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NEWS

SUSTAINABILITY IS VITAL  
Lubricant companies are on the right path as they 
focus on more sustainable production
The sustainability message has become 
firmly embedded in the strategies of 
lubricant companies – driven by societal 
change, as well as the demands of 
governments and customers, according 
to Apu Gosalia, vice president 
sustainability, FUCHS Petrolub SE.

The industry needs to produce 
efficiently, and monitor energy and 
water use to reduce waste, he says.

“As we are at the end of the process 
in the value chain, we need to 
influence our suppliers. Can our 
lubricant products reduce the energy 

of our customers’ operations, reduce 
their waste, lubricate their machines 
and applications, and last longer? That 
is the core meaning of sustainability 
for the lubricants industry.”

FUCHS was recently recognised as 
“Germany’s most sustainable medium-
sized company 2016” at the German 
Sustainability Awards. 

“It’s the most prestigious award in 
Europe on sustainability,” he says. “We 
need to use the momentum of this. I 
think it’s a great thing for the entire 
lubricants industry.”



GROUP II INVESTMENTS
ExxonMobil is expanding its Singapore refinery –  
the latest in its series of investments in Group II
Speaking at this year’s World Base Oils 
& Lubricants Conference, XB Cox – 
senior advisor at ExxonMobil – 
announced a Group II investment at 
the company’s Singapore refinery, 
further strengthening its global supply 
of high-quality base stocks.

Work is expected to begin in the 
second quarter of this year, with 
completion expected in 2019.

“The Singapore investment 
strengthens ExxonMobil’s resolve to be 
a global supplier of high performance 
products to meet our customers’ 

requirements,” he said.
The expansion project is the latest in a 

series of recent investments in its base 
stock production. The company had 
previously expanded the capacity of its 
Singapore refinery in 2014, and  recently 
commissioned a project at its integrated 
facility in Baytown, Texas in the US. 

A new hydrocracker unit in 
Rotterdam is also expected to be 
completed in 2018, introducing Group 
II base stocks into European markets, 
which will help meet growing 
customer demand.
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Why base oils from Phillips 66?
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• Proven supply chain

• Customer-first service and solutions

Contact us today. Let’s talk base oils. 
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NEWS

PROCESS MUST CHANGE
Desmond King, president of Chevron Oronite 
Company, hopes for the streamlining of standards
Despite a push to streamline the 
development of new standards and 
specifications for the lubricants sector 
over the past few years – and limited 
progress to date – Desmond King, 
president of Chevron Oronite Company, 
said he has been encouraged that more 
producers are getting involved. 

He said that there remain concerns 
over the lengthy processes involved 
and that value is being lost because of 
the delays.

Unnecessary testing, for example, 
has been delaying products getting to 

the marketplace, which is heaping 
additional costs on the consumer, he 
pointed out. 

“Across the whole value chain, 
because of the slow cumbersome 
process we have today, value is being 
destroyed,” said King.

“We definitely believe that we need 
to simplify the process so people can 
bring products to market quicker. Our 
view is the industry should agree on 
some minimum standard and that 
others add their sophistication and 
better offerings on top of that.”



Data Express

Excel Plug-In
Instantly update your worksheets in Excel with 
current, relevant ICIS data, allowing you to:

4   Download up to 250 ICIS data series,  
in one go

4    Integrate data with existing calculations and 
models

4   Update worksheets with a single click

4   Clearly highlight updates, to help you pinpoint 
developments

API
The latest ICIS data, streamed directly to your 
systems, enabling you to:

4   Set up regular queries to stay on top of  
price changes

4   Easily search the ICIS database for relevant 
terms and queries

4    Instantly convert data into your preferred unit 
and currency

4   Effortlessly integrate data into existing models 
and calculations

Introducing two new ways to access your ICIS data

Find out more at www.icis.com/data-express 
or email enquiry@icis.com

An intelligent solution designed to increase productivity 
and enable faster decision making 

TOUGH QUESTIONS, SPECIAL APPLICATIONS, 
TIGHT DEADLINES? CALL RENKERT OIL.

Authorized Base Oil distributor for Chevron Group II/II+Authorized Base Oil distributor for Neste Oil Group III

Count on our expert consulting, 
creative solutions and quality oils 
o� ered at competitive prices. Plus, 
our multiple terminals translate to 
quick delivery of your order.

Our premium products
✓ Base oils 
✓ Process oils
✓ White oils 
✓ Transformer oils

Contact us today for an expert 
assessment of your oil application.

1 (800) 423-6457
www.RenkertOil.com
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NEWS

IRAN HAS POTENTIAL
Sanctions and political issues continue to hold back 
the country but there are still positives for base oils 
Geopolitical tensions, debilitating 
sanctions and the lack of financial 
institutions willing to do business in the 
country remain the major hurdles facing 
Iran’s base oils and lubricants market, 
according to Geeta Agashe, president of 
Geeta Agashe & Associates, LLC.

The lifting of the trade sanctions has 
not appeared to have had a significant 
impact on the market, she said. “If 
anything with the recent US elections, 
I think that the tensions between the 
US and Iran have been heightened, as 
well as Saudi Arabia and Israel.” 

However, she pointed out that there 
were still plenty of opportunities for 
the country. The size of the population 
– most people are urbanised and under 
the age of 30 – is particularly 
attractive. Its location and proximity to 
oil supplies is also very important, as 
are the potential trade benefits should 
China continue with plans to develop 
rail infrastructure in the region.

Iran is a significant player in Group I 
base oils and remains a large exporter, 
primarily to India, Africa and the 
Middle East.



IN BRIEF

Questions 
over Brexit

Stephen le Roux,
head of economics at  
the UK’s Chemical 
Industries Association, 
considered the likely 
impact of the Brexit vote 
and whether it would 
have major implications 
for the base oils market

▲

Markets in 
Transition

London’s Park Plaza 
Westminster Bridge 
hotel once again 
hosted the World Base 
Oils & Lubricants 
Conference. This 
year’s theme was 
Markets in Transition

▲

Buyers react 
to high prices

ICIS senior editor 
Jasmine Khoo 
discussed the issues 
surrounding tight 
supply in Asia’s base 
oils market after a 
series of scheduled 
turnarounds

▲



Delegates 
top 630

A packed registration 
desk welcomed around 
630 delegates to this 
year’s event, the 21st 
time the global 
conference has been 
organised by ICIS

▲

Euro VI and 
lower NOx

Infineum’s Dr Yannick 
Jullien shared his 
views on the 
implementation of 
Euro VI and how it 
affects base oils and 
lubricants used in 
European automotives

▲

A packed 
schedule

The large auditorium 
was filled by attendees 
from around the world, 
eager to gain insight 
into the issues facing 
the global base oils  
and lubricants market

▲



IN BRIEF

Bio-based  
lubricants

Senior vice president of 
business development 
at Novvi, Bill Downey, 
looked at the latest 
developments for bio-
based lubricants and 
the drivers behind the 
market becoming more 
sustainable

▲

Networking 
over lunch 

The lunch breaks 
during the conference 
provided a chance for 
delegates to relax and 
meet with colleagues, 
friends and peers 

▲
European 
overview

ICIS editors Sarah 
Trinder and Vicky Ellis 
on the main issues 
affecting the market so 
far this year, and what 
is happening with 
pricing and supply in 
the European market

▲



Anderol® Specialty lubricants offers  tailored 
solutions to demanding industrial  environments, 

achieving reduced maintenance, longer service 
life and optimum performance. Specialized in 

gas  compression, vacuum applications  and a 
comprehensive range of H1 food  grade lubricants, we 

can assist in  optimizing every lubrication aspect of your 
 manufacturing process.

Give your applications the  lubricants 
they deserve!

www.anderol-europe.com
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GALLERY

There were plenty of networking opportunities throughout the conference

Victor Zhuravskiy, CEO of Lukoil Marine Lubricants, gave a presentation on new developments in the marine market



Ian Kershaw, managing director of Ricardo Strategic Consulting looked at long term trends in vehicle development

Between presentations, delegates were able to visit the various stands in the busy Exhibition Area
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ON FEBRUARY 1, 2017
HOLLYFRONTIER

BECAME THE 4TH LARGEST
BASE OIL PRODUCER
IN NORTH AMERICA.

HollyFrontier has acquired Petro-Canada Lubricants. 

A combined 28,000 barrels per day, fully 10% of all North American base oil production, 

is now under one expansive and responsive umbrella.

For more information visit: HollyFrontierlsp.com or Lubricants.petro-canada.ca
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