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Citizenship            
Education Policy 
 
 
Generic Policy Information 
 
Name of School:   Hamilton College 
Age Range:   11-16 
Date of Policy:   October 2016 
Approval by Governing Body:   To be ratified 
Member of Governing Body Responsible for Citizenship:    
Member of Staff Responsible for Citizenship Education:   Sera Shortland 
Timetable for review of Policy:   Summer 2017 
To be initiated by:   Sera Shortland 
 
 
Policy Statement/Vision of Citizenship Education 
 
'Education for citizenship equips young people with the knowledge, skills and understanding to 
play an effective role in public life. Citizenship encourages them to take an interest in topical 
and controversial issues and to engage in discussion and debate. Pupils learn about their 
rights, responsibilities, duties and freedoms and about laws, justice and democracy. They 
learn to take part in decision-making and different forms of action. They play an active role in 
the life of their schools, neighbourhoods, communities and wider society as active and global 
citizens. 
 
Citizenship encourages respect for different national, religious and ethnic identities. It equips 
pupils to engage critically with and explore diverse ideas, beliefs, cultures and identities and 
the values we share as citizens in the UK. Pupils begin to understand how society has 
changed and is changing in the UK, Europe and the wider world.  
 
Citizenship addresses issues relating to social justice, human rights, community cohesion and 
global interdependence, and encourages pupils to challenge injustice, inequalities and 
discrimination. It helps young people to develop their critical skills, consider a wide range of 
political, social, ethical and moral problems, and explore opinions and ideas other than their 
own. They evaluate information, make informed judgements and reflect on the consequences 
of their actions now and in the future. They learn to argue a case on behalf of others as well 
as themselves and speak out on issues of concern. 
 
Citizenship equips pupils with the knowledge and skills needed for effective and democratic 
participation. It helps pupils to become informed, critical, active citizens who have the 
confidence and conviction to work collaboratively, take action and try to make a difference in 
their communities and the wider world.' 
 
As a school we recognise the need to ensure a local, national and global perspective to 
ensure students become: 
 

 Aware of their rights and responsibilities 
 Informed about the social and political world 
 Concerned about the welfare of others 
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 Articulate in their opinions and arguments 
 Capable of having an influence on the world 
 Active in their communities 
 Responsible in how they act 
 

The approach to citizenship education at Hamilton is inclusive and is a shared vision across 
the school. It provides opportunities for students to: 
 

 Develop skills to become actively engaged in their communities 
 Promote fundamental British Values 
 Become a voice that is heard and listened to 
 Participate 
 Become active 
 Become questioning and critical 
 Effect change 

 
Aims 
 
The citizenship programme at Hamilton aims to; 
 

 develop our students own sense of identity and worth in all that we do by encouraging 
them to value diversity within our society and within a global context, while developing 
students’ ability to examine their own values, reflect on issues and take part in 
discussion. 

 increase students understanding of their moral and social roles and responsibilities 
within the democratic system of this country, within the wider European community 
and as members of a global community. 

 develop the knowledge, understanding and skills that underpin the citizenship 
programme which will provide a solid foundation for students to become responsible 
citizens, appreciate democracy and the democratic process, effect change and make a 
difference.  

 encourage participation of students in school and community based activities, promoting 
an ethos of active citizenship throughout the school.  

 develop international links with students in other countries, motivating students to 
develop curiosity and tolerance in their efforts to understand what is going on around 
them locally, nationally and globally. 

 
Objectives 
 
We undertake within our practice to: 
 

 Give students opportunities to examine and develop their own attitudes whilst respecting 
the values of others. This is to include providing students with the skills and structures 
to help them resolve conflict fairly, developing their ability and willingness to take 
responsibility for their actions. 

 Continue to develop a curriculum whereby knowledge and understanding of the spiritual, 
moral, social and cultural heritages of Britain’s diverse society and of the local, 
national, European, Commonwealth and global dimensions of their lives, contribute 
towards the development of pupils’ sense of identity. 

 Equip pupils with the knowledge base upon which to build an understanding of  global 
issues such as poverty, social justice and sustainable development, thus developing 
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an awareness of  the links between local and global issues and their roles and 
responsibilities as world citizens 

 Equip pupils with the knowledge base upon which to build an understanding of the 
democratic nature of our society. Help pupils to understand how membership of the 
European Community affects their lives as citizens and prepare them to contribute to 
and take advantage of the opportunities this creates 

 Encourage student participation in community based activities by developing curriculum 
based opportunities for students to view the work of voluntary groups 

 Equip pupils with the knowledge base upon which to build an understanding and 
tolerance of cultural and religious diversity, locally, nationally and globally, fostering a 
development of empathy for others in different situations and an ability to express and 
explain opinions other than their own  

 Create opportunities for pupils and staff to discover other countries and their cultures 
both as part of the curriculum and by supporting  international visits and exchanges 

 Encourage sustainability and a reasonable use of our College and community resources 
 
Methodology and Entitlement:  
 
Citizenship at Hamilton is a platform for educating the whole child. As a subject it has flexibility 
and can be student led. It concentrates on topical issues and also addresses controversial 
and sensitive material. All students are entitled to and receive citizenship education and the 
curriculum is delivered both within and beyond the classroom.  
 
The teaching of citizenship will: 

 involve both active and interactive strategies within the classroom 
 include a variety of media  
 involve cross-agency working 
 recognise the different ways in which students learn 
 take into account these different learning styles 
 include individual, group and whole-class teaching where appropriate 

 
Citizenship GCSE and Discreet Citizenship within the PHSE programme 
 
Citizenship is offered in year 10 as a full GCSE option. Students receive 3 hours a week 
tuition across year 10. 
 
Within PHSE, Citizenship is taught in 1x 60 minute lessons. Years 7,8,9,10 and 11 receive a 
total of 6 weeks per year.  
 
Staffing: For the year 2016-2017 PHSE instructors will deliver the citizenship curriculum. SOW 
and lesson plans will be maintained and can be found on the’ I’ drive in the Citizenship folder.  
A range of resources can be found on the ‘I’ drive and resource room next to SH teaching 
room. 
 
Citizenship through other subjects 
 
Staff have received training on citizenship education and also been issued with QCA leaflets 
and examples of how to incorporate citizenship within their subjects.  
 
Active Citizenship and Partnerships 
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Students participate actively in school life in two main ways, by contributing to school 
decision-making and by taking on responsibilities. Opportunities at Hamilton for student 
consultation are provided through: group discussions, circle time, year and school leaders 
questionnaires and suggestion boxes. The student leaders, ‘Student in Mentoring Service’, 
ASDAN, Duke of Edinburgh, Enterprise and Work Experience provide opportunities for 
students to take on responsibilities and celebrate successes. 
Various school clubs also promote active citizenship participation and community involvement. 
 
Examples are:  
Trips to Brussels and Parliament. There are numerous charity events and celebration weeks 
timetabled into the college calendar such as Multi cultural week, and Refugee week. Hamilton 
students support an orphanage in Ghana. 
Hamilton Community College is also developing strong links with a number of organisations, 
we mentor citizenship ITT students from Leicester University, other agencies we have worked 
with include: UK Youth Parliament, East Midlands MEPs, the Lord Mayor, Local  councillors 
and MPs, ENVIRON, Leicestershire Museum Services, Takeover radio, Leicester Tigers, the 
US embassy, a US high school.  
 
The student leaders 
 
Opportunities for students to experience active involvement in decision- making in school will 
is provided via the student leadership team. Hamilton student leaders is a democratically 
elected body that has representation from every year group. 
  

 To provide a platform for students to raise issues relevant to them within the college and 
to take part in making decisions about the college.  

 To listen to each other and respect others opinions.  
 To improve the school in areas that student’s think should be better.  
 To get students views across to members off staff. 
 To forge links with other student councils both locally and internationally. 
 

Thought for the week. 
 
The college calendar features a thought for each week. These represent the values and 
beliefs that staff guide students to understand and practice. Thoughts are delivered in the form 
of messages to students each week in the morning and/or complete tutorial lessons. The 
messages are bound up with models of good citizenship. Citizenship topics included in 
thought of the week are as follows: 
 

 Responsibilities 
 World Religions 
 Active Participation- School Council Election Week 
 National Holocaust Week 
 British Red Cross Week 
 Identity 
 Peace day 
 Black History Month 
 Diwali and Easter 
 No more world poverty 
 Resolving Conflict, Co-operation 
 International Human Rights day 
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Assessment and Reporting 
 
Students are assessed on key processes, concepts and knowledge. Students undertake a 
range of self and peer assessment tasks which help inform of their progress and enjoyment. 
All students sit a baseline assessment in year 7 which is repeated at the end of key stage 3 to 
demonstrate progression in learning.  Attainment in Citizenship at Hamilton is graded as with 
other subjects using the 8 level scales. With the introduction of the new national curriculum, 
this area a work in progress.  Evidence used for assessment includes: 
 

 Essays/articles 
 Letters 
 Debates 
 Presentations 
 Self/peer assessments 
 

Key stage 3 
 
At the end of year 9, student’s end of key stage attainment in citizenship is assessed against 
the key stage level description: 
By the end of key stage 3 most students: 
 

 Have a broad knowledge and understanding of the topical events they study; the rights, 
responsibilities and duties of citizens; the role of the voluntary sector; forms of 
government; provision of services; and the criminal and legal systems 

 Show understanding of how the public gets information; how opinion is formed and 
expressed, including through the media; and how and why changes take place in 
society 

 Take part in school and community-based activities, demonstrating personal and group 
responsibility in their attitudes towards themselves and others 

 
Key stage 4  
 
At the end of year 11 students should have a good knowledge of the topical events they study; 
the rights, responsibilities and duties of citizens; the role of the voluntary sector; forms of 
government; and the civil and criminal justice, legal and economic systems. They obtain and 
use different kinds of information, including the media, to form and express an opinion. They 
evaluate the effectiveness of different ways of bringing about change at different levels of 
society. Students take part effectively in school and community-based activities, showing 
willingness and commitment to evaluate such activities critically. They demonstrate personal 
and group responsibility in their attitudes towards themselves and others. 
 
A record of each student’s progress and achievement in citizenship is kept and reported to 
parents through the schools tracking system. This is kept by Emily Richardson and Bev Sayle.  
 
 
Monitoring and Evaluation of the Curriculum 
 
Citizenship provision within Hamilton is included within the school’s M&E processes. And 
informs our SEF CIP and FIP 
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Links to College Policies 
 
This document links to 
Equal Opportunities, Inclusion, Behaviour policy, Key Stage 3 Strategy, Health and Safety, 
National Healthy Schools Standard, Anti-Bullying, Anti-Racist. 

 


