
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 

www.farmplan.co.uk  01594 545022  Gatekeeper@farmplan.co.uk 

 

Title of document 
Sub heading i.e version xxx 
Nutrient Management  
Setup & Quick Start Guide 
 
 
Gatekeeper England And Wales Customers 
Gatekeeper Version 3.5 – June 2016 



 
 
 

 
  2 

 

Contents  
Contents ................................................................................................ 2 

Introduction .......................................................................................... 4 

Prerequisites for Nutrient Management .............................................. 5 

Setup of Product Analysis .................................................................. 5 

Setting up Holding Nutrient Region / Rainfall.................................... 7 

Creating a Nutrient Management Plan ................................................. 8 

Nutrient Management Options ....................................................... 10 

Update Requirements Supporting Field Data and Refresh Applied 

Data Methods .................................................................................. 11 

Refresh Applied Data Only Methods ............................................... 11 

Preview No Save Method ................................................................ 12 

The Field tab ................................................................................. 14 

The Soil tab ................................................................................... 16 

The SNS tab ................................................................................... 17 

The Fertiliser tab ........................................................................... 18 

The Previous tab ........................................................................... 19 

 BER (Break Even Ratio) ................................................................ 20 

Nutrient Management Plan results ................................................. 21 

Nutrient Audit .................................................................................. 22 

NMax Audit ...................................................................................... 24 

Examples of NMax Adjustments ......................................................... 25 

Nmax Adjustments: Target yield 9.00 ............................................. 25 

Nmax Adjustments: For milling ........................................................ 25 

Nmax Adjustments: Straw mulch for paper sludge last/this year ... 25 



 
 
 

 
  3 

 

Nmax Adjustments: Actual Local Rainfall ........................................ 25 

Phasing ................................................................................................ 26 

Building Jobs from Nutrient Management Plan .............................. 27 

Convert Nutrient Job to Products .................................................... 29 

Publishing a Nutrient Management Plan ............................................ 31 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
  4 

 

Introduction 
 

The Nutrient Management Centre allows you to plan your Nutrient Management strategy 
and create Nutrient Management Plans.  Using your Gatekeeper data in conjunction with 
the PLANET RB209 software engine you can create a Nutrient Management Plan for your 
fields using the Edit Nutrient Management Plan button.  

Your Gatekeeper field cropping data and soil sampling data is always used irrespective of 
whether you select Actual or Adopted budget.  A Nutrient Management Plan will store a 
set of cropping and soil nutrient data for each field.  It may also store Nutrient 
Management data based on your Actual data and Nutrient Management data based on 
your Adopted budget (the same cropping and soil sampling data is used in both).  This 
means that you can switch between Actual and Adopted budget data. If you Update or 
Refresh the selected Applied Data Source this will be done without affecting the other 
source, (I.E if you Update using the Actual Data Source then any Nutrient Management 
Plans based on Adopted budget will not be changed). 
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Prerequisites for Nutrient Management 

Before creating a Nutrient Management Plan there are a few areas that require setting up: 

Setup of Product Analysis 

1. Click on Setup on the menu bar and then click on Products (Business) to open the 

“Setup Stock Products” window.  

2. Use the tree view to browse down the Variable Costs to Nutrition and then to either 

Fertiliser or Organic manure. Highlight the product in the tree view by clicking on it 

and the products details will appear to the right and the nutrient analysis box in the 

bottom right hand corner.  

3. Name the products appropriately and then set the Application units and Stock units 

for the product. 

 

 

 

 

 

5. With Manure products you MUST tick the 

Manure Type tick box and select the Planet 

manure type, this will allow you to bring 

through the PLANET analysis for your 

product from the PLANET tab.  

4. Select the Type, if this is Liquid 

then you will also be able to select 

the Weight expression. Selecting 

certain weight expressions will mean 

you also need to enter the Specific 

gravity or density (g/cc) so that 

Gatekeeper can calculate the amount 

of nutrient applied to the field in kg's 

when you record the litres of product 

applied. 

N.B Farmers can exclude certain 

manure types such as dirty water 

from the calculation (provided it 

is collected and stored separately 

from slurry). 
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Customers in England and Wales should be aware that PLANET only utilises the nutrient 

analysis for P205 and K20 and not P (Elemental) or K (Elemental). 

8. Likewise if you have your own lab analysis 

of the Manure or Fertiliser then add the 

relevant nutrient(s) by clicking the  

button and then entering the percentages of 

nutrient found in the product under the Value 

column. 

7. Once the default analysis have been brought 

through you can enter you own analysis details 

in the Total Organic tab to specify the total 

quantities of nutrient found within the manure 

if different from PLANET. 

6. Once you have selected the Manure type 

under the Total Organic Manure tab you can 

bring in the default PLANET analysis for the 

product by selecting the relevant location 

England and Wales or Scotland under the 

PLANET tab. 
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Setting up Holding Nutrient Region / Rainfall 

 Planet needs to be told the Nutrient Region that your fields are in and also work out 

the annual rainfall total for your location to successfully generate Nutrient 

Management Plans. This information can be entered under the “Setup Holdings” 

window as it allows you to enter the details for all your fields once rather than 

entering the same details in for each field individually from within the Nutrient 

Management Module. 

 

 

 

 

2. Enter a holding name 

and reference (this can 

represent your official 

holding number). 

4. Enter your Nutrient 

Management Advisor’s 

Name and FACTS 

Reference; this will display 

your advisor’s details on 

both nutrient management 

plans and 

planning/recording jobs. 

5. Enter your Postcode and/or 

Telephone area code; this will 

automatically generate the 

annual rainfall for your area 

when running the Nutrient 

Management Plan. 

3. Enter your appropriate 

Yield Region and this will 

automatically generator 

the Nutrient Region in 

the box below. 
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Creating a Nutrient Management Plan 

Access to the Nutrient Management Centre is found in the Fields Module  by either 
selecting the Nutrient Management button or by clicking on the Fertiliser tab and then 
clicking the Nutrient Management Centre button in the top right hand corner. 

 

1. Within the Nutrient Management Centre select the field(s) required from the 
Tree View. You can add more fields later on if required. 

 

 

 

The nutrients included in your 

saved Nutrient Management 

Plan will be displayed in the Used 

nutrients box. 

Once a nutrient plan is created 
the nutrient data shown within 
each tab will be determined by 
the nutrients selected in the 
Used nutrients box. 

One of more Fields should be 
selected from the tree view, 
either to edit their Nutrient 
Management Plan or browse 
the results. 

Select the data source that you 

wish to use to create your 

Nutrient Management Plans. 

file:///C:/Users/cavanaghd/andrew_wolff/AppData/Local/ProgramData/Farmade/GateKeeper/Documentation/Help/viewer.htm%23top
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2. In the Applied Data Source frame select the data source that you wish to use to 
create your Nutrient Management Plans.  

a. Actual: If you are in a green (current), yellow (previous) or red (older) year 
then Actual will be selected by default and your Gatekeeper cropping 
records will be used. 

b. Adopted budget:  If you are in a purple year (plan) the Adopted budget will 
be selected by default and your Gatekeeper Adopted budget information 
will be used. If you are in an actual year, although the Actual data will be 
selected by default, you can select the Adopted budget if required. 

c. Use imported applied data for actual: This enables you to use imported 

customer records, I.E. those shown in Field Records with the alongside, 
rather than your own records. This is often useful where a customer’s 
records could be more up-to-date or complete than your own. You can 
select either your own or imported data. 

3. Click Edit Nutrient Management Plan.  

4. The Nutrient Management Plan Update window will be displayed. The option to 
Update nutrient requirements using PLANET RB209 will be selected (provided you 
are a UK user, PLANET is used for Nutrient Management by default).  Click Update 
to continue.  

 

 

To choose different options 

that are currently greyed 

out on this screen then click 

the “Options” button. 

Refresh to update the 

nutrient management plan 

to include the latest 

issued/completed fertiliser 

operations on a field. 

Update the nutrient 

management plan with crop 

requirements for the new 

harvest year. 
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Nutrient Management Options 

 
The default setup will see that the options for ‘Edit nutrient requirements’ and ‘Import 
published nutrient requirements’ are not selected and active and therefore appear greyed 
out on the “Nutrient Management Plan Update” window. 
 
To activate them for use tick the relevant tick boxes and then click the OK button to return 
to the previous window and continue building a Nutrient Management Plan. 
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Update Requirements Supporting Field Data and Refresh Applied Data Methods 

Edit nutrient requirements;  You can manually enter Nutrient Plan 
information such as Soil Balance, Crop Requirement, Advice and Advice 
Level and therefore create a Nutrient Management Plan from scratch 
instead of using PLANET RB209. This option allows you to select all 
Gatekeeper nutrients and not just the PLANET defaults.  It is also possible 
to create a Nutrient Management Plan using PLANET RB209 and then 
manually edit it afterwards customising it to your own requirements.  

Import published nutrient requirements; You can import a Nutrient Plan 
into your Gatekeeper that has been generated by someone else (such as 
an Agronomist to his customer) and published into your Gatekeeper 
publishing inbox.  If the recipient Site cropping data differs in any way to 
the data published, then the recipient's Site will be updated to become the 
same as the senders Site cropping data.  After importing a nutrient plan if 
you wish to keep the imported sampling data you must use the Refresh 
Applied Data Only Method, if you do not Gatekeeper will re-source the 
sampling data from the Field records 

Update nutrient requirements using PLANET RB209; Selecting this option 
will calculate (when running for the first time) or recalculated (if a Plan 
already exists) the crop requirements using PLANET.  Any existing 
calculated requirements are discarded and new calculations are made 
using the supporting Gatekeeper field information and PLANET RB209. If 
updating a saved Nutrient Management Plan any user entered 
Requirement Adjustments or Comments are maintained and may be 
edited, however any manual nutrient crop requirements you have entered 
using Edit nutrient requirements and will be restored to the PLANET 
defaults. 

Refresh Applied Data Only Methods 

Refresh applied data from field records; Select this option if you wish to 
refresh your nutrient management plan to reflect any new applications of 
fertiliser but not update the crop requirement details. You can use this 
option to refresh any applied nutrients that are not supported by PLANET. 

Refresh applied data using PLANET RB209; Select this option if you wish to 
refresh your nutrient management plan to reflect any new applications of 
fertiliser but not update the crop requirement details. Only nutrients 
supported by PLANET can be selected. 
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Note:  these options should be used if you have manually edited 
the crop requirements or Imported a Nutrient Management Plan 
and do not want them to be changed by PLANET. 

Preview No Save Method 

Preview nutrient requirements using PLANET RB209; Select this option to be able to 
preview a Saved Nutrient Management Plan and evaluate various scenarios  and see the 
effect they would have using the PLANET RB209 calculations without saving those changes 
into your current plan. 
 
By default, the option Additionally always calculate and refresh applied organic manure 
nutrients is set for Update nutrient requirements using PLANET RB209 and Refresh applied 
data using PLANET RB209. When a Nutrient Management Plan is updated, any applied 
organic manures will be calculated using PLANET RB209. 

1. The Sampling Heading Selector will appear. Select the nutrients that you wish to 
include in your Nutrient Management Plans and use the single blue arrow to 
move them to the selection grid. Click OK. The Sampling Heading Selector will not 
appear if you have previously started to create a Nutrient Management Plan for 
that field in the selected year 
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2. A Nutrient Management Plan will be created for each field selected and the 
results will be displayed in the Update nutrient requirements using PLANET RB209 
window. Each field will be listed together with the Nutrient Management Plan 
results for each of the selected nutrients.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Each nutrient selected will display any PLANET derived crop requirement along with a Soil 
Balance (taken from your selected Soil Analysis under the Soil tab) and any nutrients already 
supplied to the field from previously recorded jobs along with a Balance to apply figure.  You 
can also enter a manual adjustment for a nutrient and enter into the comments box the 
justification for the adjustment.  

If a field is allowed a nutrient requirement 

adjustment according to the PLANET advice, you 

can enter the adjustment amount here. This can be 

a negative as well as positive number 

Any Requirement Adjustment 

entered can be justified in the 

comments box for that nutrient 

PLANET Advice/warning 

Icon 

Expanded PLANET Advice or error 

report for the selected nutrient 
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The Field tab  

The Field tab contains mandatory data (denoted by an asterix) such as Telephone area code, 
Crop and previous history to generate a valid Nutrient Management plan. The field tab also 
contains the optional information for Target yield.  
 
It is quicker to set up the Holding yield region, Holding telephone area code in the setup 
holdings window before running Nutrient Management as you only need to enter the 
details once rather than for each field in turn.  
 
The NVZ Region and Previous grass history are both field specific data and need to be 
entered via the Field Details window and the Cropping Record window. 
 

 

1. Holding yield region (mandatory); As different Nutrient Management rules 

exist for England & Wales and for Scotland, you should select the relevant 

yield region from the dropdown list.  

2. Holding Postcode and telephone area code (mandatory); The Holding 

rainfall will be calculated from meteorological data using your Postcode and 

telephone area code.  Although the Holding rainfall will be automatically 
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added once your area code is known you can enter your own rainfall 

measurement if required by ticking Override PLANET rainfall. 

3. NVZ Region; Choose the appropriate NVZ description from the dropdown list. 

(Although optional for generating a Nutrient Management plan UK users 

have a legal requirement to ensure the NVZ Region for a field is recorded). 

4. Crop (mandatory); The current crop allocated to the selected field will be 

shown in the Crop box, if desired this can be changed using the dropdown list 

to select the new crop (this will also change your Gatekeeper Field records).  

The crop name that the PLANET software will use to create the Nutrient 

Management plan will be displayed in the PLANET crop box name, this 

PLANET crop is determined from the crop group you have setup in Setup 

Crops and Varieties. 

5. Nitrogen Residue Group; The Nitrogen Residue Group will display which 

group the selected field resides in based on the previous years cropping  

6. Previous grass history (mandatory); If your current crop is not grass select 

the previous grass history for the field from the dropdown list. 

7. Additional information (mandatory); Additional information for the field 

such as crop type and straw removal method may also be edited.  The crop in 

the field determines the amount of Additional information that is required. 

8. Target yield (optional); Using the dropdown list you can select the Output 

unit for the crop (most commonly this would be in tonnes).  Enter the 

estimated Yield per ha into the box, once a harvest operation has been 

recorded into Gatekeeper for a field an Actual yield box will be displayed and 

automatically filled in, you can click Copy Actual yield to copy the actual yield 

into the target box. 
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The Soil tab 

 The Soil tab displays the soil sampling results for the selected field for all years, these 
options are taken from Field Details and changing the details here will also change them in 
Field Details 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Soil Texture (mandatory); 

Select the soil texture for 

the current field from the 

dropdown list. 

Sulphur deficient; Tick 

to confirm if this field’s 

soil texture is deficient in 

sulphur. 

Soil analysis; If you have soil 

analysis results you can select 

which sample results to use to 

provide an SNS value by ticking 

the Used tick box. 

K releasing clay; Tick to 

confirm if this field’s clay soil 

texture is K releasing. 
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Note:  Soil analysis from the previous crop year is used rather than any analysis entered in 
the current harvest year as Nutrient Management should usually be run at the beginning of 
the harvest year with refreshes as each application is applied. 

The SNS tab 

The SNS tab (only visible when Nitrogen is one of the selected nutrients) allows you to select 
the method used for calculating the SNS (Soil Nitrogen Supply) value.  
 

 

1. Use a calculated SNS value based on previous cropping; This is the default 
option and the previous cropping,up to a maximum of 5 years, will be used 
to calculate the SNS value, if using this option any fields that were split in a 
previous year will be indicated by an asterisk next to the appropriate year.   

2. Manually enter an SNS sample value;  If you have an SNS value you would 
prefer to use you can select this option and enter the value in kgs per Ha. 

3. Use the selected soil sample to provide an SNS value;  If you have a 
Nitrogen soil analysis record for the selected field this option will be 
available, the date of the analysis being used and the SNS value will be 
displayed.  The most recent analysis should be used automatically but can 
be changed under the Soil tab. 
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You may wish to exclude a specific years cropping record from the calculations when you 
have had a failed sequence, this may be done by ticking the Exclude box for the relevant 
cropping line. 

 The Fertiliser tab 

The Fertiliser tab will display the fertilisers and Organic Manures that have been applied to 
the currently selected field along with the date, rate of application and nutrient analysis 
details 
 

 

 

 

Extra information, such as Application method and Incorporation method and delay is 
required and used in the calculations, for each manure listed use the dropdown list and 
select the appropriate method of application and incorporation.  Click the tick box for End of 
soil drainage and select the End of soil drainage date if it differs from the default date of 
31st March in the current season.  If no figure is entered in the Rainfall from application to 
end of drainage date (mm) then the default PLANET value will be used. 

Selecting one Application method 

will determine the available 

Incorporation method choices 
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 The Previous tab 

The Previous tab contains a list of the previous crop for each year for the selected field.  
Where a field was split in a previous year it will be indicated by an asterisk and you may 
select the split that you wish to use for the previous crop, it is also possible to edit the 
additional information for each year. If a crop has failed and a new crop sequence create 
you have the option to exclude that record from nutrient management calculations by 
ticking the Exclude tick box. 

 

Where a previous crop was grass there will be a grass periods section underneath the 
previous cropping grid, you will need to make sure that the management types match the 
grass management for each year that the crop has been grass. E.G. if the grass management 
is set to One cut of silage plus grazing you will need to have 2 grass periods minimum with 
one management type set to cutting (silage) and the second management type set to 
grazing. 

 

The first grass year of a field growing grass must have the management type Establishment 
as Grass Period 1 with any further Grass Period’s set to the relevant type grazing or cutting 
determined by the Grass Management selection.  
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 BER (Break Even Ratio) 

The BER is used to calculate the nitrogen requirement to enable you to achieve the most 
economical use of the nutrient for the crop on the selected field. The BER is only used for 
certain Cereal and Oilseed crops 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reset the BER to the PLANET 

Default or Copy your own BER to 

all cereals 

Enter the Price per tonne for 

Fertiliser/Crop and the Fertiliser 

nitrogen percentage 
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When calculating a Nutrient Recommendation for each crop Nutrient Management uses the 
default PLANET Nitrogen Break Even Ratio.   
 

If you wish to calculate your own BER in the Calculate Nitrogen Break Even Ratio frame 
enter the Fertiliser price per tonne, the Fertiliser percentage N value and the Grain or 
oilseed price per tonne then click Calculate For This Crop.  This will then show the BER in 
the Nitrogen Break Even Ratio box above.  You can then copy this ratio to all your crops or 
select a new crop and create a new BER.  To reset the BER back to default click PLANET 
default and the selected crop will revert back to the PLANET default. 

Nutrient Management Plan results 

For the selected fields the results are displayed within the Nutrient Management Plan tab. 
Information such as Soil Balance, Crop Requirement, Manure Supply, Mineral Required and 
Balance to Apply etc will be shown.  

If any Advice exists for the selected field and the selected nutrient, an Information symbol 

 will be displayed at the end of that row. To view the Advice select the relevant nutrient 
line, the Advice will be shown in the Advice box below. 

 If your Nutrient Plan is PLANET derived then the Advice will be sourced from PLANET RB209 
whereas if, when creating the Nutrient Management Plan, you entered a user defined 
Comment then this will be shown in the Comment area. 

Note: This grid is not automatically refreshed you will need to use one of the Refresh 
applied data options to show any new applications.  
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Indicates over 
application.  

Indicates 

under 

application. 

Indicates the nutrient currently 

applied matches the total plan 

requirement. 

The name of the person who created 
and approved the Nutrient 
Management Plan and the dates 
created and refreshed will be 
displayed beneath the grid.  
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Nutrient Audit 

The data in the Nutrient Audit tab is based on the Nutrient Management Plan and shows the 
data ordered by crop.  

Crop average rates are displayed for each nutrient along with the applied values and Total 
Nutrient Management Plan.  

This enables you to run a quick visual check of the data without having to run Reports. 
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NMax Audit 

 
The data displayed in the NMax Audit tab is based on the Nutrient Management Plan and 
shows an audit of nitrogen applied to the individual fields on a farm, the NMax limit applies 
to the average nitrogen application rate for that crop type across your farm. This means that 
it may be possible, in one or more individual fields with the same crop type, to apply 
nitrogen at a rate that is higher than the NMAX limit provided that the average application 
rate across the whole area of the crop type on your farm does not exceed the NMAX limit. 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

A warning symbol  will be 

displayed alongside any fields 

whose Nitrogen Applied Total 

exceeds the NMax. 

Additional information will be shown, 

for the selected field, in the various 

Comment boxes beneath the grid. 

A red cross  will be displayed 

alongside any crop whose 

average Nitrogen Applied total 

exceeds the NMax rules. 

Crop Average rate is below the 

permitted Nmax limit. 



 
 
 

 
  25 

 

Examples of NMax Adjustments 
For a larger list of adjustments see Leaflet 3 of Guidance for Farmers in Nitrate Vulnerable 

Zones, table 5. 

Nmax Adjustments: Shallow soil not sandstone 

If the soil type is ‘shallow’ and the crop type is autumn or early winter sown wheat or winter 

barley you can add an adjustment to the field as recommended by your advisor.  Within the 

Nutrient Management Module on the Soil Tab you must have set the soil type to ‘Shallow 

Not Sandstone’ NOT ‘Shallow Over Rock’ for this to work. If you have done this in Setup 

Field then make sure you have run the Nutrient Management Module to process the data. 

Nmax Adjustments: Target yield 9.00  

Enter an appropriate adjustment as recommended by your advisor to the Nmax limit if your 
justifiable expected yield is above the standard yield for the crop type. This is entered on the 
Field tab when updating the Nutrient Plan, the higher the Target Yield the bigger the 
increase in adjustment. 

Nmax Adjustments: For milling 

If a milling wheat variety is being grown you can enter an increase as recommended by your 
advisor. This is entered on the Field Tab of the Nutrient Management Modules Window. 

Nmax Adjustments: Straw mulch for paper sludge last/this year  

If the current or previous crop has had straw or paper sludge applied to it an increase as 
recommended by your advisor may be applied. This is entered on the Cropping Record 
Window of the field in question under the Harvest Predictions Tab. 

Nmax Adjustments: Actual Local Rainfall 

If the actual local rainfall from 1st October to 1st March exceeds 450mm you may be able to 
add extra Nitrogen determined by the Nitrogen Residue Group and Soil type, the calculation 
can be found in Leaflet 9 Nmax Standard Reference and Residue Groups. 
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Phasing 
Phasing allows the creation of multiple planned applications of mineral fertilisers for your 
Nutrient Management plan.  The phased applications can be used to build nutrient jobs.  
You should generate any phasing based job plans before you apply mineral fertiliser because 
Phasing is based on the Mineral Required not the Balance to Apply, since Jobs and phasing 
are not linked any phased quantities are not updated when the applied data is refreshed. 
 

 
 

 
1. Select the Phasing button at the top of the Nutrient Management Centre and 

then select the field(s) you wish to generate Mineral Fertiliser Phasing for 
2. Select whether to use a single field or all listed fields then the nutrient that the 

phasing is going to be for; 
a.  click add item until you have the required amount of sequences.   
b. Click the month and week to set the timing for each sequence then enter 

the rate that is required for each phase (As the rate is changed the last 
sequence automatically fills with the remaining rate).  

c.  Once the sequence and rates have been entered click save if you have 
selected single field or Allocate to Fields if you are applying to multiple 
fields. 

3. If you have other nutrients to create a phasing for change the Nutrient and 
repeat step 2. 

Each nutrient is 
phased separately as 
they are not 
considered together 
until they are 
converted to a 
compound product 
within a Job. 

Selected Field(s) list 
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Building Jobs from Nutrient Management Plan 

 
 

1. Select the Jobs button at the top of the Nutrient Management Centre and then 
the field(s) to build the job on. 

2. Within the Build Jobs from Nutrient Management Plan window you have a Rate 
rounding method and kg/ha value.  When preparing the Jobs, a Rate rounding 
factor can be applied. This allows you to group fields which have a very similar 
field rates into the same job, in other words if you had fields that varied slightly 
in their nutrient requirement, without rounding they would be added to a 
different job, by rounding all fields within a set nutrient requirement range they 
will be grouped together in a Job. 

3. Each field that is to be added to a Job is shown with a Job and a Field column for 
the selected nutrient(s). The Job column shows the rounded rate that will be 
used by the Job whilst the Field column shows the exact Nutrient Management 
rate for each field. This allows you to see the effect of the rounding value used.  
Any fields showing N/A in the Job Sequence column have no Balance to Apply 
and will be ignored by the Build Job process. 

4. Source grass management period – If a field is grass select the grass period you 
wish to create the job for up to the maximum period 6. When using this option 
you would select Use total outstanding mineral fertiliser to build the job. 

When adding jobs to a 

plan you can give the 

plan a reference 

Rounded up or down the job 

rate with actual field rate if 

necessary for fields getting 

slightly different rates 

Select the phase 

sequence to base 

the job on 

Select nutrient’s 

required for the job. 

 Selected Field(s) you 

wish to build the job for. 



 
 
 

 
  28 

 

5. Select Use total outstanding mineral fertiliser to build Jobs using the Balance 
to Apply in the Nutrient Management Plan, or Single phase only to build Jobs 
using existing nutrient Phases.  By default, where multiple nutrients are 
selected, the Jobs built will include all nutrients. If you prefer to build a Job for 
each nutrient, tick Single nutrient per job 

6. Click Prepare Jobs. The grid will display the field(s) together with their Job and 
Field rates for each nutrient 

7. Decide how you wish to add Jobs to a Plan. Select the required option;  
a. New work plan - add Job(s) to a new Work Plan. The plan will be saved as a 

Draft plan and should be viewed, edited and converted to a product type 
job within the Planning module. The next incremental Plan number will be 
shown automatically, edit if required and enter a plan reference (to help 
you identify the plan created). 

b. Existing work plan – add Job(s) to an existing Draft work plan. 
c. New recommendation plan (Agronomist version only) - add Job(s) to a 

new Recommendation Plan. The plan will be saved as a Draft plan and 
should be viewed, edited and converted to a product type job within the 
Recommendations module. The next incremental Plan number will be 
shown automatically, edit if required and enter a plan reference (to help 
you identify the plan created). 

d. Existing recommendation plan – add job(s) to an existing draft 
recommendation. 

e. New budget (with Budget Planner installed only) - add Job(s) to a new 
Budget. Each Job will become a Model in the Budget which can be viewed, 
edited and converted to a product type Model within the Budget module. 

f. Existing budget splitting the models (with Budget Planner installed only) 
Add Job(s) to the Adopted Budget. The Models in the Adopted Budget may 
have to be split so that each Job can be added to a different Model (the 
application rates within a Model must be the same for each field). Each Job 
will therefore become a Model in the Budget which should be viewed, 
edited and converted to a product type Model within the Budget Planner 
module. When this option is selected the name of the Adopted Budget will 
be displayed. 

8. Tick the Comment Options as required if you wish to add Nutrient 
Management Plan Advice or Nutrient Management Plan Comments to the 
Jobs/Models. 

9. Click Add Jobs To Plan. If you elected to create a new Plan or 
Recommendation, then the Job(s) will be added to the new Plan and display 
the nutrients. 
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Convert Nutrient Job to Products 

Select the fertiliser products that you wish to use from the left hand tree view list; 
the product rate will be calculated to find the 'best fit' to fulfil the planned nutrient 
requirements, the calculation will ensure that none of the nutrient rates are ever 
exceeded.  

The number of applications can be set by the user and the total product rate can 
then be divided across each application in the Planned Applications section. 

Once the actual Products that you wish to use have been selected and the Product 
Rate calculated, the Product Rate and Quantity total Nutrient from the selected 
products will be shown in the Supplied column.  To divide the rate of a product 
across more than one application, adjust the rate in the first sequence of the product 
and Gatekeeper will automatically adjust the rate in the second sequence. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9. Nutrients and the Nutrient Rate per ha are 

shown but can be edited if needed. 

10. Click on the 

‘Convert Nutrient Job 

to Product’ button  
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If you elected to create a Budget or add to an existing Budget, messages will 
appear confirming this. You will need to go to the Budget Planning module to 
edit and convert the Models from nutrient type Models to product type 
Models.  

 

 

 

Nutrient Requirement 

Target Rate for the job 

Selected Product(s) to use with 

the total Rate and Quantity of 

the product along with number 

of Applications 

List of Planned applications of 

the selected products with rates, 

quantities and the nutrient 

supplied 

Select the desired 

product from the list 

Select whether to convert to 1 

job per planned application or 

convert all applications into a 

single job. 
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Publishing a Nutrient Management Plan 
Once you have generated your Nutrient Management plan you can publish it to another 
Gatekeeper user. An example of this would be a Grower that would generate a Nutrient 
Management Plan and then publish this plan to his advisor for them to evaluate and 
approve or make changes depending upon various circumstances. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Within the Applied Organic Manure Data Options frame choose the option required to 
determine how organic manure nutrients are included in the published Nutrient 
Management Plan. 
 
These options do not add the Organic Manure Jobs to the recipients Field Records; the 
Organic Manure Nutrient values are used in the published Nutrient Management Plan. 
When the Nutrient Management Plan publication is received, the user must select an option 
to Include Organic Manure Nutrients. 

To send a Nutrient Management Plan to another Gatekeeper, select who you wish to send 
the plan to then select the relevant field groups and which nutrients and any organic 

Harvest year and 

field group selector  Recipient for the 

publication 

Nutrient and Organic Manure 

data options frame  
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manure data to include.  By default all field groups and nutrients are selected and no 
applied manure data is sent. 

The harvest year the published Nutrient Management plan is for, is governed by the current 
cropping year in Gatekeeper. I.E. If you were in the 2011 Harvest year for Gatekeeper when 
publishing a Nutrient Management Plan the 2011 year would be automatically selected.  
 


