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HELLO
Welcome to the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee edition of 
the Creative Chronicle. This celebratory booklet is a 
chance for us to share some of the wonderful projects 
happening on your doorstep as part of the Queen’s 
Jubilee celebrations and High Street Heritage Action 
Zone’s cultural consortium. The aim is to help you find 
new and exciting ways to reconnect with Newport, 
perhaps discovering something you didn’t know before 
or exploring somewhere new. We hope you enjoy this 
magazine. Our thanks to Historic England for funding 
this publication. 
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In this year of Her Majesty the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 
I am delighted to be able to support the projects for 
Newport’s ‘High Street Heritage Action Zone’. Such 
a milestone as Her Majesty’s 70th year as Queen is a 
wonderful time to celebrate all that is good in the historic 
town of Newport and to look forward to all the projects 
and developments that are planned for the future.

As Lord-Lieutenant of the Isle of Wight (and therefore the 
Queen’s representative here on the Island) I have been 
privileged to be invited to many events in Newport and to 
celebrate with Newport residents all the important events 
in recent years. In Autumn 2020, while many restrictions 
were still in place, The Earl of Wessex visited Newport to 
hear of the regeneration plans that were being formulated.
The Town’s previous connections with Royalty have not 
been altogether happy as in 1648 Charles 1 and a group 
of Parliamentary Commissioners concluded the Treaty of 
Newport in an attempt to reach a compromise in the Civil 
War. Charles 1 however continued to negotiate with the 
French and Scots so the Treaty was repudiated by Oliver 
Cromwell setting in train the events that led to Charles 1 
execution. Charles 1 daughter, Elizabeth Stuart, is buried in 
St Thomas’s Church Newport.

Hundreds of years later the people of Newport showed 
their loyalty to Queen Victoria and erected the Queen 

Her Majesty’s 
Representative
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Victoria Memorial in St James’ Square to commemorate 
the life and reign of Queen Victoria. So, history is all 
around us.

Looking to the future, the Queen has instigated ‘The 
Queen’s Green Canopy’ as a celebration of her Platinum 
Jubilee and trees that have been planted around 
Newport can be identified on the interactive map on the 
Queen’s Green Canopy website. It is hoped to plant 
many more trees in the Newport area over the coming 
year. A service to celebrate The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 
will be held at the Minster on June 5th and other events 
will be announced in the weeks to come.

We have been through some tough times recently, but 
the many exciting ideas outlined in this magazine by the 
organisations involved in the High Street Heritage Action 
Zone offer a great future for our historic town.

Communities need to be able to remember their past and 
look forward to their future while living in the present 
and I hope everyone will find something for them in this 
publication and the wider events it showcases. 

Mrs Susie Sheldon 
HM Lord-Lieutenant of the Isle of Wight
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Coronation Day 
The Queen’s Coronation was held on the 2nd of June 1953. 
She had actually become the Queen the year before, after the 
death of her father King George VI, on 6th February 1952. The 
Coronation took place over a year later, as a mark of respect 
for the passing monarch. It also gave plenty of time for the 
huge event to be planned. The ceremony began at 11.15am in 
Westminster Abbey and it lasted almost three hours. 
The Queen’s Coronation was the first to be broadcast on 
television. Lots of people got a television set for the first time to 
watch the ceremony, and invited friends, family and neighbours 
round to watch the events unfold.
The Coronation was a chance for people to celebrate. Having a 
new young Queen on the throne was part of a brighter future for 
Great Britain, stepping out into a new world and leaving behind 
the worry and austerity of the earlier part of the 20th Century. 
People held parties at home, in the streets where they lived and 
in towns and cities around the Commonwealth, including here in 
Newport. The streets were festooned with bunting and flags to 
celebrate the event.

Isle of Wight Heritage Service. 
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Isle of Wight Heritage Service. 
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The Newport High Street Heritage Action Zone (HAZ) is a 
programme of activities designed to regenerate the historic town 
centre and maximize the opportunity for the town centre to adapt 
to a changing world and thrive in the future. A partnership between 
Newport and Carisbrooke Community Council, Isle of Wight Council 
and Historic England, the HAZ is delivering a series of linked projects 
to improve our county town. There is also a HAZ for Ryde.

Making Space for People

As part of our People First Zone project, we’ll be delivering 
improvements to the High Street to create more space for people 
walking along the pavements, standing and chatting or browsing in 
shop windows. We’ll introduce new greenery to the town, provide 
more spots to stop and rest and make it easier to move around 
safely and comfortably. The changes will also improve the setting 
of some key listed buildings around town to allow the rich heritage 
of Newport to shine through.

Bringing historic buildings back to life

We’re working to bring underused buildings in the town back to 
life, from creating new homes above shops to developing plans to 
restore and repurpose landmark buildings like The Guildhall and 
the Old Grammar School, ensuring our heritage is conserved while 
also opening up new possibilities for future uses of the town centre.

We are also offering grants to building owners to restore their shop 
fronts and bring unused spaces back into use. More details can be 
found on our website at www.iwhaz.uk

Designing for the future and conserving our past

We’ve recently published a new commercial frontage design guide, 
helping building owners and designers understand how they can 

Newport HAZ
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ensure the design of their shopfront or other commercial frontage 
can maximise its positive impact on the town centre conservation 
area. The aim is to improve the standards of shopfronts, restoring 
important historic frontages and ensuring more modern additions 
complement the look and feel of the town and are of a high quality.

Engaging people with heritage

We’ve worked with local partners to deliver a range of activities 
and publications to help people connect with the rich heritage 
of their town centre, including this publication! You can find 
out about other ways to engage with the town’s history on our 
website and via our social media – just visit www.iwhaz.uk

Just the start

This project is just the start, and just a part, of the reinvigoration 
of our town centre. The partners are all committed to a long-
term approach to making the town centre a great place to be 
and ensuring its heritage is preserved for generations to come. 
We’re really grateful to the many businesses and organisations 
supporting this work and making their own positive contribution 
to the town. Our hope is that the HAZ work will help support the 
many great things that people are already doing, and also lead 
on to further investment in Newport in coming years.

In addition to the HAZ funding, there has been investment by Historic 
England in a cultural consortium to deliver a mix of activities to 
help local people feel more connected to the history and culture 
on their doorsteps. The Renew Newport project aims to bring 
history to life, do something creative, highlight some hidden 
spaces, make beautiful music, tell you interesting stories about 
old places and find out some of the hidden histories of your home 
town. Renew Newport is managed by Independent Arts at 48/49 
High Street. The cultural consortium partners include Market 
Days, Newport Minster, Platform One, Ventnor Exchange (who are 
organising a Children’s Festival this summer), Quay Arts and the 
Isle of Wight Heritage service.

N
e

w
p

o
rt H

a
z

7



On Saturday 4th June, Newport & Carisbrooke Community Council 
will be working alongside Isle of Wight Council, Newport Business 
Association and Market Days to transport Newport back to 1952! 
There will be bunting, vintage cars, buses and even post-boxes 
from the fifties.  

Come along in your fifties fancy dress and help us go back in time 
to the Queen’s Coronation! We are hoping to have red, white and 
blue planting throughout town with a touch of royal purple thrown 
in for the occasion. Seven trees and wild flowers will be planted at 
Vectis Field, Wellington Road, to recognise the seven decades of the 
Queen’s reign.  

At 3pm, a parade will work its way through the town featuring 
marching bands, Chitty Chitty Bang Bang, army cadets and dancers.  
If you would like to be involved in the parade, then please contact 
us at info@newportwight.org.uk or telephone 01983 559119.

Recently NCCC have installed festoons in Watchbell Lane, Cockram’s 
Yard and Scarrotts Lane in order to make the lanes brighter. New 
play equipment will soon be installed in Downside and new benches 
installed at Church Litten. We are also working towards the repainting 
of the underpass at St Marys. 

We hope to see you then for what promises to be a happy, fun-
filled day full of celebration of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee and the 
history of Newport.

NCCC
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Market 
Days

Market Days is back for 2022 with more Saturday markets in Newport 
including street entertainment, music and more. As well as the 
regular Saturday events in St Thomas Square there will be a two-
day market over the June bank holiday weekend for the Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee. This will showcase the Island’s best artisans and 
makers and give people the chance to relax with some outdoor 
shopping in St Thomas Square. Newport has a long history of being 
the Island’s market town and by bringing back markets to Newport, 
Market Days CIC hopes to inject some much-needed vibrancy and 
regeneration into the town. The markets in 2021 proved to be a 
place where the community could come together and alongside 
the stalls there was lots of things to see and do including activities 
for shoppers, passers-by and families. 

The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee is set to be a huge weekend for 
Newport with lots of fun things to see and do and Market Days CIC 
is working with the Newport and Carisbrooke Community Council 
and other partners in Newport pulling out all the stops to put on 
music, acts and performances over the weekend.

https://www.facebook.com/MarketdaysIOW 

https://twitter.com/MarketDays_IOW

https://www.instagram.com/market_days_iow/
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Local charity Independent Arts have been working with the Isle of 
Wight community since 1987, using the arts to improve health and 
wellbeing and reduce loneliness. Since December 2020 we have 
joined Newport High Street with the creation of our Creative Hub. 
The Creative Hub enables us to have workshop space to run our 
community sessions, a gallery space to exhibit the work that our 
participants create and office space for our team. Our Hub Co-
Ordinator team are here to welcome you to the Creative Hub and 
help signpost you to try something creative. We offer programmes 
to suit all ages from four to 104.

Local heritage can be a valuable tool to help reach communities 
and foster creativity as Independent Arts learned through a project 
called Time & Tide, funded by the Arts Council in 2019. So we were 
delighted to be given the chance to be involved in the Renew Newport 
project. Independent Arts will be delivering four mini projects. The 
first was the Goose Fayre, which took place before Christmas 2021. 

Independent 
Arts
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This was a chance to bring people of all ages together to learn 
about the history of Newport as a market town and create their 
own origami paper goose to be ‘auctioned at the fayre’. We brought 
everyone together to produce some festive street theatre and carol 
singing at the Goose Fayre. 

Our second project is an exhibition on Newport’s mills. Alongside 
some lovely images and historical information are art works created 
by St Helen’s primary school, 1st Newport Scouts (Old Guard) and 
the Young Carers group. We also ran a number of public engagement 
sessions in the Creative Hub and local libraries. Pop into the Creative 
Hub during April and May to see the Mills exhibition.

We have another interactive project coming in the autumn of 2022 
and the Goose Fayre will be back in December 2022 with a new 
exciting beast at the centre of the auction! Watch our windows.

We look forward to being at the centre of the Jubilee celebrations 
in our High Street location. Look out for our homemade bunting!

To find out about these and other projects from Independent Arts 
please call into our Creative Hub at 48 High Street, Newport, PO30 
1SE, visit independentarts.org.uk or ring 01983 822437.
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Newport Minster looks to the future needs of the whole Island

Thanks to National Lottery players and supporters of the National 
Churches Trust, Newport can conserve its past and create a new 
community space fit for the future.

As the scaffolding went up around our civic church at the centre of 
St Thomas Square, we reached another milestone. More importantly 
for those who use the Minster regularly, it signalled work to mend 
the leaky roof, conserve the crumbling stonework and clean up our 
royal monuments. 

Work shown in these photos are specialist conservation of the 
memorial to Princess Elizabeth Stuart, daughter of Charles I and Sir 
Edward Horsey, a great supporter of Queen Elizabeth I, to ensure 
his once colourful tomb is sparkling again in time for the Jubilee 
celebrations. To add to the festivities, we are offering a series of 
free events and exhibitions for all ages to enjoy and to learn from 
the work taking place. To find out more, why not join our mailing 
list:

campaign@newportminster.org 

This work is only possible thanks to a grant from the Heritage Lottery 
Fund, supported by Historic England and the National Churches 
Trust. 

Newport Minster is also on Facebook and Instagram and we’d be 
delighted if you would like and follow our posts there.

Newport Minster is the civic church of the Isle of Wight and a 
Grade I listed building. It is a venue for major church festivals and 
recognises the distinctive nature of the Island community and has 
long been a focus for both church and civic worship for the whole 
Island. Consequently, we will hold the service of thanksgiving for 

Newport 
Minster
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Her Majesty the Queen on Sunday 5th June at 6pm, to which all are 
welcome. 

As a place of worship, it hosts Island civic and major services with 
around 700 people at our Remembrance Day Service. As a place 
of historic interest, we welcome around 30,000 visitors each year, 
many of whom come seeking prayer, help or simply a place of quiet 
and reflection. 

The grants will transform the interior of the church too and present 
an opportunity for Islanders to own a piece of Island history as our 
pews and pew doors will be sold to help raise additional money for 
the project. To find out more, please look at our website: 

https://newportminster.org/support/donate/ 

The project will continue into next year as we refurbish and repair 
the stained glass, modernise our café and build in underfloor heating 
and accessible washroom facilities. It will support an exhibition and 
events space for artists, musicians and anyone interested in holding 
exhibitions and events in a large central space.
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Meanwhile, why not come and add a picture of your favourite animal 
to the spectacular Noah’s Ark line up created by graffiti artist Not 
Dead Yet. His special Island inspired creatures are queuing up to 
enter the Minster this summer and we hope you will join them inside 
the church to try the free family trail too.

By the end of 2023 Newport will have a church and civic building 
bursting with potential and ready for 21st Century community 
activities and events.

If you would like to support this project by volunteering time the 
Minster would love to hear from you too. See our website for more 
information.

Indeed, why not visit our church and enjoy one of the services, 
we would love to welcome you. As it says on Princess Elizabeth’s 
monument.

“Come unto me all of you who are heavy laden, and I will refresh you”
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For the past twenty-two years Platform One has taken a significant 
lead on creative education on the Isle of Wight. Platform One are the 
only education provider to run a full-time undergraduate and post 
graduate degree programme on the Isle of Wight – ever. This strategic 
development of higher education on the Island, in partnership with 
University of Chichester, offers the local community opportunities 
to access higher education without leaving the Island, as well as 
attracting new students to the Isle of Wight from the UK mainland. 

Platform One is committed to securing lasting improvements 
to historic high streets and the communities who use them. The 
move into Strings Music Venue has allowed for a Newport base 
for the Level 7 Masters programme. This also includes hosting 
various events, masterclasses, workshops, and a ‘Platform One 
Presents’ night every Wednesday highlighting young and emerging 
artists and bands. In April, Platform One will stage a Music Industry 
Conference titled ‘Inside the Industry’. The conference will focus 
on how to sustain careers in the music industry. Another element 
of the project, titled ‘County Sounds’, is about working alongside 
professional songwriters to write songs based around Newport, as 
an historic town. The outcome will include a series of recordings and 
performances. The project will culminate in a Jubilee celebration 
in Newport Square which will highlight a range of young musicians 
and performers. 

For further information about Platform One please contact:

hello@platformone.org

Platform One
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The Isle of Wight Heritage Service will be hosting a new exhibition 
exploring the rich history of the Island’s county town of Newport at 
the Museum of Island History throughout 2022.

The Heritage Service comprises of the Council’s Museums, County 
Record Office and Archaeology Service. Together we have been 
supporting partners with research and source materials for the 
Renew Newport project.

The Newport exhibition is located at the historic Guildhall in Newport 
High Street. The display will showcase the archaeology and social 
history of the town with photographs, paintings, and artefacts. 

The exhibition will develop throughout 2022 and be accompanied 
by further free entry days, family workshops and history talks.

IW Heritage 
Service
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We hope to develop the exhibition alongside the people of the 
Island and would like people’s memories and stories of the town to 
add to the display. 

The funding will also assist the compilation of a Newport resource 
pack which will be available online and we hope to welcome schools 
to try out a Newport-themed workshop.

The exhibition has been supported by a grant from Historic England 
as part of the Heritage High Street Action Zone Cultural Programme.

Whilst in Newport – why not visit Newport Roman Villa? Open in the 
summer season or in the winter by appointment, these incredible 
well-preserved remains illustrate life in third century Britain, with a 
well-preserved bath suite, Roman garden and museum display.

If you want to research the town’s archives and past inhabitants, 
then book an appointment at the County Record Office. It holds 
photographs, historic maps, and other documents relating to the 
town, and the rest of the Island. It is open four days a week (not 
Tuesdays). 

Simply telephone 01983 823820 or email record.office@iow.gov.uk

To find out more about the Isle of Wight Heritage Service. 

www.iwight.com/museums  museums@iow.gov.uk 
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Quay Arts is the Island’s leading art gallery and venue for live events. 
It houses 3 Exhibition spaces, a 134 seat Theatre, craft shop, café 
bar and is situated in a converted 19th-Century brewery warehouse 
complex at the head of the River Medina, Newport. A short way 
down the river is Quay Arts’ studio complex, Jubilee Stores which 
houses artists’ studios and hosts many of the Quay’s workshops.

Spring in the Minghella Theatre at Quay Arts brings a new adaptation 
of Grimm’s most magical tales, ‘Little Grimm Tales’, and for little ones, a 
squishy squelchy show called ‘SLIME!’. To mark Queen Elizabeth II’s 
Platinum Jubilee, Quay Arts have developed an exhibition of objects 
and memorabilia, an interactive artwork and a special musical 
response by young people. The exhibition ‘QUEEN’ will be on show 
in the Clayden gallery and café and runs 7 May – 12 June 2022. 

Alongside dedicated exhibition and display spaces the Arts centre 
offers a wide range of regular and special music and live performance 
events and a programme of regular and one-off specialist arts and 
crafts workshops including Pottery, life drawing and Kids Art.

Quay Arts is a registered charity : 1274280. For our full programme 
visit www.quayarts.org and follow us on Facebook, Twitter and 
Instagram.

Quay Arts
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Introducing Anna Keen

We look forward to welcoming Island-born Anna Keen as the Quay 
Arts project artist for Renew Newport.

Anna was born on the Isle of Wight but spent much of her childhood 
on the remote Isle of Arran off the west coast of Scotland. She 
studied for six years in Paris at École Nationale Supérieure des 
Beaux-Arts. Living and painting for a large part of her life in Paris, 
Rome, Venice, Amsterdam and London, Anna has returned to live 
on the Isle of Wight in Freshwater, where she has been artist in 
residence at Dimbola Museum and Galleries.

Anna’s works intersecting the natural and built environments were 
featured at OXO Gallery in London as part of the 2020 Totally 
Thames Festival, showcasing work from her book of visions, “London 
the Metamorphosis”. She was featured in the February 2022 issue 
of Vogue magazine. Her new solo show “Mighty Thames of Oil and 
Ink” will run in London at Bermondsey Project Space, from 22nd 
March to 2nd April.

“Anna’s enthusiasm for capturing the essence of place, and 
her critical eye which translates on the easel to a vibrant sense 
of movement and time, makes her an ideal choice for the project 
artist,” says Eugene Dugan-Brause, Arts and Strategy Manager for 
Quay Arts. “And we are fortunate that Anna’s personal recollections 
of Newport over several decades will help inform her choices for 
subjects for the public artsworks.”

Anna Keen
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Anna’s work for this project will feature familiar Newport landmarks 
and perhaps some lesser observed locations. The project’s public 
art will take the shape of a series of portable weatherproof 
reproductions of Anna’s work on metal sign boards, similar to the 
signs Island Roads peppers around our streets to inform the public 
about changes and hazards. Anna’s signs will use images rather 
than words to offer interpretations of Newport’s built environment, 
with the intention of engaging local people and visitors alike to 
contemplate the past, examine the present and envision the future 
of central Newport. These signs will appear around Newport in 
public locations, indoors and out, in various locations over several 
months.

A key component of this project will be an opportunity for community 
members, under the guidance of Anna, to create their own works, 
some of which will be incorporated into one of the sign boards. 

The finished project, along with other works by Anna Keen, will 
go on display at Quay Arts later this year. For more information 
contact eugene@quayarts.org

©Anna Keen
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Put your best foot forward for Independent Arts this May Join our 
70 Mile May fundraising challenge May 2022 is national walking 
month, so please join us for our 70 Mile May fundraising challenge, 
the equivalent of walking the Isle of Wight’s costal paths over the 
month, around 2.25 miles per day! 

You can take part anywhere, tracking your miles online, raising 
money as you go! Independent Arts supports 1,700 islanders 
each month in care homes, in the community and now in our own 
Creative Hub in Newport. By joining 70 Mile May you can also will 
raise awareness of the way our charity changes lives through arts 
as well as funds! 

As well as being able to clock miles up as and when you like, there 
will also be opportunities to join led and themed walks for free, 
organised by Independent Arts, including a nature walk by Nature 
Links and a cultural hidden histories walk through Cowes, amongst 
others! 

Taking part will also help you to improve your health, 
enjoy and reflect on the natural beauty of our island 
and to join a community of friends. There is no fee 
to take part, to sign up simply scan the QR code and 
click ‘Start Fundraising’ to set up your fundraising page 
on Just Giving and set your fundraising target!
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THE BIG JUBILEE QUIZ!

3. Which country was the Queen
in when she was informed of her
accession to the throne?

A. Kenya

B. Scotland

C. Greece

4. All the menus for banquets
held by the Queen are written in
which language?

A. French

B. English

C. They don’t use menus

1. How did the Queen pay for
her wedding dress?

A. She got it for free

B. She used her ration book
clothing coupons

C. Her mother paid for it.

2. What did the Queen do for
the first time on 7th March 2019?

A. Posted on twitter

B. Posted on TikTok

C. Posted on Instagram

22
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5. When the Queen travels, she
travels with her own supplies
of transfusable blood, bottled
water and

A. Leaf tea

B. Toilet paper

C. Dog biscuits

6. The Queen has had corgis by
her side since she received her
first corgi as an 18th birthday
gift. What was the dog’s name?

A. Susan

B. Sarah

C. Dash

7. Which designer was given
the Royal Warrant as Dressmaker
to Queen Elizabeth II in 1957?
They also made the Queen’s
coronation gown.

A. Christian Dior

B. Coco Chanel

C. Norman Hartnell

8. The Coronation ceremony
was the first time this kind of
Royal spectacle was televised.
Lots of households got TVs
just to watch it, but how
many viewers are estimated
to have watched the Queen’s
coronation on 2nd June 1953?

A. 2 million

B. 27 million

C. 207 million

9. How many British Prime
Ministers have served the
Queen during her reign? (bonus
if you can name them all!) –
fact correct as of 15th February
2022!

A. 15

B. 22

C. 25

10. The Queen does not require

A. A passport

B. A driving licence

C. A passport or driving licence

Answers on page 32 23



We hope you enjoy exploring the heritage of Newport while 
walking through the familiar streets of our town. Take our 
self guided walk starting at the bottom of Pyle Street at the 

junction with East Street and Coppins Bridge. 

Newport was a planted town (an urban settlement that was deliberately 
constructed to a preconceived plan), founded by Richard de Redvers, 
Earl of Devon and Lord of the IOW. The town charter was granted in 
1180. However, it seems likely that the area which Newport came to 
occupy was in use long before this charter came into being, as a landing 
stage for goods and passengers travelling to Carisbrooke Castle. The 
Domesday Book (1086) mentions a number of watermills in the area and 
evidence suggests that Newport was a site used for fording the river 

Newport Heritage 
Walk 
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since the times of the earliest 
prehistoric settlers on the Island.

When Richard de Redvers chose 
the site for Newport, the basic 
street system, we use today – High 
Street leading to Carisbrooke; 
Quay Street leading to the 
Quay; and Pyle Street leading 
to the ford (or pyle) in the river 
– were already in use in a basic
form. As the town developed it
expanded around these streets
in a grid system and included
three squares which were used
for markets and trade.

Newport was on the front line 
of the Hundred Years War and 
regularly suffered raids by 
French marauders. The 1377 
raid on Newport caused almost 
complete destruction of the 
town, the townsfolk evacuated to 
Carisbrooke Castle for shelter as 
their town burned to the ground. 
After this raid the whole Island 

was in a period of decline and 
suffered numerous outbreaks of 
the plague. During the 16th and 
17th century fortunes improved 
as industry on the Island grew 
answering the call of the Navy.

As well as shipbuilding the Island 
also provided raw materials 
including timber from its great 
forests. The Island farmers 
provided food for the Navy 
including grain which helped 
supply the Navy throughout the 
Napoleonic wars. The money this 
enterprise brought into Newport 
helped the town rebuild on a 
grand scale.

Proceed slowly up Pyle street and 
look out for the various buildings 
of note as you walk uphill towards 
St Thomas square.

Pyle street was once the route 
from the ford across the Medina 
towards the Castle at Carisbrooke. 
It now contains some of the 
oldest buildings in the town. 
Chantry House built c.1724 now 
houses offices for the NHS. The 
land for the building was given 
to endow a chantry, to serve 
the spiritual needs of mariners 
and fishermen coming to port 
in 1449. The chantry in Newport 
was dissolved in 1617.
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The Apollo Theatre, once a 
Methodist church, was bought 
and turned into a theatre by a 
dedicated group of volunteers 
in 1970. The theatre is part of 
the Guild of Little Theatres of 
Great Britain and has a vibrant 
community putting on a season of 
seven shows per year, alongside 
other events and film screenings. 
On the corner of St Thomas’ 
Square is God’s Providence House 
- built in 1701 on the site of an
much older house. The notes
in the porch refer to the original
house where the plague ceased
after an outbreak in 1584 by God’s
Providence. The building now
houses a traditional tea rooms.

Turn right into the square.

St Thomas’ Church stands in the 
middle of the square. This Victorian 
building replaced another church 
in 1854. The church contains a 
monument to Princess Elizabeth 
(Elizabeth Stuart - King Charles I 
daughter) who was buried in the 
original church. The monument 
was created on the instruction of 
Queen Victoria to honour the life 
of Princess Elizabeth who was kept 
hostage by the Parliamentarians 
for her almost her entire life 
which ended at the age of 14 at 
Carisbrooke Castle.

Walk around the church in an anti-
clockwise direction. 

At the North side of the Church 
was the ‘shambles’, where butchers 
shops were located. In the centre 
of the square was the general 
market and the Corn Exchange. 
The Corn Exchange was held in 
what is now the Unity Hall. The 
Unity Hall was also the original 
home to the Unity Stompers local 
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jazz band, founded in the lunch 
queue at the Highdown rocket 
test site, which continues albeit 
with a different line up today. 

The Charterhouse, the large brick 
building that sits opposite the 
Wheatsheaf pub, was once home 
to John Gould and Co mineral 
waters. Cross the road and head 
through Cockram’s Yard (passage 
between the multistorey carpark 
and Lloyds Pharmacy). Take a 
look at the Notable Newport 
exhibition and see a depiction of 
some of the people mentioned 
in the walk today. 

Cross the road and walk towards 
Church Litten.

Church Litten was once just a 
field outside the town centre, 
used for archery practice in the 
middle ages. The site was later 
used as a cemetery to bury 
victims of the plague in 1583/4 
as there is no burial site in the 
town centre. The Tudor entrance 
gates to the cemetery still stand 
but that is all that is left. The site 
was used as a cemetery until the 
19th century.
The memorial to Valentine Gray 
is another feature of this area. 
Valentine had been obtained by 
local chimney sweep Benjamin 
Davies from the workhouse at 
Alverstoke to be his assistant. In 
1822 the boy was found dead in 
an outhouse, described as bruised 
and battered and showing signs 
of obvious neglect. The sweep 
and his wife were fined for 
their misdemeanors. The death 
of young Valentine Gray was a 
cog in the wheel of setting up 
the ‘Young Sweeps Charter’ 
to protect the welfare of child 
sweeps.

Walk across the park passing 
M&S on your left, turn right at the 
road and walk towards Nodehill, 
with the school on your right. 

Nodehill was named so during a 
skirmish with the French in 1377. 
Several French invaders were 
killed and buried in this area. The 
place became known as ‘Noddy’s 
Hill’, Noddy being a term for a 
dead body. Over time the word 
has evolved to Nodehill.
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Turn right and walk back towards 
the town centre past Nodehill 
campus.

The site has used for education 
buildings for the last few centuries. 
Currently a sixth form college, it 
was previously a middle school, a 
grammar school and before that 
home to the Seely Library and 
technical institute.

Continue to walk back to the town 
centre and into St James Square, 
pause on the corner of Pyle Street 
(by HSBC)

St James Square served as a 
cattle market from 1532 to 1927 
when the cattle market moved to 
South Street – on the site of the 

current Morrisons Supermarket. 
The square then became a bus 
station until the site near Church 
Litten was acquired.

Walk down Pyle Street heading 
out of the town centre. 

St Thomas’ RC Church is one of 
the oldest churches in Newport, 

dating from 1791. The adjoining 
presbytery and cottage are also 
of note as fine examples of 17th 
and 18th Century architecture.

Stop at the end of Pyle Street, 
you are now in Castlehold.  

The Castlehold area of Newport 
was once held by the Redvers 
family for their own building 
plots, hence Castlehold – being 
held by the Castle. Castlehold 
was technically outside the town 
of Newport. It therefore became 
a haven for lawbreakers as it 
was outside the bailiffs’ areas of 
operation! You can clearly see the 
trade routes mentioned earlier, 
meeting together here to merge 
to one road to the castle. 

Turn right to head back down the 
High Street. Pause on the corner 
of Mill Street by The Castle Inn. 

Across the road are the Worsley 
Alms-houses, funded by the 
Worsley family, once owners of 
the Appuldurcombe estate at 
Wroxall. The Castle Inn was built in 
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1684 and the second of two of 
the oldest hostelries on this short 
stretch, the other being The Cask 
and Crispin just up the road.
Mill Street leads to the once 
industrial centre of Newport. 
Lukely Brook runs parallel with 
the High Street and once seven 
watermills stood on a stretch of 
the steam between the River 
Medina and Carisbrooke. At the 
end of Mill Street was Home Mill, 
Westminster Mill was slightly 
upstream and Towngate Mill 
downstream. At the bottom of 
Mill Street once stood the site 
of Island Dairies, where milk 
produced from Island cows was 
processed and distributed to the 
doorsteps of Islanders. 

Walk down Mill Street and turn 
right on to Crocker Street.

Crocker Street is home to some 
of the oldest buildings in the 
town. On the right-hand side 
of the road are houses built in 
approximately 1580. 

Pause at the road junction 
and look left to the bottom of 
Hunnyhill. 

At the bottom of HunnyHill once 
stood St Cross Priory, home of 
Benedictine monks and built in 
1120 before the town of Newport 
was founded. Later this area 
formed part of the Newport 
Railway station.
It was also the site of St Cross 
corn mill where a sluice gate 
would operate to push additional 
water towards the mill when 
required.

Cross the road and continue 
along Crocker Street.

On the left side of the street 
was the Mew Langton Royal 
brewery buildings. Mew Langton 
had a contract with the British 
Army, which meant it supplied 
its beer to soldiers stationed 
across the empire. The brewery 
was also granted a warrant to 
supply Queen Victoria with beer 
when in residence at Osborne 
House. Mews was bought out 
and brewing and bottling ceased 
on the site in 1969. In 1979 a 
devastating fire broke out in the 
warehouse, and soon after the 
building was demolished. The site 
was developed as social housing.
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Cross the road and turn left and 
then right into Sea Street with 
the Medina Railway Tavern on 
the corner.

Sea Street gives us glimpses of 
industrial Newport of the past. It 
was once home to goods yards 
for the railway and the warehouses 
storing goods delivered to the 
quay by boat. Warehouses stood 
on the left of the street and 
the grander merchants houses 
in buildings on the right. Quay 
Arts makes use of a converted 
warehouse. Seal House still stands 
on Sea Street, this is where all the 
goods bills would be stamped with 
the official seal for verification. 

Pause on the corner of Sea Street 
and Quay street. 

A swing bridge stood on the 
quay to allow barges access to 
the warehouses.
The viaduct, where the railway 
once crossed the river, stood 
where the flyover is today. 
Unlike its more modern cousin, 
the viaduct could be opened to 
allow access to the quay for tall 

ships. The old railway bridge was 
dismantled and removed in May 
1970, four years after the line was 
closed (in February 1966) as part 
of Dr Beeching’s restructuring of 
the railways. 
You may also just be able to 
glimpse the sad looking Newport 
Electric Lightworks at Little 
London which provided power 
for the town at the turn of the 
century.
Although trade no longer passes 
through Newport Quay, it retains 
it’s harbourmaster and has regular 
tourist visitors to the Island who 
arrive in their boats.
Quay Street, the third original 
street in Newport, was once home 
to merchants and traders at the 
Port. It is now a mixture of offices 
and residences and the new law 
courts.

Walk up Quay Street towards the 
Guildhall at the top of the street. 

The wide street narrows as it 
reaches the High Street, passing 
the Methodist Church built 
in 1879. As you pass 30 Quay 
street look up to see the Minton 
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tile decoration on the building 
frontage. The site was home to 
the Newport Literary Society. The 
society was formed in 1876 to 
provide ‘recreation for the men of 
Newport’. Offering reading rooms 
and recreational space in brand 
new premises at 30 Quay Street 
from 1880 until the society closed 
in 1955. Look up to see the Royal 
crest above the door of Calverts 
Hotel. The crest relates to Calverts 
predecessor The Warburton Hotel. 

The Guildhall stands imposingly 
at the junction of Quay Street and 
High Street. Built from a John Nash 
design, it was once the hub of the 
County Town. The clock tower was 
erected for the Diamond Jubilee of 
Queen Victoria. It’s administrative 
function was replaced by the new 
County Hall in the 1960s and since 
then it has been home to the 
Tourist Information Centre and 
the Museum of Island History.

All colour photos Amy Normanton. 
All black and white images 
reproduced by permission of the 
Isle of Wight Heritage Service.
Illustration Trudie Wilson  
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THE BIG JUBILEE QUIZ ANSWERS !

1. How did the Queen pay for her
wedding dress?

B. She used her ration book clothing
coupons

2. What did the Queen do for the
first time on 7th March 2019?

C. Posted on Instagram

3. Which country was the Queen
in when she was informed of her
accession to the throne?

A. Kenya

4. All the menus for banquets held
by the Queen are written in which
language?

A. French

5. When the Queen travels, she
travels with her own supplies of
transfusable blood, bottled water and

B. Toilet paper

6. The Queen has had corgis by her
side since she received her first corgi
as an 18th birthday gift. What was the
dog’s name?

A. Susan

7. Which designer was given the 
Royal Warrant as Dressmaker to 
Queen Elizabeth II in 1957? They also 
made the Queen’s coronation gown.

C. Norman Hartnell

8. The Coronation ceremony was the 
first time this kind of Royal spectacle 
was televised. Lots of households
got TVs just to watch it, but how 
many viewers are estimated to have 
watched the Queen’s coronation on 
2nd June 1953?

B. 27 million

9. How many British Prime Ministers 
have served the Queen during her 
reign? (bonus if you can name them 
all!) – fact correct as of 15th February 
2022!

A. 15

Churchill, Eden, MacMillan, Douglas 
Home, Wilson, Heath, Wilson, Callaghan, 
Thatcher, Major, Blair, Brown, Cameron, 
May, Johnson

10. The Queen does not require

C. A passport or driving licence
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Congratulations to Her Majesty The Queen on her 
Platinum Jubilee from Newport and Carisbrooke

©Jacob King/PA Wire/PA Images




