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NEWPORT & CARISBROOKE  

COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
www.newportwight.org.uk 

 
MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING OF NEWPORT & CARISBROOKE 
COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY 11th OCTOBER 2021 AT GUNVILLE 
METHODIST CHURCH COMMENCED AT 6.45 PM. 
 
Councillors Present: Cllrs. Geoff Brodie (Chair), Matthew Ambrosini, Joanne 
Ballington, Julie Jones-Evans (Vice-Chair), Joe Lever, Cara Lock, Terry Martin, 
Matthew Price, Shirley Smart and Michael Smith. 
 
Public:   1 
Clerk:    Joshua Tombleson 
Other:   0 
 
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
 
Martin Cooper- Gunville Community Association- Martin thanked members for their 
support over the years. Coffee mornings have now started up again with the support 
of Elaine Sheldrake, Newport Community Connector. 
 

2857. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
Apologies were received for Cllrs. Jaimie Bundell, Andrew Garratt, Vix Lowthion 
and Ray Redrup. 
 
Apologies had also been received from Sgt Dave Matthews of Newport Safer 
Neighbourhood Team, and Claire Kennard of Market Days CIC. 
 

2858. DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY INTEREST 
 
Cllrs.  Brodie, Jones-Evans, Lever and Price declared non-pecuniary interests in 
matters relating to the Isle of Wight Council (IWC) as they are Isle of Wight 
councillors. 
 
Cllrs. Ballington and Brodie declared a non-pecuniary interest in matters relating 
to Pan Together as trustees of the charity. 
 
Cllrs. Ambrosini and Martin declared a non-pecuniary interest in matters relating 
to Gunville as members of the Gunville Association. 
 
There were no written requests for dispensation received. 
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2859. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING AND MATTERS ARISING 
 
The minutes of the meeting of full council held on 13th September 2021 were 
presented to members.  
 
Cllr. Jones-Evans requested an amendment be made to minute no. 2843 as she 
felt the declaration made as a member of Newport Business Association and local 
business owner is non-pecuniary as opposed to pecuniary as recorded within the 
minutes. 
 
RESOLVED: 
THAT, the minutes of the meeting of full council held on 13th September 2021 
be unanimously agreed and signed as an accurate record with the 
amendment requested by Cllr. Jones-Evans made accordingly. 
 
MATTERS ARISING 
 
None. 
 
The minutes of the meeting of the extraordinary general meeting held on Monday 
20th September 2021 were presented to members. 
 
RESOLVED: 
THAT, the minutes of the meeting of extraordinary general meeting held on 
20th September 2021 be agreed and signed as an accurate record.  
 
MATTERS ARISING 
 
Cllr. Smart wished to put on record a special thanks to the Assistant Clerk, Laura 
Jones, for the hard work which was put in to producing this excellent submission 
to the Draft Island Planning Strategy on behalf of the Community Council. 
 

2860. NEWPORT SAFER NEIGHBOURHOOD TEAM 
 
The Chair informed members that the Clerk had received apologies from the Sgt 
Dave Matthews on behalf of the Safer Neighbourhood Team, therefore no update 
received. 
 

2861. MARKET DAYS 
 
The Chair reported to members that apologies had been received for Claire 
Kennard, Market Days CIC, although a report had been shared with members 
ahead of the meeting. 
 
The Chair reminded members of how this item was introduced to the agenda at 
the annual meeting of the council and the intervals which a representative of 
Market Days CIC was going to be in attendance. It was then agreed that in the 
absence of Claire Kennard it would be sensible to move on to the next agenda 
item.  
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2862. 
 
 
 
 
 

FINANCIAL MATTERS 
 
Members were presented with payments made during September 2021 for 
approval. 
 
RESOLVED: 
THAT, the accounts paid in September 2021 be approved. 
 
Members received the income and expenditure report to 30th September 2021. 
The Chair informed members that as a result of public works loan which enabled 
the purchase of 64 High Street, the report will show misleading expenditure 
percentages and this should be kept in mind. 
 
RESOLVED: 
THAT, the income and expenditure report to 30th September 2021 be noted. 
 
Members received the bank reconciliation for September 2021. 
 
The Chair summarised the document for members. 
 
RESOLVED: 
THAT, the bank reconciliation for September 2021 be noted. 
 
The Chair outlined the 2022/2023 budget setting process for members. Any bids 
either in member wards or which they wish to support community wide as part of 
the 2022/2023 budget should be received by the Clerk, RFO and the Chair by the 
end of November. In early December the Chair will sit down with the RFO to review 
the bids and review the future running costs of the council. The outcome of this 
review will then be discussed by the GPWP and together they will pull together a 
draft proposal for the meeting of Full Council in January. Members will receive this 
draft proposal prior to Christmas to allow time for consideration. The January Full 
Council meeting will be an opportunity for discussion and any challenges to be 
considered. A final version will then be agreed at February Full Council. 
 
Cllr. Price wished members to collectively think about the weeds and condition of 
the town. He feels it is worth considering the appointment of a contractor in the 
future to improve this.  
 

2863. 64 HIGH STREET 
 
Members had before them a proposal which had been constructed by the property 
working group regarding the future use of 64 High Street for members 
consideration. Cllr. Jones-Evans provided all members with a brief background on 
what was involved in pulling the paper together. 
 
Cllr. Price summarised the discussions of the working group and that it was 
preferable to commence works initially on the ground floor and bringing the 
property into a form of public use as quick as possible. However, as there are 
discussions which need to take place to establish the exact requirement of the 
floorspace, a definitive plan for the ground floor cannot be agreed at this stage. 
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Cllr. Martin reminded members that there is no mention of the DDA compliance 
he previously raised, which included providing disabled access to the first floor, 
within the paper. 
 
The Chair told members that he was currently concerned as he felt part of the 
discussions which took place to approve the purchase, the provision of rental 
accommodation was ruled out. Cllr. Brodie is keen to move the staff into the 
property as initially intended and if the ideas being discussed were made apparent 
prior to purchase then he would not have voted in support. 
 
Cllr. Ambrosini agreed with the property working group that it is essential to get 
the ground floor into use as quickly as possible and supported the first floor being 
the second phase of works. The provision of rental accommodation allows the 
community council to support affordable housing and feels this a role which we 
should be playing. These views were identically echoed by other members during 
the debate.  
 
Cllr. Jones-Evans addressed the DDA issue raised by Cllr. Martin and apologised 
for it not being included within the report however assured that it was discussed 
and supported. To establish the specifics of what the floor space will be used for 
the property working group would like an architect to be selected and participate 
in future discussions to aid member considerations. 
 
The Clerk made members aware of his reservations regarding the allocation of 
staff offices on the ground floor with the likely space being regarded as unsuitable 
by members of the team and would not wish to relocate his team into an inferior 
working environment as a stop gap. 
 
A lengthy but constructive debate took place amongst many members, taking on 
board the feedback from the Clerk and the Chair, and reassuring that although 
most of the members ambition was to complete works to the ground floor initially 
the Clerk and his team would be involved in discussions.  
 
Cllr. Price proposed that the council proceed with the immediate actions identified 
within the paper as these would not commit to its future uses but provide options 
to get the building open. 
 
The Chair said that he could not support right now as members were attempting 
to agree some ideas which he thought the council had moved on from prior to the 
purchase of the property and he would be opposing accommodation on the first 
floor as feels the council are not treating the staff correctly with the discussion 
which have taken place around staff accommodation. Cllr. Lock agreed with the 
Chair as although she was not part of the discussion of the working group, she 
feels that what was originally discussed has been lost and the direction has 
changed. 
 
Cllr. Ambrosini disagreed and clarified that the intentions of the working group are 
not to put the staff into an inferior working space but simply to progress works to 
the ground floor and then assess its potential uses at a later date. 



PAPER A 

 

A further debate took place to establish exactly what was being proposed and to 
agree that potential uses were not being agreed at this time. 
 
Cllr. Price reiterated the proposal to commence work in line with the six immediate 
actions identified by the working party. Members then took a vote on this proposal. 
 
Cllr. Brodie requested that he be named alongside his vote. 
 
RESOLVED: 
THAT, the council proceed with the immediate actions agreed by the 
property working group which are as follows: 
 

- Cleaning and painting - investigate working with Restorative Justice. 
- Have current flooring inspected - is it safe and usable. 
- Fire inspection to ascertain capacity as a venue and if different uses 

requirements are met by the current configuration. 
- Sound system to enable meetings and events. 
- Engage an architect to begin to put plans together - work with 

councillors and team to understand the needs and practicalities. 
Needs to be a conservation accredited architect for Historic England. 
It was suggested that the appointed architect could also manage the 
project build. 

- Install digital noticeboard in the window - films of Newport, info, work 
of NCCC 

 
The Vote: 
 
For- 6 
Against- 1 (Cllr. Brodie) 
Abstentions- 3 
 

2864. ASSETS AND FACILITIES COMMITTEE 
 
Members had before them the draft minutes of the Assets & Facilities meeting 
held on 28th September 2021.  
 
Cllr. Price, Chair of the Assets & Facilities committee, presented the minutes to 
members. He spoke on Vectis field and that the local members weren’t there so 
no decisions wanted to be made. 
 
Cllr. Price spoke about the conversation which took place regarding the increase 
in pavilion bookings and suggested that if it continues to be successful then 
members may wish to look at hiring a member of staff to allow the bar to increase 
its opening hours. 
 
The Chair informed members that the Clerk had now received the lease from IW 
Council which would see Newport & Carisbrooke Community Council adopt Vectis 
Field into a new, combined lease with Victoria Recreation Ground. The Chair 
asked that members approve the Clerk to proceed with signing and executing this 
lease. 
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RESOLVED: 
THAT, the minutes of the Assets & Facilities Committee held on 28th 
September 2021 be noted. 
 
THAT, the Clerk proceed with signing and executing the lease for Vectis 
Field. 
 

2865. PLANNING AND CONSULTATION COMMITTEE 
 
Members had before them the draft minutes of the Planning & Consultation 
meeting held on 26th August 2021. 
 
Cllr. Smart, Chair of the Planning & Consultation committee presented the minutes 
to members.  
 
RESOLVED: 
THAT, the minutes of the Planning & Consultation Committee held on 26th 
August 2021 be noted. 
 

2866. SHAPING NEWPORT 
 
Members had before them a list of the actions which had been agreed by the 
Shaping Newport Group so far for 2021 as the minutes of the most recent meeting 
are not yet available. Cllr. Jones-Evans presented and summarised the paper for 
members. 
 
Cllr. Jones-Evans informed members that a contractor is now in place to write the 
city status bid and thanked the community council for its support. 
 
A Shaping Newport forum is coming up and members are encouraged to attend. 
 
NEWPORT PARKING PROPOSAL 
 
Members had before the Newport Parking Proposal, which had been constructed 
by the Shaping Newport Group, which looked to seek feedback from the members 
of NCCC and a decision made regarding support for it. 
 
The Newport parking topic goes back to a proposal Cllr. Brodie put forward to the 
IW Council last year which was seeking equal on street free parking opportunities 
for Newport in comparison to other Island towns. 
 
Cllr. Jones-Evans summarised the paper and highlighted that if members were to 
support this proposal, then Newport would be getting 190 more spaces of free 
parking than what was included within the NCCC proposal which had been 
submitted for consideration. This would also equate to a higher number of free 
parking spaces than available in Ryde, albeit within car parks as opposed to on 
street. 
The Chair noted that once NBA had stopped looking at their own proposal and 
thought sensibly it seems to have equated to a reasonable proposal. The 
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proposed 6 month trial would include most of the main car parks within town, and 
with the £20,000contribution which has been offered by NCCC, the Isle of Wight 
council would potentially lose £31,148 during the trial. This is much less than the 
original proposal from NBA. It is likely that the IW Council would look for a £40,000 
contribution from NCCC per year thereafter. The Chair feels that now he has 
spoken with Cllr. Jones-Evans and after what she has delivered at the meeting for 
members, he can see why this is a more beneficial option than going for on street 
parking as previously requested. He reminded members that this dependant on 
agreeing £20,000 in the budget for the trial…unless members wish to try and find 
the money during the current financial year. This option would not penalise people 
with blue badges in the town centre either. 
 
Cllr. Price stated that he has always held the view that if the public are provided a 
period of free parking, then it will increase the number of people coming to town. 
Using car parks would be simple and would naturally take the footfall past some 
of the shops they would not ordinarily go by. This could be the shot in the arm 
Newport needs right now and a press release from NCCC would be required to 
promote it. Cllr. Price suggested members should consider committing to a full 
year as a pilot now and that if agreed the residents of Newport would think it is a 
fantastic proposition. 
 
Members expressed their support for committing to a 12-month trial as this would 
allow a clear indication of its success as would encompass the changing the 
dynamics and footfall of the town throughout a full year. 
 
Cllr. Jones-Evans highlighted that having free parking in Church Litten car park 
may not be ideal anyway given the location. It would mean going through a highly 
pedestrianised area by the bus station and drivers would also not be guaranteed 
to get a space because it is so small in comparison to other car parks within town. 
This compromise is well thought out and thinks will have a better outcome from 
cabinet. 
 
The Chair asked members to consider the proposal and to indicate if they would 
like him to work with the RFO to find £20,000 within the current budget to 
accommodate an immediate start should it be approved by the IW Council cabinet. 
 
Unanimously agreed. 
 
RESOLVED: 
THAT, NCCC support the Shaping Newport Parking proposal and should it 
be agreed members commit to providing an initial contribution of £20,000 to 
commence the trial with a further £20,000 being included as part of the 
2022/2023 budget to cover the following 6 months. 
 
 
 
 
 

2867. REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES 
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IWALC- Cllr. Smart informed members that although no meetings have taken 
place since her last update, she will send out all IWALC correspondence from now 
on for member information. 
 
Older Voices- No updates provided. 
 
Newport River- Cllr. Price mentioned that at a previous meeting of the council he 
had informed members that he would be meeting with Carol Flux regarding the 
Fairlee Hole. Carol Flux has now been able to map this stream and the initial 
spring where the stream starts has been found in a resident’s garden. Cllr. Price 
is trying to start a project that will hopefully lead to a maintenance plan as he is 
concerned that if this does not take place then it could cause future flooding in the 
area. 
 

2868. MEMBERS QUESTIONS 
 
Cllr. Jones-Evans requested that members questions be included on future 
Assets & Facilities agendas. The Clerk confirmed that this can be included but 
informed members of its purpose and it is not to be used as an item for AOB. 
 
Cllr. Ambrosini asked IW Council members if they had any further information 
regarding the safety discussions for Betty Haunt Lane as he has been contacted 
by residents. Cllr. Lever confirmed that friction surfacing works have now taken 
place although they are waiting on some responses from Island Roads before 
members know what options are available for consideration.  
 
Cllr. Smith asked if a report had been received concerning the clean up of 
Seaclose Park following the Isle of Wight Festival. Cllr. Price said that although 
the site had not yet been handed back, the IW Festival have paid for 6 litter picks 
and if required NCCC could arrange another though he does not feel it will come 
to this due to the fines which the Festival would incur if not handed back in a 
satisfactory condition. 
 

2869. HEALTH AND SAFETY 
 
None. 
 

2870. NEXT AGENDA 
 
Any items which members wish to be discussed at the November meeting of Full 
Council to be sent to the Clerk ahead of the agenda being issued. 
 

2871. NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meeting of full council will be held on Monday 8th November 2021, at 
Downside Community Centre, commencing at 18:45. 
 

     Contact:  Joshua Tombleson – 01983 559119 or clerk@newportwight.org.uk  
 

mailto:clerk@newportwight.org.uk


PAPER A 

 

                                                                                                                                              
CHAIR 

 


