
 

   

NEWPORT & CARISBROOKE  

COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
www.newportwight.org.uk 

 
MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING OF NEWPORT & CARISBROOKE 
COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY 10th JANUARY 2022 AT NEWPORT 
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH COMMENCED AT 6.45 PM. 
 
Councillors Present: Cllrs. Geoff Brodie (Chair), Shirley Smart (Vice-Chair), Joanne 
Ballington, Andrew Garratt, Julie Jones-Evans, Vix Lowthion, Terry Martin, Matthew 
Price, Ray Redrup. 
 
Clerk:    Joshua Tombleson 
Public:   0 
Media:   1 
Guests:  2 
 
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
 
There were no questions from members of the public. 
 

2907. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
Apologies were received for Cllr. Smith as he is physically unable to attend due to 
injuries suffered in a recent accident. The Council wished him all the best for a full 
and speedy recovery. 
 
Apologies were also for Cllrs. Ambrosini and Lock. 
 
The Chair advised members of the advertisement of the vacancy in the Mountjoy 
and Shide ward, which has a closing date of 4th February. The co-option will take 
place prior to the February meeting of Full Council. 
 

2908. DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY INTEREST 
 
Cllrs.  Brodie, Garratt, Jones-Evans, Price and Redrup declared non-pecuniary 
interests in matters relating to the Isle of Wight Council (IWC) as they are Isle of 
Wight councillors. 
 
Cllrs. Ballington and Brodie declared non-pecuniary interests in matters relating 
to Pan Together as trustees of the charity. 
 
Cllrs. Martin declared non-pecuniary interests in matters relating to Gunville as a 
member of the Gunville Association. 
 
Cllr. Jones-Evans declared a non-pecuniary interest in matters relating to Newport 
Business Association as a member of the association. 



 

 
Cllrs. Jones-Evans and Redrup declared non-pecuniary interests in matters 
relating to Newport Harbour as members of the Harbour committee. 
 

2909. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING AND MATTERS ARISING 
 
The minutes of the meeting of full council held on 13th December 2021 were 
presented to members. 
 
RESOLVED: 
THAT, the minutes of the meeting of full council held on 13th December 2021 
be unanimously agreed and signed as an accurate record. 
 
MATTERS ARISING 
 
2898. Shaping Newport- The Chair notified informed members that the Newport 
parking proposal has been included as part of the 2022/2023 IW Council budget 
considerations as it successfully went through Shaping Newport. 
 
2900. Cllr. Jones-Evans requested an amendment be made to indicate that they 
will be new planters being installed as opposed to any replenishment as there is 
currently none in place. 
 
2906. Apprentice- The clerk notified members that due to the previous applicants 
withdrawing their acceptance of the position during the Christmas period, the 
position will now be re-advertised. 
 

2910. NEWPORT SAFER NEIGHBOURHOOD TEAM 
 
The Clerk informed members that apologies had been received from the Newport 
Safer Neighbourhoods Team. 
 

2911. NEWPORT YOUTH CAFÉ  
 
Members were joined by Pete Luther, Newport Youth Café, who provided a brief 
report of the organisation’s expenditure and activities during 2021. 
 
The youth café is now open 2 evenings a week and their work spreads to speaking 
to young people in and around the bus station 2-3 evenings a week which allows 
them to interact with 70-80 people a night. This meant that between 2000 and 
3000 interactions were had in the area during last year. These individuals often 
have multiple complex needs and emotions and they frequently assist in dealing 
with a variety of difficult issues. Through 2021 they dealt with up to 10 cases of 
homelessness. One of the main purposes of the youth café is to provide young 
people with a safe place to go that is away from the bus station.  
 
NCCC has donated £35,000 over the last 2 years. This funding has helped 
towards the provision of 2-3 youth workers and towards premises costs. They 
have also received funding from Wight Aid in order to purchase a new pool table 
for the café. The Isle of Wight Council have awarded them with funding which 



 

allowed them to renovate the café. They are always on listening to the needs of 
their users and will look for funding to make the improvements identified. 
 
They are currently searching for additional funding streams which will allow them 
to open the youth café more nights per week and have an increased presence in 
and around the bus station. The real benefit of this would be that give young 
people the opportunity to make different decisions and for the youth café to 
provide them the support them need to follow them through. 
 
The Chair thanked Pete for attending the meeting and providing this briefing. He 
also reminded members that NCCC has supported the youth café since the Isle 
of Wight Council terminated their youth services in around 2013/2014. Though the 
amount of future funding will still need to be agreed, he is sure that they will still 
receive support from NCCC. 
 

2912. NEWPORT HARBOUR 
 
Chris Ashman, Isle of Wight Council Director of Regeneration, joined the meeting 
to brief members on an agenda item which will appear before the cabinet, 
proposing to introduce the Newport Harbour Masterplan as a supplementary 
planning document. 
 
The purpose of attending the meeting was to request the support of the community 
council. The IW Council Cabinet will be considering the proposal on Thursday 13th 
January. 
 
A supplementary planning document is a way of providing certainty to potential 
investors who are interested in the area. The document goes through a long 
process of consultation and approval. Chris and his team are currently 
undertaking research to enable the document to go through the planning process, 
but also so that they can go to potential developers regarding the harbour area as 
it is the centre point for regeneration. NCCC has always been a very important 
consultee in the process.  
 
There has been an update to the harbour masterplan itself. People want to see 
improvements and opportunities in the plan itself for new business and 
developers, as well as allowing existing business to expand. It is also important to 
address the urgent housing needs on the Island as part of the plan. This could 
include up to 200 new houses in the area.  
 
Cllr. Price highlighted that as part of the new plan it intends to revisit the possibility 
of building houses in the front of Seaclose Park and the garage site. He asked 
Chris why this has re-emerged since it was removed from the plan not long ago 
as a result of his opposition and a local petition. Chris outlined that the new plan 
includes 3 options for development at this location, these are to build on 1 side of 
the entrance, both sides of the entrance or to leave the proposed site alone 
entirely. Chris acknowledged that there is a need to carefully consider any 
proposed developments in Seaclose park, and that should anything be agreed 
there would be some constraints and limitations. The IW Council feel that the 
pandemic has demonstrated there is an increased need for family housing and 



 

there is very limited scope within the masterplan to deliver this in other spaces in 
the harbour masterplan, which is why this site is being re-considered. Constraints 
on the waterside opportunities.  
 
Cllr. Price reiterated the importance of Seaclose Park to residents during the 
pandemic, and although it is claimed there is no proposal for the recreation space 
of Seaclose Park to be included in the housing plan, he considers the entrance to 
be part of this. Cllr. Price said that it would come as no surprise that he would not 
be supporting this proposal. He cannot allow this to happen in the proposed 
location and will be seeking answers as to why this is being re-introduced as a 
possible site.  
 
Cllr. Price also asked if the garage has been consulted on the proposal to which 
Chris responded saying that they had not since it had last been put forward by the 
previous council. Cllr. Price said that the garage owner hadn’t been consulted 
previously either and this has the potential to damage his business as it could 
cause confusion and uncertainty about the future of the garage. 
 
The Chair agreed with Cllr. Price and is also surprised that this has come back to 
the table, for each of the reasons Cllr. Price articulated. NCCC will need to be 
consulted and consider the proposal through its Planning & Consultation 
Committee. The Chair confirmed that he will be backing Cllr. Price and would be 
astonished if the community council supported the proposal.  
 
Cllr. Redrup understands that often planning applications will include affordable 
housing as the rationale to justify the application, however it is social housing that 
the Island desperately requires. On this basis, he would also object to the current 
proposal.  
 

2913. 
 
 
 
 
 

FINANCIAL MATTERS 
 
Members were presented with payments made during December 2021 for 
approval. 
 
RESOLVED: 
THAT, the accounts paid in December 2021 be approved. 
 
Members received the income and expenditure report to 31st December 2021. 
 
RESOLVED: 
THAT, the income and expenditure report to 31st December 2021 be noted. 
 
Members received the bank reconciliation for December 2021. 
 
RESOLVED: 
THAT, the bank reconciliation for December 2021 be noted. 
 
2022/2023 DRAFT BUDGET  
 



 

Members had before them a 2022/2023 draft budget proposal which had been 
produced by Cllr. Brodie, Chair and Finance Lead. He reminded members no 
decision is being made tonight as this is a draft proposal. 
 
The Chair made members aware that there is an amendment which is required to 
one of the budget lines, which Cllr. Price brought to his attention. This is for the 
Newport North (now Fairlee) Specific Grounds budget to be replenished by £4000 
in the 2022/2023 proposal, making a 2.4% increase in the proposed precept. 
 
Cllr. Brodie talked members through the document and how the draft figures had 
been reached, and then invited members to make comments and suggestions as 
to any proposed amendments that they felt necessary, however if all of the bids 
submitted by members had been included then this would have seen the precept 
increase by 26%. He accepts that some members who may have had their bids 
left out of his proposal will be disappointed, however he hopes members will 
understand why he had to be ruthless when compiling his proposal. He strongly 
felt that in a year when there is no urgent need for a large increase, it would not 
be appropriate to do so as some residents are already struggling financially due 
to the pandemic. He remains concerned by the current amount of carry forwards, 
which at present equates to approximately £300,000. 
 
The proposal will still take NCCC into new areas which will be of benefit to 
residents. These include: 
 

- Funding to support a planning enforcement officer 3 days per week for the 
Newport & Carisbrooke area. 

- Provision of additional money to support the renovation and improvement 
works to the community councils high street property, 64 High Street. 

- Ward projects bid for by local members. 
- Small improvement and maintenance of the Worsley Road playing field. 
- Remedial tree works across the community council sites. 
- The Year of the Child project 
- Platinum Jubilee celebrations 
- Support for users of the Harvey Road car park.  
- Installation of additional benches at both Victoria Recreation Ground and 

Clatterford Recreation Ground. 
- External renovation works to the Pavilion.  
- Start a programme of defibrillator installations, starting at Victoria 

Recreation Ground. 
- Increase the usage of the Pavilion by hiring a member of staff to open the 

facility for additional hours each week, including evening hours. 
 
Last year the budget was reduced by 1.4%. The Chair reminded members that for 
every £7000 they add on to the current proposal it would be an increase of 1%. 
He is happy to listen to any comments and will put take them into consideration 
for his final proposal which will be tabled at the February Full Council meeting. 
 
Cllr. Price thanked Cllr. Brodie, and the RFO for supporting, for putting this draft 
proposal together. He said that Cllr. Brodie is good at finding funds when the 
council requires it and he also keeps them in line when looking to spend too much. 



 

What the council has achieved since whilst Cllr. Price has been on the council is 
fantastic and nearly every penny of what has been in the precept can be seen out 
in the community. He has spoken to the head of planning at the IW Council officers 
regarding the planning enforcement officer role and negotiations are happening 
with neighbouring councils to seek funding for the remaining 2 days. There is 
concern from the head of planning that there may not be enough enforcement 
work for the officer once the backlog has been addressed and is therefore keen 
to work with the community council to establish other needs to make sure it is a 
long-term position. He would like to discuss possible ideas to address this at a 
later date. Cllr. Brodie stated that with any works involving partnership working 
with the IW Council, they are always subject to annual review to ensure good 
value for money is always achieved. 
 
Cllr Jones-Evans thanked Cllr. Brodie and the RFO for their hard work. There is 
an events working party this Friday, and although there is no provision for a 
spooks and sparks event she feels there should be something to allow for an 
alternative. She said that she has some ideas which she would like to explore, 
however the Chair would like her to conduct the research required and propose 
any amendments to the budget in time for the next meeting of Full Council.  
 
Part of the proposal from Cllr. Brodie included a review of the income and 
expenditure for Newport Cricket Club who currently use Victoria Recreation 
Ground and the Pavilion, free of charge. The proposal would see the club pay for 
the services they use, as with other sports teams who use community council 
facilities. Cllr. Jones-Evans has strong feelings towards this particular aspect of 
the proposal that these fees should not be introduced without fully understanding 
the relationship and the history behind it. She is therefore unable to support this 
proposal. The Chair confirmed that he was aware of these views by Cllr. Jones-
Evans which is why the proposal is only in his sole name. The Chair summarised 
for the council the current financial involvement of the cricket club, and at present 
they are being subsidised by the taxpayer. He feels it is time they worked with the 
council, and as this is not the case for other sports teams, the cricket club should 
be no different.   
 
Cllr. Garratt acknowledged that the Chair has had an unenviable task bringing the 
proposal together, and that he could have been more brutal on undelivered tasks 
from the current year. The bids submitted by Cllr. Lock and himself, are to address 
a lack of provision in the Parkhurst & Hunnyhill ward and there is a clear gap which 
means their residents are underserved. He was encouraged to bid big last year 
which is what he has done, but has now seen most of these cut from the proposal. 
If he had to choose between the long-lasting impacts of his bid for play equipment 
or the bid for a single year of planning enforcement, he would choose his own as 
it impacts low-income families and gives them a low cost benefit. Sovereign have 
always looked to deliver projects using external funding and hopes over the next 
few weeks they can negotiate a partnership position with the community council. 
Maybe his proposals could be funded by the carry forwards for currently 
undelivered projects. Cllr. Garrat requested his colleagues think about giving him 
the funding to deliver these provisions for his residents. He clarified that he wants 
to see planning enforcement but he would rather see residents benefitting directly 
from the precept and push IW Council to carry out their own work. Although he 



 

agrees that there is little in the Parkhurst & Hunnyhill Ward for children, Cllr. Price 
felt that comparing the delivery of playground equipment to planning enforcement 
was a little unfair. He asked if there is there any section 106 money which can be 
used or if there was any likely to be coming forward as part of proposed 
developments within the area. 
 
Cllr. Redrup asked if other cricket clubs on the Island pay their way or if Newport 
were not alone in this sense. He would like to be more familiar with the politics of 
the relationship before making a decision. Cllr. Price provided a historical overview 
of how the relationship came about and how the community council took over the 
recreation ground and its facilities. Cllr. Brodie, as Chair of the council, will meet 
with the cricket club along with selected officers to discuss the matter further and 
look for a resolution.  
 
Cllr. Smart wished to echo the views of other members. Although she has been 
involved with the cricket club and its players at various times in her life, she 
believes they should be treated equally to other sports teams and would welcome 
a meeting with them to discuss how to move forward.  
 
Cllr. Jones-Evans summarised the “Year of the Child” project for members. The 
project would include a new inscription on the Valentine Gray monument, work 
with local schools and the youth trust which would including events and mental 
health support. The project will be jointly delivered with youth trust and Barnados. 
This can only happen this year because it specifically commemorates an 
anniversary of the death of Valentine Gray. She assured members that it would 
involve minimal input from the NCCC staff, with the same being the case for the 
Platinum Jubilee celebrations. The Youth Trust usually receive £5,000 from 
NCCC however as they are working with the council on this project, this has not 
been included in the 2022/2023 budget. The Shaping Newport has also not been 
topped up to compensate for this.  
 
Cllr. Garrat suggested that the financing of the Cricket Club could be reviewed to 
fall in line with the Newport Phoenix Boxing Club and Newport Rowing club where 
a transparent annual donation is made to them, as opposed to the current hidden 
costs. The council is responsible for public money and therefore always 
accountable, and the best way to do this is to be transparent and itemisation 
achieves this. The Chair agreed that this approach seems sensible and is what 
his proposal is looking to achieve. 
 
The Chair reminded members that the budget is always agreed at the February 
meeting of full council and that if members have any amendments to his proposal 
then they should be with the Clerk in time for the agenda being issued as no 
amendments would be accepted on the night.  
 

2914. FLAGPOLE INSTALLATION 
 
Cllr. Brodie informed members that on armed forces day last June, he was 
approached in St. Thomas Square by a number of organisations whilst fulfilling 
his duties as Chair of the IW Council, asking why Newport does not have a 
permanent flagpole which can be used for memorial services. He was then asked 



 

if the community council could facilitate this. John Metcalfe, IW Council Chief 
Executive, has confirmed that they will help in any way that they can and the 
Planning Conservation Officer subsequently recommended a suitable site in the 
square for a permanent flagpole to be installed. 
 
Cllr. Jones-Evans, as the local IW Council member for Newport Central and one 
of it’s community councillors requested members input as to whether a public 
consultation would be required before proceeding. She understands why this may 
be wished for but does not feel that the square is necessarily the right place for a 
permanent feature such as a flagpole given that it is sometimes required for 
vehicular access. The tower of the minster was suggested as a good location or 
possibly a permanent flagpole which retracts back into the ground when not in 
use. She confirmed that she is in favour in principle but does not think a permanent 
flagpole is necessarily the right solution. 
 
Cllr. Lowthion asked how it would operate and how frequently any flags would be 
flown. Cllr. Brodie said it would be for a week or two when required and also felt 
that a consultation could be the right route to go down.  
 
Cllr. Price agreed and understood the importance of raising a flag for some 
organisations and bodies. He liked the idea a flagpole being installed on top of the 
minster, and this could enable a flag to be flown all year round meaning it would 
have an increased use.  
 
Cllr. Redrup asked if any members were familiar with the process for groups to 
request specific flags being flown for different occasions at County Hall. Cllr. 
Brodie confirmed that there is a process which goes through the IW Council for 
this.  
 
The Chair agreed to investigate the possibility of a flagpole on the Minster tower 
and if that was not possible, a retracting flagpole 
 

2915. 64 HIGH STREET 
 
The Clerk informed members that the appointed architects, ERMC, would be 
attending the premises over the course of the next week to carry out some scans, 
surveys and take any required measurements they may need to proceed with 
some potential initial designs for members consideration. A Property Working 
Group would then be convened on Monday 7th February where the architect would 
be able to present some of these ideas and get a better understanding of any 
requirements which may need additional attention. They would then be in 
attendance at the meeting of Full Council in February to formally present the initial 
designs.  
 
Cllr. Brodie said that he is currently being chased for a meeting by the Shaping 
Newport officer and Chris Ashman to discuss Shaping Newport future involvement 
in the premises. He asked Cllr. Jones-Evans for her opinion on how the temporary 
pop-up shops were in the lead up to Christmas which were making use of the 
space at 64 High Street. She said that she felt these went well and although there 
was some mixed opinions from the traders which were in attendance, one of them 



 

is actually now looking for a permanent shop presence as a result. She thinks the 
proposed meeting is to discuss how the building fits into the civic aspect of 
Newport and if there is some partnership working with Shaping Newport which 
can be achieved.  
 
Cllr. Brodie thanked Cllr. Jones-Evans for this feedback, however he was really 
unimpressed with it when he went in there, although he acknowledged that it was 
at least a use of the building whilst it was otherwise vacant.  
 
Cllr. Brodie asked the Clerk if the windows of the property will be cleaned as they 
are currently giving off the wrong impression and this could make a big difference 
aesthetically. The Clerk confirmed that a firm is now in pace who will carry out this 
work regularly.  
 

2916. PLANNING AND CONSULTATION COMMITTEE 
 
APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO THE PLANNING AND CONSULTATION 
COMMITTEE 
 
The Chair spoke of the current membership and feels more members should 
consider joining the committee as numbers are currently light. 
 
Cllr. Ballington nominated herself to be appointed to the committee. 
 
Cllr. Price said it would be wise for him to not join the committee at this time given 
his position on the IW Council planning committee. The same applies to the Chair 
 
RESOLVED: 
THAT, Cllr. Ballington be appointed as a member of the Planning & 
Consultation Committee. 
 
ELECTION OF A VICE-CHAIR 
 
Following the resignation of the Vice-Chair of the Planning and Consultation 
Committee, from Newport & Carisbrooke Community Council, a new Vice-Chair 
needed to be elected.  
 
Cllr. Jones-Evans nominated Cllr. Lowthion. 
 
RESOLVED: 
THAT, Cllr. Lowthion be elected as Vice-Chair of the Planning and 
Consultation Committee. 
 

2917. SHAPING NEWPORT 
 
Cllr. Jones-Evans, as a member of the Shaping Newport Steering Group, informed 
members that as the meeting cycle has now moved to 6-weekly, there is little 
update to give at this time however she will provide several points of interest. 
 



 

She has recently circulated the latest report for the High Street Heritage Action 
Zone for members information, however if there are any questions these should 
go to either herself or Martin Gibson, HSHAZ Project Manager. 
 
Cllr. Jones-Evans outlined the next steps for Pop-Up Shops in Newport. She has 
contacted other areas across the country that do pop up shops to gain some 
information on how pop-up shops operate for them. She gave some information 
on some of her findings which will be investigated further and potentially 
implemented. ERMC will be joining her on some training into this as project 
managers for 64 High Street, as one of its potential uses could include pop-up 
shops and should therefore be incorporated suitably into their designs. 
 
(Cllr. Martin left the meeting). 
 
Cllr Brodie asked for members feedback on the accessibility of the HSHAZ report 
which is circulated to members, stating that he does not find it particularly user 
friendly. A short discussion took place amongst members who also agreed with 
this comment. Cllr. Jones Evans will speak to the project manager to have a more 
suitable report produced in the future which will be easier for members and the 
public to understand.  
 
Cllr. Jones-Evans spoke about the HSHAZ website and its improved content. The 
HSHAZ will be going out for consultation on the people first zone which should be 
launched next week. A report will be done on the future use of the guildhall and a 
consultation to follow for this also.  
 
Cllr. Brodie commented on the lack of activity by Island Roads on the currently 
closed section of lower High Street.  
 

2918. REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES 
  
IWALC- No updates.  
 
Older Voices- Cllr. Brodie said that the 2021/2022 donations from NCCC have 
been returned as Older Voices felt it was the right thing to do given they have not 
yet been able to restart and therefore do not require the funds. 
 
Newport Rivers- No updates. 
 
Parking Group with Ventnor Town Council- Cllr. Lowthion attended the last 
meeting as discussed simply to listen in to discussion for if it should be appropriate 
for NCCC to participate further in the future. Ryde Town Council and Freshwater 
Parish Council are now looking to be very active and take over several car parks 
and she requested that if members ever wish to put any ideas forward then they 
should let her know.  
 

2919. MEMBERS QUESTIONS 
 



 

Cllr Price - Councillors are putting up with the traffic light upgrade and is still 
pushing for them to come up with another plan to the section in his ward which 
will divert traffic through the residential roads.  
 

2920. HEALTH AND SAFETY 
 
The Clerk informed members of the homeless sleeper who has been reported at 
PO Lane toilets and has been abusive towards cleaning contractors. The Clerk 
has instructed Vectis Security to attend each evening for several weeks to eject 
any individuals who may be in the cubicles overnight so that this does not happen 
any further. If a description of the individual can be obtained then it shall be 
referred to the relevant contact points for assistance. 
 

2921. NEXT AGENDA 
 
Co-option of a member for the Mountjoy and Shide Ward 
 
2022/2023 Budget Setting 
 
The Chair reminded members that if they have any further items which they wish 
to be included as part of the agenda for the next meeting, these should be sent to 
the Clerk in good time. 
 

2922. NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meeting of full council will be held on Monday 14th February 2022, at 
Downside Community Centre, commencing at 18:45. 
 

                                                                                                                                              
CHAIR 

 

     Contact:  Joshua Tombleson – 01983 559119 or clerk@newportwight.org.uk  
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