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ASIA METHYLENE CHLORIDE MONTHLY SPOT PRICES 
Click for Price History   Price Range  Four weeks ago US CTS/LB 
FOB CHINA (DRUMMED) JAN USD/MT n/c 580-660 n/c 580.00-660.00 26.31-29.94 
CIF INDIA (BULK) JAN USD/MT n/c 480-540 +30 480.00-510.00 21.77-24.49 
CIF ASIA SE (DRUM) JAN USD/MT n/c 560-610 n/c 560.00-610.00 25.40-27.67 

 
NOTE: for full details on the criteria ICIS pricing uses in making these price assessments visit www.icispricing.com and click 
on “methodology”. 

   
India methylene chloride prices stable-to-firm in January 
India's monthly methylene chloride prices were stable-to-firm in 
January on higher offers. 
However, in most parts of Asia, excluding India, most buyers 
prefer to reduce their inventories instead of making purchases, 
as demand is expected to be low during the Lunar New Year 
period in a month’s time. 
Asia's methylene chloride prices are likely to fluctuate with 
feedstock prices amid stable supply and demand 
fundamentals, but the market is likely to be limited by 
environmental concerns in Europe, market participants said on 
Thursday. 
Prices of both methanol and chlorine feedstocks for the 
production of methylene chloride have risen in the last few 
months, lending to high production costs, according to ICIS 
data. 
Methanol prices are likely to be stable-to-firm in the long run, 
while chlorine prices are extremely hard to predict because the 
shutdown of a single plant can affect regional prices 
significantly as it is a liquid which is difficult to be transported, 
according to market observers. 
The manufacture of methylene chloride may take three 
pathways - methanol hydrochlorination, thermal chlorination of 
methane or oxychlorination of methane. The pathway used 
depends on the price and availability of methanol or chlorine. 
Feedstock chlorine prices in China were up by yuan (CNY) 
100-200/tonne when last assessed on 2 January, at CNY700-
800/tonne ex-tank in Jiangsu. 
In Europe, methylene chloride prices were last assessed at 
$450-500/tonne FOB NWE. 
China also uses methylene chloride but has its own local 
supply. China-based producers export small quantities to the 
rest of the world. There are also other smaller production 
bases, located mainly in northeast Asia. 
The market is expected to be slow in January, as demand is 
expected to be low during the Lunar New Year period. Some of 
the downstream refrigerant businesses might be shut for a 
month during the festivities, said many China-based 
customers. 

India’s import prices of methylene chloride are expected to 
remain high since anti-dumping duties (ADD) had been 
imposed on products coming from South Korea, EU and the 
US, according to Indian participants. 
China, Taiwan, Japan and South Korea are the main suppliers 
of methylene chloride to southeast Asia, which does not 
produce the material. 
Exports from Japan increased but were largely stable year on 
year, according to Japan’s custom statistics. 
  
  
Japan 
dichloromethane 
exports 

Nov-13 Oct-13 
Percentage 
change m-
o-m 

Nov-12 
Percentage 
change y-
o-y 

exports (tonne) 1,260.78 601.75 109.52 1,166.79 8.06 
   

  
Source: customs.go.jp 
Northeast Asian producers said demand had been low for a 
long time, and it was not really a profitable business, but they 
produce methylene chloride to use up the chlorine from the 
broader caustic soda manufacturing process. 
India 
Trade was subdued in the week, with no import discussions 
heard. 
Domestic cargoes were sold at Indian Rupee (Rs) 39.00-
45.00/kg ex-tank, according to buyers. 
Buyers said European prices were at $450-500/tonne CIF 
India. Calls to European sellers were unreturned this week. 
However, before the festive holidays, Europe sellers had said 
they were targeting $540/tonne CIF India for January sales 
because of increased raw material costs. 
China 
Selling ideas were last heard at $660-680/tonne FOB China for 
drummed parcels, on par with the prices in the Chinese 
domestic market, which is the sellers' alternative selling 
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market. Local parcels were heard at CNY3,500-3,800/tonne 
EXW. 
There were no discussions heard this week. 
A producer said selling ideas are likely to be above $600/tonne 
FOB China, but said it had not been in the market for some 
time due to the holiday season. 
  
Southeast Asia 

Trade for drummed cargoes was lacklustre. Prices were rolled 
over amid thin trade as most participants had only just returned 
from the holidays. 
Freight rates 
Northeast Asia to southeast Asia: $30/tonne 
China to north Africa: above $1,000/container of 20 tonnes 
($1 = Rs62.31) 
($1 = CNY6.05) 
   

 
Pricing information from ICIS is also available via the Dashboard service.   
The ICIS Dashboard is a platform that enables you to see pricing, news and analysis in a single 
screen. 
Visit http://www.icis.com/moreondashboard to find out more. 
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