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SPANISH
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Find out why she fell in love with the
charming municipality Válor, and why
you’ll love it too.
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ON SPANISH
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We are giving you another reason to
visit the wonders of mainland Spain.
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4 DISCOUNTS ON SPANISH PROPERTIES

oo matter formed county wicket

oppose talent.

An owner is offering up to 35% discount on a selection of villas and apartments on the Costa del Sol.
Perfect for a family escape.
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Clickstay is a holiday home rental website with adverts for thousands of holiday properties in destinations worldwide. Whether you are looking for villas in Spain, cottages in
France, houses in Florida, riads in Morocco or apartments in Italy, we have the lot! Each
advert has a plethora of information about the property and the local area from the
owners themselves and often include customer reviews to help you find your perfect
holiday rental. Behind our many property adverts is a team dedicated to help you find
your ideal holiday home. We are very proud of our customer service and make it easy
to contact us directly should you have any questions.

We love Spain, so much so that we’re dedicating a whole issue of our Clickstay magazine to it. Find out
about the best tapas dishes, where to go and most importantly the best properties to stay in.
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where you should go, when you visit Spain.

10 MEET GINNY
Owner Ginny tells us why she fell in love with the Spanish municipality of Valor in Spain and why she
thinks you’ll love it too.

12 TRY SOME TAPAS

page 06

Tapas come in all shapes and sizes. We take a look at what dishes are worth trying, where you can find

We have helped over 600,000 holiday makers...
Our booking system is ultra-secure, so you can book in confidence and know that your
money is safe. Our customer service team are here to help and readily available from
8.30am until 5.30pm to support you in every way we can.

WHAT TO DO

Spanish tourist boards have been getting in touch with us to let us know what is happening and

Since 2003...
We started sending people on holiday many years ago as Villarenters.com and after some
deliberation, decided to give our website a make-over and thus changed our name to
Clickstay in order to reflect the diverse catalogue of properties offered on our website.

WELCOME TO SPAIN

them and how you could make them.

14 BARCELONA STREET ART
page 18

page 12

Brenda Lettison from Travel Antics tells us about the urban art movement in Barcelona and why street
artists from all over the wold have made their way to showcase their work in Barcelona.

With more than 28,900 holiday villas and
apartments...

18 SIMPLY THE BEST
We’ve hand-picked some of our favourite villas from across Spain, properties that ooze luxury, class

And counting! Our website is designed with you in mind to ensure that
you can find your perfect property in just a few clicks.

and beauty. They’re the ideal properties for large parties, family get togethers, or anyone who enjoys
the finer things in life.

In over 80 countries around the world

20 THE POWER OF POSITIVITY

Although much of our catalogue is in Spain, we have villas and apartments in all the European favourites, such as Portugal, Italy, Cyprus, and
France. Further afield we offer tropical destinations in paradise, such as
Thailand, Barbados and Sri Lanka.

Jessica Ward, the blogger and creator of Positively Jessica Ward tells us why she believes exercise,
healthy eating, travel and staying hydrated is the answer to happiness. She tells us about her own
struggles and how the power of positivity changed her life for the better.
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S AV VY SPAIN

Ur b anización Playa
Property ID: 180614

Get ready to save a little extra from your visit to mainland
Spain, as we’re offering up to 35% off these properties
between September and October.

A two- bedroomed ground floor apartment with sunny terrace in
La Cala de Mijas. Perfect for families. It’s within walking distance
to La Cala village, a natural divider between the north and south
of the Costa del Sol. The large terrace has comfortable table and
chairs. The kitchen is fully fitted and well equipped with everything that you might need, with a communal swimming pool
and gardens.

J ard i n B o t á n i co

Plus, the master bedroom boasts an en suite bathroom with
Jacuzzi bath, to while away those evenings with a bubbling bath
and glass of wine. It’s the perfect place for anyone looking for a
relaxing break from daily life at home. The local restaurants offer
fresh seafood from the fishing boats which go out early the same
morning and supply the “chiringuitos” along the beach. There are
bars and restaurants to suit all tastes, beside the apartments and
there are plenty of marinas for you to explore.

Property ID: 111885
This charming and spacious three-bedroom apartment is
nestled in the elegant town of Mijas, on the Costa del Sol, a
traditional mountain village that offers a coastline of sublime
beaches with crystal clear waters. It’s the perfect mix of charm,
tradition and style for a peaceful escape and this apartment
is in the ideal location, just a stone’s throw from local amenities including the beach, bars, restaurants, golf courses and
supermarket.
The ground floor apartment is both modern and bright, with
a large south facing terrace with all day sunshine. The three
bedrooms are made up of one double with an en suite and
two twin rooms.

La N o r i a R e s or t
Property ID: 182935
This luxury villa is situated in La Cala de Mijas. There are
4 bedrooms and it comes fully equipped with wifi, a pool
table and a private pool. Golf clubs, cots and highchairs
are also included.
This contemporary villa is only a few minutes walk to the
centre of the village. There are three bedrooms on the
upper floor and two bathrooms, with a whirlpool bath
and a walk in shower. The kitchen and living room are
all on the lower level and there is a large terrace leading
out into the garden and the pool area. The kitchen is fully
equipped with fridge freezer, wine fridge, microwave,
dishwasher , kettle, toaster, coffee pod machine and lots
of crockery and cutlery.
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M ar b el l a
Property ID: 195907
This two bed spacious apartment sleeps six and is the ideal
location for Nikki Beach, Elviria and Marbella. The apartment
has air-conditioning, wifi and a south west facing terrace.
It’s in a very popular location only minutes walk from the
beach, perfect for lazy days by the sea. The spacious lounge
has seating for 5 and a double sofa bed. The large kitchen is
fully equipped with fridge freezer, oven, hob, dishwasher and
washing machine. There is also a kettle, toaster, coffee maker
and microwave. The cupboards are well stocked with crockery, glasses and cutlery.
The master bedroom is very spacious with a superking bed
fitted wardrobes and a full ensuite bathroom. There is a choice
of two swimming pools, one for small children and a larger
pool for adults.

June 2017
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W e lc o m e
to
SPAI N !

Tapas, sangria, palm-fringed beaches, Mediterranean
weather, bustling cities, what more could you want?

W h a t not
to m iss !

World Pride in Madrid
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Date: 23rd June to 2nd July 2017
This year take to the streets of Madrid for the 40th
anniversary of the LGBT parade in Spain with
music, dance, theatre and poetry. Madrid loves
to celebrate with live, pulse-pounding passion,
and the streets will be filled with people enjoying
the 2017 pride parade. It’ll be hard not to join in.
A specially designed location called “WorldPride
Park” will be set to host vendors, LGBT and human
rights worldwide associations. WorldPride Park
gives them the opportunity to connect with a
large and diverse crowd from around the world.
A community space open to everyone. And of
course the best part of the day the Pride Parade,
WorldPride Madrid 2017, will take place in downtown Madrid with over three million attendees
expected.

We find you the most outrageous and fun things to do in
mainland Spain throughout the year, you won’t want to
miss them. want?

Buñol: La Tomatina
Date: 30th August 2017
The sight of flying red fruit is just the start
in one of Spain’s most unusual festivals,
La Tomatina, the time when thousands of
people travel from all over the world to
throw over-ripe tomatoes at one another.
It’s known as the world’s biggest food fight.
It’s held on the last Wednesday of August
in the town of Brunol, close to the city of
Valencia.
Each year more and more people join in
this unusual tradition, between 40,000 and
50,000 each year, which far surpasses the
9,000 people who live in Brunol. The day
normally starts at around 11am, with trucks
hauling tomatoes to the centre of town,
Plaza del Pueblo. You can start throwing the
ripened fruit once the water canon is fired
into the air and the chaos will begin.
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The Festa Major de
Gracia in Barcelona
Date: 15th to 21st August
2017

LEFT
Two girls who took
part in La Tomatina
are covered in
tomatoes.

Barcelona’s traditional and most colourful
street festival welcomes everyone, from
all corners of the world to join in the fun at
Festa Major de Gracia. The Gracia Festival
is considered by many to be Barcelona’s
best street festival. It takes place in the
Gracia neighbourhood of Barcelona which
is located 20 minutes on foot from the city
centre in the direction of the hills to the
north west of Barcelona.

RIGHT
TOP: Madrid pride
parade in 2013. A
woman celebrates
by waving
pride flag on a
motorbike.
BOTTOM: Streets
decorated in
Gracia.

Every year the residents of Barcelona
arrange a street party for their area, but
the biggest, by far is Garcia. It was once a
separate village from the city of Barcelona
and was incorporated into Barcelona in
1897, which is why Gracia is home to
charming narrow streets and a welcoming hometown warmth.
June 2017
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Falling for Válor
Ginny left home in the UK to move to Válor, Spain, a quiet
municipility and a million miles from her life at home. To see
a list of her properties click here.

H

OW DOES VÁLOR compare to other parts of
Spain? Válor is completely different to the more

traditional coastal destinations offering a taste of
the real Spain. It can be a little like stepping back
in time, some of the older farmers still plough with
oxen, family is everything and crime unknown. It’s not only a great
place to holiday but a thriving all year round local community
making it perfect for out of season holidays or over-wintering.
What you won’t find is full English breakfasts, Sunday roasts or
international coffee and burger chains but I think the greatest
recommendation for the area is the number of people who fall
under its spell and return year after year or even buy their own
slice of paradise here.

H

OW DO THE locals react to holidaymakers
in
the
area?

As tourism is relatively low key the locals have a
genuine interest in people visiting the area and
are welcoming and generous. We are regularly
asked about the guests staying at the various houses and have
had numerous occasions where the locals have really gone out
of their way to help out our visitors or have just been extremely
generous with gifts of produce from their gardens or a free drink
in the bar. If you have a few words of Spanish it’s always greeted
with a warm smile.

W

H AT M A D E YO U
decide to buy property in Spain?

We were looking to move
abroad for a more relaxed
lifestyle in a sunnier climate but didn’t want to
be part of the typical ex-pat lifestyle found in so
many places. We fell in love with Las Alpujarras
on our first visit when passing through the
area on our way to view a house in northern
Andalucia. We knew immediately that this was
where we were meant to be, cancelled the
appointment and we’re still in love with the area
11 years later!
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O

NE OF YOUR renters wrote that
“the attention to detail by Terry
and Ginny was the best we have
ever experienced on a self-catering holiday.” – So how do you
make sure each property is ready for a renter?
I do most of the cleaning myself and this hands on
approach means that I (hopefully) spot any maintenance
issues or missing items immediately. My husband, Terry,
looks after the pools and outside areas and is Mr Fix-It
himself. We pride ourselves on offering well equipped
houses and strive to make sure that everything is as we
would like it to be if we were the ones arriving.

W

H AT W O U L D Y O U r e c o m mend for people to do in Válor?

Everybody should enjoy the tapas experience at least once on their holiday, you
just can’t beat chilling with a glass of
wine and a tasty morsel taking in the view and watching the
world go by! If you’re lucky enough to be here mid-September there’s the Fiesta of Moors & Christians which takes place
over four days with parades, live music, dancing and, the highlight, a re-enactment of the battle for the Alhambra complete
with muskets and horses charging round the village square. In
December there’s the expo in Ugijar showcasing all the local
artisan products of the area, cheeses, honey, jamon, chorizo,
chocolate and wine are all available for sampling and purchase.
On a quieter note you can picnic next to the stream under the old
roman bridge or at Cuesta Viñas where you can try the amazing
naturally carbonated spring water. There are also numerous local
walks, many of which enter the natural park adjoining the village.
Feel free to help yourself to the figs, pomegranites, mulberries,
asparagus and almonds which grow wild along the way or simply
wallow in the scent of the wild rosemary.

B

UT THE BEST thing about Válor is the pace
of life, you just can’t help slowing down and
relaxing and after all, that’s what holidays are
all about!

ABOVE
RIGHT: Ginny and her
husband in Spain.
LEFT: Property 70887
RIGHT
Pictures taken from
properties 8699,
70887 and 196166

June 2017

Clickstay

11

A to u c h
o f t a pa s

Spanish cuisine is delicious and a favourite to many all
over the world. So, we’ve put together a list of tapas
you just have to try.

Boquerones en Vinagre
Boquerones en vinagre is a succulent appetizer, which can be found in
every part of Spain. Boquerones translates to fresh anchovies, which
is the essential ingredient to the dish. The tiny fish are marinated in
a bath of salt water for 3 hours and then submerged in vinegar for a
further 6 hours, you can watch as the fillets slowly turn white, their
scales reacting with the vinegar. They are then drained and seasoned
with garlic, salt and parsley. This dish is generally served with beer,
rather than wine, because of the amount of vinegar used to make the
dish and they are very popular, particularly in the summer months.

Espinacas con Garbanzos
This dish is traditionally served on Fridays during Lent in Spain, because
of the religious holiday forbidding meat during this period. However
now you can find it throughout the year. It’s sometimes referred to
by its ingredients ‘Potaje de Bacalao con Garbanzos y Espinasa,’ which
translates to cod with chickpeas and spinach. The main ingredient fo
the dish is the mouth-watering cod. To prepare the dish it must be
submerged in salt for at least a day beforehand and then the chickpeas and white beans are added, then spinach, onion, garlic, oil and
paprika.
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Gambas al Ajillo
Las gambas al ajillo, or garlic prawns, is a very popular dish. You can
find them mostly in central and southern Spain. This dish is usually
served as a snack in bars, while people are drinking. But the dish has
become so popular some restaurants now offer it as a main course.
The prawns are usually cooked in a clay pot, they are fried with garlic
and parsley in olive oil and sometimes slices of dried chilli. They are
then served in the clay pot, while the olive oil is still sizzling and eaten
quickly with a glass of white or red wine.

Pulpo Gallego
This is a traditional and popular dish in Galicia, in the north. It’s a
meal many eat, while walking the pilgrimage to the Santiago de
Compostela. The octopus is boiled in a copper cauldron, the tentacles are then trimmed with scissors, then sprinkled with coarse salt
and paprika and traditionally served on a wooden plate, with sliced
boiled potatoes and bread. This dish is far more popular in the Galician
region than on the coast, because of this frozen or dried octopus is
normally used, instead of fresh.

Patatas Bravas
Patatas bravas, one of the most beloved tapas dishes served in Spain
and it’s particularly popular in Britain. The potatoes are boiled in salted
water for several minutes, they are then deep fried and ready for the
iconic sauce, prepared differently in each city. In Burgos, they use a mix
of spices, which is added to the tomato-based sauce and in Valencia it’s
mixed with paprika, olive oil and chilli. This dish is commonly served
throughout bars and restaurants and can be ordered with extra toppings such as chorizo, fried fish or baked chicken.

June 2017
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S TREE T A R T O F
B AR CE LON A
There’s one element of Barcelona that’s difficult to miss; the
street art. It’s everywhere, sprawled on the sides of buildings
and on the front of shops. Brenda Lettison from Travel Antics
tells us everything you need to know about urban art in
Barcelona.m do ex eu feugait
Barcelona is a hub of edgy and contemporary life. Throughout time it
has been known for taking an extra
step away from the classical mainstream style and creating something
highly unique and magnificent, from
the Gaudi architecture to the Joan
Miro sculptures. But over time artists
moved from the traditional ways of
showcasing their work and soon the
streets were alive with vibrancy and
intrigue, making Barcelona one of
the world leaders in the street art
movement.

was Keith Haring who in 1989 travelled to El Raval,
a notorious drug hot spot, where he painted a
murial he dubbed ‘Todos Juntos Podemos Parar
el SIDA’ (together we can stop AIDS). He incorporated some of his trademarks, and produced
the work free of charge, hoping it would inspire
change. Between 1999 and 2005 more and more
street artists made their way to Barcelona, all
trying to become noticed. In fact, it was in this
time frame that Barcelona became the unofficial
capital of graffiti art.

It doesn’t matter if you don’t know your Banksy from
your Morley, it’s easy to find a deep appreciation of an
art movement that’s taking the world by storm, and
Barcelona will flame a burning passion or help you discover a new love for metropolitan artwork.

There are many street artists who call Barcelona
home, many of them who rose to fame thanks to
showcasing their work on the streets. El Xupet
Negre gained recognition after he began painting black dummies all over the city, leading
many people to question their meaning and who
painted them. Barcelona- born artist Btoy earned
her fame from her detailed stencil work, often
depicting female activists and singers. She has
now exhibited her work in Morocco, Bosnia and
even Mexico. But the name on everyone’s lips
right now is El Pez, world renowned artist from
the Barcelona suburb of Sant Andra. He’s taken
his work from the Barcelona and distributed it
across the world. You can find his smiling fish on
the sides of buildings in cities such as London
and Miami.

The urban art movement began after
the death of Spanish General Francis
Franco on 20 November 1975, who
ruled Spain as a military dictator for
35 years. The patriarchy seemed to
die with him and it was this that lead
to a new sense of freedom. Artists
travelled to Barcelona and started
to paint on the city’s streets. But the
artist who truly began the movement
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C ARP E DI EM
Carpe Diem Emmie, a blogger and trusted writer, took time
out to stay in one of our properties on the Cumbra Del Sol
with her boyfriend. Here’s what she had to say.
The site extends along the sea front,
divided into different residential areas
consisting of villas, detached houses,
bungalows and apartments. All areas
are surrounded by green spaces.
This villa would be great for families,
with availability to the private swimming pool and possibility of meeting
other young people from the local villas
to socialise with. There are a couple of
floats and objects for young people to
play with in the pool.
I would give this rental a definite visit
if you’re planning to explore a new area
of Spain and enjoy great sea views and
some peace and quiet.
Holidays are usually on top of everyone’s list of things to do during the
year and it’s definitely been on mine
for the last 5 years, but it just hasn’t
been accomplished. I’ve not had a big
holiday since Venice back in 2012/3 so
it was definitely well overdue for me
to pack a suitcase and jet off somewhere warm to have some time out.
It’s important for us all to switch off,
take a break and relax so that’s exactly
what I did when Clickstay gave me the
opportunity to head to the Cumbre del
Sol in Spain to stay in one of their villa
rentals which I had been lusting over
for months on their website.
The location of the villa is out of the
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way with little access to public transport, the nearest beach is around a 10
minute drive away (Cala del Moraig)
and the supermarket for your essentials around a 15-20 minute drive. You
would definitely require the use of a
hire car to get around the various locations on offer near the villa.
The villa is located at the top of a mountain and let me assure you, you don’t
want to be walking up and down the
steep hill to get to the beach. In the
location of a 70 minute drive from the
nearest airport, Alicante is the heart of
the Costa Blanca, Cumbre del Sol. This
residential site is nestled comfortably
between Javea and Moraira in the north.

VILLAS OF
THE MONTH

We’ve carefully hand-picked our most luxurious
properties from all over Spain, giving you the best choice
for a heavenly escape to the Spanish sun. You’ll be dining
on tapas and taking a dip in your own private pool
before you know it. Complete bliss!
Villa Arenil De La Sirena
ID: 202351

This luxury villa, situated in the exclusive
Calo d’en Real complex, has been renovated
to an incredibly high standard throughout.
The contemporary and elegant interior leads
onto a stylish exterior with simply stunning
views over the West coast and the islands of
Bledas and S’Espartar.
The villa is ideally situated for beach lovers,
being just a 2 minute drive from Cala Vadella and between 5 and 10 minutes from the
beaches of the West coast. You are also within a 10 minute drive of the quaint village of
San Jose and 25 minutes of Ibiza Town. There
is also the added convenience of a supermarket, with free delivery service, less than
a mile away.
-Satellite TV (International channels)
-DVD player
-Internet
-Air conditioning in all the bedrooms
-Safe box
-Automatic gate
-Alarm
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Villa Son Gual Mallorca
ID: 180065

This exclusive home is a haven set in the
Mallorcan countryside, providing the perfect
holiday for all. The villa, set in 10000m2 of
landscaped gardens, encompasses a combination of Mallorcan architecture and modern technology, providing a comfortable
lifestyle in luxurious, spacious surroundings.
Children will be delighted with their own
custom built play area out in the garden! The
gourmet chefs will enjoy using the state of
the art kitchen or the fully equipped barbecue area. Enjoy the amazing sunsets dining
alfresco on the various terraces after having
enjoyed a glass of wine from your own wine
cellar.
-Infinity swimming pool and jacuzzi.
-Landscaped extensive private gardens and
various private terraces with outstanding
sea views
-5 ensuite double bedrooms
-1 twin ensuite bedroom
-1 twin bedroom (no amenities)
-Gym

Villa Blauverd
ID: 202901
A relaxed and idyllic holiday base within
easy reach of a gorgeous beach and all the
amenities of a charming historical village,
Villa Blauverd is an excellent choice.
Situated off the scenic back road from the
picturesque bay of Tamariu, it is just 500m
downhill to the picture postcard waterfront.
This luxurious villa has been methodically
constructed to the highest of standards.
The nearby Medieval village of Begur is indeed a must visit and keen walkers will enjoy the abundance of coastal walks whilst
the more adventurous may wish to try their
hand at Scuba diving, a popular pastime
along these shores.
-Flat screen TV
-Fireplace
-Wi Fi
-Swimming pool 8m x 4m
-Poolside shower
-Barbecue area
-Private off road parking (garage)

June 2017
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W
T

THE POWER
OF

E L L M E A little about
Positively Jessica Ward?
After struggling with bullying
at school and college, one day
I finally woke up and realised
I needed to make a change. I needed to
stand up to those people that made me
feel isolated and I needed to gain some
confidence, gain some strength and I
needed to smile again. Positively Jessica
Ward is the space on the internet to zone
out from the outside world, embrace the
current moment and read something that
is uplifting and positive but not forgetting,
this space on the internet is real. I want to
inspire, I want to make people smile and I
want to help people. Nobody deserves to
be miserable, nobody deserves to feel isolated and nobody deserves to be scared.
Life is too short and people shouldn’t have
control of you. I stepped out of my comfort
zone in order to leave that dark place behind
me and that was when I created Positively
Jessica Ward; a base for all things positive.

HY DO YOU think it’s
important to travel?
Travelling and exploring new places is not
only exciting but it is
also enriching for our souls. Escaping our
current situation and delving into something new is something we should all do
in order to appreciate our surroundings.
Travelling abroad allows us to appreciate
the world and it opens our eyes to view the
impossible.

W

HAT ADVICE WOULD
you give people who
want to travel, while
staying fit and healthy?
Be prepared, stay
hydrated, embrace your surroundings and
don’t feel guilty for adopting ‘change’. When
we go away sometimes we don’t have
control over the foods we eat or the way
in which we exercise. Don’t put too much
stress on yourself to keep up with your goals
and ambitions, holidays are sometimes the
opportunity to relax. However, you can be
prepared! Pack your favourite tea bags, pack
some sachets of peanut butter for a quick
energy packed snack, pack some trail mix
and pack some oats in a sealable bag so
you have breakfast ready. For the majority,
of my stay in Singapore (10 days) I didn’t

lift one single dumbbell! I tried to be active
through site seeing; so instead of taking the
bus or MRT I would walk an extra mile; stay
hydrated, have a fan, an umbrella for a form
of shade and a flannel – to wipe away perspiration! I walked a lot whilst in Singapore
and I believe that walking is an underrated
form of cardio.

Y

ou’ve worked with Clickstay
before, if you could stay
in one of our villas for a
week where would you go?
This is a huge decision
to have to make! After browsing the
website several times and discovering
all of the different destinations; choosing one is ver y difficult as I would
like to tick a few of the destinations
off my list. However, the one I have
selected is Elandra Holiday Home At
Moana Beach - Fleurieu Peninsula –
I am travelling to Australia this year
and this would be the per fect location for me to pursue my ambition of
travel writing. The property is situated
on the gorgeous Moana Beach for lazy
days beside the sea, as well as offering the tranquil nature and greenery
that surrounds. It ticks all the boxes, it
comes fully equipped with a BBQ, this
is the perfect foodie essential.

LEFT
Jessica Ward working hard on her positive
corner of the internet. Photo taken by
Matthew Herrington
TOP LEFT
Healthy way to start your day with fruit and
good vibes.
TOP RIGHT
A delicious pumpkin inspired reccipe from
Jessica.
BOTTOM RIGHT
Positively Jessica Ward exercising in
Singapore.

Positivity
Positively Jessica Ward tells us all about her blog and how to
turn negative thoughts into positive outcomes.
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