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Five Common Mistakes in Synthetic Lawn 

Installation 

Installing a synthetic lawn to replace natural grass is increasing in popularity 

across the UK for a wide range of reasons, including aesthetic value, reducing 

the maintenance aspects of the garden and increasing the family’s options for 

usage all-year-round in all-weathers, to name a few.  

There are many things to think about when considering an artificial lawn, and 

there are things that can (and often do!) go wrong.  

Let’s have a look at some of the most common mistakes made by homeowners 

when installing a synthetic lawn. 

Lack of planning 

The planning stage is critical in synthetic lawn 

installation. A lack of planning at the very start 

can lead to issues and problems later.  

Planning your design is important, but also think 

about how you will use your lawn when it is 

completed. There are planning and design tools 

available to help you online, or simply bring out 

the old-fashioned pencil and paper and sketch 

out the final drawing.  

Consider all aspects, such as whether there will be water features, patio areas 

and outside eating spaces. Barbecue areas are unsuitable for artificial grass 

installations due to the heat produced by outside cooking. Think about how the 

sun moves around the garden area during the day, and make sure you 

accurately measure the space to be certain you buy the right amount of grass.  

Find out more about planning your artificial lawn installation at: 

https://www.perma-lawn.co.uk/tips-and-advice/square-metre-calculator 

and download your free PermaLawn project planner! 

 

https://www.perma-lawn.co.uk/tips-and-advice/square-metre-calculator
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Inadequate ground preparation 

Ground preparation is hugely important in 

synthetic lawn installation. If the ground is 

not adequately prepared, and a weed-

suppressing membrane applied on top of 

the prepared substrate, then the artificial 

grass will become uneven and will lift in 

places as weeds come through underneath. 

When heavy rain falls, the unprepared 

synthetic lawn will simply flood. 

Ground preparation includes complete 

removal of existing natural turf and soil to 

a depth of approximately 100mm. The ground should be thoroughly 

compacted using a whacker plate, drainage layer added and a soil or sand 

substrate to finish the surface ready for the weed-suppressing membrane and 

artificial grass matting. 

Spending some time on the ground preparation stages will prove to be a valuable 

consideration and will contribute significantly to a successful installation. 

Poor or no drainage 

We have touched on the importance of drainage above, as this is carried out as 

a part of the ground preparation works. This is a surprisingly common mistake 

made by homeowners all over the UK. 

When there is poor or inadequate drainage, there is nowhere for rain or 

surface water to go once it has fallen on the surface of the synthetic lawn. This 

leads to flooding and in the worst cases, the artificial grass will lift and become 

misshapen very quickly. 

Drainage layers are arguably more important than any other layer in the 

installation. Small gauge gravel or pebbles make the ideal drainage layers and 

once covered with sand or other suitable infill, contribute significantly to a 

successful artificial grass installation. 

Talk to us about finding a reliable artificial grass installer for your project. 
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Choosing the wrong type of synthetic lawn 

There are several types of synthetic 

lawn yarn types to choose from and 

your selection can make a difference in 

many ways. Choosing the wrong type 

for your requirements can significantly 

alter its life expectancy. 

Consider the way your family will use 

the garden and weigh up your options 

carefully to avoid making this potentially costly mistake. Some synthetic lawn 

types are suitable only for light or even temporary use, such as when used in a 

demonstration or other temporary garden.  

If your family are active outside, or play sports on the garden, then a heavier-duty 

yarn will give you what you need for a long-lasting installation. 

Not securing it properly 

When a synthetic lawn is not properly secured using pins or galvanised nails, 

then there is the possibility that it will move around and ruffle, which will 

render it useless. 

During high winds or other bad weather, the poorly or unsecured lawn may 

simply blow away, particularly if it has been laid in separate pieces. Also, an 

unsecured lawn is very easy to steal - a thief simply has to roll it up and take it 

away. 

PermaLawn sell special securing pins and give precise instructions to enable a 

safe and secure installation. 

Buy PermaLawn securing pins online here. 

A synthetic lawn is a significant investment for the home and can make an 

enormous difference to the aesthetic value of your home. It makes sense to 

ensure that it is installed correctly if it is to remain a fixture in your home 

environment. Pay careful attention to the planning stages and try to avoid 

these mistakes to ensure you and your family get the best from your synthetic 

lawn. 

https://www.perma-lawn.co.uk/shop/adhesives-and-accessories/?Page_ID=3610&refpid=54792&id=697851
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