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Artificial Lawn: Examining the benefits for 

domestic and commercial installations 

In this paper we will take a look at the benefits of artificial lawn for both 

domestic and commercial situations.  

Find out why home and business owners are making the move from natural 

turf to artificial grass, and why synthetic yarns are becoming more popular 

across the UK. 

PermaLawn specialises in the highest-quality artificial grass.  

Our lawns deliver durability and cost-

efficiency over their lifespans and are 

available in a wide range of designs to suit 

a variety of uses. 

Manufactured to a high standard, and 

with the opportunity for infills and other 

options, PermaLawn artificial grass can 

be tailored to suit your unique 

installation, whether in a domestic or a commercial environment.  

 

Shop online for artificial grass at: 

https://www.perma-lawn.co.uk/ 
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Making the move from natural grass to artificial lawn 

When a lawn needs to be replaced, most home and business owners will 

automatically think of replacing the natural grass with more natural turf, but 

there is a modern alternative in artificial grass that is proving lower 

maintenance, longer durability and cheaper over the long-term. 

PermaLawn has introduced a range of high-quality artificial grasses that are 

really changing the way a faux lawn is perceived. Long behind are the days of 

AstroTurf-esque matting; today, you can be hard-pressed to tell the difference 

between natural and artificial grass.  

Aesthetics are not the only reason you might choose to install an artificial lawn over natural 

grass, as there are many benefits to be had in both domestic and commercial situations. 

Durability of artificial grass vs natural lawn 

Artificial grass is almost always chosen because of its durability in a variety of 

situations in both the domestic and the commercial markets.  

Using artificial grass for a commercial 

sports field, for example, is an 

excellent way of ensuring continuous, 

all-year-round use.  

Hockey, football, rugby fields and park 

spaces where people go to exercise are 

all subjected to heavy use every day.  

In fact, in a single day sports pitches 

laid with natural grass are susceptible to multiple areas of damage. At times the 

damage can be left to self-repair by regrowth. Very often huge tufts of grass are 

lost if this is allowed to happen. This is because natural grass is not woven into 

a single unit and will have multiple weak areas. Wet weather contributes to 

serious damage that takes time and costly repair and replacement.  
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During commercial events, or within 

an office-situation such as the addition 

of a garden area for employees, often 

on the roof of a building, natural grass 

can become waterlogged and unusable 

very quickly during heavy rain.  

Even with temporary lawns, natural 

grass is the lesser option in terms of 

durability in these types of situations. 

The durability of artificial grass is a completely different scenario. Because it is 

not organic, it can weather heavy use and treatment without degrading. 

Properly laid artificial grass on an adequately-prepared substrate, will not 

separate and tear in the same way that natural turf does, especially when it 

gets wet. 

Although not so extreme, it is normal for 

gardens in a domestic situation to come 

under heavy use, such as: 

• Children’s play 

• Entertaining 

• Pool use 

• Family parties 

 

For the family garden, durability can be key to all-round-use in the same way 

that it can in a public park or sports field. 
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The impact of weather on natural lawn vs synthetic grass  

The impact of weather conditions such as 

heavy rain on natural grass means that 

often when the ground becomes 

waterlogged, the grass surface cannot be 

used until the weather improves and the 

grass dries out.  

The UK experiences high rainfall typically 

at several points in the seasonal calendar, 

and some regions, such as the north-east 

of England, experience higher average rainfall and lower temperatures than 

the rest of the country. 

In situations where artificial grass has been laid, the substrate will have been 

designed for both drainage and runoff. The waterlogged sports or commercial 

recreation surface will no longer be a concern. 

Durability extends life expectancy. Well laid turf, even with high traffic can 

expect to last for at least ten years, provided the correct type of artificial lawn 

was selected for purpose. In fact, artificial grass surfaces with lower-impact 

foot traffic can last much longer.  

With ongoing basic care and cleaning, 

even exterior artificial turf can last under 

very harsh weather conditions. In 

environments such as the UK and parts of 

the US, an artificial grass surface can 

endure both hot summers and very cold 

winter weather.  

Snow, ice and occasional heatwaves all 

add to the wear and tear on natural grass, 

yet a good-quality artificial lawn will survive even the toughest weathering. 

 

Figure 1: waterlogged natural turf 
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For aesthetic value, artificial lawns can perform 

much more successfully than natural grasses 

under harsh heat conditions, when natural turf 

dries out and dies unless watered regularly.  

This can often become difficult during long dry 

spells, when water restrictions are commonly 

introduced across entire regions of the UK. 

The installation of artificial grass ensures a beautiful, healthy-looking lawn all 

year round, regardless of rainfall. 

Cost comparison of artificial grass vs natural lawn 

When choosing to lay synthetic turf, the cost to value ratio is very important. 

When comparing the cost of laying a natural turf to a synthetic grass, it’s not 

only the price of the product that matters. Comparing the price in relation to 

longevity as well as the cost of upkeep is relevant.  

While on the face of it natural grass may be cheaper, over its lifetime the time, 

effort and money in maintenance is much higher, and it becomes very difficult 

to compare. The table below shows the average cost for natural lawns (2018). 

 

 

(Information from (2018): https://www.priceyourjob.co.uk/turf-laying-cost/) 

Removal of waste could incur additional charges up to approximately £35, on 

average, if carried out by the natural lawn installer. 

https://www.priceyourjob.co.uk/turf-laying-cost/
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When you also factor in the cost of purchasing, running and maintaining a 

lawnmower, without mentioning the time spent mowing the grass, raking and 

ensuring bare patches are re-sown and watered in, artificial grass is beginning 

to sound like a great choice. 

The cost of artificial lawns is comparable, for initial installation, but when 

considered over the long term, including the reduction in maintenance and the 

purchase of natural lawn products, the cost to value ratio is much better. 

PermaLawn offers a range of artificial grasses to suit every 

budget 

Prices start at just £9.95 per metre2 

for the Matlock artificial grass. This 

type of grass is ideal for a roof terrace, 

as it is hard-wearing for medium foot 

traffic.  

Although Matlock is the budget option 

in our range, the quality and 

durability of this artificial lawn 

outperforms competitor yarns at 

comparative prices. 

Find out more about Matlock artificial grass here and buy online. 

At £27.18 per metre2, St Andrew’s is the highest 

priced artificial grass we have in our online shop. 

This is the best quality of artificial lawn you can buy 

in today’s market for this price. St Andrew’s artificial 

grass is typically sold to commercial golfing 

businesses for use on a putting green or practice 

area. Homeowners also like St Andrew’s for its even, 

soft and natural-looking surface.  

Find out more about St Andrew’s here. 

https://www.perma-lawn.co.uk/shop/grasses/?Page_ID=3610&refpid=54791&id=752415
https://www.perma-lawn.co.uk/shop/grasses/?Page_ID=3610&refpid=54791&id=696648
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Garden maintenance costs for businesses 

Commercial garden maintenance can 

become a significant annual cost for 

businesses with natural grass 

landscaping.  

Garden maintenance tasks typically 

include grass cutting throughout the 

year.  

Some seasons of the year will require 

more than monthly maintenance and 

depending upon the size of the natural lawn, may well run into many hours. 

In the UK, the typical cost for grounds maintenance can be: 

Average hourly rate for gardening services in the UK (2018) 

 

The installation of artificial lawn reduces the need for regular landscaping and 

grounds maintenance significantly. Artificial yarns do not require mowing, and 

if installed correctly on sufficiently-prepared substrate, require very little 

maintenance apart from collecting fallen debris from the surface. 

Some homeowners also pay for routine garden maintenance such as grass 

cutting to ensure their natural lawns stay looking neat and tidy throughout the 

year. The installation of domestic artificial lawns not only reduce the cost of 

maintenance, but also the use of potentially harmful, expensive chemicals and 

other lawn maintenance products. 
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Modern commercial benefits of synthetic lawn 

Artificial grass is commonly used to create natural-looking spaces for 

commercial exhibitions and a wide range of other uses, such as but not limited 

to: 

➢ Fashion shows 

➢ Exhibition gardens 

➢ Display 

o Shop or department store 

windows 

o Crafts fairs and exhibitions 

o Plant displays 

➢ Film sets 

It is clear why the use of turf is popular for 

temporary creation of aesthetically-pleasing spaces, but natural grass can wear 

quickly during high traffic events, leaving an uneven, patchy surface. The high 

durability of artificial grass is a preferable option for many event organisers.  

The modern ranges of artificial grass available today offer the perfect solution 

for the commercial market. The latest yarns and weaves give a finish that is 

natural and soft, and durable enough to take high foot traffic without losing 

shape or colour. 

This makes artificial grass ideal for photo shoots and other types of filming 

projects. 
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Increased safety for outdoor events  

In outdoor spaces, artificial turf is 

also more conducive to wet weather 

than natural grass with high foot 

traffic. Event organisers can be faced 

with safety issues during muddy 

conditions on natural grass 

following wet weather, but artificial 

lawn is laid on even substrate with 

carefully calculated drainage in 

place.  

This is particularly important for public events and family exhibitions, where 

there will be a wide range of people of all ages with differing requirements for 

mobility. 

There is no guesswork involved in artificial grass in terms of appearance, 

which is making it a viable option in show and exhibition gardens around the 

world. In hot countries, or even during dry, hot European summers, natural 

grass can dry out very quickly and lose lustre, leaving a disappointing result if 

not maintained very carefully.  

Professionally-laid artificial grass on 

a properly -prepared substrate can 

be relied upon to stay green and 

rich-looking with no further 

maintenance or attention for the 

duration of the show and years 

beyond.  

The low maintenance aspect of artificial lawn is another reason why it is 

currently increasing in popularity rapidly in the domestic sector. 

The artificial lawn market has come a long way from the grocer’s shop display 

in a very short time. The commercial industry is embracing the latest 

innovations in artificial grass. 
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Suitable for domestic pets and animals 

Because of the way that faux turf is 

made, it is in fact ideal for dogs and 

other active pets. The weave, shape of 

the yarn and the base will all 

determine long term durability. Also 

consider length, and whether the tufts 

are single strand or looped. Single 

strand blades look more authentic and 

are easier to keep clean, once solid 

waste is removed from the surface. 

Remember too, that because the grass 

is artificial, pets and other animals will 

not be exposed to weed killer or other 

garden products that are poisonous to 

pets.  

Artificial lawns are much more durable 

for use with animals than natural turf, and are commonly preferred for 

commercial animal environments and shows, where events are often held 

indoors or in a temporary show ground. 

These are but a few of the benefits you can realise in your choice of artificial 

grass over natural lawn. Visit our shop pages to find out more about the types 

of artificial grass available, or use the resource library to find more 

information about synthetic yarns and the benefits over natural turf 

installations. 

We have a wide range of types suitable for domestic gardens, show gardens, 

exhibition stands, parks, sports fields and many more. 

Don’t hesitate to contact us today on 01773 441 950, or email us at 

info@perma-lawn.co.uk for more information or to request a brochure.  

 

 

https://www.perma-lawn.co.uk/shop
https://www.perma-lawn.co.uk/tips-and-advice
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