
Night at the Proms! 

It is the end of another eventful year 

for Hamilton students and staff, and 

we have an awful lot to report in our 

newsletter. 

Back in May, Mr Petrie took our lucky 

Yr7 students on a trip to Warwick 

Castle as part of their History studies.  

The highlight of the trip, as is always 

the case for our pupils,  was a visit to 

the dungeon which many pupils found 

truly terrifying!  Our Yr10 Geographers 

also headed out to Hunstanton as part 

of their Field Work and were delighted 

to see the sea! 

Our students have also been showing 

off their incredible Maths talent.  

Firstly, in the highly acclaimed Junior 

Maths Challenge, a national challenge 

with over 600,0000 students taking 

part from across the country.  We are 

exceptionally proud of all of the stu-

dents who took part, but we are de-

lighted to report that Het Talati in 8SI 

got our best score and came in the 

top 7% in the country, achieving a 

Gold Award.  Other students achiev-

ing fantastic awards were: Tristan 

Sidhu Yr7 – Silver Award, Oliver Mo-

hamede-El-Sayed , Yr7 Silver Award,  

Sharon Salaja Yr7 – Bronze 

Award, Tyler Bingham Yr7  – 

Bronze Award, and from Yr9: 

Shmylah Mitchell – Bronze 

Award, Mohammed Radwan – 

Bronze Award, Zaheen Ibrahim 

– Bronze Award—

Congratulations to you all!  

Ms Geary also took some of our 

students to Grace Road Cricket 

Ground to take part in statistics 

work, based around the game of 

cricket!  Pupils had a fantastic 

time and learnt some valuable 

maths skills too. 

In June, our students visited 

London and the Parliament 

buildings which is, obviously, 

exciting enough in itself, but on 

the day of their visit the Chilcot 

Report had been released so 

our students were in the thick 

of it politically, even managing 

to witness a pretty tough de-

bate featuring some famous 

names from their vantage point 

in the public gallery! 

 I am also delighted to report on 

the achievements of students 

who have sat their Trinity 

Rock and Pop Exams—this 

is first for Hamilton, and we 

are indebted to Ms Irdeale 

and the Music department 

for bringing this opportuni-

ty to students of all ages.  

There were huge successes 

with a total of I7 passes, 8 

merits and 4 distinctions—

incredible! In Yr8, (some of 

the youngest students to 

take the exams) we are 

delighted to report the 

following: Alfie Ingram – 

Merit, Alicia Garner – Merit, 

Kelsey Gray – Pass, Tina Chi – 

Pass, Georgia Eason – Pass, 

Tiana Carlyse – Pass 

Our Achievement Evening 

was held in the last week of 

July, with Music also holding a 

separate Celebration Evening 

too.  Both events were fantas-

tic demonstrations of the 

quality of talent amongst 

Hamilton students and how 

much there is to celebrate 
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On Friday 24th June we were delighted to 

host our annual Yr11 Prom, this time, for the 

first time at College Court in Leicester.   

As always, It was a lovely event attended by 

our Y11 students who looked lovely in their 

ball gowns and dinner jackets and, although 

they had only been away from the college for 

2 weeks, they already seemed to have ma-

tured into young adults.   

As always, the evening is a wonderful event 

which begins with the students’ arrival in a 

vast array of glamourous and unusual vehi-

cles.  Students then enjoyed a buffet meal 

before the highly anticipated Awards Ceremo-

ny began.  This year, prizes voted for by the 

students themselves included ‘Best Ginger’ 

and ‘Biggest Flirt’ as well ‘Most Improved’ and 

‘Best Actor’.  This year Prom Queen award 

was given to the lovely Anna Ahern.  

After the awards students danced the night 

away to their favourite songs, and 

enjoyed the chocolate fountain as 

well as the huge Prom Cakes! 

We are exceptionally proud of our 

Yr11 students.  They worked really 

hard for their exams, completing 

lots of extra revision and attending 

study support and holiday clubs 

right up until the end—we wish 

them every success with their fu-

tures and look forward to seeing 

them again on Results Day - Thurs-

day 25th August 16   

here.  Many awards were given out on 

the nights to students for their effort 

and achievement in their subjects.  In 

addition, the Governors awarded a 

number of special awards including an 

award for Determination and Endur-

ance to Chris Bryan, Yr9, who is an 

inspiration to us all as he keeps up his 

studies whilst dealing with cancer, all 

with a great big smile on his face! An-

other huge congratulations must be 

given to Mrs Shortland, Humanities 

teacher, Mrs Shortland was a finalist of 

the Leicester Mercury ‘Inspirational 

Teacher of the year’ awards 2016 and 

thoroughly deserved this was too—Mrs 

Shortland is an incredibly dedicated 

teacher who does fantastic things, 

many of which you will read about in 

our Newsletters. 

Obviously our newsletter can only bring 

you a flavor of all of the fantastic things 

happening at Hamilton, please do keep 

in touch with us to find out more (see 

the back page for details) 

May I wish you a safe and restful sum-

mer.  School reopens for pupils on 

Tuesday 30th August at 8.30am  

 

 

Yr11 on Prom Night 

 



Hamilton’s annual political speaking competi-
tion, MP6 , proved to be a winning year for 
our very own Brahmpreet Gulati, Yr10, and we 
are absolutely delighted for her! 
Seven city schools took part this year with 
the semi-finals held at City Hall, so it was a 
tense build up to the finals which, as always, 
we were very proud to host in June. 
During the final, Brahmpreet gave an inspiring 
and passionate speech about how society is 
failing the LGBT community, her ability to give 
a voice to important issues has been a key 
trait of Brahmpreet’s personality and one 
which marks her out as a committed and 
passionate public speaker.   MP Keith Vaz then 
quizzed her on current affairs, giving all the 
contestants quite a grilling, before announcing 
that she had won the prestigious title for 
Hamilton. Congratulations to Brahmpreet, and 
well done to all of the schools who took 
part—it does take real courage to stand in 

front of an audience, and all students deserve 
our respect. 
Speeches will be uploaded on 
www.politicallyspeaking.co.uk  over the next 
few days for any interested parent or student 
to have a look at, and I would urge you to do 
so—I think there are a few future politicians 
amongst the  contestants!  
We were also incredibly honoured to host a 
very special guest speaker during MP6, the 
esteemed author and poet Benjamin Zephani-
ah. He spoke about his struggle with Dyslexia 
and told the students personal stories of hope 
for the future. Students and staff were de-
lighted to meet him, and were inspired by his 
down-to-earth manner, as well as his motiva-
tional speech on how it is possible to over-
come difficulties in life, particularly when we 
work together.  He is certainly an inspirational 
role model for the students and commented 
on how warm and inviting the school was—

Benjamin, we would welcome you back any 
time! 

Pupils get all Political! 

Healthy Hamilton  
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As you will be aware, we firmly believe in 

the importance of ensuring students 

receive a well-rounded education in order 

to best prepare them for their future lives 

in modern Britain. To support this, we 

hosted our second annual Health Fair on 

Tuesday 26th April 2016, with stalls 

provided by the School Nursing Team, 

amongst other organisations, and led by 

Alison Woodbridge. Alison is our School 

Nurse and very well known to students 

and staff, providing much needed weekly 

support here.  

The stalls allowed pupils in Yr9-11 to ask 

questions about issues concerning their 

health and safety, such as cancer aware-

ness, dermatology and Sexual Health.  

Pupils were able to meet with the police, 

NHS staff and other experts on very 

sensitive, but very important topics, 

such as CSE (child sexual exploitation) 

and ask questions in a carefully con-

trolled manner.  

The event supports the PHSE curricu-

lum, with all the stalls linking to 

PHSE topics and the essential infor-

mation our pupils require in order to 

lead safe and healthy lives in this ever 

changing and complex world. 

The NHS School Nurse stall was, again, 

particularly popular, with many pupils 

meeting Alison and her NHS colleagues, to 

discuss health issues, especially breast and 

testicular cancer in the young, and general 

advice on who to ask when they need help.  

 
 

We had a fantastic time during our annual 

school Sports Day in June.  Luckily the rain 

that seemed to have plagued much of the 

week stayed away and we were able to enjoy 

a really wonderful day of sporting fun. 

Students took part in a variety of field events 

in the morning, before the whole school 

joined in the fun in the afternoon.  For those 

students less keen on fierce competition, 

they could try their hand at a number of ‘old-

fashioned’ activities such as ‘Splat-the-Rat’ 

and ‘Ring Toss’ to win much needed House 

Points.  Even the staff got involved with a 

highly dubious Tug-o-War which is still being 

On your Marks, Get set, Go! 

contested now! We were also treated to our 

Student Band throughout the afternoon 

who did a great job of entertaining the 

crowds!  Overall, the champions were Bos-

worth House—much deserved and worthy 

winners! 

Students also took part in a week of skating 

as part of Health and Fitness Week  - the 

Sports Hall was turned into a skating roller 

dome by SK8House and over 520 students 

took part in after school skating—it was a 

great week -brilliant to see our students 

getting sporty in their free time! 
 

Students battle it out on Sports Day! 

Pupils in Yr7 and 8 will attend their 

own Health Fair in October, with stalls 

which specifically address their needs. 

Hamilton Health Fair 

Proud winner, Brahmpreet  



 

We are absolutely delighted to report that 

our students made it through to the finals 

of The National Festival of Music for Youth 

finals in June.   

Students from across all year groups came 

together to create their musical repertoire 

which they took to the prestigious City of 

Birmingham Symphony Orchestra after 

making it through the heat stages and into 

the finals.  We had already been blown 

away by the mentors’ feedback during the 

initial stages of the competition and 

had been so proud to receive com-

ments such as “beautiful presentation”, 

“fantastic confidence” and, my favour-

ite “I was complete flabbergasted by 

your performance” !  Although, on this 

occasion, our students didn’t go on to 

win, I am incredibly proud of them and 

their teachers.  They never fail to 

astound me with their talent and their 

bravery.  I look forward to the next install-

ment! 

 On the 10th June,  a number of Y9 students 

went out of college on a literacy focused 

activity day held at Leicester Race Course. 

The day, sponsored by WiT, (the ‘Whatever 

it Takes reading initiative) was held to cele-

brate Roald Dahl’s 100th birthday and saw 

students participating in a range of literacy 

focused and team building activities, linking 

them with pupils transferring to Hamilton 

from one of our feeder primary school in 

the summer.   All students were ‘buddied-

up’ with a Yr6 and spent the day in a men-

toring role, working one to one with their 

partner; they formed bonds with the young 

learners (buddies) by braving terrifying 

heights on rock walls and calmly communi-

cating through timed tasks. The students had 

an excellent day and are looking for-

ward to seeing their ‘buddy’ at Hamil-

ton after the summer.  The students 

were passionate, and often highly 

competitive when they needed to be 

during the tasks! More importantly 

though, as always, they were a credit 

to the school and demonstrated great 

skills as older mentors. 

Students have also been taking part in 

the acclaimed Reading Rampage 

scheme once more this year.  They 

have reviewed a range of 20 books, before 

taking part in a authors Q&A at Stamford 

Court. 

Brexit?  Hamilton EU are in! 

Festival Finalists! 

Students remember 100 years of Roald Dahl... 
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National Festival of Youth Music Finalists 

Yr9s supporting Yr6s  on Roald Dahl Day 

Back in June Hamilton hosted its very own 

EU Referendum.  It was an exceptionally 

important time for everyone at the college 

because we believed that our young people 

needed a voice on this issue—after all they 

are the ones who will be impacted by it the 

most, yet they do not have a right to vote. 

Student Leaders and Yr10 Citizenship stu-

dents formed two campaign groups—

’Remain’ and ‘Leave’.  They then spent a 

number of weeks campaigning for their 

party, including holding assemblies for all 

year groups. 

On Election Day all members of the college 

were given a personalised, printed polling 

card and then given the opportunity, 

throughout the day, to cast their vote. 

Even on the day, there was fierce campaign-

ing for last minute votes, and we were 

joined by local MPs from each side who sat 

at our ’Ask the Expert’ table, giving voters 

the opportunity to gather final opinions and 

facts before casting their all important vote. 

We were delighted to also be visited by the 

Leicester Mercury who took photos of our 

event and were exceptionally impressed 

with the professional approach to the day, 

which really did mirror, on every level, a real 

campaign and election—congratulations and 

huge thanks to Mrs Shortland, the Student 

Leaders and Yr10 Citizenship students for 

putting on such a brilliant opportunity for 

the school. 

The votes were counted and verified on the 

day, and in contrast to the wider view of 

Britain, but in keeping with the picture in 

Leicester, Hamilton voted overwhelmingly 

to REMAIN! 

 

EU Referendum day  
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Uniform Reminders! 

 

 

From August 2016, all students at Hamilton are required to wear the 

full college uniform - we are grateful to you for your support here: 

From Academy School Uniforms: 

Hamilton College Blazer with Hamilton logo on the breast pocket;  

Hamilton College Clip on Tie in House Colour  

 

From Local Retailers of your choice: 

Plain black school trousers – these must be plain black and not skin 

tight.  Jeans, leggings or jeggings are not to be work 

OR 

knee length school skirt – this must be plain black 

 

Plain white, collared school shirt which buttons to the neck.  Polo 

shirts are not acceptable. 

 

Plain black V-neck school jumper (optional) 

 

Plain, all black footwear 

 

HATS MUST NOT BE WORN IN OR AROUND THE SCHOOL, INCLUD-

ING; HOODED TOPS & CAPS  

 

Religious headwear (headscarves, topis, turbans) must be plain black 

with no decoration on them 

 

Make-up must be discreet and kept to a minimum.  Hair colour 

should be within the natural range of colours.  Students must not 

have extreme hairstyles or colours which would be deemed unac-

ceptable in a business environment.   

 

Facial piercings are not allowed.  Earrings must be discreet. 

Pupils are permitted to wear a necklace for religious purposes but 

this must be kept inside the shirt at all times  

 

Students’ may choose to wear an outdoor coat, fitting to the weath-

er conditions.  This should be suitable for a professional environment 

and must be removed once indoors  

 

Mobile phones usage is monitored at Hamilton: 

 Mobiles are only out in lessons if the teacher wants you to use them for your 

learning; 

 Mobile phones/earphones to be put away on entrance to school and straight 

after break and lunch; 

 If you are listening to music, you must use headphones; 

 Students must follow Internet Safety Guidance and not use their mobile inap-

propriately at any time 

 

               

 

Attendance and Punctuality 

We are all, students and staff, striving for 100% 

attendance.   You may have heard a lot about 

90% attendance being ‘good enough’ recently in 

the press, but actually 90% attendance means: 

 your child has been absent from lessons 

for the equivalent of one half day every 

week. 

 By the end of the year they will have 

missed the equivalent of four whole 

weeks of school 

We strongly believe that students will find it very 

difficult, if not impossible to catch up with that 

amount of missed work.  Research shows that 

students with good attendance do better aca-

demically, particularly in GCSE exams than those 

who don’t attend as regularly, as you’d probably 

expect.  This is why we ask for your support to 

ensure that your child attends school each day, 

on time at 8.30am.  Please don’t worry about 

small aches or pains - we will contact you if 

there’s a concern over your child’s health.  Usual-

ly, a minor headache or feeling ‘a bit rundown’ 

in the morning can be shaken off by break time, 

with a chance to catch-up with friends and take 

your mind off it with lessons! 

Remember college re-opens at 8.30am on Tues-

day 30th August 2016 for the Autumn term 
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