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Environmental Improvements at Rattlechain Lagoon 

Welcome to the second issue of Rattlechain Update, a newsletter to inform neighbours of current developments at the 
Rattlechain Lagoon waste landfill site, off John’s Lane, Tividale. The Rattlechain Lagoon has been managed as a  
hazardous waste landfill site for the last 60 years, although it ceased to accept new waste in 2006. The site attracts 
wildfowl and we are trying to prevent them from ingesting the waste stored in the lagoon as they feed, by installing a  
geotextile sheet beneath the water and topping it with a layer of sand. This update is designed to provide more  
information about how we are doing that. 

We held a drop-in session on January 10th to  
explain more about the works and give people the 
opportunity to ask questions - many thanks to  
those of you who attended and we hope you found 
it useful. For  those of you who were unable to  
attend, this newsletter  provides details of the  
proposed programme of works and associated timings for the next three months.   

As you may have seen, works on the lagoon have started. The first phase of works is now complete and the dredging 
of the smaller lagoon into the large lagoon is underway. We understand the works have generated more activity on 
site than you have been used to in recent times, but we have sought to minimise the hours within which the works will 
be conducted, particularly during the weekend. We are aiming to complete the works before the end of the year, which 
does mean an intensive period of activity during the summer when most dredging will take place. Work will be carried 
out between 7am and 8pm during that time, but activity after 6pm will be concentrated at the far end of the  
lagoon away from housing and a specific dredger has been selected with very low operational noise levels. We do 
apologise for any inconvenience the works may cause and will seek to minimise this wherever possible. 

Key activities and timings - the next 3 months 
 

Mobilisation and initial set-up, including installation of monitoring points  around the site 
boundary, decontamination and removal of discharge pipe from lagoon and vegetation 
clearance. John's Lane tidied and cleared for improved access. COMPLETED. 
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Dredging of the small lagoon to remove any sediments into the large lagoon ready to 
be covered by the geotextile sheet. Following this the dredger will be driven through a 
gap in  the causeway into the large lagoon and the causeway repaired. 
Beginning of April to mid April.  

Creation of a perimeter track for access including widening and reinforcement of the 
causeway between the two lagoons. Formation of a level area to the South to assist 
with the launching of the geotextile sheet. March to May. 

Dredging the sediments of the large lagoon to provide a level surface in preparation for 
the installation of the geotextile sheet. The sediment will be treated during the dredging 
process to encourage rapid resettling. End of April to end of June. 
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Protection of wildfowl during 
the works 
Wildfowl will continue to land on the lagoon during the works. The 
dredged sediment will be treated during the dredging process to  
encourage rapid resettling, which will help to reduce the risk of  
them ingesting sediment as they feed. In addition, we will  
continue to work with bodies such as the RSPCA to  
relocate birds where feasible. Towards the end of  
February the RSPCA helped us to relocate a pair of  
Mute Swans from the site.  The ultimate aim of these  
works is to help protect wildfowl, and we will continue to  
work with relevant responsible parties including the  
RSPCA if  needed. 

Neighbours who attended the drop-in session in January asked questions about our approach to the works and the impact it might 
have on the surrounding area. We wanted to relay to all neighbours the reassurance we provided to those who attended as  
detailed below. If you do have any further questions you would like answered please do not hesitate to contact the Rattlechain 
team (see contact details at the bottom of this page).   

The approach we have adopted for the site 

Rattlechain Lagoon is a hazardous waste landfill site and is secured accordingly. The waste material is safely contained within the 
site using the approved method of disposal, i.e. covered by water. Our aim is to help protect the wildfowl that visit the lagoon from 
the waste it contains. A number of options were considered in order to achieve this, and the installation of a barrier between the 
waste and feeding birds is our favoured technical solution. Options to remove the waste or fill in the lagoon have been considered 
in the past but found to be significantly more complex and hazardous, and potentially far more disruptive to neighbours compared 
to the chosen method. 

Your safety as a neighbour 

Work undertaken by the Health Protection Agency established that the site does not pose a health risk to people living in the  
vicinity of the site. We are required to ensure that any work we undertake does not change this. For the duration of the project, we 
will be monitoring for any potential emissions associated with the works, namely phosphine gas, volatile organics and dust, at the 
point of work and around the project boundary to ensure that the works do not present any health risks to neighbours. In  
addition, Environmental Resources Management (ERM), the specialist consultants overseeing the works, are conducting noise 
surveys to ensure that the noise exposure is within guidelines for construction activities. Our monitoring to date has not recorded 
any emissions of chemicals and noise levels have been measured as being within the guidelines for such activities. 

We see vehicle movements along John’s Lane as by far the biggest safety focus for the project. During times of intensive  
operation we will be taking steps to manage the number and movement of such vehicles, as far as practicably possible, to help 
ensure the safety of all in the neighbourhood and to minimise congestion at peak times on the nearby road network.  

What will happen to the site after the works are completed? 

Following the completion of the works the lagoon will remain as it is at present, 
as an historic hazardous waste landfill site. The site will remain secured with 
routine monitoring of the groundwater and surface water being undertaken.  
The Environment Agency will also continue to regulate the site, as it does for all 
permitted waste management sites.  

Contact details 
If you have any questions  

or concerns about the works, 
contact the team by phone  

(01246 471026) 
by post (see address below)  

or by email:  
rattlechain@eu.rhodia.com 

 
In an emergency please contact  

the emergency hotline  
0121 541 3314 


