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ASIA SPOT PRICES 
Click for Price History   Price Range  Four weeks ago US CTS/LB 
C12-14 ALCOHOL (bulk/iso-tank) 
FOB S.E. ASIA USD/MT n/c 1700-1800 -30 1700-1880 77.11-81.65 
C16-18 ALCOHOL (20/25 kg bags in FCL) 
FOB S.E. ASIA USD/MT n/c 1600-1680 n/c 1580-1650 72.57-76.20 
C8 ALCOHOL (170 kg drums in FCL) 
FOB S.E. ASIA USD/MT n/c 3100-3300 n/c 3100-3300 140.61-149.68 
C10 ALCOHOL (170 kg drums in FCL) 
FOB S.E. ASIA USD/MT n/c 2500-2600 n/c 2500-2600 113.40-117.93 
C16 ALCOHOL (20/25 kg bags in FCL) 
FOB S.E. ASIA USD/MT -20 1730-1830 n/c 1750-1800 78.47-83.01 
C18 ALCOHOL (20/25 kg bags in FCL) 
FOB S.E. ASIA USD/MT n/c 1550-1600 n/c 1500-1550 70.31-72.57 

 
NOTE: for full details on the criteria ICIS pricing uses in making these price assessments visit www.icispricing.com and click 
on “methodology”. 

  
Subscriber note: The deltas in the Fatty Alcohols (Asia) 
weekly report dated 8 January 2014 reflect changes from 
18 December as 25 December and 1 January were both 
non-publishing days. For more information, please check 
the publishing schedule at www.icispricing.com. 
C12-14 fatty alcohol prices stable-to-soft on clearer price 
directions 
The prices of blended mid-cut C12-14 fatty alcohols in Asia 
were stable-to-soft, reflecting clearer buying and selling 
indications on the back of a relatively stable upstream 
feedstock palm kernel oil (PKO) cost in the past few weeks.  
Market was subdued as buying activities were slow in the first 
business week in 2014, according to many market participants.  
More discussions are expected in the upcoming weeks when 
more participants have settled into routine business activities 
after their long year-end break, they added.  
However, others expect the first two months of the year to 
begin in a flattish manner considering that the Lunar New Year 
will be celebrated by the Chinese from end-January to early 
February.  
Sporadic discussions for C12-14 fatty alcohols were heard at 
$1,700-1,800/tonne FOB SE Asia for first-quarter loading. 
Supply was heard to be short because of low production rates 
or plant outages.  

Buyers with requirements, especially those in the northeast 
and south Asia, were heard negotiating at the low end of ICIS 
range, with some deals heard done at those prices.  
Demand from Chinese downstream applications in ethoxylate 
manufacturing was heard to be slow but local suppliers were 
unable to lower their prices because of high raw material costs 
incurred over the past months. Some Chinese traders expect 
restocking activities for downstream manufacturing 
requirements to take place within this or next week, before 
most buyers take one to two weeks off for Lunar New Year. 
Hence, they expect more competitive prices from sellers in 
order to encourage buying.  
Blended 
The export prices of blended C12-14 fatty alcohols were 
assessed at a narrower range, to reflect trades and buying and 
selling indications.  
Offers of February cargoes were at $1,700-1,800/tonne FOB 
SE Asia in isotanks. Supply was described as short for the first 
quarter amid a few planned plant shutdowns, according to 
market sources.  
Buying indications were at $1,650-1,780/tonne FOB SE Asia, 
depending on customers and delivery period, but no cargoes 
were heard transacted at below $1,700/tonne FOB SE Asia in 
the week ended 8 January.  
An end-user in south Asia booked a 500 tonne cargo at 
$1,820/tonne CIF south Asia in isotanks for early February 
shipments, which is equivalent to around $1,720/tonne FOB 
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SE Asia. It is also in the midst of negotiating for a parcel of less 
than 300 tonnes at around the same level.  
A southeast Asian trader sold a few cargoes to the western 
countries at $1,780-1,800/tonne FOB SE Asia for March 
loading.  
One southeast Asian end-user said it booked a 200 tonne 
cargo in isotank at $1,600/tonne FOB SE Asia for February 
loading but many players said the price was below prevailing 
market rates, and most buyers were unable to procure cargoes 
at that level.  
In China, import cargoes were available at around 
$1,720/tonne CFR China in bulk for January or February 
shipments. A distributor expect more activities at the end of 
this week or next week before the Lunar New Year celebration 
which starts from end-January. 
Chinese domestic transactions were unchanged at yuan (CNY) 
13,000-13,500/tonne EXWH. Demand from downstream 
applications in ethoxylate manufacturing was heard to be slow 
but local suppliers were unable to lower their prices because of 
high raw material costs incurred over the past months. 
The prices for C16-18 fatty alcohols were maintained at 
$1,600-1,680/tonne FOB SE Asia. Supply continued to be 
described as tight as only a few producers were offering 
cargoes. Demand was stable from personal care and cosmetic 
sectors, and also industrial applications. 
Offers were heard at $1,650-1,750/tonne FOB SE Asia for 
end-January to February shipments against buying ideas at 
the low $1,600s/tonne FOB SE Asia. 
A few cargoes changed hands at $1,650-1,680/tonne FOB SE 
Asia for January shipment outside Asia, said a few sellers. 
Shipments to China were heard available at $1,640-
1,650/tonne CIF CMP for end-January shipments. 
In the Chinese domestic market, C16-18 fatty alcohols prices 
were higher by CNY300/tonne at the low end, at CNY12,300-
12,500/tonne EXWH, supported by limited availability and 
healthy demand from the cosmetic and personal care sectors. 
 
Pure-cut 
Prices for light-cut C8 and C10 fatty alcohols were rolled over 
in view of limited discussions as there was no available cargo 
for the mass buyers. Only one regional producer said it is 
offering its limited cargoes for the first quarter at the high end 
of the ICIS range but no firm discussions were heard. 

C16 fatty alcohols prices were stable-to-soft to reflect trades 
and buying and selling indications heard. 
A few bookings were made at $1,730-1,800/tonne FOB SE 
Asia for first-quarter shipments. 
One southeast Asian trader who is looking for January cargoes 
is willing to commit at around $1,830/tonne FOB SE Asia in 
view of limited January availability. It expects supply situation 
to improve after March once most producers are operating 
their plants in full. 
C18 fatty alcohols prices were stable at $1,550-1,600/tonne 
FOB SE Asia, supported by demand from industrial sectors 
related to plastics application. 
Feedstock prices 
Feedstock prices at midday on 8 January were mixed 
compared with the previous reporting price.  
  
Product Month Delivery 8-Jan 18-Dec Change

CPO Jan DEL, south 
Malaysia M$2,530.00 M$2,550.00 -

M$20.00

PKO Jan DEL, south 
Malaysia $1,093.91 $1,091.31 +$2.60 

   

All prices are on a per tonne basis. 
Source: Matthes & Porton 
Production news 
A regional facility with a nameplate capacity of 190,000-
200,000 tonnes/year is expected to be shut down for three 
weeks in end-March or April for annual maintenance, 
according to a source close to the company. 
Ho Tung Chemical (Taixing) is expected to delay operation at 
its new plant in Jiangsu province, China, to late first quarter of 
2014 or later, according to a few market sources. The plant 
has a nameplate capacity of around 80,000 tonnes/year. The 
new plant was initially expected to start commercial fatty 
alcohols production by end of 2013. 
  
($1 = M$3.28) 
($1 = CNY6.05) 

 
 

US CONTRACT RANGE 
Click for Price History   Price Range  Four weeks ago USD/MT 

C12-15 ALCOHOL Q4 CTS/LB +2.50 86.00-99.00 +3.00 86.00-99.00 1895.97-
2182.57 

C16-18 ALCOHOL Q4 CTS/LB n/c 80.00-92.00 n/c 80.00-92.00 1763.70-
2028.25 

 
Q1 US contract assessments pending 
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First-quarter US fatty alcohol contracts are widely completed, 
with most discussions wrapped up by late December. 
However, contract assessments this week continue to be 
pending as market players reconnect following the rumbles 
caused by mainstream holidays falling at mid-week for several 
contiguous weeks. 
In the mid-cut detergent range alcohol tier, market participants 
discussed sharp upward price movements in the Q1 contracts. 
One reason for the spike in contract price discussions on mid-
cut alcohols is that a number of buyers were admittedly at 
lower price basis marks in Q3 and Q4. 
In some situations this fostered double-digit price increases in 
Q1 contracts for several mid-cut buyers. 
However, the overall price increase expected for the mid-cut 
range is clustering at about 4-6 cents/lb for Q1 alcohols. 
With the Q4 range at 86-99 cents/lb, a number of these 4-6 
cents/lb increases continue to be represented within the 
standing range, leaving more flex at the lower end of the range 
than at the upper. 
The boosted prices expected to resolve in the mid-cut 
assessment are said to be fostered more by the tight supply 
situation in southeast Asia and volatile palm kernel oil (PKO) 
prices than by any changes in US demand. 
Domestic demand remains described as healthy, but no 
burgeoning sectors were discussed underpinning higher price 
ideas. 

Market sources said alcohol supply became tight during the 
latter part of Q4, pushing suppliers to seek higher contract 
prices and encouraging buyers to engage these in order to 
ensure supply continuity into Q1. 
In the synthetic side of the mid-cut tier, contract increases 
were also heard, following higher prices observed primarily in 
ethylene feedstock. 
However, synthetic price lifts are also largely reflected within 
the same spread as those of the natural alcohols, keeping the 
range indicative for both. 
In the C16-18 heavy chain alcohols, a rollover between Q4 and 
Q1 is expected. 
Buyers and sellers said there is little change in the heavy chain 
market dynamics, with demand sectors continuing to show 
stability at moderated levels and no uptick on the horizon. 
Sellers of pure-cut C18 and C16 said C18s have been tighter 
while C16s are somewhat softer. 
Expectations for a rollover in the heavy chain are underpinned 
by blend components mostly neutralising one another and little 
expectation that US demand for the blended alcohol is likely to 
improve. 
Market players said the typhoon in Asia had effects on coconut 
oil but added that these have not parleyed into the alcohol 
market as yet. 
It was unclear if there would be a significant effect from this 
event on the alcohols, with most participants expecting little, if 
any. 

 
 

EUROPE 
Click for Price History   Price Range  Four weeks ago USD/MT 
C12-14 ALCOHOL FD 

NWE Q4 EUR/MT n/c 1250-1400 n/c 1250.00-1400.00 1700.39-
1904.44 

 
No impact from Asian import duties in Europe yet 
Sources state there has been no noticeable impact on 
European fatty alcohol prices, following the introduction of 
increased import duties on material from Malaysia, India and 
Indonesia. 
The majority of participants expect the upward pressure on 
prices will be felt towards the latter part of Q1. 
One supplier noted significant volumes coming into Europe 
towards the end of last year, which would not have been 
subject to the duties that came into effect on 1 January. 
It expects higher offers will soon be heard once stock levels 
have reduced in Europe. 
There has been little progress in Q1 contract negotiations, 
despite the majority of participants now back in the market 
following the Christmas and New Year break. 

Producers and buyers continue to disagree over mid-cut fatty 
alcohol pricing, leading to a delay in discussions. 
While buyers expect offers around €1,350/tonne FD NWE, 
suppliers state that current feedstock price levels dictate mid-
cut prices should be closer to €1,430/tonne FD NWE. 
Some buyers stated this week they have purchased some 
volumes for January, however, they are as yet unwilling to 
cover for the entire quarter. 
One buyer said it will wait until the Wilmar plant in Rotterdam is 
up and running, to see if the extra volumes being made 
available to the market will push down prices. 
Producers ascertain that although palm feedstock price levels 
have declined over the past month, the change has not been 
significant enough to warrant lower fatty alcohol offers as yet. 

 
 
Pricing information from ICIS is also available via the Dashboard service.   
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The ICIS Dashboard is a platform that enables you to see pricing, news and analysis in a single screen. 
Visit http://www.icis.com/moreondashboard to find out more. 
 
  

 Price history | Related reports | Full report list | Price Alert | Plant performance data  

 Currency conversion (real time) | Glossary | Methodology | Latest product news 
Find a supplier 
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