
DLA Piper Strengthens  
Financial Crime Compliance  
with Accuity

DLA Piper Denmark is using Firco Online Compliance to  
meet increasing financial crime regulations

About DLA Piper
•  DLA Piper is a leading global law firm that 

employs over 4,200 lawyers in 40 countries 
around the world

•  It is the largest legal firm operating in the 
Nordic region, with over 550 lawyers in 
Denmark, Sweden, Norway and Finland

•  DLA Piper Denmark (formerly LETT) is a 
full-service firm with a range of clients, that was 
formed after a merger with Delacour in 2018

The Challenge
Globally recognised as a high-risk industry for 
money laundering and terrorist financing, the legal 
sector is experiencing greater pressure than ever to 
address financial crime compliance.

Regulations are evolving at pace. The European 
Union’s 5th Money Laundering Directive (5MLD) 
is due to come into force in January 2020, at which 

point member states, such as Denmark, will need 
to have transposed the new requirements into 
national legislation. 

The 5MLD will extend the measures already 
in place as part of the 4th Money Laundering 
Directive (4MLD), demanding additional rigour  
in identifying Politically Exposed Persons (PEPs) 
and beneficial owners, and conducting enhanced 
due diligence.

In addition to the EU’s changes, Denmark’s 
parliament has voted to make financial crime 
regulation stricter. The Danish Financial 
Supervisory Authority (FSA) was recently granted 
“a more proactive and aggressive method of 
supervision” and is placing an increased focus on 
the country’s financial crime controls. 

Legal firms operating in Denmark therefore  
need to ensure they have effective systems and 
processes in place to comply with all relevant 
legislation, while maintaining a smooth experience 
for their customers.



DLA Piper Denmark has taken a proactive approach 
to compliance by increasing the scope of its financial 
crime screening activity. 

The firm has implemented Firco Online Compliance 
from Accuity, a comprehensive solution that 
enables it to screen customer files against sanctions, 
politically exposed persons (PEPs), adverse media 
and enforcement data, all from a single source.

Firco Online Compliance includes:
•  More than 3 million entities in 250 countries  

and territories – including the world’s largest  
PEP database

•  Data from over 1,300 enforcement agencies, 
30,000 publications, court filings, company 
records and all global sanctions lists

•  24/7 monitoring of updates to provide  
the latest information critical to ensuring 
regulatory compliance

“ Legal Tech is a highly-discussed topic 
in Denmark at the moment. As a firm, 
we are continuously improving internal 
processes for a better client experience. 
Using Firco Online Compliance from 
Accuity has yielded positive results. 
Previously, AML/CTF compliance checks 
required hours of manual work. Today, 
these can be done in under 10 minutes.”

Martin Christian Kruhl Ph.D. 
Partner, DLA Piper

The Solution 

The Results

Higher Standard of 
Compliance - the PEP 
data provided by Firco 
Online Compliance 
goes beyond that which 
is available from public 
Danish PEP lists, 
providing information 
on business associates 
and family members 
which enable the firm to 
conduct an extra level of 
due diligence.

Increased Efficiency 
- with Firco Online 
Compliance, DLA Piper 
Denmark can now 
conduct comprehensive 
checks using a single 
source of information 
in less than 10 minutes, 
replacing manual research 
that used to take hours.

Improved Customer 
Experience – not only 
is the firm well equipped 
to adhere to the relevant 
regulations, the increase 
in efficiency means it  
can provide a much more 
streamlined experience  
to clients. 
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