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The top challenges for 2018 were:

Source of wealth Source of funds Making AML less 
process orientated

With so many still finding "making AML less process orientated" a big challenge, 
it is not surprising that the highest method of client screening is "manual 
checks using public websites". 

Having surveyed legal firms over 
the past three years there are some 
interesting trends that have appeared 
regarding the aspects of AML that they 
find challenging. 2018 saw decreases in 
all aspects, with some areas considered

The top AML 

challenges for legal firms 

The most popular channels for screening 

less challenging 
than they were in 
2017.

86% 96% 81% 80% 94% 91% 

Manual checks 
using public 

websites 85%

ID verification 
database 72% 

Sanctions 
database 69%

Politically exposed 
person(PEP) 

database 78%

Internal 
database 52%

Automated 
checking of 3rd 
party database 

by workflow 25%

91% 
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High Risk Medium Risk Low Risk

Frequency of screening 

An abundance of criteria is used to determine a client’s 
risk level with many factors considered of high importance.

What constitutes high risk? 

Continuously More than 
once a month

1-6 months

Geographic areas 
the client conducts 

business in

The client’s 
sector

Client entity 
type e.g. trust, 

foundation etc.

The type of products 
or services your 
client provides

Transactions 
and delivery 

channels your 
client uses

Ownership

Scope of work the 
client instructs 
you on/nature 

of retainer

98%

94%

Where the 
client is based 
geographically

97%

94%

The nature of the 
relationship with 

clients (e.g. face to 
face or distance)

97%

94%

Length and 
strength of client 

relationship

95%95%

92%
95%

83%

Accuity compiled the research in collaboration 
with the Law Society of England and Wales. 
Responses were received from 80 compliance 
professionals from law firms, 100% of which 
were from within the EU.

Endorsed by the Law Society, Accuity’s financial 
crime compliance solutions are powered by the 
industry’s most comprehensive database of 
high-risk entities, including sanctions, PEPs, 
adverse media, and enforcement data.

For more information please visit accuity.com/product/online-compliance

77% 33% 53% 16% 34% 36% 7% 31% 12% 


