
Absolutely no ‘Horrors’ on Show 

Its been yet another busy term for 

us here at Hamilton (is there ever 

any other kind?!) and the time has 

simply flown by since Christmas. 

Our oldest pupils are now  well on 

their way to preparing for their 

summer exams and for life after 

Hamilton, with just 4 weeks to go 

after they return after the Easter 

holidays until the first exams begin.  

In fact, some pupils have been in-

volved in the spoken element of 

their Community Language exams in 

the weeks before we broke up for 

the holidays.  This year the range of 

Language examinations has been 

broader than ever before with pu-

pils entered for Italian, Spanish and 

Arabic amongst others! 

Over the Easter holidays there will 

be a full programme of Study Sup-

port for Yr11 pupils which they 

should attend in order to help them 

with their revision for these im-

portant exams—please see our 

website for full details. 

In February we celebrated 

International Women’s Day 

with a visit by Leader of the 

Green Party, Natalie Bennett. 

Natalie met with around 50 of 

our girls, and discussed a 

whole range of issues from 

feminism, electoral reform, 

education, and a swathe of 

Green Party policies. The 

students were very engaged, 

and asked some very hard-

hitting and challenging ques-

tions. Ms Bennett reported 

that our students’ questions 

were better than some of the 

sixth forms she had visited!  It 

has to be said that they were 

also a real asset to Hamilton, 

in terms of their behaviour 

and manners—as always. 

In March 40 of our very tal-

ented young people attended 

the regional heats of The 

Festival of Music and Youth.  

This is the first time the col-

lege has been involved in a 

festival such as this and we 

were very proud of our 

pupils efforts.  The com-

ments received from the 

judges on the day were 

remarkable and included 

gems such as ‘engaging 

from start to fin-

ish’ ...‘beautiful presenta-

tion’ ...‘ fantastic confi-

dence’ and, my personal 

favourite, ‘flabbergasted 

by the performance’ 

Hamilton’s students have 

also been voting in the 

Choose or Lose Young 

People’s elections. Three of 

our students, Brahmpreet, 

Yr10, Jobenjeet and Het, 

Yr8 wanted to represent 

young people across the 

city on Leicester City Young 

People’s Council, and so, 

campaigned tirelessly for 

votes.  We are delighted to 

announce that, in an un-
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We were delighted and oh so proud to bring 

our incredible version of Broadway Musical 

’Little Shop of Horrors’ to the stage for 3 

nights during March.   

Our cast of very talented performers from 

Year 7 through to Year  11 thrilled audiences 

each evening with show-stopping hits such as 

‘Feed Me’ and ‘Down on Skid-Row’. 

We also had brilliant performances from all of 

our very gifted actors, including Sam, who 

played deranged dentist Orin Scrivello, DDS, 

Brandon who brought to life the nerdy florist 

Seymour Krelborn, Rebecca who played the 

object of Seymour’s affections, Audrey and 

Mohammad who played grumpy old Mr 

Mushnik. 

Of course, the piece wouldn’t be complete 

without dancers, singers and a whole host of 

other brilliantly talented students who 

breathed life into  characters such as Chrystal, 

Ronette and Chiffon, 

amongst many others. 

We are completely in-

debted to our brilliant 

Music and Drama team 

who worked tirelessly to 

bring the show to life, as 

well as the Student 

Council and other pupils 

who supported back 

stage and front of house 

to make this such a re-

sounding success. 

We are already looking 

forward to what next 

year brings!  

precedented move, all 3 of our 

young people were voted onto the 

council. In addition, Brahmpreet 

become one of only two of the UK 

Parliament representatives.  A great 

result for Hamilton students. They 

will represent the City for a term of 

two years and we are exceptionally 

proud of them. 

We were also thrilled to host, for the 

second year running, our MFL com-

petition, a tense competition be-

tween ourselves and City of Leicester 

School featuring some of our most 

gifted linguists taking part in a series 

of French related challenges 

throughout the day. The culmination 

(and the highlight) of the competi-

tion is the singing contest in round 3 

where Hamilton came into their 

own!  This year we were delighted 

and proud to take back the Champi-

onship from CoLC in a very tightly 

run contest—well done to all in-

volved. 

Enjoy a restful Easter.  We reopen for 

the Summer term on 11th April  

 

The, very talented, cast of ‘Little Shop of Horrors’ 

 



In March this year a number of pupils 
took part in a very special event called 
The ‘Yes You Can’ project which targets 
young people from Africa, Black and dual 
heritage backgrounds to engage in posi-
tive experiences and activities connected 
to future goals. 
The young people involved got the op-
portunity to visit with a number of uni-
versities, including Leicester University 
and Nottingham Trent as well as some of 
our local Post 16 providers in order to 
support pupils to think about their aspi-
rations. 
Our young people also had the oppor-
tunity to learn some important future 
skills such as CV writing and career plan-
ning which they really enjoyed as it 

helped that to learn a few practical 
‘tricks of the trade’ for the future. 
The highlight of the programme was 
their graduation ceremony at De 
Montfort University where, as you can 
see, our students got to don their caps 
and gowns in order to graduate.  They 
certainly felt very special on the day, and 
rightly so! 
The project certainly had a 
very positive effect on the 
students as almost all now 
have aspirations to go on to 
university.   
In her feedback one student 
wrote “The ’Yes You Can Pro-
gramme’ has been inspiring, 
educational and, most of all, 

fun! If I could do it all over again I would!  
I am now considering going to the Uni-
versity of Nottingham ...I want to be 
either a lawyer or an actress” 
Another great opportunity for our young 
people.  

Can you? Oh, ‘Yes You Can’! 

School’s Spectacular Science Week... 
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During the week of 14th March, Hamilton 

pupils celebrated British Science Week in 

spectacular style with a week long cele-

bration of all things scientific - in fact 

there was so much that went on that it’s 

hard to know where to begin! 

On Monday 15th our Yr9 boys enjoyed an 

exciting trip to The Space Centre where 

they were able to get involved in a host 

of activities.    

On Tuesday, selection of Yr9 pupils went 

to Nether Hall Special School to help with 

their “Mad Science” Day – when we 

spoke to the teachers the next day they 

were absolutely delighted by our pupils; 

they had been, they had been polite, 

helpful, patient, and had even played 

football with the pupils, voluntarily stay-

ing on after the school day to do so. 

On Wednesday, KS3 pupils, along with 

Netherhall pupils, completed a ‘Wonderful 

Water’ Activity Day in house teams—

Bradgate House were the victors on the 

day! In addition, each student earned a 

CREST Discovery Award from the British 

Science Association for taking part. 

One of the most exciting moments during 

Science Week is the highly anticipated 

Zoolab which, this year, happened on 

Thursday 17th March with pupils getting 

the opportunity to handle a variety of ani-

mals and insects—have a look at our pic-

ture, opposite. 

Then on Friday our Yr10 pupils visited The 

Big Bang Fair at the NEC in Birmingham 

where they had a fantastic time learning 
 

about a variety of science related activi-

ties.  On top of so many wonderful enrich-

ment activities, there were also daily quiz-

zes for pupils to win prizes.  Our thanks go 

to Ms Dixon and other members of the 

Science department for their efforts in 

bringing Science to life. 

In February, 23 students from Yrs9, 10 and 

11 went set sail on a fantastic trip across 

the sea to wonderful Calais in France.   

In emphasis of the trip was for students to 

develop their confidence with their French 

speaking skills so every opportunity was 

taken to but these to the test through a 

series of exciting planned opportunities 

during the weekend. 

 

The students had the opportunity to visit a 

Bonjour to beautiful Calais... 

bakery, where they learnt how baguettes 

and croissant are made, they also ex-

plored a market and practised their 

French by haggling with the sellers there.  

Later there was a chance to make deli-

cious crepes, visit a chocolate factory, and 

then saw (and joined in with)  a display of 

traditional sweet making.   They also (I 

can’t believe there was time!) managed to 

squeeze in a visit to the Sea Life Centre 

too.  What a fantastic opportunity.  

Merci, Ms O’Hanlon! 

 

Pupils visit a traditional sweet shop 



 

As always, it’s been a busy term for our sporty 

students.  At the beginning of March, eight of 

our Yr7 students competed in the Leicester 

City SSPAN competition at Soar Valley College. 

The competition was actually for Yr8s but our 

Yr7 girls stepped up to the mark to compete in 

a higher age group. The competition was very 

difficult but we managed to beat our local 

rivals Rushey Mead by 8 points to 7, meaning 

that we took home the trophy as well as going 

through to the next stage of the competition. 

The team will now progress to the Level 3 

Super Series Finals at Catmose College in Oakham in 

April, which we are delighted by. 

Our Year 7 Boys Basketball team have also been show-

ing their sporting prowess out on the court this term 

too.  We are proud to report that they won the East 

Leicester competition so qualified for the overall 

Leicestershire competition. They  played exceptionally 

well against a very strong Rawlins Academy but, un-

fortunately, lost out to them. The boys were fantas-

tic throughout the training and competitions and 

were a credit to the school.  

 On Monday 7th March, our Literacy Inter-

vention Worker, Molly, took 19 Yr7 pupils 

to the Leicester Tigers Ground.  This event 

is part of an initiative called ‘Whatever it 

takes’ and aims to encourage more pupils 

to read for pleasure, a hugely important 

skill for life.  They were delighted to meet 

well-known children’s author Pete Johnson 

who has written many novels which are 

very popular with our young people.  Stu-

dents participated in a book talk, games, 

and a writer's workshop, where they were 

supported to create their own pieces about 

horror,  all led by the author himself.  It was 

a very interactive session and the students 

were very enthusiastic about the session.  

Students also received an autographed copy 

of his new book "Traitor" as a special treat.   

Students were chosen for this trip as a re-

ward for their participation in the current 

literacy interventions that Molly is running.  

They are participating in a number of pro-

grammes to improve their reading skills.  

These include using Aquila magazine, a non-

fiction magazine which goes home with pu-

pils and is filled with activities, Skelling, a 

novel which pupils are reading together and 

completing activities to  improve their skills 

with independent reading and engagement 

with reading for pleasure, and Acceleread-

er—a computer based  program 

‘Siyabonga’ and Thank You for another great concert! 

Hamilton’s Sporting Heroes... 

Pupils’ pleasure in trip to the Tigers... 
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Our Yr7 Handball Team  

Pupils meet author Pete Johnson 

In March the college was delighted to 

host its annual Project Africa concert, 

an incredible joint concert between our 

home-grown Hamilton talent and the 

marvellous young people of 

Lamontville South Africa who are 

joined together, by the power of Skype, 

for an hour long joint musical collabo-

ration of song and dance celebrations. 

This year, we chose to rename Project 

Africa ‘The Siyabonga Project’ as 

‘Siyabonga’ means ‘thank you’ in Zulu, 

and there was an awful lot to be thank-

ful for when watching such an emo-

tional and moving concert on the after-

noon of Friday 18th March.  The pupils 

on both continents put on a delightful 

display of songs, many chosen for their 

deep spiritual meanings, to share with 

each other and the audience. 

In addition to the musical experience, 

the college also raises funds to support 

the education of some of the young 

people in Lamontville, and this year we 

are trying to ensure that they can have 

scientific calculators.  Over Easter, our 

Head of Music, Ms Iredale, will go over 

to Lamonville to visit with our friends 

over there and it is our intention to 

pack Ms Iredale’s suitcase so full of 

calculators she has no room for any-

thing else!  

 

Our pupils Skye with students in Lamontville, S.A 
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As you know, we are delighted to share our school site with Nether Hall Special School.  The links between the two schools continue 

to get stronger and this term there have been a number of successful joint projects.   

At the beginning of March we held a very successful joint Mothers’ Day Fair with pupils from both schools selling handmade goodies 

for mums (or other special somebodies) ahead of the big day.  This was a really successful event, and may of the wonderful gifts were 

snapped up very quickly by staff and students alike. 

Nether Hall pupils have also been over to school to watch a performance of ‘Little Shop of Horrors’, which they enjoyed greatly and 

many of the pupils were even dancing in the aisles during the musical numbers.   

Then, during Book Week a number of our pupils spent the day at Nether Hall to support their ‘Superhero’ themed day and enjoyed a 

fantastic and rewarding experience with children. 

Each lunchtime a number of our boys go over to play football with the pupils, and each week some of our pupils are Reading Buddies 

for children at the school—again these are great experiences for all the children involved from both schools. 

There are also a number of our Yr11 pupils who take part in work experience placements at Nether Hall at 

different times during the week.  This is a real privilege for the pupils involved and is giving them an incred-

ible experience and something quite unique for their CVs.  We look forward to forging even stronger links 

moving forward.  

 
Dates for your Diary! (some dates may be sub-

ject to change) 
 

11th April College Reopens 

 

21st April Yr8 Parents Evening 

 

22nd April Yr8 HPV Jabs 

 

28th April Yr10 Information Evening 

 

2nd May  Bank Holiday 

 

3rd May  GCSE Exams begin 

 

6th May  Warwick Castle Trip 

 

19th May Yr7 Parents’ Evening 

 

27th May Summer Half-term 

 

6th June  School re-opens 

 

23rd June Yr6 Induction Evening 

 

24th June Yr11 Prom 

 

30th June Yr6 Induction Day 

 

14th July School Closes for Summer 

College reopens after Easter on 

Monday 11th April at 8.30am—

Enjoy a restful break.  

 

              Nether Hall and Hamilton Schools in Partnership  

Nether Hall and Hamilton celebrate World Book Day 

together 


