
Rattlechain Update
Environmental Improvements at Rattlechain Lagoon

Welcome to the third issue of Rattlechain Update, a newsletter to inform neighbours of 
current developments at the Rattlechain Lagoon waste landfill site, off John’s Lane, Tividale. 
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The Rattlechain Lagoon has been managed as a hazardous waste landfill site for the last 60 years, although it ceased to accept 
new waste in 2006. The site attracts wildfowl and works have been designed to prevent them ingesting the waste stored in the 
lagoon as they feed, by installing a geotextile sheet beneath the water and topping it with a layer of sand.

This update is designed to provide more information about how the programme of works is progressing and what you will see in the 
upcoming months.

The programme of works for the 
lagoon is progressing well and 
is currently ahead of schedule. 
We initially forecasted that the 
project would be completed in 
November. We can now report 
that we anticipate finishing 
at least a month earlier than 
timetabled.

This is despite the need for 
additional works to the site, 
which included activity on the 
north bank to further strengthen 
and stabilise it. Options for 
restoration of the north bank are 
currently being considered and 
it is anticipated these slopes 
will be re-vegetated prior to 
completion of the works.

The next key stage in the works’ programme is the installation 
of the geotextile layer on top of the levelled sediments, at the 
base of the large lagoon. Work will begin on installing the layer 
shortly and is anticipated to last up to three months. The layer 
will be pulled out in sections onto the lagoon, and they will be 
sewn together once on the water. Once sewn together, rocks will 
be placed on the geotextile in order to sink it onto the sediment 
surface – this will then provide a supporting layer for the sand. 
Once the geotextile layer has been sunk, it will be anchored to 
the shoreline. Sand will then be imported and placed over the 
geotextile, forming a cap. During this time, the site will be very 
active, with up to 40 deliveries of sand a day.

Programme of works

The next three months: installing the geotextile layer

Completed

Creation of perimeter track for 
access including widening and 
reinforcement of the causeway

Decontamination 
and removal of 
discharge pipe

Dredging of small 
and large lagoon 

including levelling 
the large lagoon

Stabilisation and compaction of 
the north bank. A beach area has 
also been formed in the south to 

assist with the launching of the 
geotextile sheet



Health and safety is of the utmost importance to us. We have in place strong management 
systems to help safeguard your safety and that of our contractors working on site. We are 
also committed to minimising disruption as far as we reasonably can. Keeping you informed of 
progress and alerting you of forthcoming activity is a vital part of that, as are project team reviews 
of any issues that are raised.

Your safety and minimising disruption

Odours 
There have been occasional 
incidences of odour releases 
during the dredging period. We 
completely understand that 
this this may have resulted in 
some uncomfortable effects for 
neighbours and we are concerned 
about this. We would like to 
reassure you that the period of 
sediment disturbance is now over. This means the risk of any 
further unforeseen odour emissions has been dramatically 
reduced, but we urge you to contact us if you do have further 
concerns.

Noise and traffic
Over the summer months, the site will see approximately 40 
deliveries a day during working hours from Monday to Friday, 
and also on Saturday mornings, to bring sand for completion 
of the cap. We understand that this will be more activity than 
you have been used to in the area. There are strict protocols 
in place for management of these deliveries, but we also ask 
all neighbours to be mindful that there will be more traffic using 
John’s Lane, particularly with regard to children or vulnerable 
members of society.

During this time, noise on the site will continue to be monitored, 
so that the site maintains acceptable levels. We
would like to highlight, however, that work on site to place 
sand on the geotextile is scheduled to take place seven 
days a week during forthcoming months. We will continue to 
pro-actively minimise noise levels where possible, not just to 
remain within statutory levels, but because we want to cause 
as little disruption to our neighbours as we reasonably can. This 
includes ensuring that the long arm excavator and dumper
are parked further away from houses, to reduce noise at the 
start and end of each day, as well as reducing traffic along the 
southern boundary road where possible.

Dust
We recognise dust could be a problem, especially during 
the summer. We do aim to minimise dust generation and its 
impact on neighbours, and will be operating dust suppression 
measures. These will include water spraying on the site haulage 
road (i.e. the road between the lagoon and the boundary 
closest to the housing estate) and use of a road sweeper on 
John’s Lane. Wood chippings have also been spread around
the compound area to reduce dust that could be generated 
here. Do contact us if dust becomes an issue for you and we 
will do our best to address the problem.

The Rattlechain Lagoon project has a 
website (www.rattlechainlagoon.co.uk) 
where you can find the latest information 
on the project, and learn more about why 
these works are taking place. This will 
continue to be updated as the project 
progresses. 
Please do 
not hesitate 
to contact the 
project team if 
you have any 
questions or 
concerns.

Accessing further 
information

If you have any questions or concerns about the works 
contact the project team by phone (01246 471026), by post 
(see address right) or by email: 

contactus@rattlechainlagoon.co.uk or 
rattlechain@eu.rhodia.com . 

You can also find out more by visiting 
www.rattlechainlagoon.co.uk .

In an emergency please contact the emergency hotline 
0121 541 3314.
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