
1st May 2013 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
As you will be aware, Hamilton was inspected by Ofsted on the 18th and 19th April. We are delighted to report that they 
have graded the college as Good in all areas including Students’ Achievement; Teaching; Behaviour & Safety; Leadership 
and Management. I would like to offer my congratulations to students and staff on this fantastic outcome and thank you for 
your continued support of the college. Ofsted made mention of our parents who are “overwhelmingly supportive…and full 
of praise for the efforts the college makes to educate and care for their children”. Your comments, and the letters that we 
received during the inspection, really do mean a lot to the college. 
 
The full Inspection Report will be available on Ofsted’s Website from Tuesday 7th May and I have attached Ofsted’s 
Summary to this letter, but I would like to share some of their key findings with you if I may. 
 
The report highlights the “exceptionally caring, supportive and challenging education” that we provide for our students. It 
confirms that “students make good progress and that the college has “effective strategies for raising aspirations” which is 
fantastic. 
 
I am exceptionally proud of the behaviour shown by our students during the inspection and this is recognised within the 
report where Ofsted highlights that Hamilton is a “harmonious and happy place”. They acknowledge that students’ attitudes 
to learning are “very good and they have positive relationships with staff”. They also confirm that students “feel safe in 
college” and that they “feel free to express their views…and believe these are listened to and acted on”. 
 
Ofsted judged the Quality of Teaching at Hamilton as Good, with a number of Outstanding lessons seen over the two days, 
which is a fantastic testimony to the hard work and dedication of our staff. I was delighted that this section of the report 
acknowledged that our students show “a willingness to learn and a determination to do well”. The report confirmed that 
all pupils are “valued and challenged as learners” and also pointed out that the “overall system for managing the 
performance of teachers is outstanding”. 
 
As you know, at Hamilton we care about all of our students and I was therefore very pleased to have this acknowledged by 
inspectors who confirm that there is “a strong commitment to inclusion across the college, with a focus on meeting 
individual needs”. Inspectors also recognised the efforts that the college goes to to ensure that “students’ experience of 
school is more memorable”, listing the vast variety of enrichment offered by the college for your child. 
 
As in all inspections, we have been given suggestions for further areas for development which we will take on board. These 
are contained within the Summary document attached for you. 
 
May I once again take this opportunity to thank you for your continued support of the college. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
John Morris 
Principal 
 


