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You may be experiencing a sense of déjà vu with this morning’s Gospel reading – didn’t we hear that 

passage last Sunday? And indeed while seven days ago we heard John’s account of Jesus meeting his 

closest friends and followers on the evening of that first Easter Day, today we read Luke’s account. 

Here the passage follows on from the story of the disciples on the road to Emmaus; after they had 

recognised Jesus when he broke bread they hurried back the seven miles to Jerusalem to give the 

news to the eleven Apostles, and Jesus appears amongst them as they all discuss it. Whereas John’s 

account quickly moves on to absent Thomas’s doubts and how they are overcome a week later, Luke 

concentrates on that first Sunday. Clearly other disciples also found it difficult to believe what was 

before their eyes, and Jesus goes to some lengths, even eating fish in front of them, to show that he 

is once again a living, breathing person – although one that can also entered locked rooms. 

 

Jesus goes on to open (“unlock”?) their minds to understand what the scriptures (that is, our Old 

Testament) say about him and what was always intended for him by his Heavenly Father. His 

resurrection isn’t God correcting an evil deed done by men, but part of God’s plan – along with Jesus 

suffering and dying on the cross – to bring an end to the power that sin has over us, and to stop 

death being something that forever separates us from God. And although the world has been changed 

irreversibly, says Jesus, the plan hasn’t finished with his resurrection – now it needs to be proclaimed 

all over the world to all peoples that, thanks to Jesus’s sacrifice, our repentance, our turning away 

from our wrongdoing-ways and towards God’s ways, will mean that our sins are forgiven and we 

become children of God himself with a place in his Kingdom. 

 

John, in his letter, confirms our new status due to Jesus’s obedience and our turning to him: “we are 

God’s children now”. That is one of the ways in which the world has been irreversibly changed by 

Jesus’s death and resurrection. This new status as God’s children is ours already, not something that 

we need to work for; but it is something that we can work at. Since we are God’s children, we should 

behave like God’s children. John speaks about purifying ourselves, and remaining free from sin, but 

God has shown himself to be active and powerful, driven by his love to do amazing things for us, so 

there is more to being God’s children than just avoiding doing wrong; we should also do right. 

“Everyone who does what is right is righteous”. 

 

Jesus says that those friends and disciples are witnesses to what God has done, and in the reading 

from Acts Peter describes himself as a witness. Peter, accompanied by John, had just healed a man 

crippled since birth who had begged them for money at the Temple entrance; Peter had replied, “I 

have no silver or gold, but what I have I give you; in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, stand up 

and walk”. Unsurprisingly, this miraculous healing caused a commotion, and in this passage Peter is 

explaining to the crowd how it has happened – it is through faith in the power of the person (“the 

name”) of Jesus. He calls on his listeners to turn to God and have their sins wiped out, and Acts later 

tells us that many of the five thousand who saw and heard became believers. That’s some witness! 

 

We are called to be an “Easter people”, living the truth of Jesus’s death and resurrection all year, 

every year. What does that mean? I think it means that we live lives of thankfulness to God (and 

others), free from guilt and worry about how we fall short of God – we have been forgiven through 

Jesus’s sacrifice, we have become God’s children, and we have been given God’s Holy Spirit to make us 

to be pure and righteous like he is. Though he definitely spoke about what God had done Peter didn’t 

just make a vocal appeal - he showed in a practical way the difference that Jesus’s death and 

resurrection makes. We might not witness in such a dramatic fashion, but we can witness day by day 

by doing what is right. How will you do that today, this week, this year? 


