
Summer 1 topic-- All Creatures Great and Small 

Listen to/read the story of The Gingerbread Man  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yo QyyB5xvLk 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/stories/GingerbreadMan.aspx 

The Gingerbread Man is a classic children's story about a runaway gingerbread man fleeing from the 

woman who baked him. The traditional fairy tale contains lots of rhythm and rhyme. Children love to 

join in with the repeated refrain “run run as fast as you can, you can't catch me I’m the gingerbread 

man.”  

Here are some activities for you to try at home. This is not a tick list for you to 

work down, choose your favourites and do them as many times as you like – 

repeating them is good! Don’t forget to email us to show us all your dinosaur 

learning. Send it to tigercubs@leebrigg.wakefield.sch.uk 

Communication and Language:  

 Read ‘The Gingerbread Man’ story and then ask questions about the events in the 

story. Try to ask how and why questions.  

 Introduce new vocabulary and expose your child to different words with the 

same/similar meaning (synonym). 

 Play ‘Who am I?’ Describe the characters in the story; can your child say who it 

is?  

 Give your child verbal instructions on how to make a Gingerbread Man. 
https://www.cookingwithmykids.co.uk/gingerbread-men/ 

 Ask your child to retell  the story in their own words using storytelling language. You 

might want to video them!  

 Take part in the Gingerbread Man quiz!  

 

Literacy   

 Learn the jolly phonics songs https://www.dailymotion.com/video/x2wpdvv 

 Play oral blending and segmenting games. https://www.phonicshero.com/oral-
blending-and-segmenting/ Remember not to add an ‘uh’ to the sounds. We say 
sss not s-uh. The correct articulation of sounds are available on 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ksblMiliA8 
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/what-is-letters-and-sounds/ 

 Learn phase 2 letter sounds. http://www.letters-and-
sounds.com/resources/p2lgraphb.pdf 

 Can you practise writing your name? 
 
Physical Development 

 Practise your writing. Watch how to form letters correctly 
http://www.ictgames.com/mobilePage/skyWriter/index.html 

 Practise getting dressed and undressed by yourself (shoes included)!  

 Make sure handwashing is emphasised and why it is important. 
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 Make a bridge for the Gingerbread Man.  
https://nurturestore.co.uk/gingerbread-m an-science-lesson-stem-bridge-building-challenge 

 Move around in different ways: Use the phrase "Run, run, as fast as you can, you 

can't catch me I'm the gingerbread man" to encourage your child to move in a range 

of ways use different phrases.  For example, stomp, stomp as loud as you can, hop, 

hop as high as you can, walk backwards as slowly as you can, you can’t catch me I’m 

the Gingerbread man. 

 Can you use toys in your garden to make an obstacle course? Run around it shouting 

‘run, run as fast as you can, you can’t catch me I’m the Gingerbread man.’ How long 

did it take you to get around? Challenge your mum, dad, brother or sister to have a 

go, who was the fastest? 

 Join in with this wake up shake up https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dR-nVkJB0p8 
It is ‘The Tofa Tafa Song’! 

 

Maths 

 Practise your counting. Recite numbers to 10, then 20! 

 Touch count objects up to 10.  https://www.pre-kpages.com/one-to-one/ 

 Play a maths game https://www.topmarks.co.uk/learning-to-count/gingerbread-

man-game 

 Use mathematical language such as heavy and light when making porridge and 

baking gingerbread men.  

 Explore capacity – How many cups can we pour from one jug of juice? Use the 

vocabulary full, empty, half full, nearly empty, nearly full.  

 Counting song https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wCZ3dzFK6BI 

Understanding the World 

 Have a go at ‘The Gingerbread Man science experiments’ at the bottom of the page. 

 Make a map of where the Gingerbread Man ran. What did he see?  

 

 

EAD 

 Some Gingerbread man songs you might like to learn 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ojfDM6lMoZM 

       Jack Hartmann https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UT0_Kb-H7Q4 

 Dance and Freeze:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HpOe8lngp_o 

 Can you use some junk materials to make a bridge for the gingerbread man to cross 
the river? Test it out with a teddy. (see below) 

 Can you draw, cut out and make puppets of the characters in the story? Use them to 

do a puppet show to retell the story of the Gingerbread man. 

 Follow the instructions on how to draw a Gingerbread Man 

http://www.makinglearningfun.com/t.asp?b=m&t=http://www.makinglearningfun.c

om/EaselArt/GingerbreadmanEasel.gif 
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THE GINGERBREAD MAN 

SCIENCE EXPERIMENTS 
In the story of The Gingerbread Man an old women bakes a 

gingerbread men. One comes to life and races away, eventually he 

meets a fox who tricks him into climbing onto his nose to cross a 

river. The poor gingerbread man then gets eaten! 

WHAT HAPPENS TO 

GINGERBREAD IN DIFFERENT 

SUBSTANCES?  

Table of Contents 
 What happens to gingerbread in different substances? 

 You’ll need 

 Gingerbread Man Experiment Instructions 

 Questions to ask 

 More Gingerbread Man Science Experiments 
 Build a Bridge for the Gingerbread Man 

 Build a boat for the Gingerbread Man 

 Gingerbread Play dough 

 Bake gingerbread men 

 A house for the Gingerbread Man 

This investigation is great for encouraging children to starting  

thinking scientifically, as well as drawing on current knowledge to 

make predictions. 
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YOU WILL NEED 

Small gingerbread men biscuits 

Cooking oil 

Vinegar 

Cold Water 

Milk 

Hot Water 

Soapy water 

Timer 

Tray 

Measuring cylinder 

GINGERBREAD MAN EXPE RIMENT 

INSTRUCTIONS  

 First ask the children what they think might happen to each 

gingerbread man. 

QUESTIONS TO ASK  

How do you think the gingerbread man will change? 

Do you think the gingerbread man will get bigger or smaller?  

Do you think the gingerbread man will change colour?  

 Place one gingerbread men in separate parts of your tray. 

 Measure the same amount of each substance you want to test and 

pour over different gingerbread men. 

 Start the timer. 

 Make observations every 15 minutes. You can talk about what 

you find out or draw pictures.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.science-sparks.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/DSC_5622.jpg


MORE GINGERBREAD MAN 

SCIENCE EXPERIMENTS BUILD A 

BRIDGE FOR THE GINGE RBREAD 

MAN  

Stop the Gingerbread Man taking a ride on the fox by building him a 

bridge. 

 

https://www.science-sparks.com/a-bridge-for-the-gingerbread-man/
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BUILD A BOAT FOR THE 

GINGERBREAD MAN  

Instead of a bridge you could build a boat or raft for the Gingerbread 

Man. Remember it need to float and be able to support the weight of a 

gingerbread man or your teddy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BAKE GINGERBREAD MEN 

Look at changes in materials through cooking activities such as making 
porridge, fairy cakes and gingerbread men.  

MAKE A HOUSE FOR THE 

GINGERBREAD MAN  Can you build a gingerbread 

house for the Gingerbread Man? Try testing different sticky 

substances ( icing sugar, marshmallow fluff or glucose syrup ) to 

investigate which stick it together the best. 

https://www.science-sparks.com/gingerbread-house-test-for-strength/
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