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EUROPE CONTRACT PRICES 
Click for Price History   Price Range  Four weeks ago US CTS/LB 
DENSE: 
FOB NWE (BAGS) Q4 USD/MT n/c 270-330 n/c 270.00-330.00 12.25-14.97 
FOB BL SEA BAGS Q4 USD/MT n/c 240-272 n/c 240.00-272.00 10.89-12.34 
LIGHT: 
FOB NWE (BAGS) Q4 USD/MT n/c 280-340 n/c 280.00-340.00 12.70-15.42 
FOB BL SEA BAGS Q4 USD/MT n/c 240-272 n/c 240.00-272.00 10.89-12.34 
 
NOTE: for full details on the criteria ICIS pricing uses in making these price assessments visit www.icispricing.com and 
click on “methodology”. 

 
Q1 soda ash demand stable amid price rises 
Soda ash demand was described as stable this week amid 
increased first-quarter contract prices, players said this week. 
One producer had secured all of its contracts for 2014, adding 
that single and double-digit price increases had been achieved 
with customers based in central Europe. The producer said the 
secured range of price increases were determined by how 
much volume its customers purchased. The producer said flat 
glass manufacturers were more reluctant to accept price rises 
because of weaker demand in the construction and automobile 
industries. However, achieving price increases in the 
detergents industry has been easier. According to the 

producer, construction permit availability in Europe to build 
new houses was low. The construction industry is the main 
consumer of flat glass. 
A second producer said it mostly achieved first-quarter 
contract price increases. Price rises ranged from single to 
double-digits depending on the location of its customers, the 
producer added. 
According to producers, energy costs have increased along 
with squeezed margins and since 2009 producers have 
struggled to maintain plants and plant efficiency. 
There was no buyer comment available this week. 

 
US CONTRACT PRICE 

Click for Price History   Price Range  Four weeks ago US CTS/LB 
DENSE (US GULF): 
FOB US (BULK) Q4 USD/ST n/c 180-200 n/c 180.00-200. 9.00-10.00 

 
US soda ash market holds steady as price negotiations 
are finalised 
The US soda ash market remained balanced during the week 
as US market participants finalised details for 2014 annual and 
quarterly contracts. 
US producers are seeking price increases for both domestic 
and export sales. Price increases of between $3/ton and 
$15/ton had been accepted in the market, several producers 
and buyers have confirmed. But the bulk of contracts, with 
most volumes going to large, industrial users, have been 
completed with increases of around $4/ton to $7/ton. 
Market participants said that ongoing negotiations for the first-
quarter and annual contracts would not likely be finalised until 
mid-January. 
Larger export price increases have taken hold, especially in 
the Asian market where Chinese producers have raised prices 
sharply in recent months. Those prices, though, have been 
falling back a bit since early December. 
This week, Credit Suisse issued an analyst report which found 
that planned reductions of European soda ash production 

capacity and the delay of trona production projects in Turkey 
should boost profit margins and utilization rates of US and 
European soda ash producers. 
The capacity reductions include Solvay’s planned mothballing 
of a plant in Povoa, Portugal, and reduction in operatons at 
another plant in Italy. Tata Chemicals also plans to close a 
plant in Listock Cheshire, UK, during first half of 2014. Those 
cutbacks will reduce European production by about 700,000 
tonnes/year. 
Helping the price increase initiative is rising US homebuilding 
activity, a major driver of flat glass demand and soda ash end 
use. 
Economy 
US employers added 74,000 jobs in December pushing the 
unemployment rate down to 6.7% from 7% in November, the 
Labor Department said on Friday. The increase was below 
most economists’ forecast for a gain of 200,000 new jobs in 
the month. 
Construction 
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The National Home Builders Association also said this week 
that housing construction activity continues to build strength, 
according to findings in its leading markets indicators. 
The trade group’s indices show market activity up two points, 
now hitting 86% of its previous “normal” level of activity. Out of 

350 markets, 56 are at or above their previous normal levels 
and 35% of markets at 90% or better of previous market 
normals, according to the association. 

 
 
Pricing information from ICIS is also available via the Dashboard service.   
The ICIS Dashboard is a platform that enables you to see pricing, news and analysis in a single 
screen. 
Visit http://www.icis.com/moreondashboard to find out more. 
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