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NEWPORT & CARISBROOKE  

COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
www.newportwight.org.uk 

 
MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING OF NEWPORT & CARISBROOKE 
COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY 13th SEPTEMBER 2021 AT NEWPORT 
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH COMMENCED AT 6.45 PM. 
 
Councillors Present: Cllrs Brodie (Chair), Matthew Ambrosini, Joanne Ballington, 
Jaimie Bundell, Andrew Garratt, Julie Jones-Evans, Joe Lever, Cara Lock, Vix 
Lowthion, Terry Martin, Matthew Price, Ray Redrup, Shirley Smart and Michael 
Smith. 
 
Public:   0 
Clerk:    Joshua Tombleson 
Other:   0 
 
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
 
None. 
 
The Chair took this opportunity to congratulate Cllr. Matthew Ambrosini on winning 
the recent election in the Carisbrooke & Gunville Ward and welcomed him to 
Newport & Carisbrooke Community Council. 
 

2842. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
Apologies were received for Cllrs. Garratt and Lever for lateness. 
 

2843. DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY INTEREST 
 
Cllrs.  Brodie, Jones-Evans, Lever, Price and Redrup declared non-pecuniary 
interests in matters relating to the Isle of Wight Council (IWC) as they are Isle of 
Wight councillors. 
 
Cllrs. Ballington and Brodie declared a non-pecuniary interest in matters relating 
to Pan Together as a trustee of the charity. 
 
Cllr. Martin declared a non-pecuniary interest in matters relating to Gunville as a 
member the Gunville Association. 
 
Cllr. Smith declared a non-pecuniary interest relating to the IW 70/30 as he is the 
treasurer. 
 
Cllrs. Jones-Evans and Redrup declared a pecuniary interest in matters relating 
to Newport Business Association as members and local business owners. 
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There were no written requests for dispensation received. 
 

2844. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING AND MATTERS ARISING 
 
The minutes of the meeting of full council held on 12th July 2021 were presented 
to members. 
 
RESOLVED: 
THAT, the minutes of the meeting of full council held on 12th July 2021 be 
unanimously agreed and signed as an accurate record.  
 
Cllr Martin requested a correction to minute number 2836 as Cllr. Martin Oliver, 
IW Councillor for the Mountjoy and Shide Ward, was named incorrectly as Cllr. 
Martin in several instances. 
 
The Chair welcomed Cllr. Lever to the meeting. 
 
MATTERS ARISING 
 
None. 
 

2845. NEWPORT SAFER NEIGHBOURHOOD TEAM 
 
The Chair informed members that the Clerk had received apologies from the Sgt 
Dave Matthews on behalf of the Safer Neighbourhood Team, therefore no update 
received. 
 

2846. MARKET DAYS 
 
The Chair reported to members that apologies had been received for Claire 
Kennard, Market Days CIC, although a report had been shared with members 
ahead of the meeting. 
 
Cllr. Jones-Evans spoke about the report and what was being requested by Claire, 
Market Days CIC. The Clerk briefly read from the report, which had been 
circulated to members, as a reminder of the options which had been outlined by 
Claire for repurpose of the funds which had been previously granted by NCCC. 
 
A short discussion took place where members shared their own observations of 
footfall and the activities which have taken place in the market over recent weeks. 
 
After a brief debate, members decided that it would be preferential to wait until 
Claire had attended a meeting to answer any questions they may have before 
making a decision. 
 
The Clerk informed members that Claire will be invited once again to attend the 
October meeting of Full Council and then again in December to report back at the 
end of the NCCC agreed funding stage. 
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RESOLVED: 
THAT, the decision to provide preference on the repurposing of the funds 
be deferred until the Meeting of Full Council in October. 
 

2847. 
 
 
 
 
 

FINANCIAL MATTERS 
 
Members were presented with payments made during July and August for 
approval. 
 
RESOLVED: 
THAT, the accounts paid in July and August 2021 be approved. 
 
Members received the income and expenditure report to 31st August 2021. 
 
Annual expenditure is on track at approximately 39% however as Finance Lead 
the Chair will be meeting with the RFO to examine further. 
 
Cllr Jones-Evans Said that she and Cllr. Lowthion had met with the Clerk and RFO 
to discuss projects which they are involved in and haver a plan to move these 
forward. 
 
RESOLVED: 
THAT, the income and expenditure report to 31st August 2021 be noted. 
 
Members received the bank reconciliation for August 2021. 
 
RESOLVED: 
THAT, the bank reconciliation for August 2021. 
 
Members had before them the conclusion of the external audit for the year ended 
31st March 2021 for approval. 
 
The Chair thanked the RFO, Vikki Wright, for her excellent work on achieving this 
floorless report as there were no comments made by the external auditor. 
Recommends members note the report and congratulate Vikki.  
 
Cllr. Price said that other councils would love to be in that position and noted the 
work of the RFO. 
 
RESOLVED: 
THAT, the conclusion of the audit for the year ended 31st March 2021 be 
received. 
 
Members had before them a grant application from Medina Marching Band 
applying for £500 to support repairs to their minibus. 
 
A resident of Cllr. Price has been running the marching band for 25 years. Cllr. 
Price shared with members some background on the marching band and the input 
and outcomes which have come from it as a result of this residents’ hard work. 
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Cllr. Brodie highlighted that Medina Marching Band will be approaching other 
councils as well for support. 
 
RESOLVED: 
THAT, £500 be awarded to Medina Marching Band from the budget. 
 
Members had before them a grant application from Jigsaw Family Support 
applying for £400 to support the funding of an event for residents which would 
provide dedicated hire of JR Zone in Newport for their clients. 
 
RESOLVED: 
THAT, £400 be awarded to Jigsaw Family Support. 
 

2848. PROPERTY REPORT 
 
Members had before them a report which had been provided by Cllr. Jones-
Evans, alongside a SWOT analysis of the property in question, an estimate of 
costs produced by MEA Consultants and a copy of the Councils Strategic Plan. 
 
Cllr. Jones-Evans summarised her report and drew members attention to the 
feasibility study which had been circulated by the Clerk. Cllr. Jones-Evans outlined 
the community councils’ movements between office locations as they have 
outgrown one after another and explained how this particular property had come 
to light for consideration by members to purchase.  
 
The Clerk was thanked for arranging a viewing of the property for members.  
 
Members were informed of the opportunity to access HSHAZ funding during this 
financial year to support feasibility studies and partial grant funding of works for 
the front of the building and also a reinstatement of front access to the first floor. 
 
Cllr. Jones-Evans highlighted some of the information contained in the feasibility 
study which was circulated and that hopefully members have had an opportunity 
to read this prior to the meeting, however this is an information document rather 
than a decision paper. 
 
Cllr. Price feels that being in the heart of the town is now where the community 
council needs to be. It had been previously hoped that the guildhall could have 
progressed into something more of a permanent home for the council, though 
unfortunately this was not to be. This statement building in the High Street shows 
what we want to be. The location of this building is possibly its best asset in an 
area of the town which buildings are being brough back into use. If the council 
decides to approve the purchase the building, then we need to agree a purpose 
and appoint a project manager to oversee it, however he feels that there are 
sufficient ideas between members to give it direction. Cllr. Price Supports the 
community council taking this forward. 
 
The Chair has been part of the property acquisition discussions from the start, 
though was finance lead at the time. When the GPWP were reviewing the market, 
although the property market had declined, there was an opportunity to invest. As 
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part of the process, there is a budget allocation for the current financial year to 
support this. Cllr. Brodie highlighted the amount in the budget and if not spent this 
year would be carried forward. This is the 13th year of the council and when it 
established, the council did not want to jump into the biggest building it could find, 
like Ryde Town Council, at significant cost. Members have varying views on how 
this property could be used such a residential, the inclusion of a Heritage Centre 
etc, however, if members choose to go ahead then a vision must be established 
very quickly, and the working group should start to meet regularly. Cllr. Brodie 
agrees with other members that the appointment of a project manager is 
imperative. Although the public works loan is for £400,000, to complete the project 
in its entirety it is likely to incur expenditure beyond this. There is £60,000 in the 
budget to service the loan but not all will be spent in the current financial year so 
this will help fund works if required. The Chair does not wish to see the budget 
increased in the next financial year, but instead being more sensible on how 
existing money is spent.  Cllr. Brodie has had his doubts about the purchase of 
the property but feels it is the right thing to do in a time of regeneration. He urged 
all members to make contribution to this item as it is the biggest decision in the 
Councils time and informed members that he will be asking for a named vote to 
take place following the debate. 
 
Cllr. Smart also felt it is right to have a central base. Her only concerns were over 
the actual property rather than the principle of investing in the High Street. 
However, since speaking to the Clerk, she has been reassured of its structural 
integrity through he Survey which had taken place. 
 
Cllr. Lever said within the property the is plenty of space and therefore lots of 
possibilities. He agrees that the Community Council would be making a statement 
in relation to its commitment to the High Street. Cllr. Lever confirmed that he would 
be voting in favour. 
 
Cllr. Martin highlighted to members that there is currently no way for individuals 
with physical disabilities to access the 1st floor of the property and this would need 
to be addressed. 
 
Cllr. Brodie agreed that accessibility is very important so would need to keep this 
in mind and consider the options available, be it staff on the ground floor or stair 
lifts. 
 
Cllr. Smith agreed that Newport needs the community council in the centre of the 
town, not in Pyle Street. 
 
Cllr. Jones-Evans thanked members for the support she has received on the item. 
The survey was very thorough and is comfortable with its findings and would not 
be proceeding without this. She suggested having a meeting of the property 
working group within the week to get some initial thoughts. These views would 
then be shared with the general purposes working party and followed up at the 
Assets & Facilities Committee. Cllr. Jones-Evans would also like to invite Martin 
Gibson, project manager for the High Street Heritage Action Zone, to participate 
at this working group. Cllr. Jones-Evans then proceeded to read the proposal 
contained within her paper to all members. 
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RESOLVED: 
THAT, Newport and Carisbrooke Council resolve to instruct the Clerk and 
Finance Officer to finalise property purchase and draw down PWL of 
£400,000. The Property Working Party to be convened as soon as is 
convenient and report back at next Full Council with progress and any 
decisions required. HSHAZ programme manager Martin Gibson to be invited 
to attend property working party to advise on potential grant funding 
opportunities and process. 
 
Named Vote: 
For- 14 (unanimous) 
 
Cllr. Brodie 
Cllr. Jones-Evans 
Cllr. Redrup 
Cllr. Ballington 
Cllr. Bundell 
Cllr. Lowthion 
Cllr. Price 
Cllr. Lever 
Cllr. Lock 
Cllr. Smith 
Cllr. Garratt 
Cllr. Smart 
Cllr. Ambrosini 
Cllr. Martin 
 
 
 

2849. ASSETS AND FACILITIES COMMITTEE 
 
Members had before them the draft minutes of the Assets & Facilities meeting 
held on 27th July 2021.  
 
Cllr. Price, Chair of the Assets & Facilities committee, presented the minutes to 
members. 
 
One of the items which was discussed at the recent meeting is the allotment sites 
and the associated forum. Cllr. Price has previously chaired the allotment forum, 
however he believes there could be better ways to engage with allotment holders, 
and although he is unsure as to how this could be at present, he asked members 
to support him in assembling ideas as to its future running, which would then be 
taken back to the committee. 
 
Cllr. Jones-Evans asked that thanks be passed on to the RFO from allotment 
holders who have participated in the Saturday market stall. 
 
RESOLVED: 
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THAT, the minutes of the Assets & Facilities Committee held on 27th July 
2021 be noted. 
 

2850. PLANNING AND CONSULTATION COMMITTEE 
 
Members had before them the draft minutes of the Planning & Consultation 
meeting held on 22nd July 2021. 
 
Cllr. Smart, Chair of the Planning & Consultation committee presented the minutes 
to members.  
 
RESOLVED: 
THAT, the minutes of the Planning & Consultation Committee held on 22nd 
June 2021 be noted. 
 
Members had before them the draft minutes of the Planning & Consultation 
meeting held on 26th August 2021. 
 
Cllr. Smart reminded members of the meeting being held on Monday 20th 
September to discuss the draft Island planning strategy. 
 
Cllr. Brodie informed members of his request submitted to the assistant clerk 
regarding the inclusion of previous comments being included on the most recent 
submission on a planning application which was discussed by the committee. Due 
to this alteration, the minutes of the meeting of the Planning and Consultation 
Committee held on the 26th August will not be noted and will reappear on the 
agenda at the October meeting of Full Council. 
 
The Chair asked that members consider a vote to accept Cllr. Ambrosini onto the 
Planning & Consultation Committee. 
 
RESOLVED: 
THAT, Cllr. Ambrosini be appointed as a member of the Planning & 
consultation Committee. 
 
The Clerk reminded members that for future meetings of the Planning & 
Consultation Committee, proposals regarding applications which members wish 
to be called in shall need to be received by the assistant clerk prior to the 
summons and agenda being issued. This is so that it is clear to members what is 
being asked of them and they have the full period prior to the meeting to make 
considerations. Cllr. Brodie highlighted an incident of where this had not occurred 
prior to a recent meeting where it was unclear as to why an application had been 
called in and this could have led to appropriate representation not being made.  
 

2851. SHAPING NEWPORT 
 
Cllr. Jones-Evans endeavoured to circulate the minutes from the latest Shaping 
Newport meeting as soon as they have been received. 
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Cllr. Smith provided members with a brief overview of what had been discussed 
at the last meeting, including Isle of Wight Day, Market Days and City Status, 
however the bulk of the discussion had been on the Newport Parking item. 
 
Cllr. Brodie said that the parking proposal which had been circulated by the 
Newport Business Association was very unrealistic given the proposed cost to 
IWC, which they cannot afford, and they could not expect Isle of Wight Council to 
support it, however he feels that the proposal which had been submitted by the 
community council makes sense, and the community council has offered to 
supplement a portion of it. 
 
Cllr. Jones-Evans briefed members on the other items which were discussed 
though full details will follow in the minutes when circulated. 
 
NEWPORT PARKING PROPOSAL 
 
The Newport Parking proposal, which NCCC submitted to the Newport Parking 
group, went to the most recent meetings of the Shaping Newport Group to 
consider adoption into a final proposal which would be submitted to Isle of Wight 
Council for consideration. The Shaping Newport Group have not yet been able to 
agree a final proposal for submission, despite several attempts, as there is still 
disagreement amongst members as there is also a separate submission from the 
NBA which is included in considerations. 
 
PARKING MEETING HOSTED BY VENTNOR TOWN COUNCIL 
 
Cllr. Brodie had recently been invited to join a meeting hosted by Ventnor Town 
Council, where the car parks which they have taken over management from Isle 
of Wight Council were discussed. Ventnor Town Council pay IWC an annual fee 
of approximately £25k, which is the equivalent of the profit which IWC would have 
been making had they retained management of them. By renting these car parks 
it allowed VTC to put in their own provisions. The purpose of the call meeting was 
to seek partnership with other local town and parish councils with a view to take 
on the management responsibilities of other car parks from IWC. Cllr. Brodie 
informed VTC that he would inform NCCC members of this proposal and see if 
the is an interest in doing so, as did the other councils who were approached.  
 
Cllr. Jones-Evans feels that at the current time she would rather the community 
council focus on the property purchase. Cllr. Price echoed this view, however, is 
happy to discuss again in the future. 
 
Cllr. Lowthion knows how hard councillors have been working to try and get this 
off the ground elsewhere. If the community council plays a role, then it can keep 
the IWC on their toes.  
 
Cllr. Jones-Evans said that there is no harm in keeping involved in these meetings 
and receiving further information, but members should be cautious that if they 
choose to be involved it could lead to the community council heavily subsidising 
these car parks. 
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After hearing these views of members, Cllr. Brodie said that he would inform 
Ventnor TC that although NCCC are happy to keep channels of communication 
open, the community council will look to 2023 onwards to reconsider support. Cllr. 
Redrup and Lowthion put themselves forward to attend these meetings.  
 
RESOLVED: 
THAT, NCCC continue to engage with the group and Cllr. Redrup and Cllr. 
Lowthion represent NCCC at these meetings, reporting back to members at 
full council when required. 
 

2852. REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES 
  
IWALC- no meetings held since the last meeting of full council, though there is 
one taking place shortly. 
 
Older Voices- Michael receiving correspondence though has not attended any 
meetings at present. 
 
Newport River- A meeting had taken place in the last week, however both Cllr. 
Brodie and Cllr. Martin was unable to attend. Cllr. Price said that he had been 
approached for access to Pan Stream to try and enhance the stream. 
Investigations are currently being undertaken to see how this can be done and 
will report back if there is any information to share. 
 
Cllr. Martin Oliver, IW Councillor for Mountjoy and Shide Ward, sent his apologies 
for this meeting. If Cllr. Olver can attend a meeting of full council in order to provide 
update to members on any activities which may concern the community council, 
a separate agenda item will be included. 
 
 
 

2853. MEMBERS QUESTIONS 
 
Cllr. Jones-Evans asked members if they wish to submit the NCCC Newport 
Parking Proposal to IW Council cabinet, separate of the proposal being 
constructed by Shaping Newport. 
 
The Clerk informed members that the way in which NCCC has worked with IW 
Council officers on this proposal and the efficiency at which it has been carried 
out has been very well received. It was noted by him that IW Council officers have 
found the lack of engagement at meetings by NBA and deadlines also not being 
met by them frustrating and this has held up their efforts to consult. 
 
The Chair asked members if they were happy to proceed with submitting the 
proposal to IW Council, should there be no agreement between the parties at 
Shaping Newport. 
 
RESOLVED: 
THAT, the Newport Parking Proposal produced by NCCC be submitted 
directly to the IW Council for consideration its 2022/2023 budget 
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discussions, should there be no agreement between the parties present on 
the Shaping Newport Group. 
 

2854. HEALTH AND SAFETY 
 
None. 
 

2855. NEXT AGENDA 
 
Any items which members wish to be discussed at the October meeting of Full 
Council to be sent to the Clerk ahead of the agenda being issued. 
 

2856. NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meeting of full council will be held on Monday 11th October 2021, at 
Gunville Methodist Church, commencing at 18:45. 
 

                                                                                                                                              
CHAIR 

 

     Contact:  Joshua Tombleson – 01983 559119 or clerk@newportwight.org.uk  
 

mailto:clerk@newportwight.org.uk

