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Common Mistakes in Artificial Lawn 

Installation and How to Avoid Them 

Artificial lawn installation is increasing 

in popularity all over the UK as 

homeowners look to new ideas and 

innovation in garden design.  

Synthetic grasses have greatly 

improved in aesthetic value over the 

past two decades and today’s artificial 

lawns look and feel just like the real 

thing but deliver much higher 

performance than natural grass, are safe for pets and cut down the 

maintenance aspect of the garden significantly. 

Many homeowners are buying artificial lawn matting to self-install. 

To get the best out of your synthetic grass, and to make sure it lasts for years, it 

must be installed correctly, adhering to ground preparation guidelines and 

drainage requirements.  

Professional artificial lawn installers recommended by PermaLawn really 

know their stuff and can deliver a beautiful installation that will live up to its 

reputation and give you a perfect lawn that will last.   

If you’d like us to recommend a local installer for your project, contact us today 

on 01773 441 950 to talk to a member of the team. 

Visit the local installer page for more information at: 

https://www.perma-lawn.co.uk/local-stockist 
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Installing artificial lawn yourself  

PermaLawn artificial lawn matting is high-quality and a skilled DIYer or 

gardener can often comfortably take on the project, but there are some 

common mistakes, easily made, that can trip you up if you’re not aware of the 

importance of them. 

We’ve put together some of the most common mistakes our clients come to us 

with when they’ve installed artificial grass themselves. 

Lack of planning 

Planning is arguably the most important step of 

any garden project. This step should take time. 

An artificial lawn is an investment and you 

need to make sure you get the most from it.  

Think about garden design and how you want 

to use your spaces. Sketch it out! PermaLawn 

has a handy project planner you can download 

and print out as many times as you wish.  

Find the project planner at: https://s3-eu-west-

1.amazonaws.com/cdn.webfactore.co.uk/6540_permalawn-project-planner.pdf 

Consider your spaces and bear in mind how your family will use them. Think 

about where a pool may go during the summer months and if you are planning 

an outside kitchen or barbecue area, make sure you create a lawn-free zone to 

avoid damage to your artificial grass from hot barbecue coals. 

Read more about planning your artificial lawn with our handy guide at: 

https://www.perma-lawn.co.uk/tips-and-advice/artificial-grass-care-and-

maintenance-guides 

Once you are sure about your design, you’ll need to buy your grass matting. 

Check out the PermaLawn range in our online shop at: 

https://www.perma-lawn.co.uk/ 

https://www.perma-lawn.co.uk/


 

 

Common Mistakes in Artificial Lawn 

Installation and How to Avoid Them 

 

3 

© Copyright Permaroof 2019 

(UK) Ltd 2018 

Choosing good quality artificial lawn 

There are many different artificial lawn 

mats available to buy at a wide range of 

prices. An easy mistake to make is to buy 

cheap. Every homeowner should set a 

realistic budget for garden projects and 

buy the best quality lawn that you can 

afford. 

Cheap fake grass is widely available, but 

does not carry the same quality or 

longevity that good quality grass will 

give. This can be a false economy over the lifespan of your artificial grass 

installation. 

PermaLawn offer a wide range of different artificial grasses to suit all budgets. 

Our cheapest grass design is still of a higher quality than many other brands 

you will find on the market. 

Take a look at our range of artificial grasses at: 

https://www.perma-lawn.co.uk/ 
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Buying the correct quantity of artificial lawn 

It is easy to fall at the first fence if you 

do not get the quantities right for your 

lawn project.  Once you have your 

design, you have a couple of options.  

Contact your artificial lawn supplier to 

arrange a consultation with your 

planner.  

They will come out to see your project and use your planner to measure up and 

order the right quantity of artificial lawn for you. You may still be able to install 

it yourself. 

Carefully measure your spaces (twice) to ensure you have the right 

measurements and use a square metre calculator. 

PermaLawn has a free, online square metre calculator you can use at: 

https://www.perma-lawn.co.uk/tips-and-advice/square-metre-calculator 

 

Insufficient ground preparation 

The preparation of the ground for your 

artificial grass is a crucial step that is 

commonly overlooked or skimmed over. To 

fully appreciate your new lawn, you must make 

sure that the ground is adequately prepared.  

PermaLawn has resources to help you find out 

more about ground preparation at: 

https://www.perma-lawn.co.uk/tips-and-

advice/installation-guide 

 

https://www.perma-lawn.co.uk/tips-and-advice/square-metre-calculator
https://www.perma-lawn.co.uk/tips-and-advice/installation-guide
https://www.perma-lawn.co.uk/tips-and-advice/installation-guide
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Inadequate drainage 

Failure to install adequate drainage for 

your artificial lawn is one of the most 

common mistakes made by DIY 

installers.  

Drainage is critical, as if there isn’t any, 

then your lawn can be severely 

compromised and in the worst cases, 

can lift and become misshapen.  

When that happens, it has to be removed and reinstalled. Once the lawn has 

been removed, there is no guarantee it will look as lovely the second time it is 

installed. In addition, time and money have been wasted, and this is not ideal 

for any homeowner. 

Read more about the importance of drainage for your artificial lawn at: 

https://www.perma-lawn.co.uk/tips-and-advice/artificial-grass-care-and-

maintenance-guides 

Incorrect fastening down 

Once your lawn is correctly laid on 

adequately-prepared ground and 

sufficient drainage layers, it needs to be 

fastened down to avoid it being 

compromised during play or poor 

weather conditions.  

If artificial lawn installations are located 

at the front of a property, where they are 

exposed to the public, then securing them 

properly can also help to protect them 

from being stolen. Another tip to avoid theft is to sprinkle a layer of sand over 

the entire lawn. This can make it very heavy and hard to roll up and carry away 

without making too much noise or fuss. 
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Different installers recommend different methods of fixing the installation. 

PermaLawn fixing pins are coated to ensure longevity, but some manufacturers 

recommend galvanised nails. 

Buy PermaLawn fixing pins at: 

https://www.perma-lawn.co.uk/shop/adhesives-and-

accessories/?Page_ID=3610&refpid=54792&id=697851 

It is important to use long fixing pins for the best, most secure installation. Use 

the pins at regular intervals across the entire lawn, paying close attention to 

joins. Any joins should be first secured underneath the matting with joining 

tape, and then carefully secured with fixing pins through the matting.  

Avoiding these simple, yet common mistakes 

can make all the difference to your artificial 

lawn installation. It will become a sound 

investment for many years and can add value 

and enhance kerbside appeal to your home. 

Don’t forget! If you’re concerned or unsure at 

any point about your skills, contact 

PermaLawn for a recommendation for a local 

artificial grass installer. 

We can help to make sure your PermaLawn 

artificial grass installation is fitted by reliable, 

professional, experienced and recommended 

installers. 

Find out more about our top quality synthetic yarns online today at: 

https://www.perma-lawn.co.uk/shop/grasses 

 

 

 

 

https://www.perma-lawn.co.uk/shop/grasses
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