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Artificial Grass for Parks and Playgrounds 

Designing and building a park or 

playground takes a lot of resources. 

Once the design has been agreed upon 

and the decision has been made to lay 

artificial grass the research into the 

tight grass begins. On the whole, 

artificial grass is durable. Some are 

simply more durable than others. It is 

just the durability that either though. 

How porous is the grass and does the 

substrate provide drainage or runoff when it rains? 

Factors that influence artificial grass choice 

So many factors come into play when considering the right grass for your 

playground or park. The very nature of purpose means that the final choice will 

have to be a durable one. Deciding which artificial grass is right for your 

project will depend on geography, budget and end purpose. Laying artificial 

grass for a nursery can be approached very differently to laying it for a park 

area where the local youth will be practicing football, families will have picnics 

and dogs may be exercised.  

The choice for playgrounds 

It doesn’t take a giant leap to realise 

why artificial grass is ideal for any 

playground. Most children will enjoy 

their playground year-round. Hot in the 

Summer and wet, cold and muddy in 

the winter. A synthetic play surface 

such as artificial grass in the 

playground will eradicate the problems 

that are caused by seasonal wear to 

natural surfaces. Typically, as the 
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Summer months progress, natural surfaces will wear away and become dry, 

dusty and worn in several places. A surface with artificial grass, will have a 

prepared and compacted substrate that is far more robust. Having been made 

for purpose it will last for years rather than require seasonal care. 

High traffic use in a large nursery will need similar considerations to those of a 

park setting. Smaller nurseries may have lighter traffic on the grass surface, but 

toddlers are toddlers and they will use the grass surface in the same way 

anywhere. 

A dense weave with the preferred choice C shape yarn is recommended for 

heavy duty use. Typically, about 30mm and above in length should also make a 

difference to long term wear. Double based weaves also enjoy more durability 

although it is also important to ensure that they have high perforation 

Artificial grass for parks 

Parks are used differently all over the 

world. Some are heavy traffic areas, 

where children come to play, and dogs 

are walked daily. Others are secluded 

serene spaces where people escape to 

reflect. Both types will experience much 

higher traffic than the average back 

garden. Selecting artificial grass for a 

park will require different 

considerations than a playground. 

Playgrounds are usually uniform is shape and don’t offer as many challenges as 

a park might.  

Park areas with slopes are particularly challenging for those that install 

artificial grass. The larger the park, the more likely there will be a slope in 

some for or other. Different parts of a park may experience more traffic than 

other parts. It is even conceivable that a contractor might suggest different 

types of artificial grass is laid based on budget and park use. 

Highly durable, weatherproof and well perforated grass types should be used 

for heavy use outdoor artificial lawn installations. Grasses with a reinforced c 
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shape yarn should be amongst the first considerations. The grass will spring 

back and retain its appearance. Higher density weaves are also preferable. 

Grass similar to that used for sports fields should be considered because 

people use parks to practice ball games, wrestle with the dog or take an entire 

kindergarten class out for a walk.  

Public or Private 

If the park is going to be situated and available to the public, it is possible that 

the local authority will have eco-friendly measures that need to be considered 

too. This would include considerations on environmental impact and how 

much recycled product is included in the grass. 

The jury is definitely in on high traffic, heavy use areas such as parks and 

playgrounds. You may have to pay a little more than you would for a domestic 

installation, but the long-term investment is exponentially more rewarding. 

Budgeting for a better quality artificial grass, with a denser blade weave, multi 

ribbed C shape blades and a reinforced base will pay for itself. Also consider 

how the grass will be maintained and cleaned. Think about whether it is 

possible to rinse down the turf with a hose or sprinklers, especially during the 

hot months when the wear and tear is likely to be at Its highest. 

 

And a parting thought – laying grass for nurseries, playgrounds, sports fields and 

parks should be left to the professionals. 

 

Visit our website to find out more about PermaLawn, to 

research yarn varieties and to select the right artificial 

grass for your needs.  
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