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The Society’s Committee met in the editorial flat, atop a crumbling cliff on the east coast of 
Wales, on 30 September. Chris Board arrived by motorcycle from London and took the chair.

We were delighted to hear that no permanent harm had resulted to Dr Tim Nicholson and 
the Honorary Secretary following their accident in Norway. The Chairman offered his 
condolences to Tim on the loss of his faithful vintage Riley.

He also reported that he expected Roger Hellyer’s publication rate to double now that 
Roger no longer has to monitor the membership records. The first fruits of this activity will 
be seen in the important paper which forms a major part of this issue.

The Committee discussed the review of the /DQGUDQJHU map series recently announced 
by OS.  This has stimulated much interest and is described further in Richard Oliver’s article. 
Richard was warmly commended on his actions in ensuring that at least some members had 
the opportunity of contributing to this review. 

Finally, the Editor hopes that the Society’s traditionalists will not be too shocked to 
discover that the headings for the articles in this issue of 6KHHWOLQHV appear in a new font, 
Lucida Sans.

3XEOLFDWLRQV�XSGDWH
Enclosed with this issue of 6KHHWOLQHV is a leaflet giving details of Richard Oliver’s guides to 
the One-inch Popular Edition of Scotland, the One-inch Fifth Edition and the One-inch New 
Popular Edition. Prices for members are detailed in the leaflet. By the time 6KHHWOLQHV��� is 
published all three booklets will be available from the Publications Manager. 

Looking to the future, the Publications Subcommittee (PSC) are currently working on 
two more books – one by Tim Nicholson on the One-inch New Series Coloured and the other 
by Roger Hellyer and Richard Oliver on the 1:25,000 First Series (Provisional Edition). The 
PSC, working with the authors, still have a little way to go yet on these publication projects 
and will keep members informed of progress through regular updates in 6KHHWOLQHV.

The PSC are always ready to consider proposals for publications and would encourage 
any member who would like to see their work in print to let the PSC have their ideas and / or 
proposals. It may be that other members would like to see a publication on a particular topic. 
Again, please let the PSC have your comments.

Contact details for the PSC Chairman are:
David J Parsons, 1 Kent Drive, Congleton, Cheshire, CW12 1SD
Phone: 01260 271 596, fax: 01260 270 875, e-mail: dparsons@attc.demon.co.uk
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)RUWKFRPLQJ�YLVLWV�� ����
For the first half of next year our main theme is the Bicentennial of the Mudge Map of Kent. 
We are planning a visit to the Public Records Office at Kew in March/April, where Yo 
Hodson will give a talk about the published map. Kew also hold some original material, 
which we hope to see, and hopefully also the map library there.

This will be followed late May/early June by a visit to cartographic sites in Kent, such as 
the Royal Military Canal, Martello towers, the site of the Romney Marsh base between 
Luckinge and High Nook, Dymchurch. As an added bonus for railway enthusiasts we shall 
include an optional trip on the Romney, Hythe and Dymchurch railway. This visit will start at 
Ashford railway station, where we intend to have a coach available for the various site visits, 
returning to Ashford at the end.

Also in May is the AGM, which will be held at William Hulme’s Grammar School, 
Manchester, on Saturday, 12 May. Full details will be included in the next 6KHHWOLQHV.

On 7 July Yo Hodson will celebrate twenty (or possibly twenty-one) years of the Charles 
Close Society with a Garden Party at her home in Hertfordshire. To help defray costs, there 
will be a nominal charge of £5 for this event, payable at time of booking. As Yo will also be 
involved with the Mudge bicentennial events, we are deferring her talk on the Popular 
Edition for the time being – but her book is available and should be a must for any member.

All members are welcome to attend the Annual General Meeting, but for the other events 
there will be a limit on attendees.  Members wishing to attend either/both Mudge events, or 
the Garden Party, should register their interest now with Gerry Jarvis at his address in the 
Almanac, by phone on (01625) 611594, or email at g0wgj@bigfoot.com.

$LUILHOGV��ODQG�XVH�DQG�WKH�2UGQDQFH�6XUYH\
5�1�(�%ODNH

This article summarises key themes from an illustrated address to the Charles Close Society 
on the occasion of its Annual General Meeting at Birkbeck College London on Saturday, 
13 May 2000. It explores the triangular relationship between a major transport and defence 
utility, the rural environment and the nation’s premier topographical mapping agency – a 
focus that has received only limited attention from public servants or scholars.

$LUILHOGV
Britain contains the sites of approximately 1,250 military airfields dating from the two World 
wars, plus numerous minor civil airfields which bring the grand total to well over two 
thousand (Blake, 1989). During the Second World War there were at least 856 aerodromes, 
landing grounds and flying-boat stations in active use. Many had originated as civil 
aerodromes between the wars and virtually all significant post-war airports have a wartime 
history (Smith, 1989). Today, there are fewer than 50 active airbases in the UK, although 
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several ‘inactive’ Royal Air Force (RAF) stations are retained for volunteer gliding and 
liaison flights.

/DQG�8VH
Given Britain’s dense population, rich agriculture and tightly regulated landscape, any 
assessment of its airfields from an environmental angle must involves a sound knowledge of 
overall land resources and land-use issues (Stamp, 1962). Sadly, Britain has had the benefit 
of only two comprehensive land use surveys, both organised by London University academics 
(L Dudley Stamp in the 1930s and Alice Coleman in the 1960s). Attempts by central 
government to obtain a rolling picture of national land-use changes from local development 
plans prepared under the 1947 Town and Country Planning Act proved unsuccessful due 
mainly to a lack of suitably trained staff. Alternative methods of data capture based on 
agricultural and other sectoral statistics have no cartographic legacy and provide only 
generalised indications of national and regional land-use trends (Best, 1981). Modern 
developments in air photography, satellite imagery, GIS and electronic property records have 
failed so far to produce accessible and affordable maps.

7KH�2UGQDQFH�6XUYH\��26�
Established in 1791 primarily for military and transport reasons, the OS provides an obvious 
starting point for the study of any widespread utility (Perkins and Parry, 1996). The value of 
OS maps lies in their general comprehensiveness and consistency, notwithstanding the many 
fascinating enigmas which perennially engage the interest of CCS members. Contour lines, 
the kilometric grid and a choice of scales are qualities easily taken for granted by those 
involved in the spatial analysis of landscape phenomena, not least airfields. Unique grid-
referencing is an invaluable tool for archaeologists, geographers, landscape historians, and 
the many other specialists concerned with solving geo-environmental puzzles.

$LUILHOGV�DQG�/DQG�8VH
Britain’s Second World War airfields covered some 162,000 hectares (ha), a land-take
equivalent to the County of Hertfordshire (0.7% of the UK). This fact was never published as 
an official statistic, possibly as a security measure but more likely due to the low priority 
given to environmental considerations at the time. This estimate, together with re-calculations 
for key pre-war and post-war dates, was gleaned retrospectively by the author from original 
airfield plans held at the RAF Museum, Hendon. The process of reaching a reliable figure 
involved area measurement of each individual station, followed by derivation of an average 
size for small landing grounds in order to include sites where no plans survive.

Published maps indicating airfield sizes are highly specific in time and need to be 
interpreted with caution. The (first) Land Utilisation Survey showed both military and civil 
‘aerodromes’ as permanent pasture (pale green) which reflected Stamp’s preoccupation with 
agricultural potential (Stamp, 1962). RAF stations newly established under the mid-1930s 
rearmament programme were deleted by the censors, in some cases by requiring that a site be 
printed in the pre-existing (brown) arable land-use colour (Board, 1993). The Second Land 
Use Survey (Coleman, 1961) allocated a special (orange) notation for airfields to associate 
them with the ‘transport’ category of settlement, but the important military/civil distinction 
was only discernible where the OS 1: 25,000 base map already specified a site as an ‘airport’ 
or ‘aerodrome’ (a term with civil connotations in the post-war era).
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In Coleman’s survey the alternative term ‘airfield’ usually denoted a PLOLWDU\
establishment, but all too often the OS base map was blank. Such maps were further 
problematic, as many Second World War airfields were by now at an advanced stage of 
reclamation and typically in multiple use. Because the six-inch scale sheets used for field 
work in certain parts of the country were not fully revised, it was impossible for volunteer 
surveyors accurately to plot the crops and industrial premises lying between ‘invisible’ 
runways and huts. Re-use was not therefore being faithfully recorded and this fact was the 
driving force behind the author’s decision to embark on an investigation which has endured 
for more than three decades.

$LUILHOGV�DQG�WKH�2UGQDQFH�6XUYH\
At a CCS technical meeting in Derby on 4 July 1998 the author described the problems of 

depicting airfields on the OS 1:50,000 scale /DQGUDQJHU�map, referring also to successive 
editions of the one-inch which preceded it. Published work on this subject is quite limited 
(Blake HW�DO, 1984) and subsequent observations on airfield depiction by other writers (e.g., 
Oliver, 1991; Hodson, 1999) have been illuminating. Broadly, only fully-active airfields bear 
the place-name, while partially-active airfields (usually RAF ground stations in occasional 
use for gliding) are denoted by the unqualified word ‘airfield.’ Selective use of the term 
‘aerodrome’ is not explained in any manual or sheet margin, but it appears to have been 
favoured on maps covering the fringes of conurbations with a major aerospace industry, most 
notably Greater London and the North West. Disused airfields are rarely denoted by a place-
name, although a number of exceptions to this convention have crept onto sheets in recent 
years. The prevailing trend is to omit any reference to a former airfield once it has been 
largely obliterated or is in an advanced state of decay. Because of the general inconsistency in 
the way airfields are mapped, it would be inadvisable for anyone embarking on an area-based 
study to rely on popular OS maps as a definitive source.

/DQG�8VH�DQG�WKH�2UGQDQFH�6XUYH\�
Contrary to popular belief OS maps are not land use maps, although they have provided the 
essential base maps for two national land use surveys, local authority development plans and 
all sorts of thematic presentations (e.g., Coleman, 1977). Apart from built-up areas, roads, 
woodland and inland water, OS maps show most land as ‘white.’ It is not surprising therefore 
that no public agency holds a record of the extent of land-cover for airfields (Blake, 2000). 
By contrast, in the Netherlands the perimeter fences of all types of airfields are clearly shown 
on popular-scale maps, consequently the Topografische Dienst (the Dutch equivalent of the 
OS) has been able to publish a regularly up-dated figure for land-take by airfields. In the UK 
only cemeteries, hospitals and prisons are given boundaries on popular maps! 

$OWHUQDWLYH�8VHV�IRU�$LUILHOGV
Apart from their characteristic admixture of agriculture, natural habitats and dereliction, the 
disused airfields that litter Britain’s countryside have a provided locations for a remarkable 
range of alternative uses, including barracks, laboratories, power stations, local government 
headquarters, prisons, motor-racing circuits, show-grounds, industrial estates and caravan 
parks (Blake, 1969). These and other ‘after-uses’ have skilfully exploited the essential 
attributes of disused airfields which can be usefully summarised as openness, hard surfaces, 
ample room for manoeuvre, low gradient, unified ownership, capacious hangars, cheap 
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buildings and relative remoteness from centres of population. Only selected types of after-use 
are labelled on the popular scales of OS map, usually the more obvious institutions. Spatially 
vague occupancies such as open storage and low-impact recreational activities are rarely 
shown, emphasising the need for systematic land use records as a supplement to basic OS 
data. More detailed information can be gleaned from medium- and large-scale maps but these 
are beyond the pocket of most researchers engaged on regional or nation-wide projects.

&RQFOXVLRQV
The interplay between airfields, land use and the OS is a classic instance of an environmental 
problem which has been inadequately researched because the basic cartographic resources are 
unclear and incomplete. It is highly likely that would-be policy analysts in this area of 
environmental concern have been deterred simply through lack of awareness of the size of the 
problem and the inordinate amount of time that which would be necessary to assemble a 
reliable data-base. Members of the Charles Close Society have a useful role to play in 
pointing out cartographic errors with respect to airfields.
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9LVLW�WR�WKH�/RQGRQ�7UDQVSRUW�0XVHXP�'HSRW
$FWRQ����1RYHPEHU�����

+XJK�%URRNHV
A small and enthusiastic group of members gathered at 1.30 p.m. for a visit to the purpose 
built London Transport Depot at Acton. The depot was built about two years ago and houses 
rolling stock, vehicles, engineering and architectural drawings of many scales, and a thousand 
and one artefacts dating back to the birth of the system at the end of the nineteenth century.

We were welcomed by Roger Brasier who was going to be our guide for the afternoon. 
He suggested that we start with a visit to the Archive Room. Here we were shown some 
selected maps and drawings of various aspects of the LT system. There were maps of the 
Underground dating back to the late nineteenth century and going through to the mid 
twentieth century. By looking at the way the system grew over these decades we could see 
how the huge urban sprawl, Metroland, developed in the north-west, and the way the Central 
Line encouraged development in the north-east. We were shown a beautiful hand coloured 
diagram of the original ‘cut and cover’ system of tunnelling; the artwork was truly stunning.

There weren’t many OS maps in evidence although the eagle-eyed spotted a heap of six-
inch pre-WW2 sheets lurking in a draw. Apparently LT threw out thousands before they 
realised their mistake! The OS maps’ main use was for the railway companies’ initial request 
to Parliament to show exactly where their proposed lines were to go, and hence who and what 
would be ‘inconvenienced’ by the proposals. If the company got the nod, then an official Act 
of Parliament would be  passed and the building work could then start. We were shown one 
of the reference books, with large scale OS maps, showing a planned route.

After leaving the Archive room (where there were thousands of drawings/diagrams of 
stations, building, rolling stock, permanent way etc.) we entered the main depot which housed 
rolling stock spanning around 100 years, buses from the 1920s up to the present day, and all 
sorts of artefacts from station signs (an excellent collection) to sections of underground 
tunnels and, for instance, a bogie from a LT tram.

The last area to be shown was the poster room where over 5000 posters are stored in a 
climatically controlled room. We were shown examples of art work up to around 1950, quite 
often advertising the beautiful countryside which can be reached by the Underground. What 
came across strongly was that the heyday of poster design was between the wars, a bit like 
OS map cover design!

By 4 p.m. it was time for Roger to be on his way to give a talk to another party. His 
enthusiasm and knowledge of his subject came across strongly and he was warmly thanked 
by all members for his time and patience in answering questions.

The visit was most enjoyable and anyone with an interest in London’s transport system 
should make a date to visit the depot, which is open to the general public six times a year. We 
were cordially invited back in a couple of years to see how the depot has expanded with lots 
of new exhibits expected to be on display. Many thanks to Gerry Jarvis for organising the trip 
and looking after us. Sometimes it must be akin to being a shepherd with a lot of wayward 
sheep!
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7KH�2UGQDQFH�6XUYH\�DQG�LWV�IXWXUH�GLUHFWLRQ
3KLOLS�)U\

The advent of the ‘Web’, and the fact that graphical information can now be downloaded via 
telephone lines onto computer screens has had vast implications for any business involved in 
collecting and disseminating information which can, or could be, made into something of 
commercial value.

In the past the rewards of the business would be collected by wholesale and retail 
operations which have evolved to do the job. Newspaper and magazine wholesalers and 
retailers being a perfect example. Prices are set, and income collected in a time honoured 
manner. Advertising revenue likewise. How, though, can marketable information supplied via 
the airwaves or telephone line be financially rewarded?

In the early days of the Internet, many organisations considered a solution to the problem 
might be to set up ‘gateways’ onto sites, and only let through those who had registered and 
paid a subscription.  However, almost certainly partly because of the high charges expected, 
these were not a success. The only other method to gain financial reward is by charging for 
advertising sent onto the screens at the same time. A few web sites have indeed developed 
which appear to be making at least some cost recovery by this method. But at present these 
appear to be few and far between.

Information displayed in a graphical manner is the very core of the usefulness of the 
Web, and its screen presentations. Those who are not acquainted in the use of the Web may 
be amazed at the value of it in finding locations and addresses. Two sites which would be 
well known to regular users of these services in this country are ZZZ�VWUHHWPDS�FR�XN and 
ZZZ�PXOWLPDS�FRP. Just entering a post code and then pressing the search button, will result 
that in just a second or so, a map appears on the screen giving the exact location of that 
particular address and the area around it, in a familiar map form.

When these sites first came into being, the maps were based on OS licensed data which 
had been supplied many years previously to other UK map publishers. These had then kept 
the data updated by their own means. In the past year or so however these have been replaced 
by maps sourced directly from Ordnance Survey. It is obvious however that the OS is, and for 
long has been, very meticulous regarding the supply of its core data to anyone, unless it 
received in return very heavy licensing fees. However, in view of the latest map-making 
technologies, for how much longer can these charges be justified? This is a question the
Ordnance Survey must surely now be agonising.

Anyone interested in these questions would do well to read a fascinating article published 
in the 'DLO\�7HOHJUDSK. Those who like me do not see this paper can still find it available on 
that paper’s web site. The best way to find it is to go to the site – ZZZ�WHOHJUDSK�FR�XN, click 
on IHDWXUHV, then enter into the search area ‘Ordnance Survey’, the date – September 16th this 
year. Press VHDUFK, and the named item should appear at the bottom of the screen. Clicking on 
this will bring up the complete article. Also appearing will be links to other map related 
features which had been previously published in the paper. These too are of great interest.

On the question of the OS’s charges, the article relates the story of how recently an 
American electronics company wished to acquire large scale maps of all European countries. 
An English data agency made the enquiries for them. Quotes for the maps of mainland 
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western Europe were priced at a total of £1.2 million – as the article says ‘quite some 
investment’. The Ordnance Survey were then asked to quote a price for the maps of Great 
Britain at its largest scale. The cost was given as £32 million! 

This story goes to the heart of one of the dilemmas which is at present facing the OS. 
According to the article it is supposed to provide a nine per cent return on its working capital 
to the Treasury. I myself consider this figure to be strikingly high and unrealistic. True, a 
return on ‘capital’ – and there can be many arguments as to what actual figures can be 
included in ‘capital’ – is usually considered as a measure of the efficiency of a company’s 
administration. But there are other methods of quantifying good management. In any case I 
am one of those who considers that in the last twenty years or so ‘profit’ has tended to get in 
the way of ‘service’ as a tenet of public services, or anything relating to them.

Should the Ordnance Survey be considered a commercial organisation, or does it have a 
large degree of public service element? Right from the start it has been ‘commercial’ in that it 
has charged for its paper maps. This was always really no more than common-sense. 
However what should be its charging policy be to other public utilities and services? It would 
seem that its most recent guideline has been to obtain as much income as it possibly can from 
them. Is this sensible? I for one have strong doubts. If it charges local authorities and public 
organisations such as the Land Registry for mapping information, these then have to recover 
the cost involved from those who pay them. In almost all cases this ends in the charges 
eventually falling on the general public. To save the inevitable financial bureaucracy 
involved, would it not be more appropriate to render this as a public service, rather than to 
make a charge for it?

Maps have always been an invaluable aid in promoting tourism. Equally if not more so as 
a support to transportation and business. While paper maps may have a value well into the 
distance, with the advent of WAP (Wireless Application Protocol) mobile phones, much 
more use is likely to be made in the years to come of maps that can be electronically 
downloaded onto display screens. It would appear that the OS is in a bit of a cleft stick here, 
as at present it wishes to maximise its commercial returns. If it sets its charges too high, 
might not some other business step in and create the necessary maps by a rather different, but 
more modern procedure than the OS uses.

The 7HOHJUDSK article indicates two procedures which could be used. One is by the 
simple device of driving a GPS receiver along the roads, and building a database from which 
perfectly satisfactory road maps could be made up. Those of us who ever use even a hand 
held GPS unit, would realise that this should result in a map adequate for the purpose.

The other method the article mentions is considerably more expensive, though it does 
indicate this to be past the planning stage. It claims that several multinational companies 
‘have invested many millions in their own Ikonos satellite, whose Kodak camera, even from 
its height of 400 miles, can take digital photographs of the earth’s surface down to a 
resolution of about 3 ft’. As is pointed out, these photo-maps have the potential to be updated 
daily.

Britain, plus Ireland and France are almost unique in the World in having a national map 
database of any decent standard. One can understand great value being placed on this, and the 
information not being willingly licensed out to others, unless an adequate recompense is 
received. Is however commercial value the only yardstick to judge by? In other words, could 
this mapping information not be regarded as a national treasure, rather than by simple 
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commercial cost or price. In this regard perhaps one could compare with the Hydrographic 
Office – a roughly comparable organisation, charged with doing a not dissimilar job.

The Hydrographic Office has at least one competitor who also publishes paper based 
charts, so it could be assumed they have been rather more willing, than was the OS, to sub-
licence their database. Interesting also, is the ever increasing use made of electronically 
displayed charts. I assume that these started to come into use almost as soon as it was realised 
charts could as well be viewed on a screen as on a chart table – probably a considerable 
number of years ago. Nowadays these charts can be completely integrated with information 
derived from the Global Positioning Satellites (GPS), the result being that the person 
navigating can be sure of the boat’s position on the chart, as it is always marked as a moving 
display. Not only that though, but the charts can be zoomed down from the full size of the 
chart, right down – certainly to marina level, and even, so I understand, to indicating the 
position of pontoons.

In the case of the Ordnance Survey’s screen based maps, the ‘zooming’ is at present not 
as smooth as that on the Hydrographic Offices electronic charts. It would appear the reason is 
due to the fact that there is no single database. The scales are as used on the paper maps: 
1:250,000, 1:50,000 – also used as a base for a 1:25,000. Then a jump down to the scale used 
by the OS street maps. These electronic maps are now being used as the base for in-vehicle 
navigation systems, so they need to integrate well with a GPS derived position indicator as it 
plots progress on the display screen.

The use of electronically displayed mapping, specially in vehicles, is already a large, fast 
growing business. The ready availability of a suitable database is of vital importance. It also 
needs to be available at a competitive price. While both the Irish Ordnance Survey 
organisations produce high quality mapping, so far, in-vehicle navigation systems are not 
being sold in that country. I am told that the reason is the non-availability of the mapping. A 
large market for equipment is at present being lost, until such time that these become 
available.

It is because of the need for these maps, and the fact that, for many countries, the quality 
of the mapping is either very poor or, as in Ireland, the price is not commercially viable, 
international map makers have sprung into being. One of the largest is Mapquest.

I first came across ZZZ�PDSTXHVW�FRP when I was looking for on-line maps of the 
United States, several years ago. I was struck by the fact that the maps were displayed in what 
I would term a ‘diagrammatic’ form, rather than the rather more graphical display most of us 
are used to. I also recall some time later checking what their maps of Ireland were like, at that 
time the detail was only down to about county town level. Very recently I have looked again, 
and discovered the maps can now be zoomed down to give much more detail.

Indeed, not only Ireland, but most if not all of Europe are covered by maps of this detail. 
The breadth of countries mapped on this site range from Afghanistan to Zimbabwe, though 
the information given for the less developed ones is probably small. While at present there is 
room for considerable improvement, one can see the direction this technology is heading. 

It is an interesting question, to which at present I am puzzled as to the answer, as to just 
how this mapping information was gathered. I note that a firm called ‘Navigation 
Technologies B.V.’ is credited with a copyright. 

While, as hinted previously, the core base could have been derived from such as satellite 
derived maps, this is not necessarily so. Indeed, even if such a modern method was used, 
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place names would still have to be added. I note that for this country the location of post 
codes is available on the site. Although the location of most places is reasonably accurate, 
there are certainly some mistakes. For instance, villages being marked on the line of main 
roads, whereas in fact the road in question was never routed that way. One interesting clue as 
to the derivation of the maps, is to the type of names marked. In rural areas often country 
roads and lanes are marked with a name.

At first I thought these must have come from those given on OS street maps, as in some 
instances these can cover countryside. I find, though, that lanes are named in places not 
covered by generally on sale OS maps. One could question the value of the names marked. 
As one who has spent a fifty year period in a single rural location, I can say with some 
assurance, that while we may know the name of a lane or track within about a mile of us, 
much beyond two miles we would be unlikely to place accurately the location of a named 
lane. It is a safe bet that the majority of country dwellers, nowadays, are even less likely to be 
able to locate a lane by its name. Farm, and small habitation, names would be a better 
concept.

Misapplication of place names though is a minor criticism. This can readily be rectified. 
For the areas and countries that I have checked, the road layout, though rather too 
‘diagrammatic’ for my taste, is roughly accurate. Certainly good enough for ‘moving map’ 
displays. It is only when zooming in too close, i.e. down to street level, that Mapquest derived 
mapping becomes difficult to use. For Britain, I find two or three ‘stops’ out is about as large 
a scale as practical for present use. They will obviously have to improve on this as soon as 
possible. In this country particularly so, as even at present, Mapquest maps are able to 
roughly indicate the position of post codes.

I am sure fellow CCS members share my aversion to the maps most road users are 
prepared to put up with. I always look upon anyone who is using any map, other than one 
produced by the Ordnance Survey, with a degree of disdain. In truth, the majority of road 
users only need a map to indicate their present position, and the best method of finding their 
desired location. Not many users, I feel, are able to use an OS map in such a way that we can 
locate ourselves by a bend in the road, or the position of hills, as indicated by the contours.

In reality, non-OS derived mapping has a very long way to go before it reaches the 
excellence of the maps produced at Southampton, and also those from Belfast and Dublin. I 
trust that this quality will not be supplanted by mapping originating from satellite derived 
material. But it could happen.

7KH�/DQGUDQJHU�4XHVWLRQQDLUH�DQG
SRVVLEOH�����������PDS�FRQWHQW

5LFKDUG�2OLYHU

7KH�TXHVWLRQQDLUH
There must be many readers of 6KHHWOLQHV who are heartily sick by now both of complaints 
about deficiencies in the Ordnance Survey’s 1:50,000 /DQGUDQJHU mapping, and of constant 
urgings that OS should produce a national 1:100,000 map series, and I am fed up with writing 



11

about them. The excuse for yet another piece is that the 1:50,000 map is, at the time of 
writing (early November 2000), undergoing a thorough review. As part of this process, early 
in September a questionnaire was sent out to various organisations and individuals, including 
some members of the Charles Close Society, with a closing date for responses of 4 October. I 
was told early in June that this review would take place in the autumn, but in circumstances 
which I felt did not permit my making explicit reference to it when I wrote my comments on 
1:50,000 and 1:100,000 mapping in 6KHHWOLQHV ��. For this reason there is a reference to the 
necessity for a review and redesign of the 1:50,000, without stating that it would be well in 
hand by the time that 6KHHWOLQHV��� was printed.1

Although some of us therefore expected the review to take place, and it was intended to 
discuss the matter at a CCS Committee meeting on 30 September, we had not anticipated that 
it would be put in hand so soon: perhaps we define the start of autumn by the September 
equinox! In sending a copy of the questionnaire to me, OS said they were willing to send one 
to other members of the Charles Close Society: I accordingly sent them a list of names, based 
on those who I knew or was reasonably sure had an interest in the subject. I therefore 
apologise to those who were not sufficiently interested to wish to respond, and to those who 
would have been only too glad to complete the questionnaire, but were denied the chance.

The questionnaire covered the following: would the 1:50,000 /DQGUDQJHU benefit from 
changes to scale, accuracy, content, design, sheet lines, packaging or up-to-dateness? Does 
the mapping fit the description ‘general-purpose map’? Will the all-purpose map gain or lose 
out in the future to specialised maps and guides? How might the sales of paper maps be 
affected by the availability of mapping on electronic media? Are there any suggestions for 
promoting the mapping to potential users? Does experience suggest any change in sales 
distribution, to meet consumer needs better?

Many of us will have our own opinions on these. Two points on which I will briefly give 
you my own views are the all-purpose map versus the specialised map or guide, and the effect 
of electronic media.

The growth of the specialised map will surely to some extent depend on the availability 
to other publishers of OS data: if OS continues to refuse to allow its data to be used by others 
for mapping in the scale range 1:40,000-1:100,000 (a policy which goes back at least to 
1980), then this development is likely to be inhibited. It will also depend on how far mapping 
aimed primarily at one audience is usable for others: a good example of a ‘flexible’ special-
user map is Mike Harrison’s Herefordshire cycle map,2 a bad example is Goldeneye of 
Cheltenham mapping overprinted in purple for cyclists. A user who is a ‘specialist’ in one 
context is often a ‘generalist’ in another.

The effect of electronic media on paper maps, at any rate for way-finding out of doors, 
will surely depend in part on the availability in the future of a portable computer which 
weighs under a kilogram (2.2 lbs) but has a screen of nearly A4 size and can store a 
substantial part of Britain mapped to at least 1:50,000 standards, might include GPS 
capability, and is relatively cheap (no more than about £400 - £500 at present prices). An 
attractive option would be the ability to print off the Internet full-colour customised plots: this 
might dispose of the ‘1:100,000 problem’. It is also worth bearing in mind that people will 

1 Richard Oliver, ‘A disappointing morsel: so what next for OS 1:100,000 mapping?’, 6KHHWOLQHV ��, 18-22: the ‘review’ 
reference is at the bottom of page 20.

2 Reviewed in 6KHHWOLQHV ��, 5-6.
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often employ in their leisure older technology, so that the development of electronic versions 
of ‘leisure mapping’ might not have the same effect that the advent of the home computer has 
had on the humble portable typewriter. Many of us want to get away from computer screens 
in our spare time, not have yet more of them.
3RVVLEOH�����������PDS�FRQWHQW
In anticipation of the 1:100,00 becoming an option, early in August Gerry Jarvis (the CCS OS 
Consultative Committee representative) and I met to discuss a possible specification for a 
national 1:100,000 that could replace the 1:50,000: and at the risk of exhausting the patience 
of both Editor and readers, this is summarised below. The question was considered from the 
standpoint of a 1:100,000 being a general-user map, and on the assumption that the 1:25,000 
continues to be published substantially in its present form.

It would be desirable to publish the map in two versions, back-to-back: (1) Tourist, (2) 
‘sophisticated’ or Topographic. The Tourist and possibly the Topographic map would have 
layer-colouring. The Tourist version might follow closely the style of the recent Devon and 
Cornwall sheets; unless noted otherwise, the following suggestions for a specification are for 
the Topographic version.

The map would not be a ‘Rights of way’ (RoW) or ‘Access’ or ‘off road’ map SHU�VH, for 
which 1:25,000 would be the proper scale: there would be a clear distinction between the 
1:25,000 as an ‘areal’ map, which aims to show the terrain in as complete a form as possible 
(L�H�� including all possible roads and paths, field boundaries, land use and vegetation cover, 
access land, etc), and the 1:100,000 as a ‘linear’ or ‘route’ and general reference map, 
concentrating on routes usable by cyclists and faster wheeled users, contours, and the general 
distribution of building and woodland.

It is noted that urban areas are often cluttered with tourist symbols on both the 1:250,000 
and the two 1:100,000 derivatives of Devon and Cornwall: it should be an aim of at least the 
Topographic map to avoid this by if necessary wholesale omission of these in built-up areas.

&RPPXQLFDWLRQV
5RDG� FODVVLILFDWLRQ� to follow 1:50,000 practice, except that the fenced/unfenced 
distinction does not seem important at this scale.
/RQJ�'LVWDQFH�)RRWSDWKV��/'3V� may be important even at 1:100,000 for route-planning, 
though there is a danger that they would add ‘clutter’; both LDPs and cycle routes should 
appear on the Tourist version.
3XEOLF� 5LJKWV� RI�:D\� DQG� SDWKV� local paths to be omitted, but bridleways (usable by 
cyclists), Byways Open to All Traffic, and ‘white roads’ to be included.
&\FOH�URXWHV� should certainly be shown in rural areas, with numbers, as should surfaced 
cycle routes.
'DQJHU�DUHDV� not to be shown, as this is an aspect of ‘access land’, though it may be 
necessary to make provision for bridleways passing across Danger Areas.
5DLOZD\V� show stations open to passengers, tunnels, bridges and level crossings, but 
omit earthworks. The showing of urban tramway or light rapid transit systems where they 
run along streets in urban areas is open to question, on grounds of congestion. The 
narrow gauge distinction might be replaced by one between ‘ordinary’ and ‘tourist’ 
railways and the latter might be shown in the ‘tourist’ colour (see below).
(OHFWULFLW\�7UDQVPLVVLRQ�/LQHV� these should be shown, as landmarks.
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3LSHOLQHV� these should be omitted, as they are only shown when running above the 
surface, and in practice very few appear on the 1:50,000.
Bus stations, airports and heliports: to be included.

%XLOGLQJV
%XLOGLQJV� these should be shown in a generalised way, possibly in grey without casing.
&KXUFKHV� retain the threefold distinction of the 1:50,000, as those with steeples can be 
important landmarks. Chimneys and towers should likewise be shown, for the same 
reason.
*ODVVKRXVHV� to be distinguished. (Both showing them as ordinary buildings and omitting 
them might be confusing.)

2WKHU�IHDWXUHV
7R� EH� UHWDLQHG� public houses, quarries, telecommunication masts, town halls etc, 
windmills, wind farms.
7R�EH�RPLWWHG� coastguard stations, mile posts and stones, post offices, spoil heaps, trig. 
pillars, windpumps (very few now survive anyway).
*UDWLFXOH� show in border, but omit the intersections on the map face.
The value of golf course club houses is doubted: the entrance to the golf course is more 
important. Public conveniences might possibly be shown only on the Tourist map.

9HJHWDWLRQ�DQG�ODQG�XVH
:RRGV� the distinction of coniferous and non-coniferous can be useful when walking, as 
broadleaf woodland is usually penetrable whereas coniferous is not, but this is perhaps an 
‘off road’ use.
3DUNODQG� omit.
2UFKDUGV� problematic. Treating as woodland (as on some early 1930s OS 1:253,440 
aviation maps) might be misleading; it might be equally misleading to omit them.
µ5RXJK�SDVWXUH¶��HWF� omit. (Unlike woods or orchards, it does not have ‘landmark’ uses 
for road users.)
µ$FFHVV� ODQG¶� although Access Land generally would not be shown, there is a need to 
indicate houses owned by the National Trust or English Heritage or otherwise open to the 
public. This might be done by an arrow indicating the entrance. (The distinction of 
ownership seems questionable, as the important thing is access by the public.)

%RXQGDULHV
3XEOLF� DGPLQLVWUDWLYH� ERXQGDULHV�� questionable whether they need be shown at all. If 
they are (either just county and unitary authority boundaries, or else also district 
boundaries), then they might be shown in grey, as on recent 1:25,000 mapping.
1DWLRQDO�3DUNV��they should perhaps be confined to the Tourist version.

:DWHU
6KRZ��canals, lakes, reservoirs, footbridges, tide limits, fords, sand, mud, lighthouses (but 
omit distinction between those in use and disused).
2PLW��weirs, dry canals, beacons.
&OLIIV� DQG� VORSHV� either omit, or else use a general ‘slope’ indication, possibly by 
continuing and ‘closing up’ the contours to give a ‘shading’ effect.
0DUVK� should certainly show extensive ones, particularly when adjoining routes.
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)RUHVKRUH: distinction of sand, mud and shingle/rock should be retained, as this indicates 
‘going’.
6DQG�GXQHV��retain, particularly where extensive, e.g. Braunton Burrows.
)HUULHV��show both vehicular and passenger, where the latter take cycles.

$UFKDHRORJ\
There should be a general presumption in favour of showing only clearly visible remains. 
Thus ‘Course of Roman Road’, where not following an existing road or path, should 
certainly be omitted. Problem of particular concentrations of visible remains, e.g. hut 
circles on Dartmoor, might need study. There is a similar problem with deserted 
mediaeval village sites. Showing the course of old railways seems questionable. 
Battlefields might be omitted except when operated as a definite ‘tourist attraction’ with 
visitor centre, etc.

5RFN�IHDWXUHV
As these are ‘off road’, these could be shown by close contouring, similar to coastal 
cliffs. Many rock features tend to be ‘finicky’ even at 1:50,000, and the availability of a 
good 1:25,000 makes the necessity of showing this information at smaller scales surely at 
the least very questionable.

+HLJKWV
To be contoured at 20-metre intervals. Aim to retain all spot-heights shown on 1:50,000.

7RXULVW�LQIRUPDWLRQ
It would be desirable on the Topographic map that the tourist symbols should be printed 
(a) in a distinctive colour (purple/lilac is suggested), and (b) rather smaller than on the 
current 1:50,000. The aim should be to reduce ‘clutter’.
7R� EH� VKRZQ� RQ� ERWK� WKH� 7RSRJUDSKLF� DQG� WKH� 7RXULVW� YHUVLRQV� camp site, car parks, 
caravan sites, cathedrals, abbeys etc, castles and country houses, golf courses, picnic 
sites, ‘Selected places of tourist interest’, (by coloured lettering rather than by the 
highlighting used at present, which is a serious source of ‘clutter’), public and motoring 
organisation telephones, tourist information centres (distinguishing seasonal and all-year 
ones), youth hostels and ‘bunkhouses’.
7R�EH�VKRZQ�RQ�7RXULVW�PDS�RQO\� caves, country parks, craft centres, cycle trails, fishing, 
gardens, hang-gliding, hospitals with casualty facilities, museums, nature trails and 
reserves, park-&-rides, riding, sailing, skiing, sports centres, superstores, theme parks, 
veterinary hospitals, vineyards, ‘walks’, wind surfing.

2WKHU�IHDWXUHV�ZKLFK�PLJKW�EH�VKRZQ�
Schools (by symbol), garages in rural areas, police stations, road mileages (on Tourist 
map), primary routes (on Tourist map).

7HFKQLFDO�LQIRUPDWLRQ
The Topographic map might retain a scale of miles (but not yards), but that of nautical 
miles seems pointless. A grid reference explanation should be included, at least on the 
Topographic map. An adjoining sheet diagram is considered important. There should be a 
magnetic variation diagram, revision note and edition letter, and a note that all detail is 
mapped subject to limitations of scale, and that the mapping is not intended for certain 
uses, H�J� coastal navigation. The legend should be fully multi-lingual.
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'HVLJQ
*HQHUDO� there might be greater use of displaced symbols and ‘stalks’, to add clarity.

&RORXUV
/D\HU�FRORXUV� the aim should be a three-dimensional effect. Given the limited number of 
shades practicable for reading, changes of shade at every 100 metres to 1000 metres and 
thence at every 200 metres might answer, or alternatively a logarithmic scale of change 
might be tried.
:RRGV� to be shown by green symbols, without casing or additional tint.
&RORXU�FRGLQJ� RI� QDPHV� ‘tourist interest’ names to be in mauve/lilac/purple; water 
names to be in blue. Brown might be tried for physical features (but would certainly be 
problematic with layer colouring). ‘Cultural’ names might be in upright and water and 
physical names in sloping lettering.
7RXULVW�V\PEROV�DQG�QDPHV� mauve/lilac/purple
&\FOLQJ�LQIRUPDWLRQ� in green. Cycle routes following roads should be shown by dashes 
which stay within the casing of the road.
&RQWRXUV� dark grey, as on the OS Ireland 1:50,000, might be tried.

However, whether any of this is anything more than discussion will presumably have to await 
the outcome of the /DQGUDQJHU Review.

:DOHV�RQ�WHQ�VKHHWV��D�ZD\�IRUZDUG�IRU�WKH�/DQGUDQJHU
&KULV�+LJOH\

With the completion of ([SORUHU and 2XWGRRU�/HLVXUH cover, Wales now has a superb map 
for the walker, covering the whole country in 40 sheets. One would expect a 1:50,000 sheet, 
at half the scale, to cover four times the area – all Wales on ten sheets.  Instead we must buy 
23 /DQGUDQJHU sheets. This is simply not providing the same value for money.  I would love a 
general map of the whole country, but I can’t afford it.  I make do with the 7UDYHOPDVWHU
sheet and just buy the ([SORUHUV I really need. How then to increase /DQGUDQJHU�sales?

$�SRSXODU�HGLWLRQ
Ordnance Survey prints a double-sided 0DSSLQJ� LQGH[ in colour and can afford to give it 
away free.  What about taking the existing /DQGUDQJHU sheets, scrapping the card covers, and 
producing a cheaper edition, with the cover simply printed on one panel of the folded sheet, 
in the same format as the 0DSSLQJ�LQGH[?  This would look clearly less expensive than the 
Explorers and would be priced accordingly, say £2.50 for a single sheet or £4.00 for a two-
sided double sheet.  The advantage of retaining existing scale, content and sheet lines is that 
military and civil users of the flat sheets would be largely unaffected by the new format.
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%R[HG�VHWV
Having produced a cheaper map, one can then increase sales by offering, in addition to the 
single sheets, a smarter product: boxed sets of, say, six to twelve individual sheets, together 
with a separate gazetteer, sold together in a cardboard slip case at a small discount to the total 
cost of the individual sheets.

I would immediately rush out and buy a twelve sheet, South Wales set at £25.00 – and 
put the North Wales box on my Christmas present list.  It would be interesting to test the idea 
by marketing a trial box of existing /DQGUDQJHUV for a suitable area, say Birmingham, 
Oxford, Shakespeare Country and the North Cotswolds (Sheets 139, 150, 151, 163 and 164) 
at, perhaps, £20.00 for the set in current format.

$�FKDQJH�RI�VFDOH
Of course, Ordnance Survey KDV produced a ten sheet general map of Wales, the pre-war 
half-inch. The wartime German enlargements of these sheets gave a very usable 1:100,000 
map.

Any smaller scale, general map must be based on a reduction of the 1:50,000, retaining at 
least National Grid, all motorable roads and a reasonable contour interval. An enlarged 
motoring map, like the recent Devon and Cornwall 1:100,000 sheets, simply does not provide 
sufficient detail to be acceptable. I suggest considering a 1:80,000 replacement /DQGUDQJHU
series. Despite not being a standard scale, this is close to the geometric mean between the 
1:25,000 and 1:250,000 maps. It would permit the great majority of 1:50,000 detail to be 
retained, while allowing a generous 64 km × 64 km coverage on a standard sized sheet.

Now the whole of Wales at 1:80,000, in a boxed set of ten single or five double-sided 
sheets, for £20.00: that is a general map to dream about!

6:$16($
1HDWK
3RUW�7DOERW 3RQW\SULGG

1(:3257

%DUU\3HQDUWK
&DHUSKLOO\

&$5',))

/ODQHOOL
0HUWK\U�7\GILO (EEZ�9DOH

3RQW\SRRO

&ROZ\Q�%D\

:5(;+$0

%UHFRQ

:HOVKSRRO

1HZWRZQ

%XLOWK�:HOOV

/ODQGRYHU\

&DUPDUWKHQ

3HPEURNH

+DYHUIRUGZHVW

)LVKJXDUG
&DUGLJDQ

$%(5<67:<7+

0DFK\QOOHWK

'ROJHOODX

&DHUQDUYRQ
%$1*25 'HQELJK

%ULGJHQG

/DPSHWHU

6XJJHVWHG�VKHHW�OLQHV�IRU�
D����������JHQHUDO�PDS�



17

6RPH�QRWHV�RQ�RQH�LQFK�PDSSLQJ�SURGXFHG�IRU
FLYLOLDQ�XVH�GXULQJ�WKH�6HFRQG�:RUOG�:DU

5RJHU�+HOO\HU
This paper is intended to complement what I wrote in 6KHHWOLQHV 481, which dealt with all 
small-scale mapping available during the Second World War years, focusing especially on the 
half-inch map. We will concentrate now on one-inch mapping, specifically what are 
familiarly known as the “outline and water” versions of the Popular and Fifth Editions. The 
full picture would also include the few pre-war civilian maps reprinted during the war years, 
and the coloured Second War Revisions and War Revisions put on sale to the public in “Sales 
Copy” format; for further information on those the interested reader is referred to the earlier 
article.2

7KH�SROLF\
First a brief discussion of the policy issues leading to the publication of these maps might be 
of interest. By 1941 the shortage of small-scale maps available for civilian use was becoming 
critical, and the massive concentration of the Ordnance Survey on producing maps for 
military use, including the gridded one-inch maps for the home countries in War Revision, 
then Second War Revision, had left little spare capacity to deal with this problem earlier. The
outline and water editions were produced, therefore, essentially to alleviate in as speedy a 
way as possible an urgent demand from the public services, including departments of 
government such as the Ministry of Town and Country Planning.3 Thus their use by the 
public was almost incidental, and any sheets that ended up on public sale were presumably 
surplus to official requirements. Not until 1943, with the introduction of Second War and 
War Revision mapping with “Sales Copy” stamps or stickers, was there a specific policy of 
making small-scale maps available again for the non-official use of civilians.

Secondly, it may be that the publication of the outline and water Popular and Fifth 
Editions was the Ordnance Survey’s response once commencing publication of the New 
Popular Edition in 1940-41 had been forbidden them. Richard Oliver discusses in his 
introduction to his New Popular Edition booklet4 the various endeavours of the Ordnance 
Survey to persuade the War Office both to use the National Grid itself during the war, and, 
having failed in that, to permit the Ordnance Survey to sell the New Popular Edition, 
complete with the new National Grid (known at the time as the Ordnance Survey Grid), to the 
public. The fundamental problem to both parties was the risk of confusion between the 
National Grid and the War Office Cassini Grid – the Ordnance Survey did not want to see the 
military grid in use by the public, and the War Office saw it as dangerous if mapping with the 
National Grid destined for civilian use got into the hands of military personnel. The debate 

1 Roger Hellyer, “Some notes on the civilian use of Ordnance Survey small scale mapping during the Second World 
War”, 6KHHWOLQHV �� (April 1997), 45-57.

2 For more extensive information on the sheets recorded in “Sales Copy” format, see Roger Hellyer, 2UGQDQFH�6XUYH\�
6PDOO�VFDOH�0DSV��,QGH[HV������������� Kerry, David Archer, 1998.

3 There are references to these matters in the minutes of the periodical conferences of the Director General. I am obliged 
to Dr Ian Mumford for information about this.

4 Richard Oliver, $�JXLGH�WR�WKH�2UGQDQFH�6XUYH\�2QH�LQFK�1HZ�3RSXODU�(GLWLRQ� London, Charles Close Society, 2000, 
8-10.
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continued between Ordnance Survey and War Office into the autumn of 1941, and on 11 
September even reached the dizzy heights of the Commander in Chief, Home Forces, 
himself.5 His response, written the same day, was unequivocal: 

That maps correctly gridded should be on sale to the public is obviously undesirable, and 
in consequence it is urgently requested that the maps to be issued by the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Fisheries should not be permitted to have a grid. 

Six days later the official War Office response was passed on to the Ordnance Survey 6: 
There is general agreement that, from an operational point of view, the issue to the public 

of the “new popular” edition of the 1" to mile map of Great Britain carrying the Ordnance 
Survey Grid is definitely dangerous, owing to risk of confusion with map references on the 
W.O. grid. Will you therefore arrange as a matter of urgency, in consultation with the 
Ministry of Agriculture and the Director General of the Ordnance Survey, that the issue of 1" 
maps carrying the O.S. grid should be discontinued … You will note that C.-in-C. Home 
Forces, has recommended, for security reasons, that maps issued by the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Fisheries should carry no grid at all. 
One month later, in October, the first Popular Edition sheets, printed in black outline and blue 
water only, and without any grid or squaring system whatever, were published. By August 
1942 coverage was complete. Was this coincidence, or cause and effect?

7KH�PDSV
The map lists that follow commenced as two separate cartobibliographical exercises. I started 
with the premise that during World War II the whole of Great Britain was covered by two-
colour one-inch mapping, produced in print runs of one thousand principally for official (non-
military) use, issue commencing in October 1941. In Scotland the entire Popular Edition 
would plainly have been required, though in fact it was soon obvious that War Revision 
rather than civilian originals (and, for the majority, the new editions employing the “Black 
Arrow marginalia”) were selected, perhaps because they incorporated any ARP revision made 
in the late 1930s. In England and Wales the casual acquisitions of the collector taught me that 
not only were Popular Edition originals used, but both small and large sheet Fifth Editions as 
well. But was the programme to issue all the Popular Editions and all the current Fifth 
Editions as well, or was it to cover the entire country in a mixture of Popular and Fifth? When 
there was a choice, was it Fifth Edition sheets that were selected? It gradually became 
apparent that the answer to the first question was no, half of southern England was never 
covered by Popular Edition sheets. And no, not all the Fifth Edition sheets that could have 
been used were used. But was there any logic to those which were selected, or was it an 
accidental product of an emergency situation?

The second exercise began, as so often, with a prod from Richard Oliver, in this case in 
the direction of the Public Record Office and the unpublished wartime annual reports of the 
Ordnance Survey. There are entries in the four reports 1941-42, 1942-43, 1943-44, 1944-457

listing civilian outline editions at the one-inch and other scales, published or reprinted. In at 
least two of these are included lists of outline War (and Second War) Revision outline 

5 A later typed copy of this correspondence appears in PRO OS 1/219, ff37b.
6 The document was written by Lieutenant Colonel Sugden of M.O.1 and sent to G.S.G.S.
7 These were unpublished, mostly typed, and now in the Public Record Office. The 1941-42 report is at PRO OS 1/140, 

1942-43 at OS 1/141, 1943-44 at OS 1/173, 1944-45 at OS 1/201. These lists are summarised as Appendix 1.
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editions. Did these form part of the same publication programme as the civilian? Their 
inclusion in such a source led me to suspect so, furthermore that they may actually have been 
made for civil, not for military use. While I still have no documentary evidence that this is 
so8, I can state categorically that I have never recorded a copy without the words “Sales 
Copy” stamped or stuck on, even on copies in military collections. There is further evidence, 
in that first issues of the outline War and Second War Revisions are listed a second time, in 
the periodical Ordnance Survey publication reports.9 Curiously the civilian sheets never 
appeared in this source – either they were classified as reprints rather than publications, or, 
since their purpose was principally for official rather than private use, they may not have been 
considered “published” at all.

In bringing these various strands together, I wanted to investigate how close the 
correspondence was between the known printings of the outline and water editions and the 
lists in the Ordnance Survey annual reports. Their year runs from 1 April to 31 March, so one 
would expect printings, for instance, of January 1942, though perhaps not February or March, 
to appear in the 1941-42 report. The evidence of the tables that follow reveal indeed a high 
degree of compatibility, with a few notable exceptions. One is the lack of any reference to the 
final cluster of Popular Edition sheets published in 1946, which are not recorded in any 
source that I have seen. Secondly the final pair of Second War Revisions, 43 and 80, are not 
listed. Thirdly there is something consistently odd about the reporting of the early Fifth 
Edition sheets, all of which seem to have been listed in the 1942-43 report, even those printed 
as early as January 1942. The 1941-42 report does list four sheets, 115 (probably erroneous 
anyway), 118, 127 and 128. The last three appear again in 1942-43, my guess is as duplicate 
entries. Fourthly there is a problem with the lists in the 1944-45 report, which offer 22 
published War Revisions (in fact mostly Second War Revisions even though they are not so 
described, but let that pass), and 24 reprinted Popular Edition numbers. Fifteen of these are 
common to both lists: sheets 11, 19, 31, 37, 72, 82, 83, 84, 91, 95, 102, 106, 107, 109, 110. Is 
it feasible that so many sheets would have been published in the same year in two different 
formats? Herein surely has to lie a major error in reporting. Every one of these cases 
corresponds with a newly published outline Second War Revision (some, of course, using 
Fifth Edition base mapping); there is not a single instance of a Popular Edition recorded. All 
of these are listed again in the periodical publication reports as Second War Revisions. 
Furthermore, none of the other sheets in the Popular Edition reprint list, 36, 42, 45, 54, 61, 
62, 92, 105, 112, have yet been recorded as Popular Editions, but most of them are known as 
reprints of Second War Revisions (and, being reprints, are not listed in the publication 
reports). Printings during this year of sheets 36 and 112 are as yet unknown in any form. A 
similar apparent duplication exists in the same report between War Revision publications and 
the list of Fifth Edition reprints, where, among others, appear sheets 118, 119 and 125. The 
first two are known in War Revision, the last in Second War Revision (to be quite precise 
using Fifth Edition mapping though on Popular Edition sheet lines), though none in Fifth 
Edition form. For me the law of averages here speaks volumes.

8 PRO OS 1/219 is unfortunately silent on the subject.
9 The abbreviations used here for the relevant reports are: 10/43 (1 to 31 October 1943), 1943/4 (1 November 1943 to 

31 January 1944), 1944/1 (1 February to 31 March 1944), 1944/3 (1 July to 30 September 1944), 1944/4 (1 October to 
31 December 1944), 1945/1 (1 January to 31 March 1945), 1945/2 (1 April to 30 June 1945). These lists are 
summarised as Appendix 2.



20

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8
9 10 11

12

13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21
22

23
24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31

32

33

34 35

36 37 38 39 40

41 42 43 44 45

46 47 48 49 50 51

52 53 54 55 56 57 58

59 60
61 62 63 64

65 66 67

69 70 71 72 73 74 75

76
77 78 79 80 81

82 83 84 85 86

87 88 89

90 91 92

4/42

4/42

4/42

6/42

3/42

3/42

3/42

3/42

3/42

5/42

5/42

5/42

5/42

5/42

5/42

5/42

5/42

5/42

5/42

5/42

5/42

5/42

5/42

5/42

5/42

5/42 5/42

5/42

5/42

6/42

6/42

6/42

6/42

6/42

7/42

1/42

2/42

2/42

2/42

2/42 2/42

2/42

2/42

10/41 8/42 1/42

6/42

6/426/42

6/42

6/42

6/42

1/42 1/42 2/42 3/42

11/41

11/41

5/42

5/42

5/42

5/42

5/4210/41

10/41 10/41

2/42 3/42

3/42

3/425/42

5/42

5/42 5/425/42

5/42

11/41

11/41

68

1/42 1/42

������� 3/42 3/42

2/42 6/42

6/426/42

11/41 2/42 8/42

8/4210/41

3RSXODU�(GLWLRQ�RI�6FRWODQG
³RXWOLQH�DQG�ZDWHU´�VKHHWV



21

144

139
130 131

142

134 135

1 2

3 4

5 6 7

8
9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16

17 18
19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32 33 34

35 36 37 38 39 40

41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48

49 50 51 52 53 54 55 56 57 58

59 60 61 62 63 64 65 66 67

68 69 70 71 72 73 74 75 76 77

78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87

88
89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98

99 100 101 102 103 104 105

109 111 112 113 115 116
117

120 121 122 125 126

3RSXODU�(GLWLRQ�RI�(QJODQG�DQG�:DOHV
³RXWOLQH�DQG�ZDWHU´�VKHHWV

10/41 11/41

11/418/42

8/42

8/42

8/42

8/42

8/42 11/41 11/41

11/41

11/41

11/41

11/41

11/41

11/41

11/4111/41

11/41 11/41

11/41

11/41 11/41

11/41

11/41

11/41

11/41

11/41

11/41

11/41

11/41 11/41

11/41

11/41

11/41

11/41

11/41

11/41

11/41

11/41 11/41

11/41

11/41

11/41

11/41

11/41

11/41

11/4111/41
11/41

11/41 11/41

11/41 11/41

11/41

11/41

11/41

11/41

11/41

11/41

11/4111/41

11/4111/411/42

1/42

1/42

12/41 12/41

12/41

12/41 12/41

12/4112/41

12/41

12/41
12/41 12/41

12/41 12/41

12/41

12/41

1/42 1/42

6/42

6/42

6/42

6/42

4/42 1/42

�������

�������

�������

�������

10/41 3/42

3/42

3/42

1/42 4/42

4/42

4/42

3/42

10/41

10/41

10/41 10/41

10/41

10/41

10/41

10/41

10/41

10/41

10/41

10/41

10/41

10/41

10/41

�������

1/42

1/42

3/42

�������

There are some other inconsistencies. A record of a printing so far not found may of 
course be just that, or may possibly represent a second reference to a known printing, by no 
means unknown in Ordnance Survey publication reports. One is always confronted here with 
the impossibility of proving a negative, but the aforementioned sheets 118, 127 and 128 may 
be instances of this – indeed if one assumes that all the references to sheet 118 translate into 
separate printings, the inference to be drawn is that there are four outline and water Fifths and 
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one War Revision, a scarcely plausible total. On the other hand, some printings were certainly 
not listed, even in the earlier publication reports – there is no record of, for instance, one of 
the first two 6W�$OEDQV printings. There may of course be others of which we know nothing. In 
the case of England sheets 17, 34, 121, 132, there is a mismatch between known printing and 
documentary record, which may be accounted for by delayed printing, publication or 
reporting of the known issue, or on the other hand no reporting of the known issue, and the 
existence of an earlier issue not so far recorded. Sheet 115, in the 1941-42 report as a Fifth 
Edition sheet, but recorded as a Popular, was probably an error in listing. So too the second 
sheet 139 reference, the other way round. But then, perhaps not. I was convinced that the 
Popular Edition sheet 142 (Isle of Wight) would also be an error, especially since issued later 
than the large sheet Fifth Sheet 141, which engulfs it – that is, until I found a copy. And it is 
still possible that sheet 144 indeed exists in both Popular and Fifth Edition formats, though I 
have yet to see the Popular Edition. In this case there are entries in the reports for both.

As to the sources of the civilian England and Wales maps, in the Popular Edition areas 
this usually proves to be War Revision material, the chief indicator of which is the inclusion 
of Air Raid Precaution (ARP) revision. Indeed it is fascinating to note that two sheets, 6 and 
48, not recorded in War Revision, are published here with ARP revision.10 However several 
still use Popular Edition source material, even in major conurbations like Liverpool where an 
abundance of ARP revision had been collected and drawn. Why this was ignored in some 
cases is unclear, but it may be connected in some way with whatever reproduction material 
was still available following the extensive damage at London Road on 30 November and 
1 December 1940. Examination of the sheet content is vital to establish whether War 
Revision or Popular Edition was the source, since the marginalia in both cases remains 
essentially Popular Edition, though with many standard elements deleted. Another indicator 
may be the survival, or otherwise, of the two-inch alpha-numeric blocks in the borders. This 
has yet to be fully tested, but almost without exception11 among the known first printings, 
these blocks survive in the borders of Popular Edition based sheets, but have been deleted 
from those based on War Revision. Among later issues two exceptions have been noted. 
There is a group of interesting cases which contains ARP revision in one printing and not in 
another, thus are based on War Revision on the one hand, on Popular Edition on the other. 
Sheets 41 and 93, both first published with ARP revision, were both reissued in September 
1942 as Popular Editions, and with adjusted borders, so conforming with the normal pattern. 
But with sheets 51 and 82, the 1000/11/41 LR printings are based on War Revision, with 
ARP revision; the reissues, remarkably both 800/2/43 LR printings, have borders still void of 
alpha-numeric blocks.12 However they are Popular Edition based, without ARP revision. 
Indeed the Popular Edition print code 4040 M39 R39 is still evident on sheet 82. In the case 
of one Scottish (78) and one English (105) sheet, it is apparent that the print code of the War 
Revision precursor survived onto the outline and water printing.13 Fifth Edition sheets, being 
the product of the Fourth Revision, were much more up to date than the Popular Editions 
anyway. Even so, when reprints were required in 1944 of sheets in the south-western block of 

10 This may well be construed as evidence that these two sheets were indeed prepared for publication in War Revision, 
even though they are not yet recorded as such.

11 Of the sheets so far recorded only sheet 125 is exceptional; it has no alpha-numeric border, but also no ARP revision.
12 Sheet 103, another sheet reprinted in the same batch, may have been treated similarly. 
13 So far the War Revision WO 20,000/9/41 LR printing of England sheet 105 has not been recorded, though it is listed in 

documentary sources.
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eleven, War Revision issues of sheets 118, 119 and 145 were chosen rather than Fifth 
Edition, doubtless for any additional ARP revision shown. In this area War Revision was of 
course on Fifth Edition sheet lines, and there were no issues of Second War Revision.

Was there a discernible pattern to the specific sheets selected to cover southern England, 
where there was a choice between the Popular Edition and sometimes two versions of the 
Fifth Edition? Since their revision was more up to date, Fifth Edition sheets should logically 
have been used wherever possible. With no complete Fifth Edition coverage of Kent and East 
Sussex, Popular Edition sheets 115, 116, 117, 125, 126, 134, 135 were of course essential. 
But in addition to these, sheets 111, 112, 113, 120, 121, 122, 130, 131, 139, 142 certainly 
were issued, and 144 reportedly issued. As to the Fifth Edition, there was no place on the 
fringes of its area for sheets 93, 95, 96 and 102, and sheet 115, though reported, was probably 
not made. Scarcely surprisingly, 6W�$OEDQV and /RQGRQ were preferred to sheets 106 and 114. 
Most intriguingly, sheet 112 also appears to have been omitted. Why this should have been so 
is a mystery to me, but it does explain the continuing need for Popular Edition sheets 111 and 
112. But why Popular 113, 121 and 122? Indeed they cover some of the Fifth 112 area, but 
nothing that is not also accommodated by the overlaps from Fifth 113, 130 and 131. And why 
the others, 120, 130, 131, 139, 142, 144, all wholly covered by Fifth Edition sheets? The 
explanation with 120, 130, 131 and 139 – and indeed probably also 113, 121, and 122 –
perhaps lies in the fact that they could be published earlier than the Fifth Edition sheets, in 
late 1941, though why this should have been found practicable or necessary in some cases 
and not in others is unclear. Once the Fifth Edition sheets were ready, they were probably 
cancelled. Sheet 142, apparently printed later than Fifth Edition 141, is a real curiosity. There 
remains the intriguing prospect of a Popular Edition sheet 144, deep in the Fifth Edition’s south 
western stronghold – published, if at all, earlier than its Fifth Edition replacement.

Between Fifth Edition 132 (printed February 1942) and Popular Edition 125 (printed 
January 1942) there remained an inconvenient strip of land some half a mile wide which 
could only be covered by Popular Edition 124 or Fifth Edition 125. The latter was selected, 
printed in May 1942.

One may deduce the following sequence of events from the print codes on these maps. 
The publication programme began in October 1941 in both England and Scotland, and all 
sheets were apparently published in print runs of one thousand.14 Print codes were initially on 
the black plate; the earliest sheets where they appeared on the blue were issued in November 
1941, and by 1942 this was standard practice on both Popular and Fifth Edition sheets. The 
earliest recorded Fifth Edition sheets date from January 1942. All first printing was 
undertaken at the Ordnance Survey’s London Road offices in Southampton. The programme 
was completed by August 1942, by which time reprinting of some sheets was already under 
way, the work still being done at London Road. However, no Popular Edition sheets were 
reprinted in southern England where Fifth Edition coverage was able to replace them. The 
flow of reprints continued until February 1943, when suddenly it appears to have ceased for 
four months.15

14 However, there remain a few first printings to be found: 46, 81, 97, 109, 144. I am also assuming the 15,000 print code 
on Scotland 78 and 20,000 on England 105 – and indeed the September 1941 printing date on this sheet – to be 
anomalous.

15 The 1943-44 report also lists four Popular Edition reprints not so far recorded, 44, 63, 72, 109. Their publication dates, 
once known, may necessitate revision of this summary of events.
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This cessation may well have coincided with the reintroduction of coloured one-inch 
mapping to the civilian market, in the form, where possible, of Second War Revision sheets. 
The decision to do so had been taken late in 1942.16 The misgivings of Director General 
MacLeod about the use by civilians of the War Office Cassini Grid – an integral feature of 
the Second War Revision black plate – were evidently overcome: much more of value was 
the precise detail offered in the Second War Revision compared with the crude hatched areas 
of the first. However, where they were lacking, War Revision sheets were made available, 
initially with the overprinted grid omitted, especially in Scotland. Later on ordinary gridded 
War Revision sheets were also released, probably as much to use up superseded stocks as for 
any other reason. Coloured mapping of this kind was to remain available until publication 
was completed of the New Popular Edition in 1947 and the Scotland Popular in 1948.17 The 
first sheets to be published as sales copies were announced in the Ordnance Survey 
publication report covering the period January to May 1943, feasibly therefore in February 
when outline printing stopped. From this point on the significance of the outline map 
fundamentally altered, from being the only one-inch map available to civilians, to resuming 
its more habitual function as the outline option to a coloured map, albeit on thin paper.

Reprinting of the civilian outline and water map resumed by July 1943, with sheet 70 in 
Chessington, and in August sheet 31 in Waddon, the only sheet known to have been printed 
there, though there may be others among the four other reprints reported for this period not so 
far recorded. Then in September 1943 there was a radical change of direction which brought 
the outline map into line with the coloured. Outline and water printings of Second War 
Revision mapping began, and, in Popular Editions areas, the civilian style ceased. This 
continued throughout 1944 and 1945. The War Office Cassini Grid, of course, formed an 
integral part of these printings, also the newly designed “Black Arrow” marginalia. In the far 
south west, where War Revision was on Fifth Edition sheet lines and Second War Revision 
never undertaken, some War Revision sheets were published as part of the same programme. 
So far as can be deduced from the print codes (and only three sheets are silent on the matter) 
all the printing was done at Chessington. No longer was the standard print run 1000, even in 
February that had reduced to 800; from now on 600 was the standard print run (with a lower 
demand for five sheets of 400 in November 1943), presumably as a reflection of the coloured 
map’s availability. This suggests that the 2000 in the print code of sheet 49 is again 
anomalous, and survives from the Second War Revision coloured sheet from which it derives. 
The printing of the outline and water War and Second War Revisions appears to be wholly 
independent of the coloured editions which were required for military purposes – there is no 
evidence, for instance, of run-on printing (as there was with several of the ungridded coloured 
War Revisions) at the end of a long military print run. Furthermore there are eleven sheets 

16 There is a letter in PRO OS 1/219, dated 9 September 1942 from Director General MacLeod to GSGS: “…no one-inch 
maps of England and Wales, other than a small number of Outline Editions, have been available to civil departments or 
to the Government for nearly two years … There have, however, been numerous demands for the map … It seems that 
the only practicable way of making a one-inch map available for civil use is to place the present military edition on 
sale. I have been anxious to avoid doing this, in order to prevent the military grid coming into civil use. … I would 
accordingly propose that when one-inch sheets are being reprinted for Home Forces, a number of extra copies should 
be printed for the Ordnance Survey’s own use. The extra printing involved is estimated at only about 5 per cent so that 
no great delay in meeting Service requirements is likely to be caused.” The initial intention was to add “Civil Edition” 
to such stock, but in the end “Sales Copy” was stamped or stuck on, this in order to discourage military personnel from 
selling their free supply to the public. 

17 $�GHVFULSWLRQ�RI�2UGQDQFH�6XUYH\�6PDOO�6FDOH�0DSV�Chessington, Ordnance Survey, 1947, 5.
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made in Second War Revision in outline and water only, 29, 41, 42, 52, 61, 62, 81, 82, 92, 
100, 109 (all Popular Edition based sheets), for which there is no coloured equivalent at all. 
There is documentary evidence, however, that sheet 109 got to proof stage as a coloured map, 
and one must assume that, had hostilities continued longer, the programme of publishing 
coloured Second War Revisions would have been more complete.18

Events were somewhat different with Fifth Edition mapping. Other than in the far south 
west, publication of Fifth Edition sheets continued into 1944, and at the same time – even in 
the same place – Second War Revision sheets may also be published. One of the most 
obvious incidents of duplication was the issue of sheet 113 in November 1943 – 600 (large 
sheet) Fifth Edition sheets as well as 400 Second War Revision (on Popular Edition sheet 
lines wholly within the Fifth Edition sheet 113 area). Another example is the issue of the 
Second War Revision sheet 106, wholly duplicated by in-print Fifth Edition 6W�$OEDQV and 
/RQGRQ sheets. A further innovation in 1944 was the introduction of a third colour to the 
outline printings, as a grey plate for woodland was incorporated. This merely replicated the 
green woodland plate of coloured Fifth Edition mapping, and thus affected only Fifth Edition 
printings and War and Second War Revision issues based on Fifth Edition mapping. Printing 
in this style all took place in Chessington. Finally in this context, reference should be made to 
two non-standard 1944 printings of the /RQGRQ Fifth Edition special sheet. On both these the 
Yard Grid survives, whether by accident or design I have been unable to determine. One of 
them (844/Ch) has both outline and water plate in black, the other (3044/Ch) outline in black 
and water in blue. There may of course be further unrecorded permutations, even woods in 
grey.

Lastly, eleven northern England sheets, 7, 21, 31, 32, 35, 36, 44, 46, 53, 54, 72, were 
reprinted in 1946, doubtless to serve some short term need prior to the publication of the New 
Popular Edition. Six of these were in print runs of 800 done at Crabwood, five of 400, 
printing location unspecified. It is interesting that for this purpose the Ordnance Survey 
reverted to Popular Edition printings, complete with the alpha-numeric two-inch blocks in 
their borders. Now that the National Grid was in use in the public domain, it was no doubt 
considered preferable to avoid the reprinting of any further Second War Revision maps and 
so exacerbate confusion with their different grid. These were the final standard Popular 
Edition sheets to be printed, and extended the life of this map series to 27 years overall.

6SHFLILFDWLRQ
The standard specification was for two colour printing, outline in black and water in blue. In 
1944 a third colour, woods in grey, was added on some Fifth Edition based sheets. Grids and 
squaring systems were deleted where feasible, though the two-inch blocks in the border 
survived on Popular Edition sheets apparently not derived from War Revision, and many 
Yard Grid values survived in Fifth Edition borders. There is an anomaly with Scotland sheet 
79, War Revision based, but still with an alpha-numeric border. The War Office Cassini Grid 
is present on Second War Revision sheets. What seems not to have been consistent was the 
weight of the paper used, which ranges from about 70-75 gsm to 152 gsm. The existence of 
the blue sea plate is also apparently inconsistent. It is present on all War Revision based 
sheets, therefore including all Scottish coastal sheets; it may or may not be present on English 
Popular Edition based sheets. The following is not a detailed listing of all details of 

18 It only ground to a halt in 1944 with the issue of sheet 99 in January and 93 in August.
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specification: omitted are the full details of Ordnance Survey imprint and revision 
information, or what survives of it, magnetic variation on England and Wales maps, paper 
weight, blue plate details, surviving print codes from earlier states. This list is merely 
intended to identify all known states and their derivation.

&DUWRELEOLRJUDSK\
Scotland 

Sheets 86 and 89, which also formed part of the England and Wales series, were made from 
Popular Edition source maps. All the others use GSGS 3908 War Revision source material, 
sheets 28 and 47 with their original Popular Edition marginalia, the remainder in the 
redesigned format with the new standardised marginalia and the “Black Arrow” magnetic 
variation diagram. The occasional survival of the GSGS number, War Office imprint and 
adjoining sheet diagram was presumably accidental. 

&ROXPQV
1. Sheet number.
2. AN: sheets with an alpha-numeric map border.
3. Colour plates. OW: outline in black, and water in blue.
4. Print code. Remnants of earlier print codes are disregarded.
5. Ordnance Survey publication date. These are not always coincident with those on War 

Revision sheets.
6. Magnetic variation date.
7. War Office publication date (where it survives, of the original GSGS 3908 edition).
8. Ordnance Survey annual report references. See footnote 6.
9. Location of copies, usually British Library at Maps 7330 (177). Issues marked MOD have 

not been found, but details are taken from an old Ministry of Defence card catalogue. For 
other locations see the England and Wales list.
� � � � � � � � �
1 OW 1000/4/42 LR 1941 1/42 1942-43 BL
2 OW 1000/4/42 LR 1942 1/42 1942-43 BL
3 OW 1000/4/42 LR 1941 1/42 1942-43 BL
4 OW 1000/6/42 LR 1941 1/42 1942-43 BL
5 OW 1000/3/42 LR 1942 1/42 1942-43 BL
6 OW 1000/3/42 LR 1942 1/42 1942-43 BL
7 OW 1000/5/42 LR 1941 1/42 1942-43 BL
8 OW 1000/5/42 LR 1941 1/42 1942-43 BL
9 OW 1000/5/42 LR 1941 1/42 1942-43 BL

10 OW 1000/5/42 LR 1942 1/42 1942-43 BL
11 OW 1000/5/42 LR 1941 1/42 1942-43 BL
12 OW 1000/6/42 LR 1941 1/42 1933 1942-43 BL
13 OW 1000/5/42 LR 1942 1/42 1942-43 BL
14 OW 1000/7/42 LR 1941 1/42 1942-43 BL
15 OW 1000/5/42 LR 1941 1/42 1942-43 BL
16 OW 1000/6/42 LR 1942 1/42 1942-43 BL
17 OW 1000/5/42 LR 1941 1/42 1942-43 BL
18 OW 1000/6/42 LR 1941 1/42 1933 1942-43 BL
19 OW 1000/5/42 LR 1942 1/42 1942-43 BL
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� � � � � � � � �
20 OW 1000/5/42 LR 1941 1/42 not listed BL
21 OW 1000/3/42 LR 1941 1/42 1942-43 BL
22 OW 1000/3/42 LR 1941 1/42 1933 1941-42 BL
23 OW 1000/1/42 LR 1941 1/42 1941-42 BL
24 OW 1000/6/42 LR 1941 1/42 1942-43 BL
25 OW 1000/5/42 LR 1941 1/42 1933 1942-43 BL
26 OW 1000/2/42 LR 1941 1/42 1941-42 BL
27 OW 1000/5/42 LR 1942 1/42 1942-43 BL
28 OW 1000/10/41 LR - 1/41 1941-42 BL
29 OW 1000/8/42 LR nd 1/42 1942-43 BL
30 OW ?1000/1/42 LR ?1/42 1941-42 MOD
31 OW 1000/3/42 LR 1941 1/42 1941-42 RML
32 OW 1000/6/42 LR 1941 1/42 1933 1942-43 BL
33 OW 1000/5/42 LR 1941 1/42 1942-43 PC
34 OW ?1000/5/42 LR ?1/42 1942-43 MOD
35 OW 1000/2/42 LR 1941 1/42 1941-42 BL
36 OW 1000/6/42 LR 1941 1/42 1942-43 BL
37 OW 1000/1/42 LR 1941 1/42 1941-42 BL
38 OW 1000/1/42 LR 1941 1/42 1941-42 BL
39 OW 1000/2/42 LR 1941 1/42 1941-42 BL
40 OW 1000/3/42 LR 1941 1/41 1941-42 BL
41 OW ?1000/6/42 LR ?1/42 1942-43 MOD
42 OW 1000/11/41 LR 1941 1/42 1941-42 RML
43 OW ?1000/2/42 LR ?1/42 1941-42 MOD
44 OW 1000/5/42 LR 1941 1/42 1942-43 BL
45 OW 1000/6/42 LR 1941 1/42 1942-43 BL
46 OW 1000/2/42 LR 1941 1/41 1941-42 BL
47 OW 1000/10/41 LR - 1/41 1941-42 BL
48 OW 1000/5/42 LR 1941 1/42 1942-43 BL
49 OW 1000/2/42 LR 1941 1/42 1941-42 BL
50 OW 1000/5/42 LR 1941 1/42 1942-43 BL
51 OW 1000/11/41 LR 1941 1/41 1941-42 BL
52 OW 1000/5/42 LR 1941 1/42 1942-43 BL
53 OW 1000/6/42 LR 1942 1/42 1942-43 BL
54 OW 1000/10/41 LR 1941 1/41 1941-42 BL
55 OW 1000/10/41 LR 1941 1/41 1941-42 BL
56 OW 1000/2/42 LR 1941 1/42 1941-42 BL
57 OW 1000/2/42 LR 1941 1/42 1941-42 BL
58 OW 1000/5/42 LR 1941 1/42 1942-43 BL
59 OW 1000/5/42 LR 1942 1/42 1942-43 BL
60 OW 1000/6/42 LR 1942 1/42 1942-43 BL
61 OW 1000/2/42 LR 1941 1/42 1941-42 BL
62 OW 1000/3/42 LR 1942 1/42 1941-42 BL
63 OW 1000/5/42 LR 1942 1/42 1942-43 BL
64 OW 1000/3/42 LR 1942 1/42 1942-43 BL
65 OW 1000/11/41 LR 1941 1/41 1941-42 BL
66 OW 1000/5/42 LR 1941 1/42 1942-43 BL
67 OW 1000/3/42 LR 1942 1/42 1942-43 RML
68 OW 1000/5/42 LR 1941 1/42 1942-43 BL
69 OW 1000/5/42 LR 1941 1/42 1942-43 BL
70 OW 1000/1/42 LR 1941 1/42 1941-42 BL
71 OW 1000/5/42 LR 1942 1/42 1942-43 BL
72 OW 1000/5/42 LR 1942 1/42 1942-43 BL
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� � � � � � � � �
72 OW 1000/1/43 LR 1942 1/42 not listed PC
7KLV�LV�WKH�RQO\�LQVWDQFH�UHFRUGHG�RI�D�UHSULQWHG�6FRWWLVK�VKHHW�
73 OW 1000/5/42 LR 1942 1/42 1942-43 BL
74 OW 1000/1/42 LR 1941 1/41 1942-43 BL
75 OW 1000/5/42 LR 1941 1/41 1942-43 BL
76 OW 1000/11/41 LR 1941 1/41 1941-42 BL
77 OW 1000/6/42 LR 1941 - 1942-43 BL
78 OW 15,000/10/41 LR 1941 1/41 1941-42 BL
7KH�SULQW�FRGH�LV�SUREDEO\�WKDW�RI�WKH�:DU�5HYLVLRQ�SULQWLQJ�IURP�ZKLFK�WKLV�VKHHW�GHULYHV�
79 AN OW 1000/3/42 LR 1941 1/42 1941-42 BL
80 OW 1000/5/42 LR 1941 1/42 1942-43 BL
81 OW 1000/3/42 LR 1941 1/42 1933 1941-42 BL
82 OW 1000/2/42 LR 1941 1/41 1941-42 BL
83 OW 1000/6/42 LR 1941 1/42 1942-43 BL
84 OW 1000/11/41 LR 1941 1/41 1941-42 BL
85 OW 1000/2/42 LR 1941 1/41 1941-42 BL
86 = E3 AN OW 1000/8/42 LR 1942-43 BL 
87 OW 1000/5/42 LR 1942 1/42 1942-43 BL
88 OW 1000/10/41 LR 1941 1/41 1941-42 BL
89 = E5 AN OW 1000/8/42 LR not listed BL 
90 OW 1000/6/42 LR 1941 1/42 1942-43 BL
91 OW 1000/5/42 LR 1941 1/42 1942-43 BL
92 OW 1000/6/42 LR 1941 1/42 1942-43 BL

118

136 137 138

143 145

146

107 108

125

111

94

113

129 130 131 132

139 140 141
142

6W��$OEDQV

/RQGRQ
6/42 2/42

5/422/42
119
8/42

2/42 2/42

8/42 1/42 1/42

1/42
3/42

6/42

8/42

144

127 128

8/42 3/42

6/42 8/42 6/42

6/42 6/42

2ULJLQDO�VHULHV

/DUJH�VKHHW�VHULHV
$OVR�LVVXHG�LQ
RXWOLQH��ZDWHU�	�ZRRGV

127
2/42
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139

6/42

5/42

2/42 2/42

5/42 6/42 2/42
5/42

)LIWK�(GLWLRQ
³RXWOLQH�DQG�ZDWHU´�VKHHWV
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3RSXODU�(GLWLRQ�PDSSLQJ
)LIWK�(GLWLRQ�PDSSLQJ

3RSXODU�(GLWLRQ�VKHHW�OLQHV

)LIWK�(GLWLRQ�VKHHW�OLQHV
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England and Wales 

Maps in this list are set chronologically within the same numerical sheet order, irrespective of 
the map edition to which they belong. 6W�$OEDQV and /RQGRQ, unnumbered members of the 
Fifth Edition (large sheet series), are listed here against their intended sheet numbers 95 and 114.

&ROXPQV�
1. Sheet number. 
2. AN: sheets with a map border containing two-inch alpha-numeric blocks; YG: sheets with 

5000 yard grid.
3. Colour plates. OW: outline in black and water in blue; OWW: as OW with woods in grey. 

One printing of /RQGRQ has outline and water in black: this is noted O.
4. Print code. Remnants of earlier print codes are disregarded.
5. Edition title. Popular Edition and Second War Revision sheets, whether based on Popular 

Edition or Fifth Edition material, are on Popular Edition sheet lines. Fifth Edition and all 
War Revision sheets included in this list are on Fifth Edition sheet lines, divided for 
convenience between the small and large sheet series.

6. Source mapping of War Revision and Second War Revision sheets: P-opular or 5-th 
Edition.

7. Sheet lines of War Revision and Second War Revision sheets: P-opular or 5-th Edition.
8. Ordnance Survey publication report references. See footnote 8.
9. Ordnance Survey annual report references. See footnote 6. 
10. Location of copies, usually British Library at Maps 1175 (263). Others: BSg: Department 

of Geography, University of Bristol; DGI: Directorate of Geographical Information; KGM: 
The Guy Messenger collection, Cambridge University Library; Lu: Map Library, 
University of London; Ng: Department of Geography, University of Nottingham; NLS: 
Map Library, National Library of Scotland; Og: School of Geography, University of 
Oxford; PC: private collection; RML: Ordnance Survey Record Map Library. Issues 
marked MOD have not been found, but details are taken from old Ministry of Defence 
card catalogues.

� � � � � � � � � ��
1 OW 1000/10/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 BL
2 OW 1000/11/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 BL

3 = S86 AN OW 1000/8/42 LR Popular Edition 1942-43 BL 
4 OW 1000/11/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 BL
4 OW 600/11/43 Ch Second War Revision P P 1943/4 1943-44 NLS

5 = S89 AN OW 1000/8/42 LR Popular Edition not listed BL 
6 OW 1000/11/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 BL
7 OW 1000/11/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 PC
7 OW 600/9/43 Ch Second War Revision P P 10/43 1943-44 NLS
7 AN OW 846/Cr Popular Edition not listed BL
8 OW 1000/11/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 BL
9 AN OW 1000/1/42 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 BL

10 OW 1000/11/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 BL
11 OW 1000/11/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 BL
11 OW 644/Ch Second War Revision P P 1944/4 1944-45 

& as Pop
NLS

12 OW 1000/11/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 BL
13 OW 1000/11/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 BL
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� � � � � � � � � ��
14 OW 1000/11/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 BL
15 OW 1000/11/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 BL
16 OW 1000/11/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 BL
17 OW 1000/11/41 LR Popular Edition 1942-43 BL

265���������PD\�LPSO\�D�VHFRQG�SULQWLQJ��RU�WKDW�WKH�SULQWLQJ�LVVXH�UHSRUWLQJ�RI�WKH�RQH�ZDV�GHOD\HG�
18 OW 1000/11/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 BL
19 AN OW 1000/12/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 BL
19 OW 644/Ch Second War Revision P P 1944/4 1944-45 

& as Pop
NLS

20 OW 1000/11/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 Og
20 OW 1000/12/42 LR Popular Edition 1942-43 PC
20 OW 800/11/43 Ch Second War Revision P P 1943/4 1943-44 NLS
21 AN OW 1000/12/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 PC
21 AN OW 846 Cr Popular Edition not listed BL
22 AN OW 1000/1/42 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 BL
23 AN OW 1000/1/42 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 BL
24 AN OW 1000/8/42 LR Popular Edition 1942-43 BL
25 OW 1000/11/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 Og
25 OW 600/9/43 Ch Second War Revision P P 10/43 1943-44 NLS
26 AN OW 1000/1/42 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 PC
26 AN OW 1000/10/42 LR Popular Edition 1942-43 PC
26 OW 800/11/43 Ch Second War Revision P P 1943/4 1943-44 NLS
27 AN OW 1000/12/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 BL
27 OW ? Popular Edition 1942-43 not found
28 OW 1000/11/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 BL
29 OW 1000/11/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 BL
29 OW 600/9/43 Ch Second War Revision P P 10/43 1943-44 NLS
30 ?AN OW 1000/11/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 Og
30 AN OW 1000/10/42 LR Popular Edition 1942-43 BL
30 OW 800/12/43 Ch Second War Revision P P 1943/4 1943-44 NLS
31 OW ?1000/6/42 LR Popular Edition 1942-43 MOD
31 AN OW 600/8/43 Wa Popular Edition 1943-44 PC
31 OW 644 Second War Revision P P 1944/3 1944-45 

& as Pop
NLS

31 AN OW 446 Popular Edition not listed BL
32 OW 1000/11/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 PC
32 AN OW 846/Cr Popular Edition not listed BL
33 AN OW 1000/12/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 BL
34 AN OW 1000/12/41 LR Popular Edition 1942-43 BL

265���������PD\�LPSO\�D�VHFRQG�SULQWLQJ��RU�WKDW�WKH�SULQWLQJ�LVVXH�UHSRUWLQJ�RI�WKH�RQH�ZDV�GHOD\HG�
35 AN OW 1000/12/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 PC
35 OW 600/11/43 Ch Second War Revision P P 1943/4 1943-44 NLS
35 AN OW 446 Popular Edition not listed BL
36 OW 1000/11/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 PC
36 OW 600/11/43 Ch Second War Revision P P 1943/4 1943-44 NLS
36 OW ? ?Popular Edition 1944-45 not found

$OO�RWKHU�VKHHWV�LQ�WKLV�265�OLVW�DUH�LQ�IDFW�6HFRQG�:DU�5HYLVLRQ��WKLV�PD\�DOVR�SURYH�WR�EH�VR�
36 AN OW 446 Popular Edition not listed BL
37 AN OW 1000/8/42 LR Popular Edition 1942-43 BL
37 OW 644/Ch Second War Revision P P 1944/4 1944-45 

& as Pop
NLS

38 OW 1000/11/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 BL
39 AN OW 1000/4/42 LR Popular Edition 1942-43 BL
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� � � � � � � � � ��
40 AN OW 1000/1/42 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 BL
41 OW 1000/11/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 BL
41 AN OW 1000/9/42 LR Popular Edition 1942-43 PC
41 OW 600/11/43 Ch Second War Revision P P 1944/1 1943-44 NLS
42 OW 1000/11/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 PC
42 OW no code Second War Revision P P 1943/4 1943-44 NLS
42 OW 644/Ch Second War Revision P P 1944-45 

as Pop!
RML

43 OW 1000/11/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 PC
43 OW 645/Ch Second War Revision P P 1945/2 not listed NLS
44 OW 1000/11/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 PC
44 OW ? Popular Edition 1943-44 not found
44 AN OW 846 Cr Popular Edition not listed BL
45 AN OW 1000/8/42 LR Popular Edition 1942-43 PC
45 OW 600/11/43 Ch Second War Revision P P 1943/4 1943-44 NLS
45 OW 645/Ch Second War Revision P P 1944-45 

as Pop!
RML

46 OW ? Popular Edition 1941-42 not found
46 AN OW 446 Popular Edition not listed BL
47 AN OW 1000/1/42 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 BL
48 OW 1000/11/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 BL
49 AN OW 1000/6/42 LR Popular Edition 1942-43 PC
49 OW 2000/10/43 Ch Second War Revision P P 1943/4 1943-44 NLS

7KH�SULQW�FRGH�LV�SUREDEO\�WKDW�RI�WKH�6HFRQG�:DU�5HYLVLRQ�SULQWLQJ IURP�ZKLFK�WKLV�VKHHW�GHULYHV�
50 OW 1000/11/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 BL
51 OW 1000/11/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 PC
51 OW 800/2/43 LR Popular Edition 1943-44 BL
52 OW 1000/11/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 KGM
52 OW 600/11/43 Ch Second War Revision P P 1943/4 1943-44 NLS
53 OW 1000/11/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 PC
53 AN OW 846 Cr Popular Edition not listed BL
54 OW 1000/11/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 PC
54 OW 1000/9/42 LR Popular Edition 1942-43 PC
54 OW 600/11/43 Ch Second War Revision P P 1943/4 1943-44 NLS
54 OW 644/Ch Second War Revision P P 1944-45 

as Pop!
DGI

54 AN OW 446 Popular Edition not listed BL
55 OW 1000/10/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 BL
56 AN OW 1000/3/42 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 BL
57 AN OW 1000/1/42 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 BL
58 AN OW 1000/4/42 LR Popular Edition 1942-43 BL
59 OW 1000/11/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 BL
60 OW 1000/11/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 PC
60 OW 600/11/43 Ch Second War Revision P P 1943/4 1943-44 NLS
61 OW 1000/12/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 PC
61 OW 600/11/43 Ch Second War Revision P P 1943/4 1943-44 NLS
61 OW 644/Ch Second War Revision P P 1944-45 

as Pop!
RML

62 OW 1000/11/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 PC
62 OW 600/9/43 Ch Second War Revision P P 10/43 1943-44 NLS
62 OW 644/Ch Second War Revision P P 1944-45 

as Pop!
RML

63 OW 1000/12/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 PC
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� � � � � � � � � ��
63 OW 1000/12/42 LR Popular Edition 1942-43 BL
63 OW ? Popular Edition 1943-44 not found
64 OW 1000/11/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 BL
65 OW 1000/11/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 BL
66 AN OW 1000/3/42 LR Popular Edition 1942-43 BL
67 AN OW 1000/8/42 LR Popular Edition 1942-43 BL
68 OW 1000/11/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 BL
69 AN OW 1000/6/42 LR Popular Edition 1942-43 BL
70 AN OW 1000/4/42 LR Popular Edition 1942-43 PC
70 AN OW 600/7/43 Ch Popular Edition 1943-44 BL
71 OW 1000/11/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 PC
71 OW ? Popular Edition 1942-43 not found
71 OW 600/9/43 Ch Second War Revision P P 10/43 1943-44 NLS
71 OW 645/Ch Second War Revision P P not listed RML
72 OW 1000/11/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 PC
72 OW ? Popular Edition 1942-43 not found
72 OW ? Popular Edition 1943-44 not found
72 OW 644 Ch Second War Revision P P 1944/4 1944-45 

& as Pop
NLS

72 AN OW 846/Cr Popular Edition not listed BL
73 OW 1000/10/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 PC
73 OW 1000/2/43 LR Popular Edition not listed BL
74 OW 1000/10/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 BL
75 OW 1000/10/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 BL
76 OW 1000/11/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 BL
77 OW 1000/11/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 BL
78 AN OW 1000/3/42 LR Popular Edition 1942-43 BL
79 OW 1000/11/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 BL
80 OW 1000/11/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 PC
80 OW 645/Ch Second War Revision P P 1945/2 not listed NLS
81 OW ? Popular Edition 1942-43 not found
81 OW 600/11/43 Ch Second War Revision P P 1943/4 1943-44 NLS
81 OW 645/Ch Second War Revision P P not listed RML
82 OW 1000/11/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 PC
82 OW 800/2/43 LR Popular Edition 1943-44 PC
82 OW 644/Ch Second War Revision P P 1945/1 1944-45 

& as Pop
NLS

83 OW 1000/10/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 PC
83 OW 644/Ch Second War Revision 5 P 1944/4 1944-45 

& as Pop
NLS

84 OW 1000/10/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 PC
84 OW 644/Ch Second War Revision 5 P 1944/4 1944-45 

& as Pop
NLS

85 OW 1000/10/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 PC
85 AN OW 1000/10/42 LR Popular Edition 1942-43 BL
85 OW 600/11/43 Ch Second War Revision 5 P 1943/4 1943-44 NLS
86 OW 1000/10/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 BL
87 OW 1000/11/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 BL
88 OW 1000/11/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 BL
89 OW 1000/11/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 BL
89 OW ? Popular Edition 1942-43 not found
90 OW 1000/11/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 BL
91 OW 1000/11/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 PC



34

� � � � � � � � � ��
91 OW 644 Ch Second War Revision P P 1944/4 1944-45 

& as Pop
NLS

92 OW 1000/11/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 PC
92 OW 600/11/43 Ch Second War Revision P P 1943/4 1943-44 NLS
92 OW 644 Ch Second War Revision P P 1944-45 

as Pop!
DGI

93 OW 1000/11/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 PC
93 AN OW 1000/9/42 LR Popular Edition 1942-43 PC
93 OW 600/11/43 Ch Second War Revision 5 P 1943/4 1943-44 NLS
94 OW 1000/10/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 BL
94 OW 1000/8/42 LR Fifth Edition LSS 1942-43 PC
94 OW 600/11/43 Ch Second War Revision 5 P 1943/4 1943-44 NLS

6W�$OEDQV OW 1000/3/42 LR Fifth Edition LSS 1942-43 PC
95 OW 1000/6/42 LR Popular Edition 1942-43 PC

6W�$OEDQV OW 1000/9/42 LR Fifth Edition LSS ?not listed PC
6W�$OEDQV OW 800/8/43 Ch Fifth Edition LSS 1943-44 PC

95 OW 644/Ch Second War Revision 5 P 1944/4 1944-45 
& as Pop

NLS

6W�$OEDQV OWW 1044/Ch Fifth Edition LSS 1944-45 PC
96 OW 1000/10/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 BL
97 OW ? Popular Edition 1941-42 not found
97 OW 600/11/43 Ch Second War Revision 5 P 1944/1 1943-44 NLS
98 OW 1000/10/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 BL
99 OW 1000/12/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 BL

100 OW 1000/12/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 BL
100 OW 600/11/43 Ch Second War Revision P P 1943/4 1943-44 NLS
101 OW 1000/12/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 BL
102 OW 1000/12/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 PC
102 OW 644 Ch Second War Revision P P 1944/3 1944-45 

& as Pop
NLS

103 AN OW 1000/4/42 LR Popular Edition 1942-43 PC
103 OW 800/2/43 LR Popular Edition 1943-44 BSg
103 OW 644 Ch Second War Revision 5 P 1944/3 1944-45 NLS
104 OW 1000/11/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 PC
105 OW WO 20,000/9/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 PC
7KH�SULQW�FRGH�LV�SUREDEO\�WKDW�RI�WKH�:DU�5HYLVLRQ�SULQWLQJ�IURP�ZKLFK�WKLV�VKHHW�GHULYHV�
105 OW 600/11/43 Ch Second War Revision 5 P 1943/4 1943-44 NLS
105 OW 644 Ch Second War Revision 5 P 1944-45 

as Pop!
RML

3RSXODU�(GLWLRQ�����ZDV�SUREDEO\�XQSXEOLVKHG��EHLQJ�FRYHUHG�E\�)LIWK�(GLWLRQ�6W�$OEDQV��/RQGRQ�
106 OWW 10/44 Ch Second War Revision 5 P 1944/4 1944-45 

& as Pop
NLS

107 OW 1000/6/42 LR Fifth Edition SSS 1942-43 Ng
107 OWW 644/Ch Second War Revision 5 P 1944/4 1944-45 

& as Pop
NLS

108 OW 1000/2/42 LR Fifth Edition SSS 1942-43 RGS
109 OW ? Popular Edition 1941-42 not found
109 OW ? Popular Edition 1943-44 not found
109 OW 644/Ch Second War Revision P P 1944/4 1944-45 

& as Pop
NLS

3RSXODU�(GLWLRQ�����ZDV�SUREDEO\�XQSXEOLVKHG��EHLQJ�FRYHUHG�E\�3RSXODU�(GLWLRQ������)LIWK�(GLWLRQ�����
110 OWW 644/Ch Second War Revision 5 P 1944/4 1944-45 

& as Pop
NLS
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� � � � � � � � � ��
111 OW 1000/12/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 PC
111 OW ? Popular Edition 1942-43 not found
111 OW 1000/6/42 LR Fifth Edition LSS 1942-43 PC
111 OW 600/9/43 Ch Second War Revision 5 P 10/43 1943-44 NLS
112 OW 1000/12/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 RGS
112 OW 400/11/43 Ch Second War Revision 5 P 1943/4 1943-44 NLS
112 OW ? ?Popular Edition 1944-45 not found
$OO�RWKHU�VKHHWV�LQ�WKLV�265�OLVW�DUH�LQ�IDFW�6HFRQG�:DU�5HYLVLRQ��WKLV�PD\�DOVR�SURYH�WR�EH�VR�
113 OW 1000/11/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 PC
113 OW 1000/8/42 LR Fifth Edition LSS 1942-43 PC
113 OW 800/11/43 Ch Fifth Edition LSS 1943-44 Lu
113 OW 400/11/43 Ch Second War Revision 5 P 1943/4 1943-44 NLS
3RSXODU�(GLWLRQ�����ZDV�SUREDEO\�XQSXEOLVKHG��EHLQJ�FRYHUHG�E\�)LIWK�(GLWLRQ������/RQGRQ�
/RQGRQ OW 1000/6/42 LR Fifth Edition LSS 1942-43 PC
/RQGRQ YG OW 3044/Ch Fifth Edition LSS 1943-44 PC
/RQGRQ YG O 844/Ch Fifth Edition LSS ?not listed PC
115 AN OW 1000/1/42 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 

as 5th!
PC

115 OW 644/Ch Second War Revision 5 P 1944/3 1944-45 NLS
116 OW 1000/10/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 PC
116 OW 600/11/43 Ch Second War Revision 5 P 1943/4 1943-44 NLS
117 AN OW 1000/3/42 LR Popular Edition 1942-43 BL
118 OW Fifth Edition SSS 1941-42
3UREDEO\�D�GXSOLFDWH�265�UHIHUHQFH�IRU�WKH�QH[W�
118 OW 1000/2/42 LR Fifth Edition SSS 1942-43 PC
118 OW ? Fifth Edition SSS 1943-44 not found
118 OWW 644/Ch War Revision 5 5 1944/4 1944-45 

& as 5th
NLS

119 OW 1000/8/42 LR Fifth Edition SSS 1942-43 PC
119 OWW 644/Ch War Revision 5 5 1944/4 1944-45 

& as 5th
NLS

120 OW 1000/11/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 BSg
120 OW 600/11/43 Ch Second War Revision 5 P 1943/4 1943-44 NLS
121 OW 1000/11/41 LR Popular Edition 1942-43 BL
265���������PD\�LPSO\�D�VHFRQG�SULQWLQJ��RU�WKDW�WKH�SULQWLQJ�LVVXH�UHSRUWLQJ�RI�WKH�RQH�ZDV�GHOD\HG�
122 OW 1000/12/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 BL
3RSXODU�(GLWLRQ�����ZDV�SUREDEO\�XQSXEOLVKHG��EHLQJ�FRYHUHG�E\�)LIWK�(GLWLRQ����������
3RSXODU�(GLWLRQ�����ZDV�SUREDEO\�XQSXEOLVKHG�EHLQJ�FRYHUHG�E\�)LIWK�(GLWLRQ���������������
125 OW 1000/1/42 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 BL
125 OW 1000/5/42 LR Fifth Edition SSS 1942-43 PC
125 OWW 644/Ch Second War Revision 5 P 1945/1 1944-45 

& as 5th 
NLS

126 OW 1000/10/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 BL
127 OW ? Fifth Edition SSS 1941-42
3UREDEO\�D�GXSOLFDWH�265�UHIHUHQFH�IRU�WKH�QH[W�
127 OW 1000/2/42 LR Fifth Edition SSS 1942-43 BL
128 OW ? Fifth Edition SSS 1941-42
3UREDEO\�D�GXSOLFDWH�265�UHIHUHQFH�IRU�WKH�QH[W�
128 OW 1000/2/42 LR Fifth Edition SSS 1942-43 BL
3RSXODU�(GLWLRQ�����ZDV�SUREDEO\�XQSXEOLVKHG��EHLQJ�FRYHUHG�E\�)LIWK�(GLWLRQ��������������������
129 OW 1000/6/42 LR Fifth Edition LSS 1942-43 PC
129 OW 600/11/43 Ch Fifth Edition LSS 1943-44 PC
130 OW 1000/11/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 BL
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� � � � � � � � � ��
130 OW 1000/6/42 LR Fifth Edition LSS 1942-43 MOD
130 OW 600/11/43 Ch Fifth Edition LSS 1943-44 MOD
131 OW 1000/11/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 BL
131 OW 1000/2/42 LR Fifth Edition LSS 1942-43 PC
131 OW 400/11/43 Ch Fifth Edition LSS 1943-44 PC
3RSXODU�(GLWLRQ�����ZDV�SUREDEO\�XQSXEOLVKHG��EHLQJ�FRYHUHG�E\�)LIWK�(GLWLRQ�����
132 OW 1000/2/42 LR Fifth Edition LSS 1942-43 PC
132 OW 10,000/10/42 LR Fifth Edition LSS ?not listed MOD
7KLV�LV�SUREDEO\�DQ�HUURU�LQ�WKH�GRFXPHQWDU\�VRXUFH�RU�RQ�WKH�PDS�IRU������������/5�
132 OW 400/11/43 Ch Fifth Edition LSS 1944-45 PC
265�������� PD\�LPSO\�DQRWKHU�SULQWLQJ��RU�WKDW�WKH�SULQWLQJ�LVVXH�UHSRUWLQJ�RI�WKH�RQH�ZDV�GHOD\HG�
3RSXODU�(GLWLRQ�����ZDV�SUREDEO\�XQSXEOLVKHG��EHLQJ�FRYHUHG�E\�)LIWK�(GLWLRQ�����
134 OW 1000/10/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 BL
135 OW 1000/10/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 BL
136 OW 1000/8/42 LR Fifth Edition SSS 1942-43 BL
137 OW 1000/1/42 LR Fifth Edition SSS 1942-43 BL
138 OW 1000/1/42 LR Fifth Edition SSS 1942-43 MOD
138 OW 400/11/43 Ch Fifth Edition SSS 1943-44 PC
138 OWW 644/Ch War Revision 5 5 1945/1 1944-45 NLS
139 OW 1000/10/41 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 PC
139 OW 1000/5/42 LR Fifth Edition LSS 1942-43 

as Pop!
PC

139 OWW 644/Ch Fifth Edition LSS 1943-44 BL
3RSXODU�(GLWLRQ�����ZDV�SUREDEO\�XQSXEOLVKHG��EHLQJ�FRYHUHG�E\�)LIWK�(GLWLRQ����������
140 OW 1000/6/42 LR Fifth Edition LSS 1942-43 PC
140 OW ? Fifth Edition LSS 1943-44 not found
3RSXODU�(GLWLRQ�����ZDV�SUREDEO\�XQSXEOLVKHG��EHLQJ�FRYHUHG�E\�)LIWK�(GLWLRQ�����
141 OW 1000/2/42 LR Fifth Edition LSS 1942-43 PC
141 OW 400/11/43 Ch Fifth Edition LSS 1943-44 Ob
141 OWW 644/Ch Fifth Edition LSS not listed PC
142 OW 1000/3/42 LR Popular Edition 1941-42 BL
142 OW 1000/5/42 LR Fifth Edition LSS 1942-43 PC
142 OW 600/11/43 Ch Fifth Edition LSS 1943-44 MOD
143 OW 1000/1/42 LR Fifth Edition SSS 1942-43 BL
144 OW ? Popular Edition 1941-42 not found
144 OW 1000/3/42 LR Fifth Edition SSS 1942-43 BL
145 OW 1000/6/42 LR Fifth Edition SSS 1942-43 PC
145 OW ? Fifth Edition SSS 1943-44 not found
145 OW no code War Revision 5 5 1944/3 1944-45 NLS
146 OW 1000/8/42 LR Fifth Edition SSS 1942-43 BL
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$SSHQGL[���± 2UGQDQFH�6XUYH\�DQQXDO�UHSRUW�UHIHUHQFHV
PRO OS 1/140, typescript for 1941-42, page 11:
Map publication
Reprints. The following published maps were reprinted during the year / Small scale maps / 
one inch scale:
Fifth Edition, England & Wales, Outline, Sheets 115, 118, 127, 128. [4]
Fourth (Popular) Edition, England & Wales, Outline, Sheets 1, 2, 4, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 
14, 15, 16, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 32, 33, 35, 36, 38, 40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 
46, 47, 48, 50, 51, 52, 53, 54, 55, 56, 57, 59, 60, 61, 62, 63, 64, 65, 68, 71, 72, 73, 74, 75, 76, 
77, 79, 80, 82, 83, 84, 85, 86, 87, 88, 89, 90, 91, 92, 93, 94, 96, 97, 98, 99, 100, 101, 102, 
104, 105, 109, 111, 112, 113, 116, 120, 122, 125, 126, 130, 131, 134, 135, 139, 142, 144. 
[102]
Scotland, Outline, Sheets 22, 23, 26, 28, 30, 31, 35, 37, 38, 39, 40, 42, 43, 46, 47, 49, 51, 54, 
55, 56, 57, 61, 62, 65, 70, 76, 78, 79, 81, 82, 84, 85, 88. [33]

OS 1/141, typescript for 1942-43, page 13: 
Map publication
Reprints. The following published maps were reprinted during the year /Small scale Maps / 
One-inch Scale 
England & Wales. Fifth Edition. (Outline) 94, 107, 108, 111, 113, 118, 119, 125, 127, 128, 
129, 130, 131, 132, 136, 137, 138, 140, 141, 142, 143, 144, 145, 146. [24]
England & Wales. Fourth (Popular) Edition. (Outline). 17, 20, 24, 26, 27, 30, 31, 34, 37, 39, 
41, 45, 49, 54, 58, 63, 66, 67, 69, 70, 71, 72, 78, 81, 85, 89, 93, 95, 103, 111, 117, 121, 139. 
[33]
Scotland. Fourth (Popular) Edition. (Outline). 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 
16, 17, 18, 19, 21, 24, 25, 27, 29, 32, 33, 34, 36, 41, 44, 45, 48, 50, 52, 53, 58, 59, 60, 63, 64, 
66, 67, 68, 69, 71, 72, 73, 74, 75, 77, 80, 83, 86, 87, 90, 91, 92. [57]
District Maps – England and Wales (Outline) – 6W��$OEDQV, /RQGRQ
OS 1/173, notes for report for 1943-44, page-numbered in pencil:
page 24: Map publication.
During the year the following new publications and revised editions have appeared / Small 
Scale Maps. 
One Inch Scale England and Wales (War Revision) Outline Edition: Sheets 4, 7, 20, 25, 26, 
29, 30, 35, 36, 41, 42, 45, 49, 52, 54, 60, 61, 62, 71, 81, 85, 92, 93, 94, 97, 100, 105, 111, 
112, 113, 116, 120. [32]
page 25: Reprints / The following published maps were reprinted during the year / Small 
Scale Maps
One Inch Scale England and Wales. Fifth (Outline) Edition. Sheets 113, 118, 129, 130, 131, 
138, 139, 140, 141, 142, 145. 6W�$OEDQV��/RQGRQ. [13]
One Inch Scale England and Wales. Fourth Popular (Outline) Edition: Sheets, 31, 44, 51, 63, 
70, 72, 82, 103, 109. [9]
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OS 1/201, typescript report for 1944-45, pencilled page number 21

Map Publication.
During the year the following new publications and revised editions have appeared / Small 
Scale Maps
One-Inch Scale England & Wales (War Revision) Outline Edition. Sheets 11, 19, 31, 37, 72, 
82, 83, 84, 91, 95, 102, 103, 106, 107, 109, 110, 115, 118, 119, 125, 138, 145 [22] 
Reprints. / The following published maps were reprinted during the year. / Small Scale Maps.
One-Inch Scale, England and Wales. Popular (Outline) Edition. Sheets. 11, 19, 31, 36, 37, 42, 
45, 54, 61, 62, 72, 82, 83, 84, 91, 92, 95, 102, 105, 106, 107, 109, 110, 112. [24] 
One-Inch Scale England and Wales Fifth (Outline) Edition. Sheets 118, 119, 125, 132, 
6W $OEDQV. [5]

$SSHQGL[���
2UGQDQFH�6XUYH\�SXEOLFDWLRQ�UHSRUW�UHIHUHQFHV�WR�*6*6������6HFRQG�:DU�5HYLVLRQ��RXWOLQH�
DQG�ZDWHU�HGLWLRQV��

1 to 31 October 1943 (10/43): 7, 25, 29, 62, 71, 111.
1 November 1943 to 31 January 1944 (1943/4): 4, 20, 26, 30, 35, 36, 42, 45, 49, 52, 54, 
60, 61, 81, 85, 92, 93, 94, 100, 105, 112, 113, 116, 120.
1 February to 31 March 1944 (1944/1): 41, 97.
1 July to 30 September 1944 (1944/3): 31, 102, 103, 115.
1 October to 31 December 1944 (1944/4): 11, 19, 37, 72, 83, 84, 91, 95, 106, 107, 109, 110.
1 January to 31 March 1945 (1945/1): 82, 125.
1 April to 30 June 1945 (1945/2): 43, 80.

Sheet summary: 
Popular Edition mapping: 4, 7, 11, 19, 20, 25, 26, 29-31, 35-37, 41-43, 45, 49, 52, 54, 60-

62, 71, 72, 80-82, 91, 92, 100, 102, 109. 
Fifth Edition mapping: 83-85, 93-95, 97, 103, 105-107, 110-113, 115, 116, 120, 125.

2UGQDQFH� 6XUYH\� SXEOLFDWLRQ� UHSRUW� UHIHUHQFHV� WR� *6*6� ����� :DU� 5HYLVLRQ�� RXWOLQH� DQG�
ZDWHU�HGLWLRQV��

1 July to 30 September 1944 (1944/3): 145.
1 October to 31 December 1944 (1944/4): 118, 119.
1 January to 31 March 1945 (1945/1): 138.

Sheet summary

Fifth Edition: 118, 119, 138, 145.

I am most grateful for the assistance of the following friends and colleagues in the 
preparation of this article: David Archer, Peter Clark, Yolande Hodson, A A Lee, Ian 
Mumford, Richard Oliver, Michael Richardson, and to the librarians of the institutions listed 
above, also to Richard Dean for his kind permission to base the Fifth Edition diagram used 
here on his original work. The diagrams themselves were compiled by Chris Higley, and for 
his work on them I extend the warmest thanks.
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6RPH�PRUH�QHZ�,ULVK����������VKHHWV
0LFKDHO�5LFKDUGVRQ

Jon Risby’s list of new maps in 6KHHWOLQHV��� includes Ordnance Survey Ireland 'LVFRYHU\
sheet 26. This particular sheet has already been issued by the Ordnance Survey of Northern 
Ireland in their 'LVFRYHUHU series, and allows a direct comparison to be made between the 
style and content of sheets produced in Dublin and Belfast, but I don’t intend to address this 
topic in the current note.

The original sheet lines for the border area 
are shown in ILJ���, with sheets 17-20 and 26-
29 published by OSNI, and 33-36 by OSI. The 
OSI Jan 2000 index �ILJ�� �� shows that in 
addition to sheet 26 they have also published 
sheet 27A (First edition, 1999), with sheet 28A 
scheduled ‘for publication by Ordnance Survey 
Ireland’. As shown on the index, this sheet 
would have covered an area of 45 × 43 km -
considerably larger then the standard sheet size 
of 40 × 30 km. In fact, when the next index 
(Mar 2000,  ILJ���) was published it was shown as two overlapping sheets, 28A and 28B, each 
of 26 × 43 km (in portrait format), which together cover most of the area covered by OSNI 
sheet 28 plus the eastern part of sheet 27 and parts of sheets 18 and 19. These two sheets have 
now been published as First edition, 2000. 

Closer examination of the index sheet shows that the sheet lines for these new sheets 
have been drawn to ensure that the whole of Counties Cavan and Monaghan are covered by 
OSI 1:50,000 mapping. A small part of Co. Leitrim still appears only on OSNI sheet 17, and 
several areas of Co. Donegal on sheets 7, 12, and 17.

When visiting OSI headquarters at Phoenix Park in August I made enquiries about the 
reason for publication of these new sheets, which effectively duplicate coverage already 
provided by OSNI. Most retail outlets in Ireland, including the Government Publications 

17 18 19 20

26 27 28 29

33 34 35 36

)LJ��� 2ULJLQDO�VKHHW�OLQHV

26
27A

28A 28B

33 34 35 36

)LJ��� 0DUFK�����

26
27A

28A

33 34 35 36

)LJ��� -DQXDU\�����
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office in Dublin, stock maps produced by both Belfast and Dublin. However, I learnt that the 
Ordnance Survey Ireland sales office at Phoenix Park is not permitted to sell products from 
its ‘sister’ organisation in Belfast. This has apparently led to complaints from residents of the 
counties concerned, who found that they could buy larger and smaller scale maps of the areas 
concerned, but not of the 1:50.000 sheets. What is not clear is whether OSNI will continue to 
publish sheet 26 since most of the area which it covers lies south of the border.

&�URDGV�RQ�VLJQSRVWV�DQG�PDSV
5LFKDUG�2OLYHU

Recent issues of 6KHHWOLQHV have referred to ‘C roads’, and examples of them in Norfolk have 
been cited. The Norfolk system would appear to have been devised before 1939, and 
therefore well before the official institution of ‘Class III’ roads by the Ministry of Transport 
(MoT) with effect from 1 April 1946.1

The object of the ‘Class III’ system was to identify those roads which although ‘not of 
sufficient traffic importance to be included in class I or class II roads, are agreed by the 
Minister to be of more than local value’; they qualified for MoT grants of 50 per cent towards 
their maintenance.2 The relevant MoT file on the subject contains no indication that anyone in 
the Ministry was aware of any Class III or C-road system in operation in any county before 
1946, and neither is there any indication of such awareness in the voluminous file on road 
numbering.3 In April 1946 the MoT decided that ‘there be no national system of C. Roads for 
the present’.4 However, it also noted that it would be necessary to number them for 
administrative purposes, ‘but there was no reason why any existing numbers used by a 
highway authority should not continue to be used’.5 Correspondence of 1947-9 indicates that 
‘C-road’ numbers were definitely in internal use in Chesterfield (roads C.1 to C.15) and 
Montgomeryshire (C.86 is mentioned), but apparently not in Breconshire, Buckley & 
Holywell Urban District, Builth Wells, Cardiganshire, Cwmbran, Denbighshire, Kidwelly, 
Monmouthshire, Nantyglo and Blaina Urban District, Radnorshire, or Wrexham, where 
numbering in the style ‘road no. 192’ seems to have sufficed.6

It is apparent from this that the numbering of Class III roads was left to county, borough 
and urban district councils, and so any Class III road passing from one local authority to the 
next would change its number. It would also have been up to each individual council how it 
categorised its highways, and there is evidence that this has varied considerably both over the 
years and between local authorities. Unfortunately, there do not appear to be any ‘C-road’ 
maps deposited in the MoT records in the Public Record Office, and so a synoptic view is 
difficult for the merely curious.

A straightforward system is such a one as was described by Fergus Muir: A, B, and C 
roads and unclassified roads. A refinement on this is to add ‘D’ roads: from a Surrey County 

1 6KHHWOLQHV ��, 48; 6KHHWOLQHV ��, 59-60; 6KHHWOLQHV ��, 47-8.
2 Memorandum GC4 in Public Record Office (PRO) MT 39/539.
3 PRO MT 39/539 [Class III roads, 1943-6]; MT 39/241, [road classification correspondence, 1921-49].
4 Notes of meeting held 4 April 1946, in PRO MT 39/249.
5 Record of meeting held 4 April 1946, in PRO MT 39/250.
6 Correspondence in PRO MT 39/249.
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Council traffic regulation notice, it is evident that the main route through Woldingham is C72 
(which probably applies to the whole route from Wapses Lodge, TQ346571, to Botley Hill, 
TQ398555); from Bug Hill crossroads, TQ355571 to Slines Oaks pond, TQ373579, is 
D1359, and from Woldingham green, TQ371556, to Slines Oaks, TQ373576, is D1360.7 (See 
1:25,000 ([SORUHU 146 or 1:50,000 sheet 187.) That these numbers appear in these public 
notices, yet no map or other list indicating which roads bear what numbers seems to be 
readily available, perhaps suggests that, whatever the legal niceties, there is no great 
expectation that these notices will be studied at all carefully by members of the public, who 
instead will be content with cursing and yellow diversion signs!

The most elaborate system that I have heard of was that in use by Lindsey County 
Council. In the late 1960s, as well as classes A, B and C, there were ‘unclassified roads’ of 
‘grades’ D, E, F and G. The D-roads were numbered, in the same sequence as the C-roads (is 
this evidence of adapting a pre-1946 numbering scheme?), but the others were not. The E-
roads all appear to have been tarred, and included most of the dead-end roads, the F-roads 
(not very many) were probably metalled but not tarred, and the G-roads appear to have been 
unmetalled ‘green lanes’. The F and G roads seem to correspond either to the ‘other routes 
with public access’ which appear on recent OS 1:25,000 and 1:50,000 maps (e.g. from 
TF433906 to TF446903), or to bridleways (e.g. from TF429942 to TF447940, see 1:25,000 
([SORUHU 283 or 1:50,000 sheet 113). The Lindsey system was numbered in six zones, 
working roughly north-west to south-east.8 (See 1:25,000 ([SORUHU 283 or 1:50,000 sheet 
113).

Footpaths are also numbered, and though these numbers rarely, if ever, appear on signs 
on the ground, they do appear on public notices as to diversions, etc, and occasionally appear 
on published maps.9

Does all this have any relevance to Ordnance Survey maps? Well, yes: in 1950-51 the OS 
contemplated showing Class III roads on its new one-inch (1:63,360) Seventh Edition map, 
then in course of development. The first Seventh Edition ‘pilot sheet’ was 142 +HUHIRUG, 
printed in August 1949 for consultation purposes, which followed the well-established OS 
practice of dividing ‘good’ roads not classified by the MoT into those over and under 14 feet 
(4.3 metres) in width. The idea of adopting 16 feet instead of 14 feet was aired in February 
1950, and dropping the width distinction was suggested two months later; by June it had been 
decided to show Class III roads in lieu of the over-or-under-14-feet distinction.10 In the 
second half of 1950 a second pilot sheet, 154 &DUGLII, was drawn, to show Class III roads as 
well as numerous other design modifications, but difficulties became apparent: some Class III 
roads were minor or ‘bad’, one even became a footpath. ‘These anomalies seem to show that 
the ... decision to adopt the Class III roads was possibly not a very happy one. The Ordnance 
Survey must portray things as they exist on the ground and not as it is hoped they will be in 
some years time.’ If a Class III road was ‘very inferior’, then an OS classification would be 
better. The MoT’s response was that when the Class III system had come into operation in 

7 Traffic regulation notice, dated 26 July 2000, noted at TQ372558 on 10 September 2000.
8 ‘Lindsey County Council Highways Department Road Map’, n.d., overprinted for Highways Committee tour, 22 

September 1969: I am indebted to Ben Duncan for drawing this map to my attention. (It is the one with ‘Western 
Front’ squaring referred to in 6KHHWOLQHV ��, 30.) I have been unable to trace a copy of any version of this map in the 
Lincolnshire Archives Office.

9 E.g. on ([HWHU�6WUHHW�3ODQ, 6th edition (Exeter City Council, 1999), produced by the Quail Map Company.
10 Items 86(1)A, 103 (ii)A, 114A in PRO OS 1/785.



42

1946 it had been hoped that some would fill gaps and funds would become available for their 
improvement, though some had been included because of a lack of time to inspect them 
thoroughly: it suggested that the OS exclude sub-standard roads. The OS felt it was not 
justified at present in showing Class III roads.11 However, they duly appeared on four 
successive proofs of sheet 154, in dark yellow (as for unclassified roads) in the first proof of 
3 November 1950, in brown (with Class II roads in screened red on dark yellow) on the 
second proof of 12 January 1951, and alternatively in yellow (with Class II roads in brown 
and ‘Unclassified, Good’ uncoloured) and dark brown (with both Class II and ‘Unclassified -
Good’ roads in yellow) on the third and fourth proofs, both dated 27 February 1951.12

Possibly the difficulties of showing the Class II, III and unclassified roads in suitably distinct 
colours, together with the condition of some of the Class III roads on the ground, may have 
contributed to retaining the OS width-related classification, which has continued ever since.

A consideration as to whether it was – or is – worth showing Class III roads on published 
maps for way-finding is whether their numbers appear on signposts. In most counties they 
appear to have been completely unpublicised, and that perhaps settles the matter. Norfolk was 
perhaps the most thorough in indicating them: in October 1989, I photographed what must 
have been one of the last survivors, at TF371207, albeit on a village sign rather than a finger-
post ()LJ��). In the adjoining county of Holland there was also some indication of C-roads; 
the previous day I photographed the specimen shown in )LJ�� �, found another nearby (for 
C37, at TF388182), and have heard of a third formerly at Cuckoo Bridge (TF205205).13 I 
suspect that all of these were piecemeal replacements as necessary of the cast-iron signposts 
formerly more common in Holland, and indeed may have been the result of a short-lived 
policy of showing these numbers. Elsewhere, the occasional reference to C-roads puzzles: in 

11 Metford to Leadbetter, 6 October 1950, reply 14 December 1950, reply 22 December 1950: items 147A, 159A, 161A 
in PRO OS 1/785.

12 Specimens in ‘job file’ for sheet 154, now in the OSS-CCS deposit at Cambridge University library: copies of the 
second and third proofs are in PRO OS 1/785.

13 Information from Barry Barton: this example had gone by September 1998.

)LJ����µ&���¶�RQ�YLOODJH�VLJQ��%XUQKDP�0DUNHW� )LJ����µ&��¶�ILQJHU�SRVW��VRXWK�RI�)OHHW��/LQFROQVKLUH
1RUIRON��7)�����������2FWREHU������ �3DUWV�RI�+ROODQG���7)����������2FWREHU�����
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1981 I noticed a large modern sign east of Kingston-upon-Hull, at about TA 165288, which 
included ‘C33’ (probably the road running south-east towards Paull). This sign had been 
replaced by 1989 when I next passed that way. I think that this is the sum total which I have 
noted in over twenty years of keeping an eye open for such things across England and Wales, 
so perhaps the indicating of C-roads is another of those local quirks of signposting, like the 
design of finial, or the inclusion of the National Grid reference (as in Dorset, Radnorshire, 
and the West Riding of Yorkshire), which have been referred to in these pages in the past,14

or, indeed, how small a settlement is likely to be indicated, or whether mileages are shown.
Were C-roads, or indeed any lesser category, to appear on signposts, it would be 

necessary to adopt a national, or at any rate regional, numbering system, so that, first, 
numbers would not be duplicated easily (if there was a C 171 in Devon and another in Surrey 
it wouldn’t matter for way-finding, but it might if there was also a C 171 in Cornwall or 
Sussex), and, second, so that numbers would not change at administrative boundaries. This 
last was a difficulty with the lesser roads in the French numbering system, which had been 
instituted in 1811, as André Michelin pointed out in proffering advice when the British 
system was being developed in 1921.15 This is illustrated very nicely by a map appended to 
the report of the Vale of Belvoir Coalfield Inquiry, which shows C-roads in the area of 
interest: the routes are transcribed below.16 (See 1:25,000 ([SORUHUV 246, 247 and 260, or 
1:50,000 sheets 129 and 130.)

1RWWLQJKDPVKLUH�
C3 SK629332 - 725358 - 767388
C28 SK702397 - 737325 [county boundary: becomes C101 in Leicestershire]
C55 SK755385 - 776370 [county boundary: becomes C35 in Leicestershire]
C73 SK726393 - 765345 [county boundary: not numbered in Leicestershire]
C74 SK636376 - 707318 [county boundary: becomes C14 in Leicestershire]

/HLFHVWHUVKLUH�
C14 [continuation of C74 in Nottinghamshire]: SK707318 (county boundary) - 744309 

- 772282 - 802251
C15 SK664217 - ?739259, then unclassified to 757259, then as C15 to 772282, then to 

744309 possibly as C14 (T�Y.), then as C15 to 804388
C33 SK756193 - 757259
C35 [continuation of C55 in Notts]: SK776370 (county boundary) - 837292
C56 SK739259 - 744307
C101 SK737325 - 743311 [continuation of C28 in Nottinghamshire]
1XPEHUV�QRW�VWDWHG� SK725233 - 727242, and SK765345 - 777339.

Given these difficulties, one would have thought it unlikely that C-road numbers are 
likely to appear either on signposts or on maps in the foreseeable future. Cycle route numbers 
are now appearing, and further numbering might add undesirable ‘clutter’, even at 1:50,000 
or 1:25,000, and certainly at smaller scales.

14 6KHHWOLQHV���, 52; 6KHHWOLQHV ��, 2; 6KHHWOLQHV���, 39.
15 Papers in pouch at front of PRO MT 39/241.
16 Map B (photo-reduced from OS 1:50,000 First Series to 1:100,000), in 7KH� 9DOH� RI� %HOYRLU� &RDOILHOG� ,QTXLU\, London: 

HMSO, 1981. [This was lighted on when I ought to have been doing something else.]
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$�ILFWLRQDO����������PDS
-�3�.LQJ

0DSSLQJ� 1HZV� ��, Autumn 1999, (published by OS for the education market) has an 
interesting map as its centrefold (see extract1 on the left). It is a fictionalised 1:50,000 map of 
the area just to the south of Peterborough, with a title of Chiselton (based on the village of 
Sawtry). It is based on /DQGUDQJHU sheet 142 (C), revised 1997, and covers an area of 13 km 
× 19 km in the SW corner of the sheet.

The most notable alteration is that of all the names, which for the most part have been 
repositioned and changed. The motorway has been extended in the south and a new railway 
line added.  There have been one or two other minor changes.

The map was originally devised by Cambridgeshire police for an activity where the 
students take on the roles of police officers in a control room who must act upon the 
information that they receive from the scene of an accident. There are some names on the 
map which reflect the police origin, e.g. ‘Little Truncheon’ and ‘Old Bills Corner’ as well as 
some names which relate to football grounds, e.g. ‘The Dell’ and ‘Highbury’.

Part of this fictionalised map has now been reproduced in the free OS leaflet, 0DS�
UHDGLQJ�PDGH� HDV\. It covers an area of 11 km × 9 km and is entitled ‘map of Chiselton’, 
although the village only just manages to squeeze on the top edge of the map.

:DV�WKHUH�OLIH�EHIRUH�PDSV"
3KLOLSSD�-�&RUULH

Unlike David Archer and Chris Noble �6KHHWOLQHV���� I cannot remember the first map that I 
bought. It is more a case of not being able to remember life before maps.

My parents and I boated on the, then declining, inland waterway system in the early 
I950s. There were very few guide hooks and signposts available then. My father used 
Seventh Series OS maps to avoid inadvertently navigating the weir streams or backwaters on 
the river Soar. My mother studied the maps to find the nearest farms for fresh milk and local 
villages for supplies. We also needed to find garages for petrol and a phone box now and 
again to reassure elderly relatives. So, from the age of six, OS maps were as natural a part of 
my life as reading. I remember poring over intriguing names like ‘Willoughby Waterless’ 
(Seventh Series sheet 133, 1RUWKDPSWRQ) and being cross with the Ordnance Survey for 
apparently not knowing the correct number of locks in a flight.

As an adult I bought /DQGUDQJHU maps as needed for my own boating and other 
expeditions. A subsequent interest was old, often vanished, railways and realisation dawned 
that New Popular maps were useful for this, since they had the benefits of being before the 
Beeching cuts of the l960s and they also conveniently named the railway companies.

1 Readers are invited to deduce the real area used as the basis for the illustration EHIRUH reading this solution.  The 
complete map may be downloaded from the OS website at ZZZ�RUGVY\�JRY�XN�KEULGJH�FDPE�KWP – &-+
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Many years later my father-in-law donated his large collection of flat sheets, a mixture of 
Seventh Series and New Popular. There was no looking back! A period of determined 
collection of New Popular maps followed, to be used on every possible occasion for railway 
and canal expeditions and also as a resource for work on waterway guides. Now I am tempted 
by the Popular and the Seventh Series.

My daughter, now 20, has also grown up with OS maps as an every day part of life. She 
could competently navigate whilst she was ‘in single figures’ and at a still tender age just into 
secondary school she came home one day amazed, “Mummy, some people can’t read maps!”

$�PDS�ERRN�LQ�P\�FROOHFWLRQ
-�3�.LQJ

The book is 6LJQDOOLQJ�DQG�0DS�5HDGLQJ�IRU�WKH�+RPH�*XDUG by H G Stokes, published as a 
Penguin Special in 1941 (No. S91). In the introduction, the author is described as a specialist 
in British topography, having served in WW1 as the signalling officer for a London infantry 
battalion.

The seven chapters on signalling make up the bulk of the book whilst only one chapter is 
devoted to maps and mapreading. A brief section deals with signs (including one page of 
conventional signs), with a longer explanation of contours, details of scales, setting a map 
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and finding one’s position (including a small 
sketch map) and finally a section on how to use 
the grid (with an example of a grid). 
Unfortunately no map extract is included.

There is nothing particularly outstanding 
about this book; the coverage of how to use a 
map being very straightforward. The 
conventional signs key appears to be an 
amalgamation of several different keys published 
in the 1930s, with the addition of references to 
colour (see illustration). It is not clear whether it 
is actually an official key. On contours and bench 
marks, the author praises OS for ‘some 
extraordinary good results’. An example of slope 
profiles (e.g. concave, convex) and a cross-
section is included. Layer tints and hill shading 
are well described and praised. Reference is 
made to the usefulness of six-inch maps although 
the author points out that under the Control of 
Maps Order 1940, these maps can only be 
supplied to authorised persons. (I would be 
interested to know what was covered by this 
Order when it came into force. What happened to 
existing copies of maps?)

The final chapter of the book deals with 
Pigeons and the Home Guard! I have only 
recently acquired this book. I had been told of its 
existence but many enquiries among book 
dealers in Penguins produced negative results 
over the years. As so often happens, I found it 
where I least expected to, on the bookshelves of 
a charity shop.

$�PDS�LQ�P\�FROOHFWLRQ�² ,ULVK�KDOI�LQFK��VKHHW��
0LFKDHO�5LFKDUGVRQ

At the time of Irish partition in 1922, responsibility for mapping of Ireland was divided 
between Dublin and the newly established Ordnance Survey of Northern Ireland in Belfast. In 
the case of the half-inch series, the only sheet which fell wholly within N Ireland was sheet 5. 
This was revised in 1936-37 and although the original negatives were destroyed in a war-time 
raid on Southampton in 1940, was reprinted (with the addition of the Irish Grid) in 1958 and 
finally in 1962 (see 6KHHWOLQHV���, 16). Ordnance Survey of Ireland continued to publish the 
remaining sheets and most are still in print. 
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Until a few years ago, my collection of Irish half-inch maps was lacking sheet 5, but 
since then I have acquired six different states. Of these the most interesting is a copy of the 
1912 printing of the hill-shaded version in plain adhesive covers, bearing only the title 
‘SHEET 5’ and ‘Price Three Shillings & Sixpence Net.’ The price is given on an amendment 
label over the original of ‘Price Four Shillings Net.’ The map itself has no reprint date but the 
magnetic variation is 1918 (there ZDV a 4.18 reprint and I have a copy in Ellis Martin covers); 
information re pricing is absent.

Although it has been generally assumed that OSI in Dublin had no further interest in 
sheet 5 after 1922, I came to the conclusion that this particular example must have come from 
Dublin, based on the following evidence :

a) The salmon pink paper used for the adhesive covers appears to be virtually the same as 
that used for OSI half-inch and one-inch sheets during the 1940s and 1950s. Belfast 
appears to have used only buff paper or card for all their covers up to the 1950s. 

b) The style and size of the printing on the cover is similar to that used on other Phoenix 
Park productions of the period. 

c) As far as I can tell OSNI never priced their sheets at 3/6, whilst Dublin did – from late 
1940s on. 

d) And finally, since Belfast had produced revised versions of sheet 5 since 1939, why 
should they re-issue the 1912 edition?

Final proof of the origin of this sheet was provided by a stamp in purple ink on the back 
of the map: ‘Ordnance Survey Office, Phoenix Park, Dublin’ with the reference number 2874 
(I am grateful to Roger Hellyer for spotting this !).

Having established the source of the map, a number of fascinating questions remain:

1. When was this sheet produced - pricing and style of the cover suggests late 1940s or 
1950s.

2. Why was this sheet produced with non-standard covers?
3. Why was the price changed, and why was it originally given as Four Shillings?

Although the presence of the Phoenix Park stamp on the back suggests that this particular 
example was not intended for sale, the price on the cover indicates that it was probably 
intended to put it on sale to the general public, perhaps as part of a complete set covering the 
whole island. If it had been produced as a trial that might explain the plain cover, with the 
intention that actual sales copies would have had the then current OSI cover. An alternative 
solution, which may also help to explain the apparent mis-pricing may be found in a copy of 
the OSNI 1958 edition of sheet 5 which I acquired recently. Unlike most OSNI products of 
the period, which have a plain buff cover, this has a direct printed cover very similar to the 
Dublin map but with the addition of the map scale, and the price is given as Four Shillings. 
Was the Dublin map intended as a ‘lookalike’ product for sale in the Republic?

A visit to Phoenix Park has so far failed to turn up any further information regarding the 
background to this particular example of Sheet 5, but the answer may lie in the OSI records in 
the National Archives and a visit is planned.

Thanks are due to Roger Hellyer for his comments.
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$PHQGPHQWV�WR�SURYLVLRQDO�OLVW�RI���������E\SDVVHG�SODQV
The following amendments apply to the list of 1:2,500 bypassed plans in 6KHHWOLQHV���.
3DJH�����IRRWQRWH����DGG�

Leicestershire

&RUQZDOO
$OWHU SS1900-11 WR 1900-01
$OWHU SS2201-12 WR 2201-02
$OWHU SS2303-14 WR 2303-04
$OWHU SS2403-14 WR 2403-04.
$GG�DIWHU�66�����

2707 1905
2710-13 1905

'HYRQ
$GG�DIWHU�66�����

2525-27 1904
$GG�DIWHU�66�����

2625-27 1904
'HOHWH SS2707 DQG 2710-13
$OWHU SS6417-19 DQG 6421-22 WR

6417-22 ������DGGHG�
$OWHU SS6603-17 WR 6603-07

$OWHU SX5385-91 WR 5385-89 & 91
������GHOHWHG�

$OWHU SX7261-52 WR 7261-62

3UREDEO\�E\SDVVHG�
$OWHU�WRWDO�WR 353
$OWHU SS5136-29 WR 5136-39
'HOHWH SX7668

'RUVHW
$OWHU ST9314 WR 9313
$GG�DIWHU�68�����

0710, 0712-13, 0810-12,
0910-12 (all 1900-01)

$OWHU SY9577-80 WR 9576-80
68������DGG (small part in Wilts.)

+DPSVKLUH
68������DGG (small part in 
Dorset)

6WDIIRUGVKLUH
$OWHU�WRWDO�WR 4

6XVVH[
$OWHU�WRWDO�WR 84
$OWHU TQ4328-09 WR 4328-29
$GG TQ4230, 4330, 4530

(all 1908-09)
$GG TQ4610, 4710 (both 1908)

3UREDEO\�E\SDVVHG�
$OWHU�WRWDO�WR 20
$GG TQ4630, 4730

:DUZLFNVKLUH
$OWHU SP1991-02 WR 1991-92
$GG�DIWHU�63�����

2383 1937

:HVW�/RWKLDQ
$OWHU�WRWDO�WR 41
'HOHWH�9266 IURP�QRWH
:LOWVKLUH
67������DGG (small part in Dorset)

In the list of ten plans near the bottom of page 9, SX7881 (Devon) should read SX7841. 

-RKQ�&ROH

%RRN�UHYLHZ
(QJOLVK 0DSV��$�+LVWRU\ by Catherine Delano-Smith and Roger J P Kain,
The British Library, ISBN 0 7123 4609 0 (cased), 0 7123 4660 0 (paper).

“This book answers a long-felt need for a single introductory volume on the history of 
English maps. The authors adopt the revisionist perspectives of the ‘new’ history of 
cartography, and review a very broad range of maps from different temporal, intellectual and 
practical contexts, ranging in date from about 700AD to the beginning of the twentieth 
century. Their principal objective is to explore the ways in which maps have interacted with 
society in England’s past, to analyse the roles that maps have played and the uses to which 
they have been put. It is often a story of discontinuity rather than evolution, but the authors 
recognise many connections across the centuries, at the same time seeking to avoid too 
insular a view, noting the influence of ongoing intellectual and cartographic developments in 
the rest of Europe.

“This emphasis on the map in its cultural and societal context is not novel, but 
(surprisingly perhaps) this is the first book-length exploration of the political, religious, social 
and economic enmeshing of the map in the history of any nation state. For that reason, the 
volume will be of great interest to political and economic historians, as much as to the 
specialist in map history. However, this authoritative, beautifully-illustrated and up-to-date 
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synthesis of our existing knowledge of the subject will appeal especially to that large number 
of people interested in maps as collectable artefacts and who wish to know more about their 
historical contexts.”

The above comes from the inside flap of the book dust-jacket, but I could not sum it up 
better. The chapters cover:

1. Introduction
2. A Medieval Flowering
3. Mapping Country and County
4. Mapping Property: Private Land and the State’s
5. Maps and Travel
6. Mapping Towns
7. The Spirit of Modernity: Maps in Everyday Life >LQFOXGHV�DERXW����SDJHV�RQ�26@
8. The Lottery of Map Survival

Finally there is a good ‘Notes and References’ and a very comprehensive bibliography.
The book is the second volume in the British Library Studies in Map History: the first 

being 0DSSLQJ�7LPH�DQG�6SDFH��+RZ�0HGLHYDO�0DSPDNHUV�YLHZHG�WKHLU�:RUOG, by Evelyn 
Edson. I would recommend them both to anyone interested in the history of mapping and I 
would say that (QJOLVK�0DSV is a good precursor to English mapping up to and including the 
advent of Ordnance Survey mapping.

5RGQH\�/HDU\

7KH�PRRUODQG�PDS�

Our maps are music and our northern titles,
Like wind among the grass and heather, grieve,

Our maps are candid charts of desolation
And wear the Pennine weather on their sleeve.

There’s Howl Moor, Wetshaw, Winterings, and Gutters,
Mirk Fell and Dirty Pool and Hagworm Hill,

Fog Close, Cold Syke, Ravock, and Crooks Altar,
And Loups and Wham and Whaw and Rotten Gill.

Our maps are music and they sing the miners’
Old wrestle with rocks for yield of lead:

There’s Old Gang, Windegg, Eskeleth, and Crackpot,
And Racca Vein, forsaken. They are dead.

Our maps are music and they sing the farmers’
Long battle to wring fodder from the fell:

There’s Stony Mea and Nettlepot and Sour Nook,
There’s Pasture End and Halfpenny, and Farewell.

,YRU�%URZQ
1 Submitted by John King; first published in the 2EVHUYHU, 13 September 1942.
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.HUU\�PXVLQJV
'DYLG�$UFKHU

In September, the Ordnance Survey sent me a questionnaire as part of their deliberations on 
the future of the 1:50,000 Second Series maps (marketed as /DQGUDQJHUV). The first section 
asked whether the maps would benefit from changes to scale, accuracy, content, packaging 
etc and I ticked YES to most items without any real thought, believing that improvement is 
always possible. The second section brought me up short when it asked what changes I would 
suggest to scale, accuracy, content, packaging etc. I spent a long time thinking about each 
item and realised that for such things I did not really have much to say, as I had never 
previously considered them. I use modern maps infrequently, and for my purposes they are 
fine. I keep four very tatty local 1:50,000 First Series sheets in the glove compartment of the 
car and buy a modern motoring atlas in a remainder book shop every couple of years. 
Whenever we go away for a few days, I use the local 1:50,000 and a couple of 1:25,000 
Second Series (3DWKILQGHUV) from stock. /DQGUDQJHUV are only used to find the way on minor 
roads, and sometimes footpaths, both of which have been no problem. Having decided that I 
did not know what I was talking about, I opened a recent 1:50,000 sheet and studied it, legend 
first.

The symbol for telephones was the first to catch my eye, blue for motoring organisations 
and black for public telephones. I have never heard anyone say that they have used a 
motoring organisation telephone and cannot think when one would. The initial response to a 
breakdown is not to open a 1:50,000 map to see where the nearest blue telephone symbol is. 
Today, one would normally stop the first passing child and ask to use their mobile phone, or 
in remote areas, one stops the first one-handed driver and uses the phone clutched in their 
other hand. In the year 2000, instead of being frantic to find the nearest telephone, many 
people would be asking where the nearest public computer terminal was in order to check 
their email. It might be more useful to show cyber cafes and public libraries with Internet 
access rather than telephones.

Golf courses have a small black flag and CH shows a clubhouse. What is so important 
about golf and the nineteenth hole? Gone are the days of open cockpit aeroplanes and the 
need for pilots to land on golf courses in order to have a quick brandy in the club house to 
fortify them for the next leg of the journey. Surely scout huts are as important as clubhouses. 
Better still, show bus shelters in rural areas.

Public conveniences are shown only in rural areas, where there are plenty of bushes, but 
omitted from built-up areas where there are far more people in need of this information. On 
the map we get PC, why not WC, which has almost universal recognition? The symbol is the 
smallest pink square imaginable. How boring. Surely the Ordnance Survey could come up 
with a better symbol for toilets. I suggest little pairs of elbows for men and knees for women, 
hoping that better suggestions are sent to the Editor for the next issue. Another improvement 
would be to add to the symbol for motorway service areas an indication of the toilet 
provision, so that Charnock Richard on the M6 would rate miserably, whilst Chorley outside 
Coventry would be added to a holiday itinerary.

It seemed that I had objections to most of the legend. Many symbols are as uneven in 
distribution as toilets. Post Offices, pubs, telephones and toilets do not exist within most 



52

urban areas, yet places of worship and schools all seem to be present. With litigation so 
prevalent, I am amazed at the absence of a tiny let-out clause on each map to the effect that a 
policy of selective accuracy is followed.

For my part, all the blue symbols such as nappy changing facilities, frog crossings and 
charity shop trails can go (even if they are in three languages). I would not miss town halls 
and churches, but would keep hospitals (noting accident and emergency departments) and add 
police stations and car parks. Why do police stations not appear on maps? So much of the 
legend seems plain old fashioned, and it seems, geared up to providing markers for helping 
aviators find their way (glasshouses, windmills, windpumps, chimneys…). If the idea is to 
mark things that will help to sell maps, then the OS should consider adding the position of 
traffic speed cameras.

Why show milestones? I can see that cyclists might find them useful; for walkers they are 
so depressing and motorists cannot read them, even if they are free of vegetation. I wonder 
whether all of those shown still exist? When did the Ordnance Survey last check them? No, I 
think that the OS should justify each symbol it proposes to use from now on, and tradition is 
not a justification.

In my opinion these maps desperately need a little cup and saucer symbol for good 
teashops. Put this on any map and sales will rocket. What is the highlight of an afternoon 
walk? The tea shop. What is at the back of your mind when planning a long journey, but 
where to stop for tea and the facilities. Motorways have a symbol for service areas so why not 
the same for major roads and footpaths? More people go into tea shops within the area of a 
single 1:50,000 sheet in one day than the combined annual total for all 204 sheets of people 
using them to find club houses, golf courses or AA telephone boxes.

Perhaps the time will come when an individual will not be obliged to have anything on a 
map they do not want. The Ordnance Survey could put the whole of the 1:50,000 (plus extra 
features and symbols) onto their website and charge customers for the detail they extract. One 
could have any feature, symbol or text in any colour, and vary the size somewhat, perhaps 
with the ability to add one’s own detail. 

So, what would my specification for a 1:50,000 or similar scale map be like? Roads, 
footpaths (marking muddy sections), water, contours, buildings, deciduous woods, parks, all 
toilets, teashops and some text. I am undecided on railways; maybe have only the stations 
marked and then map purchasers would have the fun of joining the red dots together as they 
saw fit, taking either the leisurely coastal route or the bumpy ride across the mountains. To 
appeal to the young, skateboarding areas, kite-flying spaces, cyber cafes, sites of annual rock 
festivals, cash-point machines and such might be of interest, though I am showing my age as 
skateboards have probably long gone.

/·8VDJH�&RUUHFW�G·XQH�&DUWH�G·2UGQDQFH�6XUYH\
0LOHV�.LQJWRQ

6FHQH��XQ�VSRW�GH�EHDXWp��TXHOTXH�SDUW�GDQV�OH�*ULG�1DWLRQDO��(QWUHQW�GHX[�UDPEOHXUV�
�HU�5DPEOHXU� Ouf! Je suis hors de puff.
�qPH�5DPEOHXU� Moi aussi. Et j’ai un blister.
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�HU�5DPEOHXU� OK, stoppons ici.
�qPH� Oui … Où est ici?
�HU� Mmm … Je crois que, sur le map, c’est ce bend dans le road ici.
�qPH� Mais nous ne sommes pas sur un road.
�HU� Mmm … Sur ce path ici?
�qPH� Vous êtes sûr que la ligne de dots est un path, non la frontière d’un parish?
�HU� Oui, je suis sûr.
�qPH� Bon. La certitude est tout.
�HU� Si nous stoppions au prochain pub?
�qPH� Bonne idée. Où est le prochain pub, sur le map?
�HU� Eh bien, regardons, nous continuons sur le path pour 2 kilomètres, et puis nous tournons 
à gauche où .
�qPH� Le quoi?
�HU� Le .
�qPH� Qu’est-ce que c’est qu’un ?
�HU� Je crois que c’est un church avec weather-cock.
�qPH� Un coq au vent? Non, c’est un .
�HU� Ah non! Un est un windmill.
�qPH� Impossible. Un windmill est un .
�HU� Ah, ne me donnez pas cela. C’est impossible qu’un soit un windmill. Où sont les 
sails?
�qPH� Oui, mais c’est un windmill TXL� D� SHUGX� VHV� VDLOV. La plupart des windmills sont 
deserts, ou abandonnés, ou vandalisés.
�HU� Ou convertis en homes bijoux.
�qPH� Avec lampes de coach.
�HU� Et video dans chaque chambre. Ugh!
�qPH� Ah. C’est beau, la vie du rambleur!
�HU� Oui! … Anyway, tournons au , qui est peut-être un church, une pompe à vent ou un 
scarecrow et puis …
�qPH� … et puis demander à un habitant local.
�HU� Bonne idée. Vous savez, c’est idiot tous ces symboles pour les churches, DYHF tour, DYHF
steeple, avec etc. Pourquoi pas des symboles différents pour les pubs? Le pub avec vrai ale, 
avec darts, avec pub grub etc.
�qPH� Bonne idée. Meanwhile, où sommes-nous?
�HU� Mmm … Nous sommes peut-être par ce pylon ici.
�qPH� Je ne vois pas des pylons dans toute la landscape.
�HU� Peut-être ont-ils été détruits par le Wiltshire Free Army?
�qPH� Peut-être. Dites, qu’est-ce que c’est qu’un ?
�HU� Un téléphone? Une centre de repair de Sony Walkman? Un disco?
�/D�GLVFXVVLRQ�FRQWLQXH��

��������5HSURGXLW�DYHF�OD�SHUPLVVLRQ�DLPDEOH�GH�O¶DXWHXU�

[The original article was found by David Archer among the papers of Wilbur Cocke.]
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/HWWHUV
$QRWKHU�7UHH

Recent correspondence in 6KHHWOLQHV about trees prompts me to ask about something which I 
saw when I was rambling across North Berkshire at one inch to one mile on New Popular 158 
2[IRUG�	�1HZEXU\. I found ‘Bag’s Tree’ just south of Harwell quite close to the A34, where 

it appeared as a tree symbol with the name alongside 
at SU487881. Going back in time, it appears on Third 
Edition 106 of 1908, and, rather surprisingly, on half-
inch sheet 28 of 1910 (see enlarged illustration). I 
have checked its presence on each subsequent series 
and it retains its tree symbol until Seventh Series A 
where it disappears, leaving the name disembodied. 
The B edition has a tiny dot by the name, which has 
grown to a tiny circle on /DQGUDQJHU 174, A2 of 
1989. It would seem that this tree, assuming it is a 

tree, has been lucky to survive the gradual growth of Harwell village and the massive 
development of the Atomic Energy Research Establishment to the south-west. The A34 has 
also been re-routed across Harwell Fields but seemingly without disturbing Bag’s Tree. What 
sort of tree is it? Who was Bag? And is his tree still such a prominent landmark that it 
deserves a separate entry on the OS small scale map?

$LGDQ�GH�OD�0DUH

$�SODLQ�FRYHU�² DQG�LWV�JOXH
James Mackay reports1 a one-inch sheet of 1965 in a blank white cover. I have seen Second 
Series 1:50,000 sheets in similar covers: Sheet 192, Edition 3 - GSGS (1985), in stiff white 
card, glossy on the outside, which is annotated T/R TRUCARD 280 G/M2 M/C CASED, and Sheet 
201, Edition 5 - GSGS (1985) in white matt plastic which is annotated MACHINE CASED. 
Clearly an experiment or production trial was in progress.

In both these examples the map is bonded to the cover by two stripes of adhesive, 3 mm 
wide and with a 3 mm space between them; the granular pattern of the adhesive is just visible 
through the paper. This is similar to the adhesive on my copy of Sheet 94, Edition 4 - GSGS 
(1989), but different from the more amorphous stripes of glue on other sheets of 1980s 
vintage that I have.

5LFKDUG�3RUWHU

1 Sheetlines ��, 48.
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:HDWKHUSURRI�0DSV
As a relative new-comer to the world of collecting OS maps, I am still struggling to collect a 
representative selection of the wide range of differing OS maps produced over the years. I have 
not yet been fortunate enough to find any of the early (1933) maps printed on waterproof paper, as 
cited in John Paddy Browne’s excellent reference tome.1 However, I do have a weather-proof 
map of Scotland by Edward Weller,  published by G W Bacon (127 Strand). This folding map is 
“printed on Fine Linen, Light, Handy and Durable”. As seems common with Bacon’s maps, it is 
undated, but I assume it to be late nineteenth century. I am therefore intrigued by John Paddy 
Browne’s thesis that OS used the “waterproofing method invented by Col Place of the Royal 
Engineers … first used by the Ordnance Survey about 1929”. Did Col Place’s method represent a 
new technical advance that was perhaps cheaper and easier to produce than the earlier linen based 
product, or did the Ordnance Survey prefer to invent their own method?2

6WHSKHQ�%UDLP
5LFKDUG�2OLYHU�FRPPHQWV�
Various methods of ‘weatherproofing’ and ‘waterproofing’ maps have been tried over the 
years, both by the Ordnance Survey and by commercial publishers, but none of them seem to 
have been wholly successful. A fairly recent one, in the early 1980s, was the tear-and-water-
resistant paper on which some OS 1:25,000 2XWGRRU�/HLVXUH sheets were issued. One of the 
earliest, in about 1862, was the printing of a 1:63,360 map of Aldershot on white india-
rubber: the Bodleian Library in Oxford has an example, but it is in extremely fragile 
condition! I had not previously heard of ‘weatherproof’ maps from Bacon, and would be 
interested to know how the material used compares with ‘Pegamoid’, a cloth on which 
Bartholomew printed all the 1:253,440 and about half a dozen 1:126,720 sheets of England 
and Wales in the late 1890s. I suspect that printing on cloth may have been unsatisfactory 
because of the problems of keeping the colours in register, leading to a much higher 
proportion of unusable impressions than with printing onto paper.

Colonel Place’s waterproof paper was thus just one in a long line of attempts to improve 
on printing on ordinary paper. It may have been one of the least unsuccessful, as it was in use 
by the OS for about five or six years, from about 1929 to 1935, but some military maps had 
been printed on it in 1928, and more were printed on it in 1936, perhaps so as to use up 
otherwise redundant stocks of this paper. That said, it has never been easy to find examples: it 
would appear that only a small part of each printing of civil maps was on Place’s, say 200 
copies in a total run of 2000 to 5000 or even more, and as they cost about 35% - 40% more 
than did the standard mounted-on-cloth article, they were probably not very saleable in the 
depths of the depression. However, there is a little hope: the whole run of some military 
printings may have been on it, and anyone seeking a specimen of a map on this paper will 
probably find a military example long before a civil one. It is another of those categories for 
which it is worth searching in apparently boring-looking boxes of roughly-folded ‘flat’ maps! 
The paper is readily recognisable, being much thicker and stiffer than normally used for 
colour-printed maps, and having a finely crinkled surface.

1 0DS�&RYHU�$UW, Ordnance Survey, 1991.
2 For notes by Tim Nicholson, ‘Ordnance Survey Maps on Place’s Waterproof Paper’ see 6KHHWOLQHV ��, 10 - &-+
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$�TXHU\�UH UH�XVH�RI�ROG�PDSV
6KHHWOLQHV���, p15 mentions the use by Ordnance Survey of old maps as stiffeners for covers 
for a period of about six years, up to about 1912-13. A similar practice was adopted in Dublin 
from about 1918 when that office resumed production of coloured maps1 – these covers used 
a distinctive version of the royal arms (with David Archer’s “loopy lion”) and were printed 
on white with a faint brown ‘cloth texture’.

I recently purchased a copy of Ireland one-inch sheet 139 (reprint 3.08) in such a cover 
and noticed that the map itself was also markedly different from earlier (Southampton 
produced) one-inch sheets. It was significantly thicker than normal and the back bore part of 
the glossary which appears on the back of French and Belgian trench maps of the First World 
War. Closer inspection revealed that the one-inch sheet had been laminated to the front of a 
1:10,000 trench map (with trenches overprinted in red) - the lower left portion of GSGS 3062 
sheet 62 NE(3), including the villages of Bussu and Courcelles which are to the east of the 
town of Peronne and close to the Somme. The whole is backed with linen in the normal way.

I wonder why it was thought necessary to use a backing sheet in this way ? - the paper on 
which the map itself has been printed appears to be of the normal quality and with linen 
backing would last for many years. Furthermore it was presumably necessary to move stocks 
of the French maps to Dublin. One is left with the conclusion that it must have done as a 
means of disposal of unwanted stock - but why not by some other method such as burning ? 

0LFKDHO�5LFKDUGVRQ

3HQFLO�PDUNV
I wonder if any of our learned members can explain why on all Ordnance Survey dissected 
maps in my collection (but not Old Series), I notice in the bottom right hand margin a pencil 
mark which could be someone’s initials, although some look more like hieroglyphics! 
Different maps (and different scales) may carry the same initials and I have counted about ten 
different sets distributed over about fifty maps.

The only solution that I can think of is that this may be a last quality control before the 
maps are published. I cannot find any reference to this anywhere, so would be pleased to 
know the answer.

+XJK�%URRNHV

1 6KHHWOLQHV���, 39
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5R\DO�2UGQDQFH�)DFWRULHV
Further to Fraser Scott’s letter,1 the display policy for Royal Ordnance Factories seems to 
have followed that used for military airfields on Seventh Series maps. On early editions, only 
abandoned airfields were shown in detail; later editions incorporated active sites also.  This 
topic was the subject of correspondence in past issues of 6KHHWOLQHV.

Similarly, ROFs that were decommissioned and vacated after the Second World War 
were being shown on early Seventh Series maps. As one example, ROF Wrexham can be 
seen on Sheet 109, whilst subsequent maps of the area have shown the progressive 
redevelopment of the site as an industrial estate. This situation was repeated with many 
former ROF explosive and filling factories.

However, shortly after privatisation of ROF (this may be coincidence) active sites and 
factories such as Chorley (HQ), Glascoed, Radway Green, Bishopton, etc. started to appear 
on Landranger and Pathfinder maps. A similar practice appears to have been applied to 
military ammunition storage depots: that is, only shown after vacation. Significantly active 
depots are now being displayed, such as Kineton (([SORUHU 206 and /DQGUDQJHU 151 (C)) and 
Eastriggs (([SORUHU 314). Naval shore establishments, such as Portsmouth were similarly 
treated but, strangely, large army bases and barracks have long been shown in detail, even on 
New Popular Edition maps.

Officials have had difficult decisions to make in the past with regard to the display of 
sensitive sites, including prisons. This is understandable, but modern technological 
developments, increased private flying and the sale “over the counter” of Russian maps 
showing this information have, to a large extent, made these decisions for them.

The new openness is welcome because, without the display of many sensitive areas, OS 
maps are incomplete and this is a pretty fundamental shortcoming. Perhaps we shall see other 
defence establishments such as Fort Halstead, Aldermaston and Burghfield, to name but a 
few, being displayed.2

The comments that I have made above are based solely on personal observation and, even 
then, there have been inconsistencies and departures from the general remarks made. I 
believe that a statement from Ordnance Survey on past and present policies regarding the 
display of government establishments generally would be of academic interest to the Society.

3HWHU�:�+RPHU�

Fraser Scott raises again the spectre of somebody in MOD setting policy for the OS on 
matters of concealment of information on maps. One of the advantages of living to a ripe old 
age is that I have seen major changes in the policy on opening records in principle at earlier 
dates. Unlike the whiskey, of which not a drop was sold until it was twelve years old, when I 
first got involved state papers had to mature for fifty years before the public could make free 
with some of them in the PRO. The opening of the Great War material in 1964 showed that 

1 6KHHWOLQHV ��, 43.
2 Aldermaston airfield appeared briefly on New Popular Sheet 168 (1162) and Burghfield was shown as a ROF on 

Seventh Series Sheet 169 (B), only to disappear on later editions.
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this could not be done year by year, and the period of retention was changed to thirty years, 
with a wide range of exceptions such as the papers dealing with the sex lives of certain 
ancient Royals, personal records, and matters of national security as conceived from time to 
time. It was of considerable interest to me to find that my first job as a Record Reviewer in 
the MOD Departmental Records Office, following my retirement from Military Survey in 
1985, was to sort out the mapping side of the Suez Campaign to support the vast quantity of 
Top Secret and other classified papers which were going into the PRO in 1986. Lots of things 
which I had ‘forgotten’ over the previous thirty years since my flight to Cyprus with a 
quantity of the latest reproduction material for stock printing there to await the arrival of the 
troops whose slow progress from Britain for Operation Musketeer had been covered by the 
Press. The PRO class WO 322, which I assembled and listed, reflected the size of the 
mapping operation. I subsequently thought that if we could have completely smothered the 
Egyptians if we could have dropped the three and a half million maps we had printed on 
them!

Scott’s letter mentions Brian Harley’s notes on the David & Charles reprints of the Old 
Series one-inch. Peter Clark and I had several sessions with Brian about trying to find copies 
for reproduction which had not been butchered by dissection and mounting, and we were able 
to arrange for the transfer to the British Museum Map Library of two bound volumes of the 
large and small sheets which we had collected amongst other material for disposal from the 
RMA at Sandhurst. Apart from being undissected they were of particular interest to Brian, 
whose publisher was mainly interested in railway history, in that the sets had been made up in 
1870 to replace the sets which had been destroyed in the fire at the old Academy at 
Woolwich. The sheets are a time capsule of the state of the map at that time and include 
impressions of unfinished northern sheets. One of the subjects raised by Brian in a letter to 
me in August 1968 was the clearance of detail from service occupied areas in Woolwich and 
Devonport which had previously been shown in some detail. In a carefully worded reply I 
drew his attention to the invasion scares of the 1860s as evidenced by the famous lines on 
forts and other defence works across southern England which had led to the issue of 
instructions on the representation on maps of details of ‘prohibited places’ which often 
showed apparent lack of co-ordination between the Navy and the Army on what was shown, 
for example, of the Woolwich docks on the one-inch and on Admiralty charts. The new 
practice of putting contours on the one-inch also led to the omission of them and related 
levels within a radius of 5,000 yards of prohibited places. In the 1890s Crook, the scourge of 
the Ordnance Survey, drew attention to this practice in his evidence to the Dorington 
Committee (Q. 756, 761, 1326-29). Elsewhere Bartholomew also complained. In 1905 the 
rules with regard to contours and levels were rescinded in respect of the One-inch map, and I 
drew Brian’s attention to the general rules emanating from an inter-departmental committee 
which were implemented in 1928 by the OS (C.C. 944 of 12 January 1928), a copy of which 
was then in the OS Library sets of Circulars copied in Dublin and in originals from the 
Bristol Division Office.

The complicated story of the Inter Departmental Committee on Secrecy on Maps and 
Charts, created in 1925 and chaired by MI4 (GSGS), Colonel Winterbotham, finally came 
into the open, twenty years after my hints to Brian, when the papers relating to it in an Air 
Ministry file S24615 were ‘opened’ in the PRO in 1989 as AIR 2/1463. I was therefore able 
to refer Chris Board to this file in January 1990, which he made very good use of in his 1991 
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ICA lecture ‘On things maps won’t show us...’. (Yo Hodson in her ‘Popular Maps’ refers to, 
and adds considerably to, Chris’s one-inch examples). I had by then established that the more 
detailed collection of papers in a file which had lived for many years in the security of the 
Colonel’s safe in GSGS should be added in due course to WO 181, although it remains with 
other items still awaiting transfer. Another view of the secrecy question may be seen in the 
papers of the Committee of Imperial Defence now in CAB 4, which I have not examined. In 
1948 the responsibility for the instructions moved to another organisation.

There are numerous other aspects to the question of ‘distorting’ maps, apart from the 
examples which Chris has shown relating to putting clouds on the post-war air photo mosaics 
by the OS, such as the Soviet use of variable scale on maps of Moscow to shrink out the KGB 
HQ and military airfields, and the wholesale falsification of detail in atlases and maps 
available to the public. But to wind up this discussion I would draw attention to what 
Brigadier Martin Hotine said in his ‘Forty Years On’ (Photogrammetric Record, Oct. 1956) 
about the lack of air photography in Matthew Paris’s day ca. 1240 AD. “Please don’t think I 
am advocating any deliberate falsification of maps, particularly those which have to serve a 
variety of purposes. That would be a failure to do our job, in the climate of our times.”

,DQ�0XPIRUG��

7KH�FDXN�SLWV�DW�/DGPDQORZ��FRQWLQXHG�
The use of the term ‘Cauk Pits’ on OS maps of the Buxton area, explored by Peter 
Warburton,2 and the response by P Justin McCarthy,3 prompted me to look up ‘Cauk’ in 
/OR\G¶V�(QF\FORSDHGLF�'LFWLRQDU\ (London, Edward Lloyd, 1895). This often proves to be a 
useful source of information on obscure or dialectal words.

The dictionary does indeed contain an entry which I quote verbatim, as follows:
FDXN, FDZN, V� [The same as CHALK.]
1. Chalk.
2. An opaque, compact variety of baryta, or heavy spar.
&DXN�DQG�NHHO: Chalk and red clay (Scotch)

The use of the latter expression is then illustrated by a quotation from &DSWDLQ� *URVH¶V�
3HUHJULQDWLRQV by Burns.

Although Lloyd specifically identifies many words as being obsolete or obsolescent, 
‘cauk’ is not one of these. However, eminent authorities such as C T Onions, 7KH�2[IRUG�
'LFWLRQDU\� RI� (QJLVK� (W\PRORJ\ (Oxford, 1966); Eric Partridge’s 2ULJLQV (Routledge & 
Kegan Paul, 1958); and W W Skeat, (W\PRORJLFDO� 'LFWLRQDU\� RI� WKH� (QJOLVK� /DQJXDJH
(Oxford, 1953), make no mention of the word, even as a variant of ‘chalk’.

1 The footnote to Ian Mumford’s letter in 6KHHWOLQHV��� should have made clear that Richard Oliver’s comment on the 
derivation of the German reprint applied only to Philippa Corrie’s sheet, the subject of the original query. [The 
footnote was added by the Editor, who has decided to initial any similar additions in future, so that innocent authors do 
not receive the blame for his mistakes!] – &-+

2 ‘Vox Pop’, 6KHHWOLQHV���.
3 6KHHWOLQHV���.
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Perhaps we may surmise that some of the locals encountered by Captain Bailey in 1839 –
or their predecessors – were of Scottish origin?

*UDKDP�%LUG

The question is whether ‘cauk’ in this context is dialect for lime/chalk, as presumed in 
6KHHWOLQHV� ��, or is a local word for barium sulphate (BaSO4) i.e. barytes or barite, as 
advocated by P Justin McCarthy in 6KHHWOLQHV���. Both interpretations are valid linguistically1

and geologically possible. Cartographically, the scent runs cold. Although the three cauk pits 
survived on later states of the one-inch series, they do not appear on the first six and twenty-
five inch sheets, which derive from 1878/79 surveys. In their places three quarries, product 
unspecified, are marked.

Historically, the gangue minerals (barytes, fluorspar, calcite) which form 90% of most 
lead and zinc veins were regarded as waste and, where practicable, were left underground in 
disused workings2. Farey3, writing for publication in 1815, records that, although at one time 
some barytes had been sent from Derbyshire to the Potteries, ‘I could not learn any use to 
which it is at present applied’.

The cauk pits are not labelled ‘old’ on the first one-inch sheet so were presumably being 
worked at the survey date (1839). However, the first indication that barytes had acquired 
commercial value in the district is not until l847, when a trade directory lists a ‘caulk 
merchant’ in Buxton. Given the elasticity of the term, there is room for doubt about the nature 
of the merchandise involved, but barytes seems highly probable.

By 1860 the water powered Goytsclough Mill, only three miles by road from Ladmanlow 
at SK012733, had been converted from its original use as a scouring mill4 to the grinding of 
barytes for paint manufacture, a trade also known as colour grinding. There is documentary 
evidence of barytes production in the 1860s within the parish (Hartington Upper Quarter). 
The returns do not specify the location, but the likelihood is that it was associated with small 
scale lead mining activity known to have taken place near Ladmanlow toll bar. There is also 
reliable mention of barytes workings alongside the branch rail line laid down in 1857 to serve 
Grin Lime Works.5

There is thus sound circumstantial support for the barytes interpretation. What does not 
fit is the chronology. Why would three pits have been sunk prior to 1839 specifically to raise 
barytes6 and have remained active during the period before its commercial value had been 
recognised, and why had the pits become generic quarries by 1878/79, when barytes was 
being traded?

3HWHU�:DUEXUWRQ

1 ‘Cauk: a miner’s term for native sulphate of barium’ - Henry Watts, $�'LFWLRQDU\�RI�&KHPLVWU\ (1859/68).
2 Peak District Mines Historical Society: /HDG�0LQLQJ�LQ�WKH�3HDN�'LVWULFW, 1983 edition.
3 John Earey, *HQHUDO�9LHZ�RI�WKH $JULFXOWXUH�DQG�0LQHUDOV�RI�'HUE\VKLUH, 1815.
4 ‘Scouring’ in this case meant the preparation of stone from the adjacent Goytsclough quarry for use as paving flags.
5 A Roberts and J Leach, 7KH�&RDO�0LQHV�RI�%X[WRQ, 1985.

J Leach, ‘Grin Hill, Buxton: A Major Derbyshire Limestone Quarry’, Derbyshire Archaeological Journal, 1996.
6 Barytes: the term was coined in 1789. ‘Heavy spar’, ‘terra ponderosa’ and ‘tush’ were all local alternatives to ‘cauk’. 

Confusingly there was also a stone known locally as ‘cank’ which was used in road making. The row of houses named 
Canholes close to the site of the cauk pits encourages etymological speculation and theories of an OS inverse misprint, 
but such flights of fancy are best relegated to the footnotes.
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7HDFKLQJ�WKH�HDUO\�KLVWRU\�RI�WKH�26
As some may know, I am lecturer in Topographic Science at the University of Glasgow. Most 
of my teaching (and research) focuses on modern aspects of map design and production, GIS, 
spatial data structures, etc. For many years as part of the degree and the postgraduate 
Diploma in Cartography I have taught a short course on the history of cartography, about 
50% of which focused on the development of topographic mapping of Britain and the 
Ordnance Survey. During recent years development of the of the degree course, and the need 
to prepare students for jobs in the modern industry, has meant that the time devoted to 
historical aspects has been significantly reduced. The general history of cartography up to 
about the end of the nineteenth century is now covered in one lecture. My first lecture on the 
development of British topographic mapping and the OS now starts with Roy’s survey of 
Scotland and ends with the Davidson report. Subsequent lectures cover (i) the period from 
WWII to the early 1980’s, and (ii) the developments to the present.

Associated with the last of these are two seminars which focus on policy issues related to 
the OS and the national spatial data infrastructure which enable students to examine some of 
these issues in greater depth. Other aspects of the contemporary and recent mapping of the 
UK, such as geodesy, projections, survey control and map production processes are covered 
elsewhere in the course.

I would be interested to know what CCS members think would be the most significant 
events to include in the first lecture on the OS, concluding with the Davidson report. Bearing 
in mind that the maximum time available is 50 minutes (and while references will be given, 
there is no great expectation of students doing further reading on this topic outside the 
lecture) the coverage must obviously be limited and some consideration should be given to 
those which influence the current policies and practice of the OS.

To put the material further into context, the lectures on mapping GB are followed by a 
short series examining (each in one lecture) the history, current products and policies of 
mapping in a selection of other countries, mainly chosen because of their contrast with GB, 
thus the history of the OS must provide a basis for understanding developments elsewhere. 
Currently lectures are given on France, Sweden, USA and finally on the role & products of 
the DOS, mainly in Africa (again this coverage has been cut in recent years). Following these 
lectures each student writes an essay on the products & policies of a foreign country not 
covered in the lectures.

Assuming there is sufficient response, I will collate the suggestions and report this in a 
future issue of 6KHHWOLQHV.

'U��'DYLG�)RUUHVW�

1 Department of Geography & Topographic Science, University of Glasgow, Glasgow G12 8QQ
GIRUUHVW#JHRJ�JOD�DF�XN
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1HZ�0DSV
-RQ�5LVE\

This list covers all small scale maps published between 10 August 2000 and 10 November 
2000.  They are listed by series, and in sheet number order.  The columns are as follows: 
Sheet No. / Title / Edition / Copyright date / Full revision date / Latest revision date / Date of 
publication. There is also a list of those maps due for publication by OS up to 31 January 
2001.  After the list of OS maps is a resumé of maps published by Alan Godfrey during 
September and October 2000. 

Landranger
28 Elgin, Dufftown, Buckie & Keith B 2000 1999 2000 16/8/00
71 Lanark & Upper Nithsdale B 2000 1999 2000 8/8/00

141 Kettering & Corby, Market Harborough & Stamford C 2000 1999 2000 23/8/00
190 Bude & Clovelly, Boscastle & Holsworthy C 2000 1999 2000 30/8/00
35 Kingussie & Monadhliath Mountains B 2000 1999 2000 6/9/00

109 Manchester, Bolton & Warrington C2 2000 1996 2000 20/9/00
148 Presteigne & Hay-on-Wye B 2000 2000 - 1/11/00
145 Cardigan & Mynydd Preseli C 2000 1999 2000 1/11/00
42 Glen Garry & Loch Rannoch B 2000 1999 2000 8/11/00

Explorer
290 York, Selby & Tadcaster A 2000 2000 - 1/11/00
291 Goole & Gilberdyke, Holme-on-Spalding-Moor, 

Hemingborough & Howden
A 2000 2000 - 6/9/00

294 Market Weighton and Yorkshire Wolds Central A 2000 2000 - 16/8/00
296 Lancaster, Morecambe & Fleetwood A 2000 2000 - 4/10/00
297 Lower Wharfedale and Washburn Valley1 A 2000 1997 - 6/9/00
298 Nidderdale, Fountains Abbey, Ripon & Pateley Bridge2 A/ 1997 1997 1999 1/11/00
313 Dumfries & Dalbeattie, New Abbey & Mabie Forest A 2000 2000 - 1/11/00
316 Carlisle, Brampton, Longtown & Gretna Green A 2000 2000 - 1/11/00
321 Nithsdale & Dumfries, Thornhill A 2000 2000 - 24/10/00
324 Liddesdale & Kershope Forest, Newcastleton & 

Canonbie
A 2000 2000 - 1/11/00

Outdoor Leisure 
18 Harlech, Porthmadog & Bala D 2000 - 2000 11/10/00

1 Explorer 27 renumbered.  Same edition.
2 Explorer 26 renumbered.  Corrected edition.
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)RUWKFRPLQJ�0DSV
The following maps have been announced for publication up to 31 January 2000.

Landranger
82 Stranraer & Glenluce C 1/11/00 3

108 Liverpool, Southport & Wigan D 15/11/00
136 Newtown & Llanidloes B 28/11/00
75 Berwick-upon-Tweed, Holy Island & Wooler B 29/11/00

185 Winchester & Basingstoke, Andover & Romsey D 20/12/00
106 Market Weighton, Goole & Stamford Bridge C 10/01/01
49 Oban & East Mull C 10/01/01

188 Maidstone & Royal Tunbridge Wells C 17/01/01
64 Glasgow, Motherwell & Airdrie C1 24/01/01

Explorer – New Publications
268 Wilmslow, Macclesfield & Congleton A 15/11/00
286 Blackpool & Preston A 15/11/00
293 Kingston upon Hull & Beverley A 22/11/00
332 Alnwick & Amble A 22/11/00
346 Berwick upon Tweed A 22/11/00
276 Bolton, Wigan & Warrington A 29/11/00
308 Durham & Sunderland, Chester-le-Street & Peterlee A 6/12/00
322 Annandale, Annan, Lockerbie & Beattock A 6/12/00
304 Darlington & Richmond A 13/12/00
339 Kelso, Coldstream & Lower Tweed Valley A 13/12/00
325 Morpeth & Blyth A 20/12/00
299 Ripon & Boroughbridge A 10/01/01
305 Bishop Auckland A 10/01/01
307 Consett & Derwent Reservoir A 10/01/01

Explorer – Revised (and renumbered) Editions
173 London North A1 29/11/00
287 West Pennine Moors 4 A1 7/12/00
148 Maidstone & the Medway Towns A1 20/12/00

Great Britain Routeplanner
Great Britain Routeplanner map A 6/12/00

26�,UHODQG
- Ireland Touring Map 9/00

Discovery Maps
1 Donegal (NW) 9/00

10 Donegal (SW) 9/00
11 Donegal (S) 9/00
85 Cork, Kerry 9/00

3 Although this was the date for publication, it had not materialised by 10 November.
4 Explorer 19 renumbered and revised.
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$ODQ�*RGIUH\�0DSV
Full details of Alan Godfrey’s reprints of old OS maps are available from Alan Godfrey 
Maps, Prospect Business Park, Leadgate, Consett, DH8 7PW, tel. 01207 583388, fax 01207 
583399, or from their website at KWWS���ZZZ�DODQJRGIUH\PDSV�FR�XN��
The columns are as follows: County / Sheet number / Title / Date of map / Month of issue of 
reprint.
Berkshire 43.01 Newbury 1898 10/00
Devon Plymouth (North) 1893 10/00
Hampshire 23.08 Andover 1894 9/00
Kent 50.12 Tonbridge 1895 9/00
Lanarkshire 8.09 Coatdyke 1897 9/00
Lanarkshire 12.13 Motherwell 1896 10/00
London 67 Beckton 1914 10/00
London 68 Creekmouth 1914 9/00
London 120 Eltham 1914 10/00
London 123 Southfields & Wimbledon Park 1867 9/00
Suffolk 72.15 Sudbury 1902 9/00
Warwickshire 13.12 Edgbaston 1901 10/00
Wiltshire 63.05 Mere 1900 9/00
Worcestershire 4.16 Halesowen (West) 1901 10/00
Yorkshire 201.15 Bradford (Frizinghall & Heaton) 1906 10/00

England and Wales One-inch
79 Goole, Howden & District 1895 10/00

113 The Dukeries & Sherwood Forest (N) 1906 10/00
186 Wellingborough, Rushden & District 1897 9/00
206 SW Suffolk 1893 9/00
237 Thame & District 1886 9/00

'XFN�RU�GLYH"
The Editor is grateful to Monica Smale for the 
news that the owners of West Hill (SX616977) are 
a little miffed at the Ordnance Survey’s description 
of their prized swimming pool on 1:2500 Plan 
SX6197.

��&URZQ�FRS\ULJKW
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