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���*ORULRXV�<HDUV
Interest in Ordnance Survey maps has grown considerably 
in the last few years, and has now reached a point where 
it is thought that the formation of an 'interest group'
would provide a valuable forum for those who wish to
share their interest and become better informed about the 
Ordnance Survey and its products.

Several ideas have been expressed as to the form such a 
group should take, and in order to discuss these further 
it is planned to hold an all-day meeting at the British 
Library Map Library on Saturday 8th November 1980,
beginning at 11.00 a.m.

So wrote the then Yolande O’Donoghue, twenty-one years ago, to a number of those known 
to be interested in Ordnance Survey matters. Fifteen people gathered at the British Library 
for an open discussion and to hear a talk by Peter Clark, the other convener of the meeting, 
on ‘The OS ½" maps: a framework for collectors’.

The minutes record that Yo ‘explained that the idea of forming an Ordnance Survey 
‘interest/study/collectors’ group had originated independently among several people during 
the last few years’. It was considered that there would be sufficient support to justify the 
formation of a small group whose aim would be to draw together the many strands of interest 
in OS in order to increase their knowledge and give some structure to the collection of 
information on OS material. The title of the group should in no way imply any connection 
with the Ordnance Survey itself, of which the group was entirely independent. It was decided 
that the long association of the name of Col. Sir Charles Close (Director General of the 
Ordnance Survey 1911-22, and later Col. Sir Charles Arden-Close) with the study of the 
history of the Ordnance Survey would make it an appropriate choice for inclusion in the title.

It was therefore resolved that the group should be called ‘The Charles Close Society for 
the Study of Ordnance Survey Maps’ and that it should be considered founded by this 
meeting of 8 November 1980.

A letter sent to those who expressed interest, but had not attended the initial meeting, 
contains a sentence which has continued to be a guide: ‘Although the role of serious study in 
the Society’s activities is emphasised, do not be put off by this if your concern is of a more 
relaxed nature – the curiosity of the casual collector is most welcome for it often prompts the 
unanswerable question for someone else to work on!’
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In June 1981, Yo, now Mrs Hodson, wrote to the founder members, ‘I am now in the 
process of drafting the first Newsletter. Chris Board has already produced a ‘working note’ 
on the 3rd edition of the Quarter-Inch map’.

Chris, himself, takes up the story in a recent letter to the current editor: ‘You will see that 
Yo acted as secretary, treasurer and editor at the beginning: all that with a new baby. I 
suspect that my note was one of the catalysts for setting up the interest group. By September 
1981, Yo reported that we had 40 members. By the end of 1981 there were 63.

‘I believe I was the first to suggest a study meeting which took place at my home on 
12 December 1981 after a spectacular snowfall. This has become a typical approach and 
follows a model I encountered in the philatelic world. Indeed the Society resembles one of 
the many interest groups in that sphere, many of which are called Study Circles. I had 
thought that the market for OS maps would gradually change as networks built up, 
knowledge expanded, and collecting became more organised, once the parameters became 
better known. Despite the existence of Seymour’s History…, the fragmentary nature of the 
OS records has enhanced the importance of the published output of maps. This increases the 
significance of collecting, and collections both public and private. It was foreseen that the 
interest group model would enable members to be better prepared to cope with such scattered 
material.

‘Sheetlines and the booklets which followed are amazingly successful and of course the 
Concise Guide for Historians… has made us more widely known. My other notes indicate 
that we avoided giving the impression that we were a group of collectors. Having said that, as 
in philately, it is not at all easy to disentangle collecting from research, the serious business.

‘Yo also reported in September 1981 that she had all the material she needed for the first 
newsletter. It is clear from the minutes of the inaugural meeting that publications were 
regarded as risky and expensive. Authors were to be expected to publish in existing learned 
journals. The transformation of Sheetlines from a newsletter to a mini-journal and the 
development of a specialised publication list, begun as a “kitchen table” exercise, are 
manifestations of the increasing maturity of the Society. Sheetlines was called the newsletter 
of the Society until 1990, when the new Editor, Richard Oliver, recognised the fact that we 
had outgrown our original estimate of membership, and had included research as well as 
review, commentary, correspondence and notices in the newsletter. See Richard’s letter from
the Editor in Sheetlines 28, September 1990, and note that he does not call it an Editorial. 
Incidentally this same issue contains the second of the CCS working papers – by Richard 
Oliver - on steeples and spires.

‘Meanwhile the map market after annual general meetings, which grew informally as a 
service to members, almost seems to have a life of its own now. It was set up experimentally 
in 1985 and has become a regular attraction wherever the annual meeting is held. Woe betide 
us if we overlook, or appear to overlook, the requirements of the increasingly professional 
dealers wishing to attend. Although it originally seems to have been seen as a way in which 
members might swap maps, the members with large stocks for sale now dominate.

‘Sheetlines has occasionally featured discussions about ourselves rather than about maps. 
See Alan Godfrey’s 1983 article ‘Where are we going?’ in Sheetlines 8, p9. Membership was 
then 111 but an increasingly small proportion of members were active, a thought picked up 
by Brian Garvan the incoming membership secretary.

‘Looking through the first ten years of our existence as recorded by committee and AGM 
minutes I get the feeling that the 1990s have been rather different. Before then we were 
essentially running an outfit which relied on typed or handwritten notes and letters. 
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Computerisation was limited. The earliest index for Sheetlines was typed into a word-
processor package from record cards. Membership records were not yet computer-based. 
Before communication between us was speeded by e-mail most tasks took that much longer 
to complete. Now for a similar effort we can deal with more members.’

This is perhaps as well for a Society that still relies on voluntary effort. The ‘small 
group’ has grown to well over four hundred members, whose continued lively interest in, and 
desire to be better informed about, Ordnance Survey maps is clear from the pages of this and 
every issue of Sheetlines. It is a remarkable tribute to the long-term appeal of the subject that, 
a quarter of a century after the first meeting, fourteen of the original fifteen founder members 
are still on our books.

&KDUOHV�&ORVH�6RFLHW\�� 3XEOLFDWLRQV�� 6SHFLDO�2IIHUV
/,0,7('�180%(56�IRU�D�/,0,7('�7,0(
7KH�³7HQ�0LOH´�PDSV�RI�WKH�2UGQDQFH�6XUYH\V�

Normally ��������On sale at ����� inc. UK postage and packing.

7KH�PDSV�RI�WKH�2UGQDQFH�6XUYH\�
D�PLG�9LFWRULDQ�YLHZ�E\�&DSWDLQ�+�5LDOO�6DQNH\��5(�
Normally �������On sale at ����� inc. UK postage and packing.

)URP��VW�6HSWHPEHU��IRU�D�OLPLWHG�SHULRG��WKH�6RFLHW\�LV�PDNLQJ�DYDLODEOH
WR�PHPEHUV��OLPLWHG�QXPEHUV�RI�WKHVH�SXEOLFDWLRQV�DW�µEDUJDLQ¶�SULFHV�
7KLV�RIIHU�FORVHV�RQ����)HEUXDU\������DQG�LV�XQOLNHO\�WR�EH�UHSHDWHG�

7KH�³7HQ�0LOH´�PDSV�RI�WKH�2UGQDQFH�6XUYH\V
This 212 page, A4, softback book by Roger Hellyer has been described as “The definitive 
text on this complex subject including much valuable information on Irish OS involvement. 
Tremendous value”.

7KH�PDSV�RI�WKH�2UGQDQFH�6XUYH\�
D�PLG�9LFWRULDQ�YLHZ�E\�&DSWDLQ�+�5LDOO�6DQNH\��5(

This 36 page, illustrated, A4, softback, with an introduction by Ian Mumford, has been 
described as “a must for anyone interested in OS maps, printing or technology generally”.

Send orders to: Publications Manager, The Charles Close Society,
11 Riverdale, WETHERBY, Yorkshire, LS22 6RP, United Kingdom.

Please make cheques payable in VWHUOLQJ to: “7KH�&KDUOHV�&ORVH�6RFLHW\”. UK Postage and 
packing included in sale prices. For orders of more than one of each book and/or overseas 
orders, contact Publications Manager for details. Please allow 28 days for delivery. No 
publications sent “On Approval”.
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'HDOHUV�LQ�VHFRQG�KDQG�26�PDSV
$�SRVVLEOH�QHZ�LQIRUPDWLRQ�VHUYLFH�IRU�PHPEHUV

Over recent months I have received several unsolicited enquiries asking whether the Society 
maintains a list of dealers in second-hand OS maps. Because of these enquiries, the 
Publications Sub Committee have accepted an offer I have made to compile an informal list 
of dealers which would be made available on paper and, in due course, on the Society’s 
website. As a start to compiling this list I would like to invite those amongst our membership 
who already deal in second-hand OS maps to submit their details for inclusion.

$Q\�OLVWLQJV�SURGXFHG�ZLOO�EH�IDFWXDO�RQO\�DQG�ZLOO�QRW� LQGLFDWH�DQ\�&KDUOHV�&ORVH�
6RFLHW\�µVHDO�RI�DSSURYDO¶��HQGRUVHPHQW�RU�UDWLQJ�V\VWHP�

Could I therefore ask members who would like their details included to supply me with 
the following information by letter, fax or e-mail – preferably e-mail so that I only have to 
edit, not re-enter, details.

Name
Business name – whether an individual or a company
Shop or private premises
Full address and post code
Telephone number(s)
Fax number(s)
E-mail address
Web URL address (if relevant )1. 
Are personal visits to your premises possible?
Stock areas: a (one-inch Old Series), b (one-inch New Series to 5th Edition),

c (one-inch 6th & 7th Series), d (half-inch & quarter-inch),
e (tourist & district), f (Scottish), g (Irish), h (1:25,000), i (large scales).

Normal stock size: 1 (1-100), 2 (101-250), 3 (251-500), 4 (501-1000), 5 (1001-3000),
6 (3001-5000), 7 (over 5000).
,GHDOO\�SOHDVH�FRPELQH�WKH�DERYH�± H�J��D���F���H��HWF�

Preferred contact method for ordering
Are catalogues issued?
Are discounts available to Charles Close Society members?
Payment methods acceptable - cash, cheques, credit cards
Other specialisms - e.g. OS related books/publications, areas covered etc.

If you believe that other straightforward information might be usefully included please let me 
know. Current plans are to have the first listing available in printed form to go out with the 
December 2001 issue of 6KHHWOLQHV, followed, possibly, by inclusion in the Almanack, and on 
the website.  
Contact details: Professor David J Parsons, Chairman, Publications Sub Committee, Charles 
Close Society, 1 Kent Drive, Congleton, Cheshire, CW12 1SD, United Kingdom.
Phone: +44 (0) 1260 271 596; fax: +44 (0) 1260 270 875; mobile: 07802 709193; 
GSDUVRQV#DWWF�GHPRQ�FR�XN

'DYLG�3DUVRQV

1 We plan at some point to include the list on the Society’s website – so please also indicate whether you would wish to
have your details included there.
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'DWDEDVH�IRU�H[FKDQJLQJ�PDSV
There has been an excellent response to my note in 6KHHWOLQHV��� regarding a database for the 
buying and selling of OS maps. I have made several attempts to produce a formal structure 
based on editions, but have ended up simply reproducing individuals lists as submitted to me. 
This seems best to reflect each person’s needs.

At the moment the database is to be found under ‘index’ on my own website 
KWWS���\RX�JHQLH�FR�XN�IRUEHVFU� but I hope it will merit its own site. If you have had a look 
already and been put off by gobbledegook, please try again as we seem to have sorted out the 
problems of different browsers. Do have a think about participating as we have already had 
successful matches. Please contact me before you make up your lists – e-mail 
IRUEHVFU#X�JHQLH�FR�XN to discuss the form you want.

)RUEHV�5REHUWVRQ

9LVLW�WR�WKH�3XEOLF�5HFRUG�2IILFH��.HZ�����0DUFK�����
-RKQ�.LQJ

A small group of seventeen members gathered at 11 am for coffee, before being welcomed to 
the PRO by Sarah Tyacke, Keeper of Public Records.

Yo Hodson treated us to a slide presentation and talk, ostensibly on Captain Mudge’s 
map of Kent (since it was the 200th anniversary of its publication) but, in fact, on the wider 
background, placing the map firmly in its military context and period. Yo, as ever, 
demonstrated her tremendous breadth of knowledge.

Under the supervision of the PRO staff, we were allowed to look at the maps of the 
period – and what a wealth was presented to us. The 1786 military survey of Plymouth at the 
six-inch scale (of which we saw only the central section) comprised one part in outline only, 
a second part showing land use and a final part (around Plymouth) showing land use and 
hachures. We were also shown maps of Jersey, Guernsey and one of Norfolk/Suffolk, which 
included a military road classification system. Finally, we were shown a copy of the original 
survey of Kent with a high level of road, bridge, fence, etc. detail.  And all that time, Yo was 
passing comments and answering our questions!

Brian Adams then produced his copy of the Mudge map of Kent (an early state) and
proceeded to show us how the latitude on the map was wrong! By this time, we had already 
over-run by half an hour, due to intensive academic discussion about the maps.

After a hurried lunch, we returned for a talk from Geraldine Beech of the PRO on the 
PROCAT system of reference and means of searching for maps. Again, this prompted many 
questions and much discussion.

We were then taken to the Training Room where a display of maps and drawings had 
been laid out for us. The display was largely on coastal defences and included maps of 
Romney Marsh, (the earliest being from 1536), the Royal Military Canal, drawings and 
photographs of Martello Towers and a map of the Romney, Hythe and Dymchurch Railway 
showing the extension in the late 1920s. Also included was a selection of railway ephemera 
and postcards relating to the RHDR (of great interest to this railway buff!).
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Other material laid out for our inspection included the OS map of the Survey of 
Jerusalem, the 1791 Trigonometrical Survey of S.E. England (and related documents) and a 
“Ridings” map of Surrey/Berkshire. The latter had only been recently ‘discovered’ and 
looked like a trig. map but had been originally wrongly described and dated. (Geraldine 
Beech was very glad of the input from the CCS members!) This map needs further 
investigation.

Various reports had been laid out including a survey of a coastline in preparation for 
invasion. The PRO date on the document was 1756 but Yo asked permission to take a sheet 
and, holding it up to the light, discovered the watermark date of 1796! Further reading of the 
document revealed that it probably related to the Norfolk/Suffolk map, which Yo had been 
talking about earlier – a real find. Again, further investigation is required.

All too soon the day was drawing to a close (with tea and biscuits provided by the PRO). 
Dave Watt gave Yo and the PRO Team a vote of thanks. We must thank Yo Hodson for her 
talk and insights into the many maps, and also Brian Adams. We are very grateful to the PRO 
for their hospitability, the well-appointed lecture room and all the effort that had gone into 
preparing the display, particularly to Geraldine Beech, Rose Mitchell and Meryl Foster. 
Finally, thanks are due to Gerry Jarvis for all the organisation that went into the day. As a 
schoolmaster, I know only too well how much work a trip like this takes and the CCS 
members should be grateful for his time and effort.

&RQIHVVLRQ�WLPH"

,�ZRXOGQ¶W�PLQG�EHWWLQJ�WKDW�QRW�D�VLQJOH�SHUVRQ�LQ�WKLV�FDUULDJH�KROGV�D�ILUVW�FODVV�WLFNHW�

Spotted by David Archer on the back of a one-inch Fifth Edition St. Albans District Map. 
Similar examples of curious manuscript annotations are very welcome.
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/LH�RI�WKH�/DQG��WKH�VHFUHW�OLIH�RI�PDSV
1HZ�H[KLELWLRQ�DW�WKH�%ULWLVK�/LEUDU\

Can you rely on a map to tell you where you are? What we see on a map is rarely the same as 
the land under our feet. Some maps deliberately set out to deceive. Many show a selective 
view and reflect only the interests of the people who made them. Stunning maps from ancient 
to modern reveal a secret world for you to discover. In every case there is more than meets 
the eye. 
Highlights include: 

• World War II escape maps, made under the noses of the enemy

• Paradise found! The Garden of Eden and the Tower of Babel discovered in the 
Middle East

• A huge China dwarfs a tiny America in 1644 – the shape of things to come?

• Roman Britain mapped out – forgery which fooled academics for over 100 years

���-XO\������WR���$SULO�������LQ�WKH�%ULWLVK�/LEUDU\¶V�3HDUVRQ�*DOOHU\��$GPLVVLRQ�IUHH�

7KH�&RXQWU\VLGH�DQG�5LJKWV�RI�:D\�$FW�² DQ�XSGDWH
5LFKDUG�(YDQV

6KHHWOLQHV� �� contained a short introduction to the consequences for OS maps of the 
Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000.1 This article updates readers on current 
developments to the end of June. A number of final decisions have yet to be made and there 
will certainly be a need for further updates, as well as the possibility of review articles on the 
products.

There are essentially two elements to the mapping process. The provision of statutory 
maps, and the consequences of the legislation on published small scale maps in the ([SORUHU�
and /DQGUDQJHU�series.

On statutory mapping, the Countryside Agency (CA) has now published leaflets for wide 
distribution: 'UDZLQJ�WKH�%RXQGDULHV�summarises the mapping and consultation process, and 
1HZ� 5LJKWV�� 1HZ� 5HVSRQVLELOLWLHV� provides a simple explanation of the new countryside 
access arrangements.2 This article will not attempt to reproduce or summarise them but will 
concentrate on the consequences for Ordnance Survey.

After publication by the Government of its conclusions following consultation on how to 
secure more and better access to the countryside, the Countryside Agency initiated a pilot 
mapping exercise, undertaken by the GeoData Institute at the University of Southampton. At 
a meeting of the National Countryside Access Forum in November 1999, the Institute 
explained the work it had done to identify the scope and utility of using existing datasets for 
mapping open access land.

1 2000 Chapter 37.
2 Obtainable from Countryside Agency Publications, (0970) 120 6466.
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The final contract for the mapping was awarded in late 2000 to Binnie Black Veatch 
(BBV), specialists in environmental consultancy mapping, who have been consulting 
interested bodies on the mapping methodology: this has been developed from the assessment 
undertaken by the GeoData Institute.3 Section 11 of the CRoW Act provides for Regulations 
relating to map production with respect of the scale on which maps are to be prepared and the 
manner and form in which they are to be prepared and issued. These Regulations are still 
awaited and therefore work by BBV remains subject to the requirements to be specified in 
regulations.

BBV’s methodology and procedures are based on the use of OS digital base-mapping. 
The Act allows for the production of the maps in electronic format with Geographic 
Information Systems (GIS) being used to construct the draft, provisional and conclusive 
maps. GIS and web based mapping will be used as well as paper maps for consultation.

BBV will be using the best available datasets, with these being validated by aerial 
photography. Where datasets are inadequate, aerial photography will be the primary source 
of information with field surveys being used for validation.

Nevertheless the results of the pilot and other factors mean that the methodology is 
dictated by available topographic mapping. The mapping will therefore be based on the OS’s 
new Digital National Framework (DNF). These data define geographic areas known as 
polygons based on land parcel boundaries such as walls, fences and hedges. Each parcel has 
a unique number, its topographic identifier known as a TOID which can be used to associate 
any information specific to that parcel of land. The ‘attribute data’ text may include 
information on whether the parcel qualifies as open country, and on any current restrictions 
in force (eg military land). DNF data are based on OS’s National Topographic Database 
(NTD); the scale for which is the largest available: 1:10,000 for mountains and moors; 
1:2500 in rural areas and 1:1250 in towns and cities. The mapping process, is therefore based 
on selecting land parcels and attributing them with information relevant to the CRoW Act. 
The use of DNF will give access authorities a powerful tool to manage restrictions and 
closures.

Although BBV will be working on the largest scale available, I understand that, for 
copyright reasons, those accessing draft maps at the consultation stage via the Internet will be 
provided with a map at 1:25,000, which can be enlarged, but with a consequent lack of 
definition. Paper maps available for consultation in local authority offices etc are likely to be 
at the scale most appropriate to the purpose, according to local conditions.

OS will deliver DNF later this year. In the meantime, in the two lead areas, BBV will be 
using an enhanced form of earlier data, but these will be transferred to DNF as soon as it 
becomes available. Overall the use of DNF will mean BBV having maps and datasets of the 
same high quality as OS’s own NTD.

So far as published small scale maps - ([SORUHUV and /DQGUDQJHUV – are concerned, the
latest news from OS4 is that it is still undertaking trials, but so far, their favoured depiction is 
for all access land to be shown by a yellow infill with a darker yellow border. OS’s overall 
aim is to show Access Land to an appropriate level of detail in a way which is clear and 
simple to users. As OS’s letter is headed “Small Scales Mapping Reviews” it seems that the 
CRoW Act consequences are now a key part of those reviews. 

3 The description of methodology is based on a draft prepared by BBV for the Countryside Agency, Spring 2001.
4 Letter from Mrs Cockshaw to author, 25 June 2001.
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&52:�$FW�0DSSLQJ�$UHDV

The timetable is set out in the table below:

0DSSLQJ�
$UHD

0DSSLQJ
VWDUWV

'UDIW�PDS�
SURGXFHG

3URYLVLRQDO�PDS�
SURGXFHG

&RQFOXVLYH�PDS�
SURGXFHG

1 April 2001 Nov 2001 April 2002 Nov 2002
2 April 2001 Nov 2001 April 2002 Nov 2002
3 Nov 2001 June 2002 Dec 2002 Aug 2003
4 Feb 2002 Sept 2002 Mar 2003 Nov 2003
5 May 2002 Dec 2002 June 2003 Feb 2004
6 Aug 2002 Mar 2002 Sept 2003 May 2004
7 Nov 2002 June 2003 Dec 2003 July 2004
8 Jan 2003 Aug 2003 Aug 2003 Sept 2004

The exact boundaries of the mapping areas in England may be seen on the Countryside 
Agency website at KWWS���ZZZ�FRXQWU\VLGH�JRY�XN�DFFHVV�PDSSLQJ�GHIDXOW�KWP.

The Countryside Council for Wales aims to have the first draft maps, of the Berwyn area, 
available for consultation in January 2002 and to complete draft mapping for Wales in 2003.
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2UGQDQFH�6XUYH\�WDUJHWV
An OS news release of 28 June announces that Sally Keeble, the Minister now responsible 
for Britain’s national mapping agency, has set ‘challenging’ new targets:

• to raise income of £85.6 million through sales, licensing and other activities;
• to achieve an efficiency gain of 3% in 2001-02;
• to despatch 93% of orders for small-scale products within two working days;
• to increase the number of users of OS websites by 50%;
• to ensure that 99.5% of ‘significant real-world features’, such as new buildings, are 

included in the OS database within six months of completion;
• to reduce carbon emissions from the head office building by at least 1% per year.

$�QHZ�/DQG�8VH�PDS
-RKQ�.LQJ

%ULJKWRQ�	�+RYH������������������74������
This map is a product of the Geographical Association’s Land Use - UK Project of 19961

which mapped over 1500 one square kilometre areas of the United Kingdom in a stratified 
sample based on land-type classification developed by the Institute of Terrestrial Ecology. 
Twenty-four categories were used with a significant number of sub-divisions of urban 
categories. It was decided that at least one area covered by the second Land Use Survey 
(1960s)2 should be mapped and published. The Brighton & Hove area was chosen thus 
allowing a comparison of land use change over sixty years from the first LUS of the 1930s3.

The area was surveyed by committee members of the Brighton Branch of the 
Geographical Association and by first-year undergraduates of the University of Sussex under 
the direction of Dr J A Binns. The map, at a scale of 1:25,000, covers an area of 10 × 20 km 
(TQ20/30) and provides a direct comparison with the second LUS Sheet 77 published in 
1968. The map was drawn in the University of Sussex’s Cartographic Design Unit by Susan 
Rowland. It was created from a digital base provided by Ordnance Survey and uses the latest 
computerised techniques to ensure both accuracy and graphic elegance. It is an attractive map 
and aesthetically pleasing. One Sussex geography teacher said “It’s striking, it’s informative 
and it’s beautiful, what more could you want?”4

The map is available from Latitude, 27-28 The Service Road, Potters Bar, Hertfordshire, 
EN6 1QA (tel: 01707 663090). A single copy with a teacher’s guide costs £10, whilst a copy 
of the 1967 land use map and the 1996 map together cost £14.

1 The operation and results for Land Use – UK 1996 are reported in R Walford, ‘LAND-USE UK, a survey for the 21st 
Century’, Geographical Association, 1997.

2 The conclusions of the second LUS are discussed in A Coleman, ‘Land-use planning; success or failure?’, Architects’ 
Journal, 19 January 1977, pp 94-134.

3 The comprehensive summary of the work of the first LUS is in L D Stamp, ‘The Land of Britain; its use and misuse’, 
London, Longman, 1948.

4 Quoted in R Walford, ‘New Land use map is valuable addition to geography classrooms’, Ordnance Survey mapping 
news, issue 19, Winter 2000, pp 10-12. This also includes a comparison in colour of a part of the three land use maps.
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1HZ�2UGQDQFH�6XUYH\�5RDG�0DSV�DW����������
&KULV�%RDUG

$�UHYLHZ�RI�5RDG�0DS����6RXWK�(DVW�(QJODQG�LQFOXGLQJ�/RQGRQ��ZLWK�VRPH�FRPPHQWV�
RQ�5RDG�0DS����1RUWKHUQ�6FRWODQG�2UNQH\�DQG�6KHWODQG�
The expected repackaging of the 7UDYHOPDVWHU series as a set of road maps, now in a 
distinctive green cover, has produced little more than a new cover, a single major change in 
content and a few changes in the detailed information. At first glance the cover is basically a 
tasteful green rather than the rather brash cyan of the 7UDYHOPDVWHU series. It shows a 
representative picture, now of the Royal Pavilion Brighton, but adds a section of the mapping 
itself (South East England including London). As before the diagram of all the sheets in the 
series appears on the back cover along with a sketch map of places on this map. Opening up 
the map with the picture upright, once more there are a table of distances between major 
points shown on a small accompanying map and an index of places in South East England, 
using an alpha-numeric system to identify 10 × 10 km squares of the National Grid. When 
examining the face of the maps sent for review it looks very much like those they replace.

On the whole it appears that the changes are principally cosmetic and hardly justify the 
rebranding of the series as new, starting with the A edition in the current year. Each sheet 
costs £3.95. A chance visit to a National Trust property early in April revealed on sale a new 
Motoring Atlas for £2.99 also in a cover of “traditional British racing green”1 but evidently 
containing the new mapping. Even so, there is no complete break between the 7UDYHOPDVWHUV
and the Road Maps, because some of the changes described below were being introduced in 
the latest editions of the former series. 

Well, how new is the mapping? Very disappointingly, the layer coloured relief still uses 
imperial contours and spot heights. The lowest layer is now white rather than very pale 
yellow. Isn’t it time that the map is metricated, excepting of course the distances which have 
to be in miles? It seems that our continental visitors are being fobbed off with old-style 
mapping, mollifying them by translating some of the legend into French and German. Hill 
shading (not translated) appears in the legend as it did in 1999. But hill shading is really 
inappropriate at this scale in the more closely settled areas of Britain and its appearance in 
the South Downs in small patches can be confused with woodland. It would be best to omit it 
altogether. In the Scottish mountains the hill shading helps you to pick out the main relief 
elements. However, on balance hill shading adds little to the value of a road map.

In general terms the “new” road map covers the same areas on each sheet, with the same 
format and uses the same mapping as the 7UDYHOPDVWHU2. Some of the errors resulting from 
the introduction of new-style lettering introduced on later editions of the 5RXWHPDVWHU series3

have still not been made good.
There are, however some useful changes, several of which had occurred on the C edition 

of the 7UDYHOPDVWHU. The sizes of tourist symbols (except that for ‘Information’) have been 
reduced, but they remain legible. Camping and caravan sites and Park and Ride schemes are 
now shown, but Ancient Monuments have gone. Some of the latter, such as Stonehenge, 

1 Quotation from the OS Press Release 17/01, issued 30 March 2001.
2 Reviewed in 6KHHWOLQHV ��, 44-48.
3 For example the omission of the E-W road through Woolbeding near Midhurst.
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were already classified as Landmarks, a very broad category of place. The advantage of 
showing these is that they are clearly located with a small black square, as are the telephone 
kiosks. Ancient features are depicted in a kind of Old English font, while more modern ones 
of some note are in the same font as used for minor place names. These include country 
houses or mansions, nineteenth century forts, a monastery, a monument to Tennyson. 
However “Native forts”, usually of prehistoric origin, are marked by an earthwork symbol 
and sometimes named as at Luddington Castle or Uffington Castle. The nearby White Horse 
is recognised as a landmark. I wonder whether very new landmarks such as Canary Wharf 
will ever qualify. The trouble with landmarks is that not everybody agrees on what is a 
landmark. Thus it is reasonable to expect “any conspicuous object on land marking a locality 
or serving as a guide”4 to reflect the interests of motorists and general tourists. Country 
houses such as Acrise Place, which does not rate a blue symbol, ought not to qualify, but 
RUTUPIAE at Richborough surely does. They are both in East Kent.

In passing, only one of the radio or TV masts on the Crystal Palace ridge are shown and 
without a symbol locating it. These features could be used by visiting motorists – they are 
obvious enough from many parts of South London. Such symbols should be placed with 
greater care. Some effort has been made to place the blue tourist symbols where the facilities 
actually are. Unfortunately quite a few other tourist features serve to indicate sometimes very 
important sites, such as Runnymede and Magna Carta Island above Staines. With its 
associations for American visitors and the English-speaking world there is space to add the 
name Runnymede. It is a pity that the launch of a new map has not taken advantage of re-
examining the tourist symbols.

Positively there are some new features – Long Distance Path 16, the Cotswold Way, and 
the Croydon Tramlink, which warrants a new symbol for ‘Track Rapid Transit’ rather than 
the longer title ‘Light Rapid Transit System’ of the ([SORUHU series. Turning to the roads, a 
distinction is now made within C and unclassified roads between those generally more than 
four metres wide (now shown in yellow) and those generally less than four metres wide. This 
helpful differentiation first appeared on the 1:100,000 experimental tourist maps of Cornwall 
and Devon. Being incorporated in the mapping used for them, it also appears on the various 
motoring atlases for 2001. On the Scottish sheet poor registration makes it harder to see the 
yellow in these roads, especially where it overlaps woodland. Because the colour fill for 
these roads is so narrow it needs to be a brighter yellow to be easily seen.

As for minor changes in detail, we see that there are some adjustments in the extent of 
the minor roads. On Salisbury Plain the village of Imber has finally been removed, as have 
the roads leading to it. What was before the Second World War a normal settlement, had then 
became a setting for training and now of no significance in the rural life of Wiltshire –
removed from the map as definitively as Old Winchelsea had been obliterated by the 
encroaching sea in medieval times.

Closer inspection reveals several instances of changes in the minor road pattern, or the 
repositioning of place names the better to describe and name settlements. Some new names 
have appeared since the last 7UDYHOPDVWHU was published in 1999, e.g. Holt Heath near 
Wimborne Minster, but this is a reflection of the progressively modification of place names 
and settlements from edition to edition. Some minor place names have been repositioned, but 
Roudham (W1, north of Bridgham) is still unnamed as it was on the 7UDYHOPDVWHUV.

4 Definition from Chambers Dictionary (1993).



13

As expected, the major road pattern and its numbering has been updated with the 
addition of B1043 running parallel with the A1(M) north of Peterborough. More information 
is provided on motorways, previously found only in the atlases. Restricted junctions are now 
described in detail in a panel south of the Strait of Dover. More road numbers are given than 
on the 7UDYHOPDVWHUV and the service areas on them and the primary roads are now indicated 
in black. This allows their easier identification irrespective of the category of road they 
happen to be on.

Regional names have a little more prominence on the new map. Cotswold Hills is larger 
and bolder than it was on the 7UDYHOPDVWHUV, but it still does not stretch, as it should, in a 
single line across the area between Birdlip and Chipping Campden. The Weald is now 
divided into the Low Weald and the High Weald. There is no practical solution other than to 
put Low Weald in three of the areas where the name applies. Vales come in smaller italic 
capitals, but why is the Vale of the White Horse in smaller lettering than the Vale of Pewsey?

If this Road map is but a stop-gap product, it might not be too fanciful to foresee a road 
map where the traditional double-lined symbol is replaced by bands of colour of different 
widths marking each category. This would make the resulting graphic product much lighter 
and just as informative as now. Perhaps the newly announced design centre should take this 
on board. OS has frequently experimented in the past and should not be afraid to do so again.

¶0DSSLQJ�*DOORZD\·��DQ�H[KLELWLRQ�UHYLHZ
-DFN�.LUE\

‘Mapping Galloway’ was an exhibition mounted by Dumfries and Galloway Museum 
Service and displayed at Stranraer Museum and the Stewartry Museum at Kirkcudbright 
earlier this year.1 The exhibition was aimed at the general public, and provided an 
introduction to the history of cartography in Galloway. The chief interest for the specialist 
visitor was seeing the selection of maps on display together, including some from private 
collections that would not normally be available for public viewing. The value for students of 
Ordnance Survey was seeing OS mapping set in its historical and cartographic contexts. In 
this review, I will summarise the exhibition, with a particular focus on those areas most 
likely to interest 6KHHWOLQHV readers.

The exhibition started with a text panel exploring some of the reasons for making maps, 
and a definition of Galloway: “Scotland’s south-west corner”. Galloway was formed by the 
amalgamation of Wigtownshire and Kirkcudbrightshire, and these were the units used by 
Ordnance Survey for its original County Series mapping of the area. The text went on to give 
definitions taken from Collins Concise Dictionary for the words map, mapping, chart and 
cartography, which may seem rather basic to the specialist visitor, but helped to fix the 
subject in the minds of those new to it.

The text explained that the first true maps of Scotland were made in the second half of 
the sixteenth century. The atlas published in 1595 produced by Gerard Mercator (better 
known for his map projection) became a standard work. The period was represented in the 
display by John Speed’s map of Scotland of 1610.

1 The exhibition was shown at Stranraer from 20 January to 3 March 2001, and at the Stewartry Museum from 24 
March to 19 May. This review is of the version of the exhibition displayed at the Stewartry Museum.



14

After the first maps of the country, a number of maps were produced covering counties. 
Timothy Pont’s maps were compiled between 1583 and 1601, and published in Joannis 
Blaeu’s atlas of 1654. So publishers were reusing old survey data as long as four centuries 
ago – a precedent for some modern mapmakers?! Blaeu’s atlas was, however, the first 
reasonably accurate large-scale survey. The sheet entitled ‘The Stewartrie of Kirkcubright’ 
(sic) was on display, and is notable for being oriented with north on the right-hand side of the 
map.

The seventeenth century saw the development of a commercial market for maps, and 
new surveys such as that published by Herman Moll in 1725, a copy of which was on 
display. A particularly talented and productive surveyor was John Ainslie, who, like 
Ordnance Survey later, mapped at one inch to the mile (1:63,360). Ainslie’s map of 
Wigtownshire was published in 1782, with the Stewartry of Kirkcudbright following in 1796. 
Ainslie followed the fashion of the time for decorative cartouches with cultural references: 
the north-east section of the Kirkcudbrightshire map has a cartouche featuring cows, sheep –
and a crate of China tea apparently representing smuggling on the Solway Firth!

The section of the exhibition on Ordnance Survey detailed its antecedents in the military 
survey of Scotland carried out after the Jacobite rebellion of 1745-6. A facsimile of a local 
part of William Roy’s military survey, covering Minnigaff, Cairnsmore and Ferrytoun of 
Cree, was on display. The text then went on to mention the decision to map at six inches to 
the mile (1:10,560) and the Survey Act of 1841. There was a succinct explanation of the 
rationale behind the choice of the largest scales in the area after 1887: cultivated land was 
mapped at 25 inches to the mile (1:2500), while towns with a population of over 4,000 were 
covered by the “remarkably large” scale of around ten feet to one mile (1:500). However, the 
text does not note that in predominantly rural Galloway, only Kirkcudbright and Wigtown 
qualified for this scale of mapping.

Wigtownshire and Kirkcudbrightshire were two of the ‘replotted counties’ for which 
1:2500 maps were produced by replotting 1:10,560 data. Apart from giving the date of 1887, 
when replotting was started, the text did not refer to the complexities of maps of the replotted 
counties, and students of OS would also have missed any references to the ‘Battle of the 
Scales’, or to early town mapping in Galloway at 1:1056 scale. However, selectivity is 
inevitable in any exhibition, and in any case the intention was to provide an introduction 
rather than a comprehensive history. Also, most general visitors would probably have been 
bored or confused by bombardment with dates and scales in the text. The panel on OS 
concluded by explaining that the organisation continues to map the country, and referred to 
the latest series (by which it means the 1:2500 National Grid series) having been started in 
1948 and completed in the 1980s.

There were relatively few Ordnance Survey maps on display at the Stewartry Museum. 
Those chosen were a selection of small-scale inter-war maps. At Stranraer Museum (where a 
bigger gallery meant that the exhibition was larger) I have been told that large scale plans 
from around the turn of the last century were on display. It was a pity that there was no space 
for these at the Stewartry Museum, as so much of the text about Ordnance Survey referred to 
the larger scales.

For those interested, the OS maps displayed, folded, at the Stewartry Museum were as 
follows:

Map of Scotland, Popular Edition, sheets 82, $LOVD &UDLJ�DQG�*LUYDQ, and 83, /RFK�'RRQ.
Road Map, hill-shaded edition, sheet 30, $\U.
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One-inch coloured edition, sheets 14, $\U�DQG�'LVWULFW, and 8, &DUULFN�DQG�'LVWULFW.
The remainder of the exhibition consisted of two thematic sections. The first was on 

estate maps, produced during the eighteenth century when there was considerable enclosure 
and replanning of the Scottish agricultural landscape. Several of the plans on display were 
large scale ones made by John Gillone, described as “one of the most skilled surveyors in 
Galloway”. Large scale estate plans continued for a different reason in the nineteenth 
century: the exhibition included a plan of an estate at Castle Douglas produced for an early 
estate agent’s brochure. This showed not only the fields surrounding the house at the centre 
of the estate, but a plan of the house interior. The advent of Ordnance Survey maps did not, 
then, totally remove the need for private surveys.

The final section looked at marine and Admiralty charts, which were naturally important 
in this coastal region. South-west Scotland was first mapped in the 1770s by the surveyor 
Murdoch Mackenzie; his 1775 chart of the Bay of Luce and north coast of the Isle of Man 
was on display. John Gillone was again represented by a map of the River Dee at 
Kirkcudbright, made with John Brown. This map is notable for its detailed representation of 
the yairs (fish traps) characteristic of the area.

Two other examples of types of map were displayed without detailed explanation. The 
first was an eighteenth century road map showing (in strips) the route from Dumfries to 
Portpatrick. The second was a geological map of Wigtown on an Ordnance Survey base map 
(a reprint dating from 1964 of a 1925 edition). Displaying these two maps made a good 
addition to the overall range of mapping represented in the exhibition: it was sensible to 
represent the major types of map whilst not trying to achieve complete coverage in a small 
space.

The new OS Explorers covering Galloway were not published until after the exhibition 
opened, otherwise they would have made a good finishing point, bringing the story up to 
date. Had there been more space for the exhibition, it would have been interesting to see 
examples of modern developments, such as digital mapping. I also wondered whether a few 
suggestions for further reading could have been made; the exhibition could easily have 
stimulated some visitors to want to find out more about cartography.

Overall, the exhibition contained an excellent selection of local maps. The maps were 
generally well-chosen examples of their types, and it was possible to appreciate why the 
different types of map had developed at different times. It was particularly interesting to see 
Ordnance Survey maps in the context of Scottish mapping generally. Indeed, through the 
maps on display, visitors were introduced to many of the key points in Scottish cartographic 
history. It would be good if more local museums mounted exhibitions of this type, for maps 
can engage the general visitor and specialist alike.

7KH�PLVVLQJ�6HYHQWK�6HULHV�PDSV
$ODQ�<RXQJ

The maps reproduced with this article are part of a batch of one-inch Seventh Series maps 
never previously published. They belong to an unnamed, fictitious territory of 21,500 
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square miles, somewhere between the size of Wales and Scotland, that I have been 
constructing for about thirty-five years.

I find map drawing the ultimate form of relaxation (apart from sleep!) and have always 
been fascinated by landscapes, city layouts, place-names, and railways. To me the natural 
outcome of these interests is to invent and draw landscapes and to present them in my 
favourite style and scale.

The series of maps I have produced began in 1966 when, aged fifteen, I drew 100 square 
miles of landscape at 1:63,360 reminiscent of Bedfordshire or Northamptonshire. Having 
completed this, I added another map continuing the landscape northwards, then westwards, 
and so on. The first map I acquired was sheet 78 1HZFDVWOH�XSRQ�7\QH (my local sheet), then 
as I obtained more Seventh Series Ordnance Survey maps I was able to appreciate the 
differing characteristics of British landscapes; so my own maps had areas reminiscent of 
Cornwall, Caithness, South Wales valleys, the Yorkshire Wolds, Rutland, or whatever area 
had most recently captured my interest. A journey I made from Bergen to Oslo through the 
Scandinavian mountains had a major impact on one map!

Although there was no real aim in drawing these maps, they did eventually prove their 
worth when I took a portfolio of them to my interview at Fitzwilliam College, Cambridge, 
where I had applied to read geography. Conversation at the interview did not progress far 
beyond the maps, and I was offered a place! As a geography teacher, one of my first tasks 
with Year 7 pupils1 is to teach them to draw maps, so I use my own to show what can be 
done without resorting to tracing, transferable lettering, photocopying, or scanning.

Until 1970 I drew the maps with medium ballpoint pen, and pencil crayon shading. I then 
graduated to 5RWULQJ pens, using a 1 mm point with black ink for single-track railways and 
sidings, road cases and other outlines; 2 mm with black ink for lettering; 3 mm with blue ink 
for water features; and 3 mm, with an orange/brown ink that I mixed myself, for contours. I 
continued to use black medium ballpoint for multiple track railways. More recently I have 
used 3LORW 1 mm to 3 mm pigment ink fibre-tip pens which are much easier and cleaner to 
use. However I have yet to find a fibre-tip pen to draw contours in an authentic colour, and 
my most recent map – several years in the making – has been marred by internal variation in 
contour colours. To ensure that lettering is approximately horizontal it is printed on pencil 
lines, which are then erased. 

I have used A2 cartridge paper for most of the more recent maps. I begin a new one by 
abutting one or more edges to existing sheets to draw in a fragment of the detail (contours, 
roads etc.) that continues from them. I sketch the main river systems, and possibly coastline, 
very lightly in pencil onto the paper; this gives me an idea of the location of major 
settlements and transport routes that the map will contain. I then draw the map in rectangles 
of 10 to 20 square inches, starting with the contours. The contour pattern and drainage 
system should be plausible, reflecting my limited grasp of geology! I usually have a general 
landscape character in mind when a new map is started, but it is unlikely to go according to 
plan. On one map, for example, I decided some way into drawing it to add a dormant volcano 
about 6,000 feet high with a genteel coastal resort reminiscent of Bournemouth at its foot. 
The landscapes are rarely as dramatic as this.

Much of the character of the map is given by the place-names, and I try to have in mind 
some kind of cultural background to the region that would produce, for example, Celtic, 

1 First Form, for the benefit of traditionalists!
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