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Welcome
 

October Challenge
The October Challenge is available now on our social media pages and from your 
school. Take part in the activities to gain extra Learning Hours in your Passport. 
Don’t forget to send all evidence in to us to claim your stamp code!

We’ve enjoyed looking at all your Summer Challenge evidence and have included 
a selection of photos below. Well done to everyone who took part!
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Dear Parent/Carer,

Welcome to a new school year 
and to the Autumn update of the 
Wakefield Children’s University. 

It’s been great to see so many CU 
members involved in the Summer 
Challenge – we’ve awarded over 
200 Learning Hours in total! 
We’re looking forward to seeing 
your evidence from the October 
challenge which is available now.

Half term in October may feel a little 
different this year, but there’s still 
lots of safe, family friendly activities 
taking place. We’ve given you some 
ideas below but if you would like to 
recommend anywhere, just send us 
an email.

Finally, I’d like to welcome our 
newest CU school, Willow Green 
Academy. We look forward to 
working with you and your pupils in 
the coming year.

I hope you enjoy our latest CU 
newsletter.

James Pennington
Wakefield CU Manager

Extra Challenge
We love hearing about the different places you visit to gain Learning Hours. Over 
the next half term we will be sharing reviews of Learning Destinations written 
by our Children’s University members. If you’d like to get involved, all you need 
to do is write a short review telling us where you visited, what you learned while 
you were there and why you would recommend it to other CU members. You can 
include a photo or a drawing if you wish.
 All reviews received will be published on our social media pages (make sure 
you’re following us!) and you will gain 1 Learning Hour per review. Email us at 
childrensuniversity@wakefield.ac.uk to enter your review and gain your 
Stamp Code. 
By sending in your review, you give permission for any photos,names and the 
review to be published on social media and in future publications. Please let us 
know if you do not wish for any of this information to be shared.

Mirror leaf drawings
Make some beautiful mirror leaf drawings as 
an Autumn art activity! Great for practising 
observational drawing skills and learning first 
hand about nature, the structure of leaves 
and symmetry. 
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Learning Destination Activities
There’s lots of activities taking place over half term and we’ve included just a 
few suggestions below. Don’t forget to take your Passport to Learning to write 
your stamp code in!

Please check all activities are still running before travelling. All activities 
were running at the time of publication but due to the ever changing 
situation, this can change quickly.

Diggerland
Diggerland is open every weekend between now and 1st November, as well as 
Mon – Fri during the October school holidays. There’s plenty to see and do for 
everyone and lots of rides too!

The Hepworth Wakefield

While the learning activities may not be running as usual, there’s still plenty 
to see and do at the Hepworth Wakefield. Take a stroll around the brand new 
outdoor garden and see what plants you can find. Indoors, take a look at the 
exhibitions. Does anything inspire you? What artists can you learn about?

Wakefield Museums & Castles

Wakefield Museums and Castles have created a whole online programme of 
events. Keep checking in on their ‘what’s on’ page to see what’s coming up and 
don’t forget to check out their blog which is full of online learning activities to 
keep you busy!

You can also visit them in person but please check any rules and opening times 
before travelling.

Crafty Owls

Crafty Owls are running a limited number of after school club pottery painting 
sessions, all socially distanced! To book a place, or to see more information 
about how to book a pottery painting session or other event, please visit the 
website – www.craftyowlspottery.com 

Gravity Trampoline Park

Gravity are open over half term and have an offer available on their website – 
book a second hour for just £4.95! visit www.gravity-uk.com to find this offer 
and more information about their park.

Anglers Country Park

Perfect for Halloween, the Room on the Broom trail is family friendly and offers 
a great outdoors experience for over half term. Please check the website for 
more information about facilities and times.
You can find more activities on our Facebook and Twitter pages.

Learning 
Destinations
We’re working hard to make sure we have 
as many Learning Destinations signed up 
to CU Online. If you know of a Learning 
Destination who does not yet issue a 
stamp code, please direct them to
www.childrensuniversity.co.uk 
where they can follow the links on the 
‘Get Involved’ section to add their activities

A Focus on… 
Online 
Activities
The CU Trust has updated their 
website with lots of different activities 
which can all be done from home. See 
below for some examples:

• Pawprint Badges can be completed 
by any young person. In order to 
complete your challenge, head to the 
Pawprint Badges website
(www.pawprintbadges.co.uk) and 
download your chosen challenge 
pack. Select and complete the relevant 
number of activities for your age 
group, as shown on the cover of the 
download. Once complete a suitable 
adult (leader, teacher or parent/carer) 
should assess the work to ensure you 
have been sufficiently challenged. 
Head back to the website to purchase 
your collectible badge. To claim your 
stamp code, email your evidence to 
childrensuniversity@wakefield.ac.uk

• Fairtrade home learning challenges 
are suitable for all age ranges and look 
at the global issues facing society. 
Based around food production, there 
is a video to watch before a challenge 
to complete. Send evidence of 
completion to us and we will award 
you with Learning Hours. To find the 
activities, search for fairtrade on the 
Children’s University homepage 
(www.childrensuniversity.co.uk/
activity-search) 

• The Wildlife Trust’s #30dayswild 
Challenge is an annual challenge you 
can take part in during Summer. All 
the resources are still available for 
download to keep you going through 
the rest of the year. If you complete 
a challenge, let us know and we 
will issue a stamp code. Visit www.
wildlifetrusts.org/wildness 

• Rooster Money – Money Matters 
workbook is a great way to teach 
children about all things money related! 
The self-led workbook covers savings 
& interest, how banks work and more! 
Download the workbook by visiting 
www.childrensuniversity.co.uk/get-
involved/activities-to-do-at-home-
and-online 

CU Online
If you’re a Children’s University member 
but don’t yet have an online account, ask 
your school for a permission form and we 
will create one for you.
Having an online account means you keep 
track of your total hours and the places 
you have visited, as well as completing 
reflections on the activities and seeing 
what your most used skills are.


