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NEWPORT & CARISBROOKE  

COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
www.newportwight.org.uk 

 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF NEWPORT & CARISBROOKE COMMUNITY 
COUNCIL ASSETS AND FACILITIES COMMITTEE HELD ON TUESDAY, 26th 
OCTOBER 2021, AT THE PAVILION, VICTORIA RECREATION GROUND, 
COMMENCED AT 6.30pm 

 
Councillors Present:  
 

Cllrs Matthew Price (Chair), Terry Martin (Vice Chair), Matthew 
Ambrosini, Joanne Ballington, Geoff Brodie, Joe Lever, Vix 
Lowthion, Shirley Smart, Michael Smith 
 

Clerk: 
Also Present: 

Lucinda Bradley 
Bob Nelson (Environment Officer - IWC)  
Paddy McHugh (Chair - Newport Carnival) 
 

Members of Public: None 
 

424. APOLOGIES 
 
Apologies received from Cllr Julie Jones-Evans. 
 

425. DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY INTEREST 
 
Cllrs. Brodie, Lever and Price declared a non-pecuniary interest in matter 
relating to the IW Council as IW Council members.  
 
Cllrs Ambrosini and Martin declared a non-pecuniary interest as members of 
Gunville Community Association. 
 
Cllrs Brodie and Ballington declared a non-pecuniary interest in matters 
relating to Pan Together as trustees. 
 
Cllr Smart declared a non-pecuniary interest as President of Newport 
Community Carnival. 
 
There were no written requests for dispensation. 
 

426. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 28th September 2021 were presented. 
 
RESOLVED: 
THAT, the minutes are agreed as accurate. 
 
MATTERS ARISING 
 
Cllr Smart enquired as to whether the work had been completed on the 
harbour toilets.  It was confirmed that work had taken place and they would 
be ready for the Christmas event. 
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Cllr Lowthion asked whether Seaclose had recovered after the festival.  
Cllrs Price and Smith agreed that it had recovered well, assisted by the 
good weather during the event.  Cllr Price said a litter pick would be 
beneficial after Christmas as the hedges have died back and exposed more 
litter. 
 
The lease for Vectis Field has been signed. 
 
Cllr Smart said residents had commented on how well the Elm Grove hedge 
had been cut and wished to pass on thanks. 
 
Cllr Lowthion asked if there was anything members could do to assist with 
Christmas.  Members were reminded that volunteers would be welcome. 
 
Cllr Price said he has regular comments about the repainting of the 
arboretum sign and wished to thank the team. 
 

427. MEMBERS’ BRIEFING DOCUMENT   
 
Members were presented with an update on current activities. 
 
Environment Officer Bob Nelson provided a verbal report to members.  
Current issues include dog fouling at Vectis Field and Medina Playing Fields 
and he has been tasked with enforcement whilst his colleague has been 
inspecting toilets and play parks. 
 
Bob will be now be concentrating on the renovation of the St Marys 
underpass in conjunction with the College and Probation Service and 
NCCC.  
 
Bob reported that rats are a problem at Towngate.  He has visited nearby 
properties regarding waste left outside but the problem is exacerbated by 
people leaving bread for the ducks. 
 
Members were shown the updated plans for a potential sculpture on 
Coppins Bridge made from recycled waste.  It was felt it would be necessary 
for Cllr Price to have a discussion with Planning around how long the  
sculpture could be installed for (previous sculptures have only been allowed 
to be installed for six months) and whether Island Roads would object due 
to the potential for distracting drivers.  Cllr Brodie invited members who 
wished to pursue the installation to place a bid in next years’ budget.  As it 
would be a large expense and essentially a decoration, it is important that it 
has full support to proceed.  The artist should be invited to present to a 
meeting. 
 
The war memorial in St Thomas Square is due to be weeded and cleaned 
ahead of Armistice Day.  The barriers will be removed and the poppy covers 
placed on the poles. 
 
An Island Roads employee is currently tasked with weeding Newport.  He is 
removing the weeds by hand and the situation is improving. 
 
Bob wished to congratulate NCCC on the purchase of 64 High Street which 
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he thinks will make the council more accessible. 
 
Bob announced that he has made the decision to retire.  His last working 
day will be 14th January as will be staying on to train the new Environment 
Officer.  Members thanked Bob for his work and as NCCC Chair, Cllr Brodie 
said Bob had always been an asset to the Council, helpful and 
knowledgeable.   
 
RESOLVED: 
 
THAT, the artist is invited to attend a future Assets & Facilities 
meeting. 
 
THAT, the Deputy Clerk asks Island Roads to cut back the foliage 
around the Carisbrooke motif on behalf of Cllr Martin. 
 

428. 
 

NEWPORT CARNIVAL 
 
Paddy McHugh, Chair of Newport Community Carnival Committee 
presented ideas for next year’s 100th anniversary of Newport Carnival.  They 
have been fundraising including boot sales and events at the County 
Showground.  Local businesses have been very supportive and his 
colleague Shane is a great support with banners, website and social media. 
 
Paddy reported that the Carnival Committee will also be taking on Riverfest. 
 
Cllr Brodie suggested that a proposal is put to Full Council to grant the 
existing funds for Newport Carnival and Riverfest (which were both 
cancelled this year) to the Carnival Committee which would be a sum of 
£4,500 in total.  If Full Council agree, alongside the money set aside in next 
year’s budget this would provide Newport Community Carnival Committee 
with a total of £9,000 for the two Carnivals and Riverfest.  Cllr Brodie 
informed members that Pan Together have also donated £500 to the 
Carnival. 
 
Members are invited to join the Carnival Committee. 
 
RESOLVED: 
THAT, a proposal is given to Full Council to grant the unused Riverfest 
and Newport Carnival funds to Newport Community Carnival this year 
as part of supporting their centenary plans for next year - which 
include taking over Riverfest - a total of £4,500.  Cllr Smart abstained 
from the vote. 
 

429. 64 HIGH STREET 
 
Cllr Brodie reported that the General Purposes Working Committee met on 
26th October.  Cllr Jones-Evans has drawn up a specification which will be 
sent to the two island architects qualified to take on the work.  They will 
provide a quote which will be brought to the next Assets & Facilities 
Committee meeting for a decision, the delegation of this decision will be 
decided at the next Full Council meeting.  One important aspect of the 
specification is a workshop to decide on the vision for use.  The architects 
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can also provide a quote for a fixed term Project Manager. The Clerk is 
writing an amendment to the Financial Regulations which will go to Full 
Council as currently the spending limit of the Assets & Facilities Committee 
is £2,500. 
Cllr Brodie and the RFO looked at the budget and have been able to save 
around £200,000 for the renovation of the building but that has to be 
decided by Full Council. 
 
Cllr Lowthion suggested that a good tie in with the Carnival and heritage 
could be an exhibition at 64 High Street of photographs and film footage of 
past Newport carnivals to celebrate the 100th anniversary. 
 
RESOLVED: 
THAT, decision of selecting the architect will be delegated to the 
Assets & Facilities Committee meeting at the next Full Council, with 
the architect chosen at the next Assets & Facilities Committee meeting 
in November. 
 

430. TREE PLANTING AND THE QUEEN’S GREEN CANOPY 
 
Members were reminded that 210 saplings will shortly be arriving from the 
Woodland Trust.  Some will be planted at Pan Country Park and some at 
Nine Acres Recreation Ground. 
Members were happy with the suggestion that any tree planting is 
considered part of the national Queen’s Green Canopy. 
 
Cllr Martin would like to have saplings planted at Simeon Recreation 
Ground and the Deputy Clerk will look into this. 
 
RESOLVED: 
THAT, tree planting will be considered part of the Queen’s Green 
Canopy. 
 
THAT, the Deputy Clerk will look into planting saplings at Simeon 
Recreation Ground in a way that does not affect traffic or footpaths.  
 

431. WORSLEY ROAD PLAYING FIELDS 
 
Cllr Garratt is looking into the possibility of having recreational facilities at 
Worsley Road.  Years ago the idea was put on hold, possibly due to local 
resistance to having the area become a public space. 
 
Due to the lack of facilities in the area it was felt it would be beneficial to 
revisit the possibility. 
 
Cllr Price is awaiting a response from a local resident who is involved in the 
St James School Trust. 
 
RESOLVED: 
THAT, the Deputy Clerk will look into the current standing of the 
Worsley site and liaise with Cllr Garratt. 
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432. NEXT AGENDA 
 
-Appointment of architect for 64 High Street 
-Worsley Road Playing Field  
 

433. NEXT MEETING 
 
30th November 2021, 6.30pm at The Pavilion, Victoria Recreation Ground.  
 

 

                                                                                                                               CHAIRMAN 

 

 

Contact: Lucinda Bradley Tel: 01983 559119 or  
Email: lucinda.bradley@newportwight.org.uk  


