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CONTRACT PRICES 
Click for Price History   Price Range  Four weeks ago USD/MT 
DOMESTIC(DEL) DEC US CTS/LB -0.29 98.48-102.72 -0.20 98.77-102.92 2171-2265 
EXPORT  (FOB) DEC US CTS/LB -1.94 73.63-76.20 -1.37 75.57-77.57 1623-1680 

 
SPOT PRICES 

Click for Price History   Price Range  Four weeks ago US CTS/LB 
FOB EXPORT USD/MT +100 1800-1840 +40 1615-1680 81.65-83.46 

 
NOTE: for full details on the criteria ICIS pricing uses in making these price assessments visit www.icispricing.com and 
click on “methodology”. 

 
December US ACN contracts settle at slight decline on 
weak exports 
US acrylonitrile (ACN) for December settled on Friday at a 
slight decline despite higher costs of raw materials, dragged 
down by weak exports. 
Formula-based ACN domestic contracts settled in the range of 
98.48-102.72 cents/lb ($2,171-2,265/tonne) DEL (delivered), 
slightly lower than the November range of 98.77-102.92 
cents/lb DEL. 
Feedstock propylene contract prices for December settled up 
by 4 cents/lb, but numbers were pulled down by low export 
prices. 
On the export side, the ACN December contract price fell by 
nearly 2 cents/lb to 73.63-76.20 cents/lb FOB (free on board). 
ACN demand for acrylic fibre (AF) in Asia has been lacklustre, 
but market player see some improvements in early January, 
suggesting that US exports could move faster in coming 
weeks. 
US producers have reduced operating rates to cope with weak 
demand, producing enough just to meet contractual 
obligations. 
ACN demand from the US domestic market has been 
described as normal, on a cost plus basis. 
The main ACN producers in the US are INEOS, Cornerstone 
and Ascend Performance Materials. 
US ACN prices rise on spot deal 
US ACN spot prices were assessed up again this week on 
deals that are starting to reflect the increases in propylene 
costs and slightly better demand from the fibre market in Asia. 
A cargo of 2,500 tonnes was sold last week at $1,800/tonne 
FOB US Gulf, to be shipped in the first half of January, a 
source said. 
One source said that a parcel was sold at $1,810/tonne FOB 
US Gulf for first half of January loading. 
The expectation among producers is that prices will start 
gradually going up toward levels more conducive to positive 

margins following the increases in feedstock costs and a 
margin rebuilding process. 
However, this may take some time and will depend largely on 
the behaviour of feedstock propylene. 
A 3,000-tonne cargo of ACN was also said to have been sold 
to undisclosed Asian destination at $1,840/tonne for mid-
January loading in Coatzacoalcos. 
Sellers report increased interest by traders in ACN cargoes 
and parcels. 
In recent weeks, ACN markets have been quiet because 
exports have not been profitable. However, market sources 
see prices going up because propylene prices are rising and 
production rates have been cut, in particular at the Green Lake 
plant, which is an export facility. 
The domestic market is doing fine because it operates on a 
cost plus basis, so that companies catering to domestic needs 
are not hurting. 
Deals at $1,800 and slighly higher are seen as being marginal 
costwise. Fiber producers in China have increased imports of 
late, but have reduced imports for the other sectors such as 
styrene acrylonitrile (SAN) or acrylonitrile-butadiene-styrene 
(ABS), a source said. 
Long-term market players are optimistic because propylene is 
likely to be cheaper for US producers with the proliferation of 
propane dehydrogenation (PDH) plants. 
At least four of those plants are given a great chance of 
completion in the next three years. (Dow, Enterprise, Ascend, 
Williams). 
Ammonia is not being much of a factor in formula-based ACN 
prices because prices do not show much volatility in the winter 
time, but this may change in the spring. 
Exports sliding down 
US ACN exports for November were down by 30% from the 
same month of 2012, according to data released by the US 
International Trade Commission (ITC) on Thursday. 
Exports decreased to 46,179 tonnes from 56,392 tonnes in 
November 2012. 
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The decline was mainly the result of South Korea imports 
decreasing to 11,617 tonnes, less than half of the 24,147 
tonnes imported during the same month of 2012. 
Other major importers of US ACN include Turkey at 6,975 
tonnes, India at 5,950 tonnes and Mexico at 4,750 tonnes. 
Month on month, US ACN exports in November declined by 
18% from 56,392 tonnes in October. 
  

  Nov-
12 Oct-13 Nov-13 YTD 2012 YTD 2013 % chg

Total 54,493 56,392 46,179 576,908 400,976 -30 

Korea 24,147 11,599 11,617 256,530 144,596 -44 

Turkey 4,100 6,807 6,975 53,049 46,399 -13 

India 3,900 10,246 5,950 48,926 30,585 -37 

Mexico 4,266 7,147 4,750 58,688 55,155 -6 

Taiwan 4,000 4,000 4,000 53,155 40,077 -25 

Switzerland 0 3,499 4,000 0 16,848 n/a 

Hong Kong 0 2,000 3,473 0 5,473 n/a 

China 8,456 2,041 3,096 46,909 15,190 -68 

Singapore 3,500 0 2,050 5,500 2,050 -63 

Canada 60 192 268 1,988 2,148 8 

All others 2,065 8,860 0 52,163 42,455 -19 
   

Demand 
ACN demand remains soft, although producers agree it is 
slowly growing as buyers rebuild their inventories. 
Meanwhile, the US auto market – which uses downstream 
ABS in plastic body panels and interior components – reported 
a nearly 21% year-on-year drop in sales to about 1.076m units 
in December. 
Asia 
Asian ACN prices continued to surge on the back of limited 
supply and increased feedstock propylene costs. 

Ongoing and upcoming plant maintenance is tightening supply, 
and major suppliers have raised offers to cope with reduced 
supply and low inventory levels. 
However, end-users said low demand has made it difficult for 
them to pass on the high costs ahead of the Lunar New Year 
holiday, which extends from 31 January to 6 February. 
Europe 
European January ACN contract expectations are that 
contracts will rise on higher propylene costs and improved 
demand, but negotiations are yet to start. 
Producers are being pressured by higher feedstock costs, 
especially with the January propylene contract price rising by 
€20/tonne. 
Downstream markets 
US ABS prices were assessed stable in the week ended 10 
January, on steady demand and as the market gauges 
successful implementation of the January 4 cent/lb price 
increase initiatives. 
At least one producer said it has implemented the January 
increase, while another producer said it has implemented the 
increase on some, but not all of its contracts. 
Feedstocks 
US refinery-grade propylene (RGP) spot prices were steady 
week on week despite a drop in spot polymer-grade propylene 
(PGP) prices. US January contracts are expected to settle at 
an increase of 3.5-4.5 cents/lb, lower than initial nominations 
for an increase of 7.0-7.5 cents/lb, tracking the recent decline 
in spot PGP. 

 
 
  

FEEDSTOCK PRICES 
Click for Price History   Price Range  
AMMONIA   (SP) FOB NEW ORLEANS USD/ST n/c 411-413 n/c 
PROPYLENE (CP) C GRADE DEC US CTS/LB +4.00 69.00-69.00 +4.00 

 
Pricing information from ICIS is also available via the Dashboard service.   
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The ICIS Dashboard is a platform that enables you to see pricing, news and analysis in a single 
screen. 
Visit http://www.icis.com/moreondashboard to find out more. 
 
 

 Price history | Related reports | Full report list | Price Alert | Plant performance data  

 Currency conversion (real time) | Glossary | Methodology | Latest product news |  
Find a supplier 
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