
 

 

LITERACY ACROSS THE CURRICULUM POLICY 
 

High expectations 

All can succeed 

More literacy emphasis 

Inspiring lessons 

Learning is valued 

Teaching is excellent 

Opportunities to progress 

  Nobody gets left behind!  

  

1. Introduction  

  

Literacy is at the heart of successful learning in every area of education and in 

order to raise standards, all teachers must realise that they are both subject 

specialists or tutors and teachers of literacy.   

 

Literacy encompasses the skills of reading, writing, speaking and listening.  

Being literate allows students to develop their cognitive abilities, in addition to 

learning, exploring and communicating which will ensure that every student has 

the opportunity to realise and fulfill their potential. 

 

2. Statement of Principles  

  

At Hamilton Community College we believe that improving literacy standards is 

fundamental to raising student self-esteem, confidence and achievement and all 

staff are committed to ensuring that every student is presented with 

opportunities to achieve beyond expectations.  The school will actively pursue 

its literacy policy by:  

  

 Understanding that literacy incorporates talking, listening, reading and 

writing.  These elements are interdependent and integral to all learning.  

Literacy should therefore be promoted holistically. 

 

 Literacy takes many forms – our understanding extends beyond basic 

decoding to critical reflection and understanding how language works. 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=book&um=1&hl=en&safe=active&sa=N&biw=1024&bih=673&tbm=isch&tbnid=nhFL-ZXzH5dejM:&imgrefurl=http://my.opera.com/wikipedian/blog/book&imgurl=http://files.myopera.com/wikipedian/blog/book.gif&w=417&h=364&ei=kIxEUI7NBoTG0QWGtoDQAg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=741&vpy=147&dur=577&hovh=210&hovw=240&tx=147&ty=130&sig=114653080611135948891&page=1&tbnh=153&tbnw=175&start=0&ndsp=15&ved=1t:429,r:4,s:0,i:85
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=cartoon+pen&um=1&hl=en&safe=active&biw=1024&bih=673&tbm=isch&tbnid=pvwu48Bn-KKx2M:&imgrefurl=http://www.clker.com/clipart-2225.html&imgurl=http://www.clker.com/cliparts/4/d/b/4/1194984437330746720pen_pencil_darkon_01.svg.hi.png&w=600&h=542&ei=vYxEUL_EKLOk0AWgrIDICA&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=104&vpy=316&dur=156&hovh=213&hovw=236&tx=93&ty=98&sig=114653080611135948891&page=1&tbnh=151&tbnw=167&start=0&ndsp=15&ved=1t:429,r:5,s:0,i:86


 

 Literacy is intrinsically linked with Functional English and shares the 

principles associated with this. 

 

 All elements of the literacy policy should be reflected across the 

curriculum. 

 

 Literacy in every parental tongue is to be valued. 

 

 The literacy policy will build on the strengths of existing practices and 

procedures. 

 

 Valuing all students’ efforts to read, write and talk.  This will be 

demonstrated by students’ work displayed in all classrooms, corridors and 

subject areas. 

 

 Providing a range of language experiences in talking and listening, reading 

and writing for all pupils. 

 

 Sharing of good practice across the curriculum. 

 

 

 

3. Guidelines to support the Statement of Principles  

  

Reading  

  

Our aim is to develop children’s knowledge of and familiarity with a wide range 

of literature, both fiction and non-fiction.  Students will learn to read with 

understanding, to locate and retrieve information, understand a process or 

argument and summarise, synthesise or analyse what they have read. We can do 

this by:  

 

We will continue to build upon the reading foundations laid down in primary 

school by encouraging students to read with increasing confidence and 

independence.  

One or two mornings a week during registration are dedicated as reading time 

for all and to highlight literacy skills. 

Community reading is a feature of all tutor groups during morning registration in 

both Key Stages.   

 



Ways in which teachers support students: 

 

 Using the Literacy Reading Wheel displayed in all classroom to assist pupils 

when reading different texts.  

 Encourage students to access texts by the use of directed activities related 

to texts (DARTS). 

 Texts are made accessible to all learners. 

 A specific nurture group caters to readers of lower ability, which is designed 

to develop phonic skills. 

 COGS  group 

 Reading is promoted through teacher-led, shared, silent, whole class and 

paired reading. 

 Promote a wide use of Information and Communication Technology as a 

medium for the further development of language both in English and across 

the curriculum. 

 Target students are offered the Lexia literacy programme which is designed 

as an intervention method for those needing literacy catch-up in years 7 and 

8. 

 In KS3, our bi-lingual learners receive a specialised curriculum to fit the 

literacy needs of students new to the English language. 

 The Accelerated Reader programme is used in library lessons to test the 

comprehension and literacy development of our Step-Up students.  

 

Opportunities for students: 

 

 All Year 7 students receive a free book of their choice in partnership with 

Leicester City Libraries. 

 We actively encourage reading for pleasure via designated weekly library 

time and a Key Stage 3 Book Club. 

 The library is used to promote reading through the provision of stimulating 

reading material of fiction and non-fiction, multi-media and visiting authors. 

 Reading boxes and newspapers are provided for KS3 tutor groups and many 

subject teachers also have reading boxes in classrooms which are available 

to pupils.  

 

 

 

 

 

Writing and Spelling  

  



Students develop writing skills for a range of purposes and audiences, using 

spelling, punctuation and syntax appropriately and with confidence. We do this 

by: 

 

Ways in which teachers support students: 

 

 Using agreed common approaches and strategies in identified areas for 

literacy development, this includes using the Marking for Literacy symbols as 

outlined in the college Marking Policy. 

 All staff encourage extended writing by providing the appropriate 

connectives and sentence starters. 

 Using the Literacy Writing Wheel displayed in each classroom to assist the 

pupils when writing for different purposes.  

 Testing pupils on the topic - specific spellings provided in the school’s weekly 

bulletin.  

 Fortnightly Literacy Bulletins are used during Tutor Time and during lessons 

(perhaps as starters) to reinforce literacy concepts. 

 Teacher marking for SPaG (spelling, punctuation and grammar) across the 

curriculum to highlight literacy errors. 

 

Opportunities for students: 

 

 Across the curriculum, students are encouraged to structure their writing 

appropriately by using a variety of sentence types, paragraphs and a range of 

punctuation. 

 Students are encouraged to draft and redraft, use dictionaries and correct 

spellings. 

 Offering a Creative Writing Club and School Magazine for students of all 

abilities, particularly the more able learners. 

 Bilingual dictionaries are available for EAL students. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Speaking and Listening  

 



Our aim is to develop children’s confidence as users of language.  We can do this 

by: 

 

Ways in which teachers support students: 

 Linking language with thinking processes and so enable the strengthening of 

both in children (PLTs). 

 To enable children to communicate clearly and with assurance in appropriate 

forms of speech.  Opportunities to talk and listen in a variety of groupings 

and in both formal and informal contexts are presented to students in all 

subject areas. 

 Encourage pupils to take part in assemblies, student leaders’ council and 

other events.  

 A Framework for Effective Questioning is provided as a display in each 

classroom to encourage open ended responses, more reflection, and group 

collaboration among many other strategies. 

 Lead Learner programme to encourage certain pupils to be more verbally 

active and to take on a leadership role in the classroom. 

 

 

 

WiT (Leicester’s Whatever It Takes Programme) and Reading for Enjoyment 

 

Our ultimate aim is for children to become confident and independent readers 

with high levels of enjoyment, understanding, comprehension and opinions. 

At Hamilton, we want to promote enjoyment of reading and the understanding 

that reading is a life-long skill; we aim to provide the children with a variety of 

stimuli, including home-based tasks and opportunities to meet world-famous 

authors. 

 

Ways in which the WiT supports students: 

 

 Providing a scheme of activities to engage students and parents more in 

literacy outside of school (Family Literacy, Skellig). 

 Encouraging reading and family participation by using the educational 

magazine Aguila. 

 Opportunities to read with peers during morning registration.  Higher 

students are able to model and develop their own literacy questioning 

techniques to stimulate conversation.  Lower pupils are able to have 

successful reading techniques modelled to them. 



 Opportunities for students to listen to talks, meet, and get advice from 

renowned authors (Bali Rai, Malorie Blackman, Anthony Horowitz, Steve 

Skidmore and Steve Barlow [The 2 Steves]).  

 Work with the librarian to create a rich reading environment throughout the 

school in order to make reading as visible as possible –develop an inspiring 

school library. 

 

 

 

 

ICT is used across the curriculum to support and develop literacy by: 

 

 The use of electronic media e.g. fiction, non-fiction, drama texts, magazines, 

encyclopaedias, newspapers, reference books, dictionaries/thesaurus, 

internet, e-mail. 

 

 The availability of the following IT resources to students. 

 

Word Processors, Desktop Publishers, White list internet access, 

Talking books, E Mail, Language development software – Clicker; 

Acceleread; Accelewrite; TaskMagic and the new electronic Literacy 

Reading and Writing Wheels.  

 

 

 

4. The responsibility which every member of staff has for developing 

literacy is: 

 

- To use agreed common approaches and strategies for developing 

literacy; this includes the Marking for Literacy symbols outlined in the 

college Marking Policy, the Literacy Reading and Writing Wheel, the 

literacy fortnightly foci and literacy starters.  Bulletin Spellings of the 

Week are also provided to coincide with Thoughts of the Week. 

 

- To contribute to the development, implementation, monitoring and 

evaluating of language development in students and the whole school 

literacy programme. 

 

 

- Ensure good teaching practice is shared within and across departments, 

through faculty meetings and staff training. 



5. Procedures for monitoring and evaluating pupils’ achievements by SLT are 

as follows: 

 

 sample review of students’ books during focus weeks or support weeks. 

 other evidence used to inform such monitoring and evaluating may include: 

 

- teacher’s plans 

- students’ records 

- peer and self-evaluations 

- Student Voice 

- interviews with teachers, TAs, students, and parents 

- teacher and TA assessments 

- end of key stage assessments 

- Regular Literacy Development group meetings to ensure cross 

curricular consistency. 

 

 

6. Procedures for monitoring and evaluating pupils’ achievements by 

teachers are as follows: 

 

 students’ self-assessment written/oral 

 on-going formative assessments of classwork and homework 

 formal assessments 

 interviews with students and parents 

 end of key stage assessments 

 Use of target for literacy when books are marked and feedback on literacy 

by teachers for pupils to follow.  

 A student’s reading age is tested at the beginning of Key Stage 3 and at the 

end of Year 7, 8 and 9 and intervention applied where necessary. 

 Student Progress is monitored by Deputy Head of English throughout Key 

Stage 3. 

 

7. The arrangements for ensuring that all pupils make appropriate progress 

in literacy are as follows: 

 

 The use of reliable data for base lining and comparative assessment 

E.g.  NFER tests, FFT data, Salford Reading Test, Midyis Test, Vernon 

Spelling Test, end of Key Stage levels. 

 The monitoring of progress through formal and informal assessments 

outlined above by class teachers and SLT, KS3 Flight Paths, and the review 

of teaching strategies as appropriate by the English team and HoF. 



 SENCO to identify progress of students with special needs through IEP and 

PSP reviews, and Group Education Plans. 

 Internal moderation of students’ work within the key stages and across the 

curriculum. 

 Staff training in appropriate and well-conceived strategies to address 

literacy difficulties of students. 

  

8. Home learning is used to support literacy development as follows: 

 

 All home learning set will allow the practise of reading, writing, or talking and 

listening. 

 Students will receive constructive feedback from home learning activities. 

 Home learning will be made increasingly available using the College’s website. 

 Home-based literacy programmes designed to make parents/guardians more 

active in their child’s literacy. 

 

 

 

9. Parents’ involvement in supporting learning at home takes the form of: 

 

 Signing Planner in KS3 

 Paired reading scheme 

 Responding to Tracking 

 Attending Parents’ Evenings 

 Attending PSP meetings 

 Encouraging family reading at home- those participating in certain schemes 

 

 

Miss Meredith Hovey  

Literacy & WiT Coordinator  

 

  
  

 
 


