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NEWPORT & CARISBROOKE  

COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
www.newportwight.org.uk 

 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF NEWPORT & CARISBROOKE COMMUNITY 
COUNCIL ASSETS AND FACILITIES COMMITTEE HELD ON TUESDAY, 28th 
SEPTEMBER 2021, AT THE PAVILION, VICTORIA RECREATION GROUND, 
COMMENCED AT 6.30pm 

 
Councillors Present:  
 

Cllrs Matthew Price (Chair), Terry Martin (Vice Chair), Joanne 
Ballington, Julie Jones-Evans, Shirley Smart, Michael Smith 
 

Clerk: 
Also Present: 

Joshua Tombleson 
None 
 

Members of Public: None 
 

406. APOLOGIES 
 
Apologies received from Cllrs. Matthew Ambrosini, Geoff Brodie and Vix 
Lowthion. An apology was also received for Cllr. Michael Smith for late 
arrival. 
 

407. DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY INTEREST 
 
Cllrs. Jones-Evans and Price declared a non-pecuniary interest in matter 
relating to the IW Council as IW Council members.  
 
Cllr Martin declared a non-pecuniary interest as a member of Gunville 
Community Centre. 
 
Cllr. Ballington declared a non-pecuniary interest in matters relating to Pan 
Together as a trustee. 
 
There were no written requests for dispensation. 
 

408. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 27th July 2021 were presented. 
 
RESOLVED: 
THAT, the minutes are agreed as accurate. 
 
MATTERS ARISING 
 
The Chair asked The Clerk if the shredder had now been purchased, to 
which the clerk confirmed that it had and is now in the council’s possession. 
 
The Clerk provided member with a brief update on the allotment sites and 
issues that have recently arisen. The Clerk recommended that it would be 
useful for the allotment working party to convene a meeting to discuss ideas 
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for how to proceed with allotments in the future. 
 

409. MEMBERS’ BRIEFING DOCUMENT   
 
Members had before them a copy of the members briefing document which 
had been produced by the Deputy Clerk.   
 
The Clerk informed members that only 3 entries had been received for the 
Christmas lighting competition and as it is now coming to a close the deputy 
clerk would appreciate members feedback on how they wish to proceed. 
The recommendation of the deputy clerk is that the council proceed with the 
entries received and work with the applicants to make any amendments 
required in order to produce their design. Members were content with this 
recommendation. 
 
Members asked if the work on the Harbour Toilets had now been 
completed. The Clerk said that this was becoming increasingly frustrating as 
the office staff have not been able to get confirmation of this. He asked if 
any of the IW Members were able to assist in pressing IW Council officers 
for a response as these toilets are required to be open for the Christmas 
Event on 20th November. Cllr. Jones-Evans and Price will push for an 
update on this at their upcoming harbour meeting. 
 
Cllr. Price thanked NCCC staff for arranging the recent litter pick at 
Seaclose Park. He requested that when the Isle of Wight Festival site is 
handed back, if another could be arranged as he feels it may be required. 
The end of October would be a suitable time for this to take place. 
 
Cllr. Price spoke about the weeds around town which are not being tended 
to by Island Roads and suggested that he may look at proposing a future 
budget line to assist where issues such as this arise. Cllr. Jones-Evans said 
that this service would not be supported by Island Roads going forward and 
towns would need to look for suitable solutions, therefore a budget within 
NCCC to support this seems sensible. Cllr. Martin asked if this is something 
that the probation service could look at. Although members feel that there is 
more that the probation service could assist with, weeding in the town 
centre or by main roads may not satisfy any risk assessments which would 
need to be carried out by the supervising officer prior to the works. The 
potential for NCCC to have a town manager/caretaker was suggested. The 
Chair followed this up by asking the Clerk to enquire with the probation 
service if there is any regular assistance that they may be able to offer 
around the town in some capacity which would assist the community 
council. 
 
RESOLVED: 
THAT, the Deputy Clerk proceed with the entries received by the 
deadline for the Christmas lighting competition. 
 
THAT, a litter pick be arranged for Seaclose Park, to take place at the 
end of October. 
 
THAT, the probation service be contacted to enquire if there is any 
regular assistance, they can provide NCCC. 
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PAVILION BOOKINGS 
 
Members had before them a summary paper and a bookings sheet for the 
Pavilion which had been produced by the RFO. 
 
The documents provided highlighted the increase in both books and in turn 
the takings over the last few years, with special attention being drawn to the 
income for the current financial year as it is on course to almost double its 
most profitable year to date. 
 
Members thanked the RFO for the work which she has done in promoting 
the venue and increasing the bookings. 
 
Cllr. Jones-Evans referenced a section of the report regarding the potential 
income if the cricket club had been able to use the bar and asked the Clerk 
why the club did not use this facility. The Clerk informed Cllr. Jones-Evans 
that they had been provided the option to use the bar at a stage when social 
distancing measures had been reduced, however they chose not to at that 
time. A brief discussion took place regarding the cricket club which included 
issues that had arisen throughout the course of the season and suggested it 
may be worth reviewing how the relationship works going forward. 
 
Cllr. Price said that a long term his vision for the facility could include the bar 
being staffed for longer hours at weekends as its use increases. 
 
COPPINS BRIDGE SCULPTURE 
 
Members had been provided with an image which had been sent to the 
Deputy Clerk of a potential design idea for a sculpture to be installed on 
Coppins Bridge. 
 
Due to what the image was, Cllr. Jones-Evans wished not to take part in the 
discussions due to a potential conflict. 
 
The image received mixed views however members asked the Clerk to seek 
more information from the designer on colours which would be used, what 
the sculpture would be made from and confirmation of scale prior to 
discussing it further. 
 
RESOLVED: 
THAT, the item be deferred until further information is provided 
regarding the design. 
 

410. 
 

ALLOTMENTS  
 
POLLINATION STATIONS 
 
The Clerk informed members that since the matter of pollination stations on 
allotment sites had been raised to the council, the individual who wished 
this to be considered had not been responsive to the Deputy Clerks 
communications and therefore was no update to provide. 
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ALLOTMENT FORUM 
 
Cllr. Price provided members with a background as to how NCCC has 
historically communicated with allotment holders through an open forum and 
why it had come to his attention that this needs to be reviewed and a better 
solution put in place. Although he does not yet know what the solution may 
be, he will give it some thought and bring a formal proposal back to the A&F 
Committee in the future for consideration. Cllr. Price is going to start by 
going round the allotment sites with the maintenance officer to get a feel for 
them, as each site has its own benefits and issues and cannot be treated 
the same. He informed members that it had been requested of several sites 
to become allotment societies that would manage themselves, though this 
would require a lot more thought and discussion to fully understand its 
merits and where the community council would fit in as there could be 
issues which come of that being done.  
 
Following on from a discussion earlier in the meeting where the Clerk raised 
some of his current concerns regarding allotments, he suggested that once 
Cllr. Price has had an opportunity to tour the sites, it may be worth 
convening an allotment working party to discuss the matter. 
 
PLOT SIZES 
 
A paper had been provided by the Deputy Clerk regarding changing the 
measurement used for plot sizes.  
 
Previously all plots had been measured in rods, with 5 rods being a half plot 
and 10 rods equating to a full plot, however this had brought about lots of 
issues and a simpler alternative had been investigated. 
 
Legal advice had been sought by the Deputy Clerk which confirmed that the 
council could move to a digital image measurement system which provided 
an outline of each plot, and when letting out each plot the tenant would 
choose whether to accept or decline the plot based on these perimeters. 
 
The Clerk asked members to consider the Deputy Clerks proposal.  
 
RESOLVED: 
THAT, the plot maps are most accurate description held of each site 
for legal purposes. 
 
THAT, each “full” or “half” plot is as described as each outlined in the 
plot map. 
 

411. VECTIS FIELD 
 
Members had before them a report regarding recent discussions between 
the local ward member, Cllr. Joe Lever, the Clerk, Deputy Clerk, Ian Boyd of 
(Arc Consulting) and Tony Gillingham (IW Council Tree Officer). 
 
Members were happy with the recommendations of Ian and Tony that the 
paths be widened within the woodland area to allow a clear route through to 
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encourage people to explore the space and deter wrongdoing within the 
area. A perimeter would also be established approximately 3 metres from 
the boundary of the forest which would be allowed to grow and naturally 
encourage wildlife as it would act as a buffer zone. The Clerk is seeking 
quotations for the fence posts required to complete these works, as they 
would be necessary so that it was clear to contractors where maintenance is 
required up to. This would likely be brought back to a future meeting for 
approval. 
 
A discussion took place between members on the future car parking plans 
for the field, with reference to plans which had previously been drawn up by 
Robert Biggs. Members were keen to discuss this as soon as possible so 
that a clear plan was in place and be incorporated into a wider picture for 
the recreation grounds. There was some confusion between some members 
and the Clerk at this stage on what had been agreed for the area, and as 
the local ward member was not present to express his views it was agreed 
that the best route forward would be to convene a Pavilion Working Party to 
discuss the matter further. 
 
The Clerk has now received the lease for Vectis Field, and this will be on 
the agenda for October Full Council for member approval. 
 
RESOLVED: 
THAT, a Pavilion Working party be convened to discuss car parking 
for Victoria Recreation Ground and Vectis Field. 
 

412. CHRISTMAS 
 
Although members had before them a report detailing the progress had 
been made in organising the Christmas event, the Clerk was hopeful that on 
the Deputy Clerks return from annual leave, she would have some 
responses from individuals which she had been waiting on to move some 
elements forward. 
 
Members expressed their enthusiasm that Skates, located Newport Harbour 
Quay, would be involved in the event and wished to make it as successful 
as possible. 
 

413. NEXT AGENDA 
 
-Members Questions. To will become a standing agenda item. 
-64 High Street. To will become a standing agenda item. 
-Worsley Road playing fields. 
 
In the absence of members questions, Cllr. Jones-Evans requested that a 
property working group be convened to finalise a proposal for full council for 
a vision for the property. 
 

414. NEXT MEETING 
 
26th October 2021, 6.30pm at The Pavilion, Victoria Recreation Ground.  
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                                                                                                                               CHAIRMAN 

 

 

Contact: Lucinda Molyneux Tel: 01983 559119 or  
Email: clerk@newportwight.org.uk  


