

allowed our pupils to study alongside profes-

sional musicians as part of this qualification.  

Don’t forget that in the new year our pupils will 

be putting on their own performance of Little 

Shop of Horrors in a run from March 1-3, 

 her adventures had benefited the charity Sport 

Relief.  She inspired our students to be adven-

turous in their lives and also read an exciting 

excerpt from her book to us.  The students also 

each got an autographed copy of her new book 

to take home as well. 

Helen was particularly impressed by the quality 

of questioning from one of our Yr7 pupils,  Jay 

Mistry and invited him on stage with her to be 

her assistant to  help to choose questions from 

the audience! 

Pupils had a fantastic time and were, as al-

ways, a credit to the school. 

Pupils pull out the pounds for Pudsey...  

Pupils go ‘M.A.D’ in the Arc... 

On 30th September 20 year 7 students had 

a fantastic opportunity to meet a famous 

celebrity and learn more about her craft as 

a writer and  her life. 

Our pupils travelled over to English Martyrs 

Secondary School to see former Blue Peter 

presenter Helen Skelton.  She presented a 

talk about her new adventure series of 

books- ‘Amy Wild’.  Helen’s talk centered 

on her true-life adventure in the Amazon, 

which is what the first book in the series  is 

based on.   

The talk also used actual footage of her trip 

to the Amazon, and she also discussed how 

Pupils go ‘Wild’ for book talk... 
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Winning band ‘Limited Edition’ 

Pupils at The Curve Studios  

 

Back in November our students had a 

wonderful time celebrating Children in 

Need and doing their bit to raise much 

needed funds for charity.   

 

The day began with a Non-Uniform Day 

and pupils arrived in a vast array of outfits 

and brilliant fancy dress ensembles, ditch-

ing their ’boring’ school uniform  in ex-

change for  paying one pound into the 

charity bucket.  Their efforts on the door 

in the morning raised over  One Thousand 

Pounds and was absolutely brilliant. 

 

At the end of the day, pupils’ fund-raising 

kicked up a gear with a ‘Battle of the 

Bands’ style concert after school in the 

Arc, our fabulous performance space.   

 

As always, our pupils showed the profes-

sionals how to do it and treated our audi-

ence to a showcase of fabulous talent.  In 

the end though, there could be only one 

winner and that accolade went to Limited 

Edition, who were worthy champions.  In 

close second was Fugitive and a well-

deserved third place went to Chasing 

Demons .  All pupils did a fantastic job 

and a brilliant £80 was raised for Children 

in Need bringing our total to  £10801.00! 

Helen Skelton with Jay Mistry 



Keyham Lane West 

Netherhall, 

Leicester, 

LE5 1RT 

H a m i l t o n  C o l l e g e  

    

Reading Buddies share a story with neighbours... 

 
As you will know, Hamilton now shares its building with Nether Hall School and since our opening last October we have been work-

ing far more closely together with our neighbours. 

One of our projects which has been new this year is our Reading Buddies scheme which has seen Hamilton pupils going over to 

Nether Hall School in their lunchtimes to read to pupils there.  Every Monday Abdullah Gully, Isa Khatri and Victoria Takacs volun-

teer to give up their lunchtimes and, along with their teacher, Ms Hovey, go over to Nether Hall to both practice their own reading 

skills and spend some quality time with the children there.   

You will be aware that the pupils that attend Nether Hall have a variety of Special Educational Needs and the feedback that we 

have received shows that the pupils there have both benefited from and enjoyed this experience immensely, as have our own 

pupils who have enjoyed getting to know the children and sharing with them the magical experience of reading a story together. 

It is hoped that after the new year even more pupils will be able to get involved and therefore even more pupils from Nether Hall 

will be able to benefit from this fantastic experience.  Thank you to Ms Hovey and the children for giving up their free time to get 

involved with this brilliant project.  

Pupils visit with neighbours at 

Christmas time... 

We were also delighted to be invited to attend Nether Hall’s second annual 

Christmas Craft Fayre at the end of November.   

As always, this event gets the festive season off the best possible start and 

makes everyone who attends feel really Christmassy. 

A number of staff and students went over to Nether Hall for this event and were 

able to buy some fantastic early Christmas presents, all handmade by pupils at 

the school. 

  

Our pupils, and some staff, also visited Nether Hall school on Thursday 17th 

December to sing carols to the children there whilst they are their lunch.  This 

was a lovely ,festive occasion and thoroughly enjoyed by all. 

Our Community News 

at Christmas... 

 

Anti-Bullying Ambassadors  

Our Anti-Bullying Ambassadors have had a busy half term, reintroducing students to the services they provide at Hamilton and the 

work that is done here to promote an Anti-Bullying culture. 

In November, the Ambassadors introduced our first ever Kindness Week, designing activities to celebrate this event, including Kindness 

nominations and awards for pupils who had displayed particularly kind behaviour or gone over and above to help and support another.   

 

Immediately after Kindness Week, came Anti-Bullying Week activities which saw the Ambassadors run a ‘Make a Noise’ Competition 

for students.  This competition encouraged pupils  to show their creative flair to promote an Anti-Bullying message, and many pupils 

chose to create a rap, poem or song with fantastic messages within their lyrics.  We were delighted with the thought-provoking winning 

rap, submitted  by Yr8. 

 

During Anti-Bullying Week, our Ambassadors also designed and created four hundred badges, following this up with a free badge hand 

out for fellow students to wear to show their support for our work around Anti-Bullying throughout the whole college.  The Ambassa-

dors have had a lot of positive feedback regarding this and all badges were gone after one break time, which is incredible! 

 

Next term our Ambassadors have plenty more ideas planned to continue this important work so please look out for further updates in 

our coming newsletters  

 

Upcoming Dates for your Diary: 

 

Tues 5th Jan School reopens after Christmas 

 

Thurs 4th Feb Yr11 Parents Evening 

 

Tues1-3rd March School Production 

 

Thurs 10th March Yr9 Parents Evening 

 

Thurs 24th March School closes for Easter 

  


