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13 March 2017 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

I am writing to you as the new chair of governors of Hamilton College to explain what is happening at 

the school from now on. 

 

Ofsted inspection 

As I am sure you are aware, following an Ofsted inspection in October 2016, Hamilton College was 

judged as Ofsted grade inadequate which means that the school needs significant action and support 

to address all areas for improvement. 

 

Academy conversion 

As a result of this inspection Hamilton College is required to become an academy sponsored by Rushey 

Mead Educational Trust (RMET). There has been separate communication to parents and carers about 

this. The conversion date is expected to be in the summer term but, in the meantime, RMET has 

started on a programme of support at the school. 

 

Interim Executive Board 

In February the Local Authority set up a new governing body called an Interim Executive Board (IEB) 

because they believe that a smaller, focused IEB with the appropriate skills is necessary to address the 

challenges swiftly and to secure the changes needed. The IEB members are Cathy Brown, Trevor 

Pringle, Elaine Taylor, Ed Thompson and Stuart McAvoy who all bring significant skills and expertise. I 

am a National Leader of Governance and have experience of chairing a number of governing bodies. 

 

Leadership arrangements 

Starting on 20 February, Rushey Mead Educational Trust commissioned additional leadership capacity 

for Hamilton College. Jackie Gair has taken up the post of Interim Principal and Jason Cumming as 

Interim Associate Principal. They are both experienced school leaders who are working in the school 

on a focused action plan. These posts are interim until Hamilton converts to academy status but the 

intention is that Jackie and Jason will continue beyond that to lead the school through to the next 

Ofsted inspection. 

 

The IEB will update you regularly on progress at the school and we look forward to meeting you at 

events such as the Parents Forum. 

  

Yours faithfully 

 

 

Cathy Brown, Chair of IEB 


