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On Tuesday, I heard the sad news of the young man Folajimi Olubunmi-Adewole (Jimi) who 

jumped into the Thames to try to save the life of a woman who had fallen into the river and 

was screaming for help. He told his friend to call the police and jumped in. Sadly he was the 

one who in spite of being a good swimmer died. The police and another member of the 

public saved the woman. He cared about a stranger and lost his life in doing so.  

In the Acts reading we heard of Philip and the Ethiopian Eunuch. How he proclaimed the 

good news of Jesus starting with the image of the sacrificial lamb in the passage from 

Isaiah that the Eunuch was reading. In such a way that the Eunuch was baptised when they 

came to some water. The story of God’s love shown through his Son’s death and 

resurrection won over yet another follower. 

In today’s epistle John tells the readers to love each other because God loves them. We 

read it today and receive the same message.  God loved us so much that he sent his only 

Son to die for us.. He says if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is perfected 

in us. “By this we know that we abide in him and he in us because he has given us of his 

Spirit”. He says there is no fear in love; perfect love casts out fear. He reminds us of 

Jesus’s commandment, that those who love God, must love their brothers and sisters too. 

In the Gospel Jesus describes himself as the vine and us as the branches that His Father 

tends. In the old Testament God’s people are repeatedly likened to a vine, so this is a 

description which would have been very familiar Jesus’s listeners. Why the vine? The main 

use of the grape was to make wine, a sort of small miracle of change from the fruit to this 

drink which as Psalm 104 v15 says, “maketh glad the heart of man.” So the vine was much 

revered and the vine grower tended his vines with love and care. John’s gospel lacks 

normal parables but these ‘I am’ sayings of Jesus are a form of parable. So as the vine 

grower tends his vines, so does God tend us. Jesus is the vine and we are his branches, 

just in the same way that we say in the eucharist that we are the body of Christ. God loves 

us as a vine grower loves his vines. He tends us and prunes us so that we are fruitful and 

the fruitless branches he casts away. He Jesus, all goodness is the vine and we, its 

branches, draw that goodness through the vine and bear fruits. Jesus says that if we do not 

dwell in him we CANNOT bear fruit. Jeus tells us that apart from him we can do nothing. 

We have been cleansed (pruned) Jesus says by his words. It is through his word we are 

fed. We must abide in Jesus as he abides in us. 

The message is clear, that through God’s love for us we must show love too, for God and 

for our brother and sister beings. But love can be very risky. Young Jimi found out that. I 

don’t know if he was a Christian, but I suspect he was brought up as one. His love for his 

fellow beings exceeded his fear as he took the risk and died in his attempt to save someone 

else. I wonder how much risk we are willing to take to show God’s love to others? 

AMEN 

 

 


