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Environmental Improvements at Rattlechain Lagoon 

Welcome to the first issue of Rattlechain Update, a newsletter 
to inform local residents and businesses of planned  
developments at the Rattlechain Lagoon.  

The Rattlechain Lagoon has been managed as a hazardous 
waste landfill site for the last 60 years, although it ceased to 
accept further new waste six years ago. The waste is stored  
beneath the water contained within the lagoon.  However, the 
lagoon attracts feeding birds, as do other water features in the 
area. We have been aware that some birds have been able to 
ingest some of the waste stored in the lagoon and have  
therefore considered a number of options to help prevent this. 
We have selected a method which involves isolating the 
waste from feeding birds and wildlife; a geotextile sheet will 
be installed beneath the water and a layer of sand applied on 
top of it to form a barrier between the waste and feeding 
birds.  

The end result will still retain the lagoon as a water feature 
and will still no doubt attract feeding birds. It will still be a  
hazardous waste site, it will still continue to be closed to any 
further waste and it will still be regulated under a Waste  
Management Licence.  

What will happen on site? 
The project is scheduled to start at the end of January 2013 and last 
for approximately nine months.  We have employed a specialist contractor 
who will use machinery such as dredgers, diggers and trucks to implement the 
works. The scheduled working hours will be from 7am to 8pm although work will  
be restricted to the northern part of the lagoon, furthest away from the housing estate, after 6pm.  
The main phases of the work will be : 

 Mobilisation to site which is currently planned for Monday 28th January 2013 

 Development of perimeter track to provide access all the way around the lagoon 

 Dredge any sediments from the small lagoon into the large lagoon 

 Dredge the sediments in the large lagoon to provide a level surface 

 Install geotextile sheet 

 Build up 400mm of an imported sand cover 

 Anchor geotextile sheet around the perimeter of the lagoon 

 Demobilise from site, which is currently planned for early November 2013 



Come and see for yourself 

What could the impact 
be? 
It is inevitable that a project of this size will be noticed by 
the local community but we are committed to minimising 
the impact of the installation works on our neighbours. 
Monitoring points will be installed around the site  
boundary in order to help us control noise, odour and 
emission levels at all times, complying with current  
guidance. Plans will also be put in place to manage the 
traffic on John’s Lane. 

Public drop in session 
There will be a public drop in session, scheduled for 
January 10th at Vaughan Industrial Estate, located off 
Tipton Road, in the Silver Room at Vision Point Meeting 
Centre. The session will be open from 1pm to 8pm.  
A map of the Centre’s location is attached.   
The aim of the drop in session is to  
provide more information on how  
the programme of works will be  
conducted. Please come and  
view in detail the proposed  
works for the site and ask  
any questions you may  
have at this time. 

Next steps ... 
As the project progresses, we 
will provide you with regular 
updates on what is happening 
and what stage the project has 
reached, by issuing further 
newsletters. 

Contact details 
If you have any questions or concerns, contact the 

team by phone (01246 471026), by post  
(see address below) or by email:  

rattlechain@eu.rhodia.com  
In an emergency please contact the emergency 

hotline 0121 541 3314  Helping to protect wildlife 
The installation of a geotextile sheet, which is then capped 
with sand, is considered the most appropriate method of  
isolating the waste to help protect visiting wildlife; it will  
provide a barrier between them and the waste on the  
bottom of the lagoon. Rhodia plans to retain the site  
as a water body. During and after these improvement  
works, on-going management and monitoring of the  
lagoon will continue under Waste Management Licence  
regulations. 
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