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How to Choose the Right Yarn Type for 

Your Artificial Lawn 

Who would have thought that the type of yarn used to manufacture synthetic 

grass would matter? Well, how your artificial lawn is manufactured and what is 

used does indeed matter. And here’s why. 

Not all synthetic grass is made equal. In fact, there is such a variety of available 

artificial grass that it pays to know a little about the product before deciding. 

It’s not only quality that differs but method of manufacture and the types of 

synthetic fibre that is used. 

Fibres are manufactured to form different shapes and to present in certain 

forms. There are different yarn types – also known as fibres. When you start to 

explore the world of grass yarns and fibres you will also discover the history 

and evolution of this unique product. Initially artificial grass was made as a flat 

fibre, but as demand for a more authentic look took hold, the product has been 

developed. 

Artificial lawns can still be purchased with a flat fibre, however the diversity of 

products such as 3D grass fibres make them an option of affordability rather 

than one of design. 

 

Three dimensional yarns 

3D yarns were designed to maintain a springy effect in the grass. This means 

that after it has been stepped on, laid on or played on, instead of remaining flat 

it returns to its original shape and position. This effect has made them longer 

lasting and has enabled manufacturers to offer longer guarantees.  

 

Implementation of added colours 

Once 3D grass yarns were developed manufacturers started to take a closer 

look at appearance. Changes to both texture and colour were implemented and 
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remain a feature of choice when shopping for artificial lawns even today. To 

make the artificial lawn appear more authentic colours are mixed, so the grass 

has a blend of greens, browns and other neutral colours. 

Different shapes to the blades of artificial lawn  

The V shape 

Shape has been a consideration ever since the evolution of artificial lawn. The 

very first shape to be introduced to the yarns was the V shape. The theory 

behind the development of this shape was that it would make the artificial 

grass blades stand upright and it would support the authenticity of the 

appearance. While this adds to the appearance from a distance, there have 

been some observations that because of the way it reflects like it becomes 

obvious that the grass is synthetic. 

 

The W shape 

Less commonly found in retail environments but still widely manufactured is 

the W shape artificial grass yarn. These were developed to try and overcome 

the reflection that belied the product and exposed it as artificial. Other than 

that, one can only assume that two Vs are better than one! 

 

The advent of C Shape 

After disappointment with both the V and the W shape fibres exposing the 

grass as artificial, the C shaped yarn was introduced. This shape resolved the 

problems with appearance and authenticity. It is also one of the most popular 

yarns available today. The C shape also comes with micro fibre reinforced 

seam, giving it that natural look, but also reinforced with the strength to 

bounce back. This means that it is a very durable shape and an ideal yarn for 

any high traffic artificial lawn. Ideal for lawns that will host happy play for 

children and pets. 
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Developments in the C Shape 

The C shape has been developed by different manufacturers everywhere. 

Because this is the favoured shape yarn, variation abound to meet specific 

needs. One of the latest developments has been the C shape with micro-ribs to 

enhance durability. There are additional advantages to this design too. This 

latest design assists in heat reduction, making it ideal for use outside in the 

summer heat. Virtually maintenance free the durability cannot be beaten, and 

the shape enhances the natural colours that make it appear perfectly authentic. 

 

The oval shape yarn 

One cannot discuss the different fibres and yarns to be found in the artificial 

lawn without mentioning the oval shaped fibre. Although this fibre is not the 

most popular, it is comparatively speaking quite expensive. It is also 

considered a specialist grass. This shape is preferred for photo shoots and high 

traffic environments where the durability will be critical. The grass needs to be 

able to Spring back immediately after it has been used and retain an authentic 

appearance. It is also used outside in high weathering conditions because of its 

durability. Really a good option for the ornamental garden too. 

Regardless of the shape or fibre durability that you choose, you should be 

guided a professional even when you are applying grass DIY. The choice for 

durable grasses will be different for photo shoot than it would be for a sports 

field, and the grass you choose for pets and children will again be different for 

one in an ornamental garden. Always speak to an expert first. 

 

Don’t hesitate to contact us today for care and 

maintenance services of your artificial grass lawn. 

Visit our website to find out more about PermaLawn, to 

research yarn varieties and to select the right artificial grass 

for your needs.  
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