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consolidation of virgin PeT resin industry
■ Alpek and Indorama have become the leaders in the 
Americas through acquisitions in 2017 and 2018.

  DAK Americas (Alpek) owns four US plants, three 
Latin American plants
  Indorama owns three US plants, two Latin American 
plants

■ Far Eastern New Century (FENC) entered the market 
with the purchase of the former Mossi & Ghisolfi (M&G) 
plant in the US in 2018.

■ Alpek, Indorama and FENC formed joint venture Corpus 
Christi Polymers to buy the PTA-PET complex that M&G 
was building prior to bankruptcy.

■ Nan Ya is the fourth producer with one plant in the US.

Virgin resin producers commit to circular economy
In addition to expanding their virgin resin production, 
Indorama and Alpek are making efforts to reduce their 
environmental footprints by acquiring recycling plants.

■ indorama acquired the 31,000 tonne/year Custom 
Polymers PET recycling facility in Athens, Alabama. 

  Indorama already had recycling operations in Mexico, 
Thailand and Europe.

■ Alpek acquired the 45,000 tonne/year Perpetual 
Recycling Solutions plant in Richmond, Indiana.

  Alpek already owned a PET recycling facility in 
Argentina.

Brand owners commit to circular economy
In an effort to reduce their environmental footprints, brands 
signed agreements with reclaimers.

■ Coca-Cola signed agreements with
  R-PET from Canada’s Loop
  R-PET from Ioniqa 
  Coca-Cola committed to increase the percentage of 
recycled PET use to 100% by 2030

■ Nestlé Waters signed agreements with 
  R-PET from CarbonLITE in Pennsylvania 

uS LATin AmericA
company Location capacity (tonnes/yr) company Location capacity (tonnes/yr)

DAK Americas Cooper River, SC 170,000 DAK Americas Zarate, Argentina 205,000

DAK Americas Columbia, SC 735,000 DAK Americas Suape, Brazil 460,000

DAK Americas Fayetteville, NC 170,000 DAK Americas Vera Cruz, Mexico 185,000

DAK Americas Port Bienville, MS 436,000 M&G Altamira, Mexico 500,000

Indorama (Starpet) Asheboro, NC 266,000 Indorama Ipojuca, Brazil 550,000

Indorama (Alphapet) Decatur, AL 438,000 Indorama Queretaro, Mexico 230,000

Indorama (Auriga Polymers) Spartanburg, SC 286,000

Nan Ya Plastics Corp Lake City, SC 450,000

FENC Apple Grove, WV 360,000

Corpus Christi Polymers Corpus Christi, TX 1,100,000 (Q4 2020, Q1 2021)
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  R-PET from CarbonLITE in California 
  R-PET from CarbonLITE in Texas
  Nestlé committed to increase the percentage of recycled 
PET use to 25% by 2021 and to 50% by the year 2025.

consumer-goods companies tackle the plastics 
problem by implementing initiatives
■ Loop project is an alternative to recycling. Brands such 
as Procter & Gamble, Nestlé and PepsiCo are esupporting 
the effort by providing products such as detergents and 
shampoos in reusable packaging.

■The Recycling Partnership and PepsiCo Foundation’s 
recycling challenge, All In On Recycling, is joined by brands 
such as Colgate-Palmolive and other major companies to 
discuss new ideas to reduce plastics in landfills.

■ End Plastic Waste Alliance has collected $1bn from 
members to work on the plastics problem during the next 
five years through projects that include cleaning oceans 
and awareness programmes for end consumers.

challenges faced by the PeT industry as it supports a 
circular economy
China’s ban on waste imports became effective in January 
2018, disrupting the way the US handled post-consumer 

bottles of PET. 

■ China imported over 7m tonnes of recycled plastics from 
the US in 2016.

■ China imported over 10m tonnes of recycled plastics just 
from the US between 1987 and 2017. 

The US lacks adequate infrastructure to collect and sort 
recyclables and needs to focus on: 

■ Improving the quality of PET from the waste stream 

■ Reducing non-PET contamination in recycling streams 

■ Building awareness on the importance of recycling 
among consumers

The challenges posed by the recycling plastics segment 
are tracked by two associations: 

■ National Association for PET Container Resources 
(NAPCOR) and 

■ Association of Plastic Recyclers (APR)
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SouRCE: International Trade Commission 
(ITC) and market sources

https://www.recyclingproductnews.com/company/6084/the-recycling-partnership

