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inSight
Surging uS StYrene exportS trend StArtS to decelerAte

US June styrene exports jumped by almost 25% year on 
year, but fell by 17% from the previous month, which could 
indicate a recent trend of surging exports is slowing down.

Styrene exports through the first half of the year are up by 
65%, according to the ICIS Supply and Demand Database.

But that is down from last month, when exports were 75% 
higher year to date.

Another sign of a slowdown is that total exports in June 
were just slightly higher than the monthly average from 
2018, according to the data.

One reason for the surge in exports in the first part of the 
year was excess domestic supply, as all US producers 

were running at near full rates following the completion of 
two planned turnarounds by major producers in the first and 
second quarters.
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uS Styrene price report
ICIS price reports provide independent, objective and trusted 
intelligence for over 180 chemical commodities across the Americas, 
Europe and Asia.

uSe iciS informAtion to:
n  Follow fluctuations and understand factors driving them
n  Input into your own internal analytical models
n   Clarify settlements and contracts
n  Inform negotiations

find out more about iciS price reports

https://www.icis.com/explore/contact/free-sample-price-report/?commodity=styrene&channel=chemicals&cmpid=ILC|CHEM|CHCOM-2019-08-US-chcom_usstyreneexports082019&sfid=7012X000000gHG7
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Soft derivative demand added to styrene supply length, 
as about two-thirds of styrene demand comes from 
polystyrene (PS) and expandable polystyrene (EPS).

The most noticeable change in exports is the emergence 
of South Korea, Taiwan, India and  the Netherlands as top 
destinations for US styrene.

Mexico is still the top destination for US exports, taking about 
one-third of all June exports and almost 30% year to date.

South Korea has taken almost four times as much styrene so 
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iciS Supply and demand data Service

get cruciAl dAtA on the gloBAl petrochemicAl 
SupplY-demAnd frAmework

Covering over 100 petrochemical commodities, across 160 
countries, with historical data from 1978 and forecast available up 
to 2040, this powerful data and analytics service helps you to:

n  Identify, evaluate and optimize opportunities

n  Identify and manage financial or investment risks

n  Validate commercial and growth strategies

learn more about iciS Supply and demand Service

far this year compared with the same time period last year.

Exports to Taiwan are also almost four times higher over 
the same time period, while material being sent to the 
Netherlands has more than doubled.

Exports to China, which is currently involved in a trade war 
with the US, have fallen by almost 50% year to date.

China’s antidumping duty (ADD) ruling against the US, South 
Korea and Taiwan, which was finalised in June 2018, led to 
reduced exports from the US to China during 2017 and 2018.

As a net exporter, the US has exported about four times 
more styrene than it has imported so far this year.

June imports were up by 9.6% year on year, but are down 
by 3% year to date. All of the imports in June were from 
Canada, which has also been the sole source of styrene 
imports in 2019.

Styrene is a chemical used to make latex and polystyrene 
resins, which in turn are used to make plastic packaging, 
disposable cups and insulation.

North American styrene producers include AmSty, INEOS 
Styrolution, LyondellBasell Chemical, Pemex, Shell Chemicals 
Canada, Total Petrochemicals and Westlake Styrene.

https://www.icis.com/explore/services/analytics/supply-demand-data/?cmpid=ILC|CHEM|CHCOM-2019-08-US-chcom_usstyreneexports082019&sfid=7012X000000gHG7

