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Six Tips for Planning a Small Garden with 

Artificial Grass 

It can be difficult to find inspiration when thinking of design ideas for a small 

garden. Small spaces require a bit of imagination so that they can be used to 

their full potential throughout the year and look great at the same time. 

Here at PermaLawn, we work with clients in spaces of all sizes, and have seen 

some innovative design ideas for smaller gardens all over the UK.  

Creating a balance between negative space and usable area can be made much 

easier when the garden is carefully planned in terms of use requirements and 

this is a great place to start. 

Using artificial grass and other mediums than natural lawn 

 

Artificial grass is the perfect medium for a small garden, particularly for 

balconies or to edge patio areas, but also for odd-shaped or sloping gardens 

that simply aren’t conducive for natural lawn. 

We have put together this guide to help plan for a small garden area, balcony or 

rooftop garden and hopefully offer some inspiration to get you started! 
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Planning the small garden 

When you have a small area to work with, 

planning is essential to ensure you make the 

most of the space you have.  

The first step is to carefully measure the 

garden so that you can have an accurate 

representation of the surface area.  

This gives a great base to work from, 

whether you are sketching it out on a piece 

of paper or using an online design tool to 

help you. 

Download and use PermaLawn’s free project planner: 

https://s3-eu-west-

1.amazonaws.com/cdn.webfactore.co.uk/6540_permalawn-project-

planner.pdf 

Creating a balance 

During the planning stages, it is important to think about how you and your 

family will be using the garden. Creating a balance between negative and 

usable space can be much easier when you have a clear picture of what you 

need your garden to be.  

Ask yourself key questions and the design ideas will come more easily. These 

questions might be: 

• Do we need somewhere to eat outside? 

• Where will the children play? 

• Is maintenance an issue? 

• What about storage? 

• What planting do we want? 

• How often will we use the garden? 

The answers to these simple questions will determine how the garden will be used 

throughout the year and what it needs to have in it. 

https://s3-eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/cdn.webfactore.co.uk/6540_permalawn-project-planner.pdf
https://s3-eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/cdn.webfactore.co.uk/6540_permalawn-project-planner.pdf
https://s3-eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/cdn.webfactore.co.uk/6540_permalawn-project-planner.pdf
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Dealing with difficult-to-reach areas 

Small gardens, or odd-shaped areas can 

be hard to maintain, particularly if there 

are difficult-to-reach parts of the space 

that cannot be mowed or maintained 

with conventional garden tools.  

Artificial grass installations can really 

come into their own in these types of 

gardens, as maintenance such as 

mowing is eliminated. Once installed, 

synthetic lawn can completely 

transform an empty space, which can 

then be left alone to look great at any time of the year in all weathers. 

Tight spots, or triangular-shaped small spaces can also be the ideal place to build 

storage. Consider low structures or walls that can double-up as seating areas. 

Think about planting 

Planting in the small garden can be very effective. Think about how the 

planting will evolve through the year and look at evergreen shrubs with 

interesting foliage in those hard-to-maintain spaces.  

Mixing flowering plants with artificial lawn reinforces the natural look, and 

when watering beds or containers, synthetic lawn will not become waterlogged 

like natural turf does. When maintaining a small garden, consider how flowers 

and plants will shed their petals or foliage, as the small garden will quickly 

become untidy once the autumn months appear. 

Another interesting idea is to use artificial grass on upstanding walls to give a 

soft effect. Hanging planters can be added to enhance the living wall idea and can 

offer additional planting and colour to a previously dull space where ground 

cover is limited. 
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Patio landscaping 

Small patio areas and balcony gardens can really 

benefit from clear design ideas and containers are the 

perfect way of creating a space that can be changed 

around easily. Specimen plants and grasses perform 

well in containers and can be stored away during the 

coldest spells if needed.  

Think about adding interest with artificial grass here 

and there and consider how it can be used to cover 

garden furniture to add some fun to any patio area.  

This can be an excellent way of adding colour and 

texture, while keeping a low maintenance option at the 

fore of the design. 

Adding features 

Adding features to a small garden can 

make a huge difference. Earlier we 

mentioned the creation of storage space 

that can double as a seating area.  

Adding a water feature, for example, can 

create a focal point, and adding a low 

wall can create definition. This can be 

useful to separate an eating area from a 

play area, and containers can sit on a 

wall to add another layer of design and separation. 

Artificial lawn is the ideal medium to use around a water feature, removing the 

concern of clogged grass and making a design statement. When a feature play 

area is used often, wear can show on natural turf and it can become damaged. 

In a small garden this is much more common, as there is little space to play.  

Using artificial yarns offers a hard-wearing alternative that will continue to look 

beautiful no matter what it is used for and how often.  
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If there are plans for an outside barbecue area, remember that artificial grass 

will not withstand super-high temperatures without the risk of damage or fire. In 

such areas, consider patio slabs, painted concrete or tiles to ensure safety. 

When thinking about re-designing your small garden, spend some time 

planning and don’t rush it. There are lots of ways to use a small space 

effectively through careful use of available materials.  

Consider artificial lawn for your small garden space and reduce your 

maintenance time, while enjoying the benefits that landscaping can bring. 

 

Find out more about our top quality synthetic yarns online today at: 

https://www.perma-lawn.co.uk/shop/grasses 

 

Pop into our shop in Derby or check out our eBay store for roll end 

bargains: 

http://www.ebaystores.co.uk/Firestone-Rubbercover 

 

 

 

https://www.perma-lawn.co.uk/shop/grasses
http://www.ebaystores.co.uk/Firestone-Rubbercover
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