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Advanced Airway Training in Wales 

Essential requirements 

 

50 clinical sessions minimum, to include: 

 -Major head and neck cancer lists, to include free flap surgery. 

-Managing busy operating lists, for ENT, dental and maxillo-facial surgery. 

-Experience of open airway techniques.  

-Pre-op assessment of patients with head and neck cancer, specifically airway assessment, safe 

airway management planning, and suitability for major surgery 

 -Attendance at Head and Neck Cancer Multidisciplinary meetings. 

 

During these clinical sessions, the advanced trainee will achieve competencies to independently manage 

complex airways in both the elective and emergency situation. These must include: 

 -fibreoptic intubation – awake and asleep 

 -videolaryngoscopy – asleep and awake  

The trainee will also  

 -offer support and assistance to colleagues  

-gain familiarity with emergency front of neck access guidelines and protocols  

(local and national) 

 

A Quality Improvement or Audit project of the trainee’s choice 

 -it is expected that the trainee becomes familiar with recent developments in perioperative  

anaesthetic care relevant to this area of practice, evaluate these developments and advise col-

leagues of useful changes in practice. 

 

Teaching 

 -teach on an airway management course (internal or external)  

 -provide teaching to junior colleagues regarding airway assessment and management  

 

Courses/conferences 

 -attend a suitable airway conference e.g. DAS, WAM 

 

Provide a reflective summary of their advanced training module. 

 

At least one of each of the following workplace based assessments: CBD, ALMAT, A-CEX. 

Please also remember the 6 generic domains and CUTs required on the LLP. 

 

Additional requirements 

 

For sign-off as Advanced Training, trainees must complete some of the following additional require-
ments which will demonstrate mastery of the subspecialty or expertise beyond higher training. 
 

The trainee should be competent in planning safe airway management for patients with complex air-

ways in both elective and emergency settings. This will include guiding patients through the advanced 

airway techniques required to safely manage their airway. The trainee must also be confident to com-
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municate with the multidisciplinary team to ensure safe airway management, particularly in the emer-

gency situation. 

 

MDT meetings provide the opportunity to discuss complex airway patients and patients for major head 

and neck surgery, assess risk and ensure appropriate and safe perioperative care. They offer the advanced 

trainee the chance to become confident in communicating with other healthcare professionals e.g. sur-

geons, specialist nurses, dieticians, oncologists. 

 

Management 

It would be desirable for the trainee to attend a specialist center to observe and learn about practices in 

these centers. The trainee would become familiar with advanced techniques elsewhere and ideally 

should use this experience to guide education, quality improvement, patient care and service develop-

ment in their own department.  

 

Develop or revise protocols for airway training, difficult airway management and/or introduction of 

novel airway equipment or techniques, based on recent advances and developments in difficult airway 

management. 

 

Support consultant colleagues who do not regularly undertake work with complex airway patients. 

 

Organise an airway post-fellowship study day or regional meeting. 

 

Complete some additional external training which will build expertise in your chosen areas of clinical 

practice and provide greater exposure to the professional competences such as leadership, team working, 

teaching and management required for completion of advanced training. Some examples are below: 

 

 -Shared decision making 

  https://www.e-lfh.org.uk/programmes/shared-decision-making/ 

 

 -QI 

  http://www.prism-ed.com 

  https://portal.e-lfh.org.uk/Component/Details/430031 

  https://www.walesdeanery.org/qist 

 

 -Education 

  RCOA AaE 

Postgraduate qualifications in medical education  

 

 -Leadership & management  

  RCOA courses 

 

None of these outcomes have been defined as essential because there should be scope for trainees to 
choose areas of interest and evolve existing services depending on the department in which they com-
plete the module. 
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