
 
 
 
 

Hamilton College Homework Policy 

 
Homework encompasses any learning tasks that are set which can be 
completed at home or on site in after school and lunchtime study clubs/ 
support sessions/booster classes/ catch-up sessions etc. ‘Home’ itself can 
obviously include other locations: a local library, a friend’s house etc. 
Homework will also occur in enrichment sessions/summer schools etc. 
 
 
Principles 
We believe that: 
 

1. We must act upon the findings of current research which suggests that 
the frequency of completion of additional learning is one of the most 
significant factors relating to educational progress, especially for 
students from low socio-economic classification homes and for those 
with low academic self-concept and low educational aspirations. 

 
2. One of our key duties is to use whatever strategies we can to reduce 

the attainment gap between the ‘advantaged and the less advantaged’; 
homework is one of those strategies. 

 
3. Effective homework can be a key part of our personalisation of 

provision and guidance for students. At KS4 the focus will be more on 
completing extended coursework assignments and independent exam 
skills practice.  

 
4. It’s our duty to provide enjoyable, creative, engaging, appropriate and 

challenging Homework opportunities. 
 

5. We must build on the very positive attitudes that many of our students 
develop in Year 6 while still working on changing the attitudes/habits of 
those who are more negative. 

 
6. Homework helps our students develop good habits in terms of 

independent learning and self-organisation which are crucial for their 
own attainment now and in the future. 

 
7. Homework should be planned into Schemes of Work. 

 



8. Teams and individual staff need to make the professional judgement as 
to whether homework tasks will feed into a lesson or stand alone from 
it. Whatever the decision, the tasks must complement and enhance the 
classroom learning. 

 
9. Homework production must be seen to be valued by staff in terms of 

rewards and spoken praise.  
 

10. Homework provision provides an important opportunity to make the 
staff/parent partnership real in terms of learning support for the 
students and curriculum information for the parent. 

 
11. All parents have the right to expect accurate tracking judgements about 

their child and homework. 
 

12. We will inform parents and students of the homework expectations and 
study support opportunities at the start of the academic year.  

 
 

 
How is homework set and accessed 
 
Homework is set across all year groups, using the ‘Show my Homework’ 
Software. Homework is accessible to parents and students via a link to ‘Show 
my Homework’ on the Hamilton College website. The use of ‘Show my 
Homework’ as an additional tool for promoting quality homework and 
developing independent learning will be monitored and evaluated regularly.  
 
How can homework be accessed? 
 
Homework can be accessed by teachers, students and parents in the 
following ways: 
Please go to http://www.hamilton-college.co.uk/  - there is no login 
required to see the school homework calendar. You can see homework 
that is set across the schools and then use the filters to find what you 
are looking for. 
A personalised homework calendar is available for all users including 
students and parents. Once you login, you can only see your own 
homework schedule. 
For login details please contact the school office or 
help@showmyhomework.co.uk 
Pupils will be provided with login details by their form tutors. 
There are iPhone and Android apps available for free for students and 
parents. 
The Show My Homework service is available and works on all devices 
using a modern browser such as IE 8+, Safari, Chrome and Firefox. 

 
 
 

 

http://www.hamilton-college.co.uk/
mailto:help@showmyhomework.co.uk


 
 
How much homework should be set? 
 
At Key Stage 3 students should be receiving meaningful homework from each 
subject lasting approximately 30 minutes each. 
 
At Key Stage 4 students should be receiving meaningful homework from each 
subject lasting approximately 60 minutes each. 
 
Visual Performing Arts and Physical Education will not necessarily set 
homework at Key Stage 3 

 
 
Our Responsibilities 
 
Subject Staff 

1. To promote a homework ethos with our groups. 
 

2. To talk with non-producers at an appropriate time without becoming 
confrontational to find out why and provide suggestions accordingly. 

 
3. To consult SL/ASL for support with persistent non-producers and be 

prepared to inform parents where this is agreed. This may be via the 
school text service, telephone, letters, etc. 

 
4. To plan to provide enough time within a lesson for the homework to be 

platformed/modelled/explained in sufficient detail so that students are 
not confused (or cannot claim to have been later). This does not have 
to be at the end of a lesson. 

 
5. To persuade targeted students to attend additional lessons/study 

support when offered. 
 
Subject Leader & Assistant Subject Leader 

1. To ensure that the team are all clear about their policies and practice 
as described in the Subject/Faculty Handbook. 

 
2. To provide meeting time, at faculty meetings, for the discussion of 

homework tasks and opportunities within their subject area(s).  
 

3. To support individual staff where necessary and train new staff, 
especially in terms of contacting parents. 

 
4. To monitor the setting and production of homework at regular intervals. 

 
5. To ensure that tracking scores are accurate. 

 
6. To ensure that targeted students attend homework opportunities. 

 



7. To arrange for Student Voice to be used at appropriate times to 
ascertain students’ responses to homework in their subject area(s). 

 
8. To carefully monitor student attendance at homework sessions. 

 
9. To carefully evaluate the learning at homework sessions provided for 

targeted groups.  
 

10. To ensure that parents are informed in advance about curriculum 
topics to assist them in helping the students with their learning. 

 
11. To ensure that all team members implement this and the team’s policy. 

 
 
 
 
Subject SLT Link 

1. To discuss and monitor the above with the SL especially pre-tracking. 
 

2. To support the SL and team by working with specific staff as required. 
 

3. To support SL and the team by working with specific students as 
requested. 

 
4. To report back to SLT re homework as requested. 

 
 

Parents: 
 
The role of the parent is crucial if a child is to gain success from homework. 
To reinforce its value through positive feedback will give students the 
confidence to persevere, work hard and reach high standards of achievement. 
Parents can assist by: 
 

1. Providing a table, chair and a quiet place to work. 
2. Negotiating with the student when homework is to be done as a 

student's free time is important too. 
3. Checking the time spent on individual tasks. 
4. Ensuring that outside clubs do not hamper a child's quality of work and 

put a child under undue pressure. 
5. Checking presentation and content of all homework being returned to 

school. 
6. Providing the school with information about any problems by contacting 

the school directly. 
 
 
 
 

 


