
Winter weather… in the workplace 

 
Whether you're self-employed, manage a small team or run a large business, checking now that you're ready 

for all kinds of severe weather can save a lot of trouble when it arrives. 

 

Severe weather affects us all in different ways - take time to think about how it might affect your business 

and get ready in ways that are cost effective and suit your circumstances. 

 

•Ensure you have appropriate insurance cover for all aspects of your business. 

 

•Encourage your staff to talk about how severe weather may affect your business and share ideas on how 

best to avoid disruption. 

 

•Some staff may be unable to get to work - make sure you know how you would operate in their absence and 

consider remote flexible working. 

 

•Plan ahead and talk to your staff about what 'essential travel' means for them and your business. 

 

•Being prepared for all kinds of severe weather; and looking after your staff and customers will help maintain 

cash-flow and help build a reputation for reliability. 

 

•Think ahead and plan how you would operate if you couldn't access or use part of your premises, or how 

you would evacuate staff or stock. 

 

•Put contingency plans in place for how you would manage if there was a power, phone or other utility 

failure. 

 

•Getting ready for severe weather is a good opportunity to check that you are not taking unnecessary risks 

elsewhere in your business, such as equipment failure or IT. 

 

•Put plans in place and make the most of  

social media and other communication  

channels during periods of severe  

weather to maintain regular contact with  

customers, suppliers and staff to help  

overcome problems. 

 

•Do you have alternative arrangements in  

case your suppliers suffer a disruption to  

their business? 

Visit www.impact-support.co.uk or call 0844 504 5155 today! 



Winter weather… in the home 

 

Getting ready for winter at home is easy. Here are some top tips: 

 

•Make a household plan and collect together the items that will be essential to you and your family in 

an emergency. 

 

 

•Make your home more energy efficient, keep dry ( protect pipes and know how to turn off the water 

supply if you need to) and stay connected (keep a battery operated radio and a list of emergency 

contact numbers to hand). 

 

•If you have medicines that you take on a regular basis make sure you have enough supply should 

you be unable to go to the pharmacist for a few days. Over the festive season it is also important to 

know when your GP will be open. 

 

•Ensure you have access to a shovel and salt or grit, for clearing snow and ice from paths and 

drives. 

 

•Create an emergency kit that contains what you need.  

 

•Think about what else is important for you and your family to get by during an emergency e.g. pet 

supplies, food supplies and formula/baby food. 

 

•LP gas users can get advice on stocking up this winter from the UKLPG website. 

Visit www.impact-support.co.uk or call 0844 504 5155 today! 

http://www.uklpg.org/advice-and-information/get-ready-for-winter/


Winter weather… on the move 

 
Before setting off on a journey, think about how severe weather could impact on you. It could mean your journey will 
take longer than expected. Being prepared only takes a few simple steps. 
 
Before travelling in bad weather, you should: 
•Consider whether you need to travel right now, or if you can wait until the weather improves. 
•Check the weather forecast and road conditions. 
•Think about alternative routes and modes of transport. 
•Allow extra time for your journey. 
•Tell someone your destination and when you expect to arrive. 
•Make sure your car is ready for a journey in poor weather. 
•Fully charge your mobile phone. 
•Tell someone your destination and when you expect to arrive. 
•Make sure you have appropriate clothing, equipment and food. 
•Pack an emergency travel kit (see below) if you are travelling by car - this will stand you in good stead. 
•Consider fitting winter tyres to your vehicle (see the Tyresafe website for more information). 
•Visit the AA website for advice on motorcycling in winter. 
 

Cycling and walking 
•If cycling, ensure you and your bike are visible to other road users. 
•Consider heavier duty tyres to cope with slippery surfaces and get a routine bike maintenance check. 
•Wear clothes that help you be seen on your bike such as bright and light reflective items. 
•Get a good set of mud guards. 
•British Cycling have produced a range of useful  'How to' guides - a number of which will help you prepare for cycling 
in winter weather.  
•If walking in bad conditions, take the usual sensible precautions - wear appropriate footwear and clothing. 
•Consider getting ice grips to wear over your shoes - this can give you an extra grip in icy conditions. 
 

Visit www.impact-support.co.uk or call 0844 504 5155 today! 

Emergency travel kit; 
•A first aid kit 
•Battery jump leads 
•A torch and spare batteries 
•A map for unplanned diversions 
•A blanket 
•A reflective warning sign 
•In winter you should also take: 
•An ice scraper and de-icer 
•A shovel for snow 
•Warm clothes, boots and a blanket 
•Some food and a warm drink in a flask 

http://www.tyresafe.org/
http://www.tyresafe.org/
http://www.tyresafe.org/
http://www.theaa.com/motoring_advice/seasonal/winter-motorcycling.html

