
PARISHES OF SEAFORD AND PEACEHAVEN WITH NEWHAVEN 

FINANCE UPDATE ON RECENT SALE OF NEWHAVEN AND SEAFORD LEGACY 

 

Peacehaven  

 

The sale of the Newhaven church, presbytery and hall was completed on 15
th

 

September 2021 for the price of £585,000.  This exceeded the independent 

valuation that had been received for the site.  Legal and professional fees were 

£16,000 and other costs to secure and the clear the site were £4,000.  The net 

proceeds were £565,050.21.  The Diocese retained £197,767.57, being 35% 

under the usual windfall levy arrangement. 

The parish of Peacehaven therefore received £367,282.64.  This will first be 

used to repay loans and the parish overdraft at Newhaven so that its bank 

account can be closed – at total of £18,990.63.  This leaves £348,292.01.  The 

priority will be to create and retain an emergency fund of £100,000.  This 

special fund will be retained (on deposit with the Diocese) until it is needed 

either in Peacehaven, or in the parish of Seaford, which may draw up to 

£20,000 from this fund in relation to emergency financial requirements.  

The remaining balance of £248,292.01 will be shared with the parish of 

Seaford, with 20% of the balance – £49,658.40 being transferred to Seaford 

and 80% - £198,633.61 being retained in Peacehaven.  The desire to share the 

windfall with the parish of Seaford comes from a recognition that the 

community that worshipped in Newhaven parish is now served by Seaford 

parish as well as Peacehaven.  

The retained balance of £198,633.61 is deposited with the Diocese and will be 

drawn down as required and used for the mission of the parish of Peacehaven.  

Initially a project is being considered to update the sound system in 

Peacehaven.   

Maintenance projects are also necessary including:  

- Repairs to the church porch roof 

- Upgrade emergency lighting 

- Investigate and prevent water ingress via the window on the south wall 

of the church 

- Cracks in the ceiling of the Lady Chapel 

All projects will be developed with the approval of the Diocesan Finance 

Committee.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

Seaford  

 

Michael John Clarke died on 4
th

 July 2019, leaving his entire estate to Seaford 

parish.  This included his home, 129 North Way.  This property was sold on 29 

January 2021, for the agreed price of £355,000.  This selling price was 

supported by an independent valuation carried out by a qualified chartered 

surveyor.  Legal and professional fees were £11,500 so net proceeds were 

£343,500.  The Diocese retained approximately £120,000, being 35% under the 

usual windfall levy arrangement. 

The parish retains approximately £232,500 on deposit with the Diocese, to be 

used for the church’s mission.  

A further windfall will arise in 2022, as Peacehaven parish will transfer 20% of 

its retained receipt relating to the sale of Newhaven church, hall and 

presbytery.  Approximately £49,658.40 will be transferred to Seaford, and 

£198,633.61 will be retained by Peacehaven.  A further £100,000 has been set 

aside as a special fund for the parishes of Peacehaven and Seaford to access in 

the event of a financial emergency – this will be made available in an 80/20 

ratio, with £20,000 allocated to the parish of Seaford.  This invitation to share 

in the financial windfall received by the parish of Peacehaven is made in the 

acknowledgement that the community that worshipped in Newhaven parish is 

now served by Seaford parish as well as in Peacehaven. 

 

 

 

Fr Ian Byrnes – Parish Priest 

Delanee Fernando – Chair of Finance – Peacehaven 

Chris Parkinson – Chair of Finance – Seaford 

2 & 3 April 2022  
 

 

 

 

 

 


